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THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 

WELCOMES YOU! 
 

We are a community on the move,  
discovering Christ together on the journey of faith. 

We see Christianity as a path to be walked together—learning, serving, praying, 
sharing, and growing alongside sisters and brothers. As we live and practice our 
faith, we not only encounter a new community; we also find the presence of God. 
     Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 

 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if 
you have been here before and would like to know 
more about our community, please fill out a 
connection card. You can scan this QR code to 
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on 
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering 
basket or give it to one of the ushers. 
 

We are glad you are here—welcome! 
 
Thank you to those sharing in worship leadership this morning:  
Prayer leader: Antoinette Djamen 
Reader: Edwin Hassink 
Altar care: Grace Mgheni, Beatrice Tarimo 
Assisting ministers: Maja van Bruggen, Antoinette Djamen,  
 Ana Villanueva, Maritza Vitela 
Ushers: Elysia Kit, Ewan Kit 
Offering counters: Tom Taylor, Ana Villanueva 
Flowers: Hassink-Vitela Family 
Refreshments: Neighborhood Group A 
Videographers: Gareth Kit, Breanna Ndwiga, Ray Woodcock 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way  
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at:  

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/ 



 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva 
English-Speaking Congregation 

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland 
Telephone: 022 310 50 89          

pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        
www.genevalutheran.church  

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    
Music Director: Katharina Mainberger-Dellweg 

 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost + 9 August 2026, 11h00 
 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Cameroon,  
Central African Republic, Equatorial Guinea 

 

Baptism of Amélie Camille Chambron  
and Santiago Adrian Hassink Willemsen 

 
 

Welcome 
 

Prelude     Katharina Mainberger-Dellweg 
  

Greeting (rise)    
 

God's word is near,  
as fresh as a splash of water on a hot day,  
as reassuring as a favorite Bible verse  
speaking ancient truth against our fears,  
as satisfying as warm bread subduing hungers, reminding us of feasts. 
We gather to hear how righteousness and mercy will meet,  
washed into the tide of love,  
swelling on words that praise the blessed Trinity,  
one God, now and forever. 
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Hymn   What is this place 
 

 
 

Call to Prayer (sit) 
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

With your love, merciful God,  
wash us clean of selfishness, so compassion becomes us.  
With your Spirit  
drown out our pride, so humility leads us to openness with others.  
By the cross of your beloved Jesus Christ, 
heal the brokenness and hurt,  
so we are free from the fears which draw us apart, 
free to love our neighbors as ourselves.  
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When you reach toward us, 
forgive us whatever we hold back from your touch, 
so we learn to love you with our whole selves,  
our bodies, our minds, our strength, our will,  
through Jesus Christ. 

 

Sung Response    Jamée ma 
 

 
 

Words of Grace  Psalm 85:8-13 
read in French 

 

Let me hear what God the Lord will speak,  
for God will speak peace to God’s people,  
to God’s faithful, to those who turn to God in their hearts.  
Surely God’s salvation is at hand for those who fear God,  
that God’s glory may dwell in our land.  
Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet;  
righteousness and peace will kiss each other.  
Faithfulness will spring up from the ground,  
and righteousness will look down from the sky.  
The Lord will give what is good,  
and our land will yield its increase.  
Righteousness will go before God,  
and will make a path for God’s steps.  
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Hymn of Praise (rise)   Gloria, gloria   B-8 
 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

Epistle Reading Romans 10:5-15 
read in Dutch and Spanish 

 

Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, 
that ‘the person who does these things will live by them.’ But the 
righteousness that comes from faith says, ‘Do not say in your heart, 
“Who will ascend into heaven?”’ (that is, to bring Christ down) ‘or 
“Who will descend into the abyss?”’ (that is, to bring Christ up from 
the dead). But what does it say? ‘The word is near you, on your lips 
and in your heart’ (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 
because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe 
in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses 
with the mouth and so is saved. The scripture says, ‘No one who 
believes in him will be put to shame.’  

 

For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is 
Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. For, ‘Everyone 
who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ But how are they 
to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 
believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to 
hear without someone to proclaim him? And how are they to 
proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, ‘How beautiful 
are the feet of those who bring good news!’  
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This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia Amen    
 

 

 
 

Gospel   Matthew 14:22-33 
 

 The gospel according to Matthew, chapter 14. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Immediately [Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on 
ahead to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he 
had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to 
pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the 
boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was 
against them. And early in the morning he came walking toward 
them on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, 
they were terrified, saying, ‘It is a ghost!’ And they cried out in fear. 
But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, ‘Take heart, it is I; do 
not be afraid.’  

 

Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you 
on the water.’ He said, ‘Come.’ So Peter got out of the boat, started 
walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed 
the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he 
cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’ Jesus immediately reached out his hand 
and caught him, saying to him, ‘You of little faith, why did you 
doubt?’ When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in 
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the boat worshiped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’  
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Alleluia Amen   
 

Sermon (sit)  Andy Willis 
 

Hymn (rise)     In the waters of life 
Written for this day 
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Baptism of Amélie Chambron and Santiago Hassink Willemsen A-4  
 

Presentation 
 

Profession of Faith 
 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
I renounce them. 
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
I renounce them. 
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
I renounce them. 

 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
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Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;   

 he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. 
 

Thanksgiving at the Font 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
Baptism and Welcome  
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Sung Response   In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful 
 

 
 

 
 

Prayers of Intercession (sit) 
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Passing of the Peace (rise) 
 

The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

Gathering of Gifts (sit)       If  Sung by Vivien Liu 
Words, Anne Frank. Music, Michael Nyman 

 

If at the sound of a wish the summer sun would shine  
and if just a smile would do to brush all the clouds from the sky 

if at the blink of an eye the autumn leaves would whirl  
and if you could sigh a deep sigh to scatter them over the earth 

I'd blink my eyes and wave my arms; I'd wish a wish to stop all harm. 
 

If at the wave of a hand the winter snows would start  
and if you could just light a candle to change people's feelings and hearts 

I'd whisper love in every land to every child, woman, and man.  
That's what I'd do if my wishes come true.  
That's what I'd do if my wishes come true. 

 

Your gifts are essential to our congregation’s ministry. 
You can give in several ways: by placing money in the offering bag,  
by bank transfer (details on the back of the bulletin), or by TWINT. 
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Offertory (rise)  Tout est fait 
 

 
 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Sursum Corda   
 

 
 

Preface 
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Sanctus    You are holy    E-1 
 

 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
 

Words of Institution  
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Remembering 
 

. . . We proclaim the mystery of our faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
 

Lord’s Prayer in our many languages     A-3 
 

Most often in our many languages. 
Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done on earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever. Amen. 
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Agnus Dei    Oi, Jumalan Karitsa E-2 
 

 
 

Invitation to Communion   
All are welcome for communion. Come and take any empty space around the altar. You 

will receive the bread. Then choose a cup: a dark cup for wine, a lighter cup for grape 
juice. Place the used cup on the next tray. 
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Songs during Communion   Bénissez le Seigneur 
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  We are coming, Lord, to the table    F-11 
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  O healing river   F-26 
 

 
 

Sending Forth (rise) 
 

Benediction   
  

Introduction of Visitors and Announcements 
 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

As you leave, please return songbooks to the cart in the entryway  
or hand them to an usher. 

 
 



 
 

 
 

19 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

Save the Date – All-Congregation Retreat 18-19 September 
This year's all-congregation retreat will take place 18-19 September (Friday-
Saturday) at Domaine de Monteret, a retreat center located near St-Cergue, 
where we have often spent time as a community before. It will be a time for 
sharing conversation, worship, laughter, and good food in beautiful natural 
surroundings. All ages are welcome! Mark your calendars now—registration 
will open in mid-August. 
 

Nursery Care Available for Young Children 
Nursery care is normally available during worshiup on Sunday mornings for 
children age 3 and under. Exceptionally, it is not available today—we 
apologize for any inconvenience. 
 

Young Adults’ Group 
If you’re 18-30, you have a place here! Join our young adults group to grow in 
faith, build friendships, and walk with Christ. We’ll be meeting up one Friday 
and one Saturday per month at church (top floor). To get connected, please 
text or approach Naomi (+41762146607), Olivia (+41764493137), or Ano 
(+41795502633). 
 

Women’s Circle 
Ladies, come and join our Women’s Circle! We gather in our church, our 
village, on one Saturday each month from 10am to 12pm for coffee and 
croissants and for fellowship and fun. All women church members and regular 
attendees are welcome. Dates for the coming months: 22 August, 12 
September. Please contact Marit Bauer-Moore, Cynthia Wilbers-Muturi, 
Margaret Kehoe-Winkler, or the office for more information. 
 
Serving Weekly Coffee Hour 
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship each Sunday. 
Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups:  
 16 August – Group B  23 August – Group C 
 30 August – Group D  6 September – Group E 
 

If you can help on a week when your group is assigned, 
please let your group’s coordinator know. 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

Sun, 16 August 11h00  Worship 
 

Office hours: Tuesday 9h30-17h30, Thursday 9h30-17h30, Friday 9h30-13h30 
 
 

Our church is entirely self-supporting. Our ministry is entirely funded by the 
contributions of members and friends of the congregation. Thank you for your 
support! There are three ways you can donate today: 
 

By bank transfer: Using the banking app on your phone, scan one of the QR 
codes below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Banque Cantonale de Genève 
CH26 0078 8000 0510 7337 8 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Post Finance 
CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6 

 
 

By cash: Place your contribution in the offering bags during worship. 
By U.S. dollar check: Make the check payable to “Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America,” and on the memo portion, write “GMG 0858”. 
 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   
 

If you are a guest in our congregation today, please fill out the connection card 
below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or one of the ushers. 
We’d love to be in touch and answer any questions you might have about the church. 
 

ELCG Connection Card 
 Name      
 Phone       
 Email       
 Comments        
 New to Geneva?  Y/N    Date   


