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THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

 
We are followers of Jesus, seeking God’s justice,  

peace, and grace in personal and common witness. 
Our hope each Sunday is to go out of God’s house with good courage into our 

diverse jobs and obligations—with family, civil society, government, business and 
education. We pray for the peace and well-being of all peoples. The Gospel calls us 
wherever we are to use our time and talents for others and for the common good. 
     Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 

 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if 
you have been here before and would like to know 
more about our community, please fill out a 
connection card. You can scan this QR code to 
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on 
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering 
basket or give it to one of the ushers. 
 

We are glad you are here—welcome! 
 
Thank you to those sharing in worship leadership this morning:  
Prayer leader: Jonathan Frerichs 
Reader: Natalie Deffenbaugh 
Altar care: Ben LeGeyt, Grace George 
Assisting ministers: Vivien Liu, Monika Sandvik, Elisabeth Benn, Ana 
Villanueva 
Ushers: Joan Kiologwe, Gace Kiologwe 
Offering counters: Tom Taylor, Ana Villanueva 
Flowers: Maryssa Mapanao-Camaddo 
Refreshments: Neighborhood Group E 
Videographers: Gareth Kit, Breanna Ndwiga, Ray Woodcock 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way  
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at:  

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/ 



 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva 
English-Speaking Congregation 

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland 
Telephone: 022 310 50 89          

pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        
www.genevalutheran.church  

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    
Music Director: Katharina Mainberger-Dellweg 

 
 

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost + 2 August 2026, 11h00 
 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Republic of Congo, Gabon, Sao Tome and 
Principe 

 

Guest Presider and Preacher: Rev. Dr. Ireneusz Lukas 
Guest Organist: Dr. Bernice Elger 

 
 

Welcome 
 

Prelude     Bernice Elger 
  

Greeting (rise)    
 

To imagine anew an abundant grace  
in which blessings are as available as needs,  
and abiding love stretches over our fears,  
we listen to a prophecy of promise  
and engage with an old story of unseen possibilities. 
We find ourselves re-formed into the body of Christ,  
who heals the broken, 
and breaks the bondage of poverty and shame.  
We attune our spirits to his gracious call 
that we come feast with him, 
and become adept, even in the midst of hurt, at thanksgiving and 
praise  
honoring the God of life, feeding us with his word of love. 
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Hymn   Come away from rush and hurry 
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Call to prayer (sit) 
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

God of life, 
satisfaction often eludes us,  
as if we were trained never to be satisfied. 
Another level hovers just beyond our grasp,  
touchable but not attainable.  
The puzzle always has missing pieces,  
lost beyond our control. 
What happened that we became as consumed by having  
as by loving and being loved, 
more attentive to prices  
than to the quest to share? 

 

Save us, generous God. 
Transform us, so our striving is bounded by your grace,  
and our misplaced desires  
lose their power within your righteousness.  
Invite us again to drink of the living waters  
offered without money or price,  
and to feast on your compassion,  
free from fear, 
discovering a satisfaction the world cannot supply,  
applied not because of our deserving,  
but through your steadfast love  
forgiving us, holding us near in Jesus Christ. 
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Sung Response    Jamée ma 
 

 
 

Words of Grace 
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Hymn of Praise (rise)   O ndamm  B-3 
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Prayer of the Day 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

Old Testament Reading    Isaiah 55:1-5 
 

Thus says the LORD: Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and 
you that have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and 
milk without money and without price. Why do you spend your 
money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which 
does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and 
delight yourselves in rich food. Incline your ear, and come to me; 
listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an everlasting 
covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. See, I made him a 
witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. See, 
you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not 
know you shall run to you, because of the LORD your God, the 
Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. 
Reader:   Word of God, word of life! 
Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 
 

The Lord is gracious  
gracious 
and merciful,  
merciful, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, 
abounding in steadfast love. 

 

The Lord is good to all,  
good to all 
and his compassion is over all that he has made. 

 

The Lord upholds all who are falling,  
upholds 
and raises up all who are bowed down, 
raises. 
The eyes of all look to you,  
and you give them their food in due season, 
give. 

 



 
 

 
 

7 

You open your hand,  
open, 
satisfying the desire of every living thing, 
satisfying. 
The Lord is just in all his ways  
just, 
and kind in all his doings, 
kind. 

 

The Lord is near to all who call on him,  
near, 
to all who call on him in truth. 
He fulfills the desire of all who fear him;  
fulfills 
he also hears their cry and saves them, 
hears, saves. 

 

The Lord watches over all who love him,  
watches, 
but all the wicked he will destroy. 
My mouth will speak the praise of the Lord,  
and all flesh will bless his holy name forever and ever. 
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Alleluia (rise)  C-13 
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Gospel Reading  Matthew 14:13-21 
 

The gospel according to Matthew, chapter 14. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a 
deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they 
followed him on foot from the towns. When he went ashore, he saw 
a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. 
When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a 
deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so 
that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 
Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them 
something to eat.” They replied, “We have nothing here but five 
loaves and two fish.” And he said, “Bring them here to me.” Then 
he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five 
loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and 
broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples 
gave them to the crowds. And all ate and were filled; and they took 
up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And 
those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and 
children. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Alleluia   C-13 
 

 
 

Sermon (sit)  Rev. Dr. Ireneusz Lukas 
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Hymn (rise)  Break now the bread of life 
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Apostles’ Creed     A-1 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.   
He descended to the dead.   
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession (sit) 
 

Passing of the Peace 
 

The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

Gathering of Gifts           Yanis Eberhart  violin 
 

Your gifts are essential to our congregation’s ministry. 
You can give in several ways: by placing money in the offering bag,  
by bank transfer (details on the back of the bulletin), or by TWINT. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
   

 
 
Offertory (rise)                     Dada withu                                               D-4 
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When the altar is prepared and ready, we skip to the last verse. 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface 
 

With abundant delight, you created the world. 
Thank you for colors and songs, springs and wonders. 
With abundant spirit, you made humanity in your image. 
Thank you for words and sighs, embraces and gifts. 
With abundant hope, you released your people from slavery. 
Thank you for dances of liberation  
and Miriam’s on-going tambourine rejoicing on freedom’s shore. 
With abundant promise, you gave Isaiah your word, 
Thank you for the invitations that keep on offering life. 
With abundant grace, you sent your Beloved to dwell in our midst. 
Thank you for his presence with us, full of grace and truth. 
With abundant praise, we join the church on earth and all the hosts 
of heaven in singing the glory of your name.  
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Sanctus    Omuyapuki Kalunga  E-20 
 

 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
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Words of Institution  
 

Remembering 
 

. . . We proclaim the mystery of our faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
 

Lord’s Prayer in our many languages     A-3 
Most often in our many languages. 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done on earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever. Amen. 
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Agnus Dei      E-18 
 

 
 

Invitation to Communion   
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Songs during Communion  
  Bendice Señor nuestro pan    D-1 
 

 
   
  The Kingdom of God    F-7 
 

 
 

   
 



 
 

 
 

19 

  We are coming, Lord, to the table    F-11 
 

 
 
   
 



 
 

 
 

20 

  Until all are fed    F-25 
 

 
 

Sending Forth (rise) 
Benediction   
  

Introduction of Visitors and Announcements 
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

As you leave, please return songbooks to the cart in the entryway  
or hand them to an usher. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Hiroshima Day,  Thursday 6 August, 17:30-18:30 
Inter-Faith Reflection & Sharing 
Chapelle Notre-Dame du Perpétuel Secours, Paroisse Sainte-Trinité, Rue de 
Lausanne 69 Genève. 
To commemorate the first atomic bombing, participants from faith 
communities in Geneva will reflect on the consequences of nuclear weapons 
and commitments to peace and human dignity.  Lanterns for Peace, a 
Hiroshima youth project, is providing lanterns like those floated down the river 
there each anniversary.  Pax Christi is organizing this inter-faith event. 
 

Summer Concerts at the ELCG 
This is the final week of the summer concerts. They continue at the ELCG 
every day from 12h30 to 13h30, ending this Saturday. These concerts are 
organized by Musique et Vie, a local charitable organization. All are free and 
open to the public, and this year’s freewill offering will be given to Al 
Kamandjâti, an association providing musical education for Palestinian 
children in the Qalandia refugee camp. The full schedule of the concerts is 
available online: www.musique-vie.ch 
 

Save the Date – All-Congregation Retreat 18-19 September 
This year's all-congregation retreat will take place 18-19 September (Friday-
Saturday) at Domaine de Monteret, a retreat center located near St-Cergue, 
where we have often spent time as a community before. It will be a time for 
sharing conversation, worship, laughter, and good food in beautiful natural 
surroundings. All ages are welcome! Mark your calendars now—registration 
will open in mid-August. 
 

Nursery Care Available for Young Children 
Exceptionally, there is no nursery care today. 
 
Nursery care is available during worship on Sunday mornings for children age 
3 and under. Two paid staff—Simone Lange and Beatrice Tarimo—alternate 
weeks working in the nursery from 11h00 to 13h00. Children are always 
welcome in worship, but for families who wish, this option is available. 
Contact the church office with any questions. 
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Young Adults’ Group 
If you’re 18-30, you have a place here! Join our young adults group to grow in 
faith, build friendships, and walk with Christ. We’ll be meeting up one Friday 
and one Saturday per month at church (top floor). To get connected, please 
text or approach Naomi (+41762146607), Olivia (+41764493137), or Ano 
(+41795502633). 
 

Women’s Circle 
Ladies, come and join our Women’s Circle! We gather in our church, our 
village, on one Saturday each month from 10am to 12pm for coffee and 
croissants and for fellowship and fun. All women church members and regular 
attendees are welcome. Dates for the coming months: 22 August, 12 
September. Please contact Marit Bauer-Moore, Cynthia Wilbers-Muturi, 
Margaret Kehoe-Winkler, or the office for more information. 
 

Riza Le Geyt on Vacation 
Riza Le Geyt is currently away on vacation and will be back in the office on 
Thursday, 6 August 2026. Office email and voicemail will be monitored, but 
response times may be slower while Riza is away, and the office will only be 
open by appointment. 
 

Andy Willis on Vacation 
Andy Willis will be on vacation from 13 July until 6 August. For pastoral 
concerns during this time, please contact Rev. Terry MacArthur: 079 652 32 
96. For administrative matters, please contact the church office. 
 

Serving Weekly Coffee Hour 
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship each Sunday. 
Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups:  
 9 August – Group A  16 August – Group B 
 23 August – Group C  30 August – Group D 
 

If you can help on a week when your group is assigned, 
please let your group’s coordinator know 

 
 
 
 
 

 
cover image: 

Swanson, John August. Loaves and Fishes,  
from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56553    
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Upcoming Events: 
 

Mon-Sat 12h30  Daily summer concerts 
Sun, 9 August 11h00  Worship  Andy Willis presiding and preaching 
 

Office hours: Tuesday 9h30-17h30, Thursday 9h30-17h30, Friday 9h30-13h30 
 
 

Our church is entirely self-supporting. Our ministry is entirely funded by the 
contributions of members and friends of the congregation. Thank you for your 
support! There are three ways you can donate today: 
 

By bank transfer: Using the banking app on your phone, scan one of the QR 
codes below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Banque Cantonale de Genève 
CH26 0078 8000 0510 7337 8 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Post Finance 
CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6 

 
 

By cash: Place your contribution in the offering bags during worship. 
By U.S. dollar check: Make the check payable to “Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America,” and on the memo portion, write “GMG 0858”. 
 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   
 

If you are a guest in our congregation today, please fill out the connection card 
below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or one of the ushers. 
We’d love to be in touch and answer any questions you might have about the church. 
 

ELCG Connection Card 
 Name      
 Phone       
 Email       
 Comments        
 New to Geneva?  Y/N    Date   


