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THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

 
We are followers of Jesus, seeking God’s justice, 

peace, and grace in personal and common witness. 
Our hope each Sunday is to go out of God’s house with good courage into our 

diverse jobs and obligations—with family, civil society, government, business and 
education. We pray for the peace and well-being of all peoples. The Gospel calls us 
wherever we are to use our time and talents for others and for the common good. 
     Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 

 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if 
you have been here before and would like to know 
more about our community, please fill out a 
connection card. You can scan this QR code to 
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on 
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering 
basket or give it to one of the ushers. 
 

We are glad you are here—welcome! 
 
 
Thank you to those sharing in worship leadership this morning:  
Prayer leader: Adam Talsma 
Reader: Clare Duran 
Altar care: Mee Ji, Seng Ra Marit 
Assisting ministers: Vivien Liu, Maritza Vitela, Cynthia Wilbers-Muturi,  
 Maarten Wilbers 
Ushers: Grace George, Ana Villanueva 
Offering counters: Sam Mungure, Tom Taylor 
Flowers: German-Speaking congregation 
Refreshments: Neighborhood Group A 
Videographer: Gareth Kit, Breanna Ndwiga, Ray Woodcock 
 
 
 
 

Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way  
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at:  

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/
 
 



 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva 
English-Speaking Congregation 

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland 
Telephone: 022 310 50 89          

pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        
www.genevalutheran.church  

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    
Music Director: Katharina Mainberger-Dellweg 

 

Season of Creation: Land Sunday 
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Ghana, Nigeria 

 

Musical Preparation 

Welcome 

Greeting (rise) Psalm 24 
 

The earth is the LORD’s  
and all that is in it, 
the world,  
and those who live in it, 
for he has founded it on the seas 
and established it on the rivers. 

 
 Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? 
And who shall stand in his holy place? 
Those who have clean hands and pure hearts, 
who do not lift up their souls to what is false 
and do not swear deceitfully. 
They will receive blessing from the LORD 
and vindication from the God of their salvation. 
Such is the company of those who seek him, 
who seek the face of the God of Jacob. 

 

Lift up your heads, O gates! 
and be lifted up, O ancient doors, 
that the King of glory may come in! 
Who is the King of glory? 
The LORD, strong and mighty, 
the LORD, mighty in battle. 
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Lift up your heads, O gates! 
and be lifted up, O ancient doors, 
that the King of glory may come in! 
Who is this King of glory? 
The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory. 

 

Hymn Jesus, we want to meet 
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Call to Prayer (sit) 

Litany for the Healing of Creation 

 
 

1. Sun and moon, God renew, 
spinning planet, God renew, 
star and comet, God renew,  
things seen and unseen,  cloud and wind, lightning and thunder, 
atmosphere and ozone, flames of fire.  
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The waters of the earth, polar cap and glacier, aquifer and river,  
lake and ocean. 

 

 Antiphon 
 

2. Desert and forest, coral reef and coastline, prairie and tundra, 
wilderness and wetland, mountain and foothill, mesa and meadow, 
valley and volcano, floodplain and delta.  
The trees of the field, fir and cedar, baobab and banyan,  
oak and cypress.   

 

 Antiphon 
 

3. Birds of the air, condor and pelican, eagle and heron,  
hawk and sparrow, creatures of the wild, mountain goat and badger, 
elephant and lion, grizzly bear and panda.  
The fish of the sea, trout and salmon, whale and stingray,  
anemone and algae. 

 

 Antiphon 
 

4. Herds and flocks, buffalo and llama, goats sheep and cattle, 
guinea pigs and honeybees, seedtime and harvest,  
vineyard and orchard, grove and garden, field and paddy.  
The face of the earth, human community,  
in rest and labor, by your Spirit. 

 

 Antiphon 
 

Hymn of Praise (rise) We are not alone 
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Prayer of the Day  
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Old Testament Reading (sit) Leviticus 25:1-7 
 

The LORD spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, saying, “Speak to the 
Israelites and say to them: When you enter the land that I am giving 
you, the land shall observe a Sabbath for the LORD. Six years you 
shall sow your field, and six years you shall prune your vineyard and 
gather in their yield, but in the seventh year there shall be a Sabbath 
of complete rest for the land, a Sabbath for the LORD: you shall not 
sow your field or prune your vineyard. You shall not reap the 
aftergrowth of your harvest or gather the grapes of your unpruned 
vine: it shall be a year of complete rest for the land. You may eat 
what the land yields during its Sabbath—you, your male and female 
slaves, your hired and your bound laborers who live with you, for 
your livestock also, and for the wild animals in your land all its yield 
shall be for food. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia (rise)    Alleluia Y’in Oluwa 
 

 

Gospel Matthew 19:24-30 
 

The gospel according to Matthew, chapter 19. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said:] “I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye 
of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of 
God.” When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astounded 
and said, “Then who can be saved?” But Jesus looked at them and 
said, “For mortals it is impossible, but for God all things are 
possible.” 

 

Then Peter said in reply, “Look, we have left everything and 
followed you. What then will we have?” Jesus said to them, “Truly I 
tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man is seated 
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on the throne of his glory, you who have followed me will also sit on 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone 
who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife 
or children or fields for my name’s sake will receive a hundredfold 
and will inherit eternal life.  But many who are first will be last, and 
the last will be first.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Alleluia   Alleluia Y’in Oluwa 
 

 
 

Sermon (sit)  Andy Willis 
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Hymn (rise) As rivers flow from a distant spring 
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The Apostles’ Creed A-1 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.   
He descended to the dead.   
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession (sit) 
 

God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.  

 

The Passing of the Peace 
 

The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
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Gathering of Gifts No roto 
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Offertory (rise) Ezi Chukwu 
 

 
 
 

We offer you the sacrifices from the proceeds of the soil. 
We cannot repay your goodness. 
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Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

 

Preface 
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Sanctus You are holy E-1 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 

Words of Institution  
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Remembering 
 

. . . We proclaim the mystery of our faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit 

Lord’s Prayer  in our many languages A-3 
 
Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done on earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever. Amen. 
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Agnus Dei Oi Jumalan E-2 
 

 

Songs during Communion 
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  We are coming, Lord, to the table F-11 
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18 

Bénissez le Seigneur 
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  What we need is here 
 

 

Sending forth (rise)  

Benediction  

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

As you leave, please return songbooks to the cart in the entryway 
or hand them to an usher. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Congregational Retreat – Next Weekend 
This year's all-congregation retreat will take place 18-19 September (Friday-
Saturday) at Le Domaine de Monteret, a retreat center located near St-Cergue, 
where we have often spent time as a community before. It will be a time for 
sharing conversation, worship, laughter, and good food in beautiful natural 
surroundings. All ages are welcome! 
 

Registration closed on 6 September, and overnight accomdations at Monteret 
are full. If you haven’t yet signed up and would like to join for the day on 
Saturday, please contact the church office.  
 
Worship this September – Celebrating the Season of Creation 
This September, our congregation is joining Christians throughout the world in 
celebrating the Season of Creation. Worship this month will be centered on the 
gift of the natural world and on our calling to serve and protect it. We join all 
the earth’s creatures in singing praise and thanks to God. 
 
Church School Starts Next Sunday, 20 September 
After a pause for the summer months, church school will resume on Sunday 20 
September! We’ll meet each Sunday during the school year (except on the first 
of each month, when worship is in the evening, and during school vacations). 
There will be two classes—one for ages 3-8, and one for 9 through 
confirmation age—both meeting in the top floor classrooms. Children begin 
the worship service with their families and return to the sanctuary in time for 
Communion. Questions? Contact the church office. 
 
Confirmation Class Beginning Shortly 
During the academic year, our congregation offers confirmation classes for 
young people—an opportunity to study key topics of the Bible and Christian 
faith and to begin claiming the faith as one’s own. Students typically begin 
classes at around 13 or 14 years old, though there is room for some flexibility 
when it comes to ages. This year’s classes will be beginning shortly—if your 
son or daughter is interested in joining this year, please contact Andy Willis 
now at pastor@genevalutheran.ch or 079 544 70 12. 
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Choir Practice on Thursday Evenings 
After a break for the summer, regular choir rehearsals have now resumed. The 
choir of the English-Speaking Congregation is open to anyone—we meet on 
Thursday evenings from 19h30 until 21h00 to learn the music for the 
upcoming Sunday worship service and work on additional pieces. Contact 
Katharina Mainberger-Dellweg with any questions. Come and sing!  
 

Women’s Circle 
Ladies, come and join our Women’s Circle! We gather in our church, our 
village, on one Saturday each month from 10am to 12pm for coffee and 
croissants and for fellowship and fun. All women church members and regular 
attendees are welcome. Dates for the coming months: 17 October, 21 
November. Please contact Marit Bauer-Moore, Cynthia Wilbers-Muturi, 
Margaret Kehoe-Winkler, or the office for more information. 
 
Young Adults’ Group 
If you’re 18-30, you have a place here! Join our young adults group to grow in 
faith, build friendships, and walk with Christ. We’ll be meeting up one Friday 
and one Saturday per month at church (top floor). To get connected, please 
text or approach Naomi (+41762146607), Olivia (+41764493137), or Ano 
(+41795502633). 
 
Serving at the Soup Kitchen – 26 September 
Our congregation will be serving at the Soup Kitchen on Saturday, 26 
September. It takes place from 8h00 until about 13h00 at Le Jardin de 
Montbrillant (Rue de Montbrillant 3) just behind Geneva Cornavin train 
station. All are welcome to sign up and help prepare and serve a warm meal. 
Contact the church office or Elisabeth Benn (chriselis_benn@bluewin.ch) for 
more information. 
 
Looking for an Additional Nursery Attendant 
Our congregation offers nursery care on Sunday mornings for children under 
the age of three. We are looking for an additional nursery attendant to begin 
shortly. Candidates should be comfortable in English and have experience 
working with young children. Applicants should send a message and CV to the 
church office: office@genevalutheran.ch. 
 

Please share this information with anyone you think might be a good fit (age 
18 and up). We hope to interview potential candidates during September. 
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Serving Weekly Coffee Hour 
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship each Sunday. 
Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups:  
 20 September – Group B  27 September – Group C 
 4 October – Group D  11 October – Group E 
 

If you can help on a week when your group is assigned, 
please let your group’s coordinator know. 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

Thurs, 17 Sep    19h30  Choir practice 
Fri-Sat, 18-19   Congregational retreat 
Sun, 20 Sep    11h00  Worship and church school 
 

Office hours: Tuesday 9h30-17h30, Thursday 9h30-17h30, Friday 9h30-13h30 
 

Our church is entirely self-supporting. Our ministry is entirely funded by the 
contributions of members and friends of the congregation. Thank you for your 
support! There are four ways you can donate today: 
 

By bank transfer: Using the banking app on your phone, scan one of the QR 
codes below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Banque Cantonale de Genève 
CH26 0078 8000 0510 7337 8 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Post Finance 
CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6 

 
 

By TWINT: QR code inside this bulletin 
By cash: Place your contribution in the offering bags during worship. 
By U.S. dollar check: Make the check payable to “Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America,” and on the memo portion, write “GMG 0858”. 
 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   
 

If you are a guest in our congregation today, please fill out the connection card 
below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or one of the ushers. 
We’d love to be in touch and answer any questions you might have about the church. 
 

ELCG Connection Card 
 Name      
 Phone       
 Email       
 Comments        
 New to Geneva?  Y/N    Date   


