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THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

 
We are followers of Jesus, seeking God’s justice, 

peace, and grace in personal and common witness. 
Our hope each Sunday is to go out of God’s house with good courage into our 

diverse jobs and obligations—with family, civil society, government, business and 
education. We pray for the peace and well-being of all peoples. The Gospel calls us 
wherever we are to use our time and talents for others and for the common good. 

 
     Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 

 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if 
you have been here before and would like to know 
more about our community, please fill out a 
connection card. You can scan this QR code to 
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on 
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering 
basket or give it to one of the ushers. 
 

We are glad you are here—welcome! 
 
Thank you to those sharing in worship leadership this morning:  
Reader: Yanis Eberhart, Nanah Naing’ola 
Prayer leader: Bethany Rosenkrans 
Altar care: Clare Duran, Ana Villanueva 
Assisting ministers: Elisabeth Benn, Filipa de Chassey,  
  Marc de Chassey, Cynthia Wilbers-Muturi 
Ushers: Queen King’ori, Joan Kiologwe, Nashipai Naing’ola 
Offering counters: Penuel Kiondo-Zanetti, Fulata Moyo 
Church school: Marc de Chassey, May Chin Long, Ritu Suna 
Flowers: Nyambura Njoroge, Njoroge Njuguna, Hiromi Yano 
Refreshments: Neighborhood Group E 
Videographer: Breanna Ndwiga, Gareth Kit 
 
 
 

Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way  
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at:  

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/
 
 



 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva 
English-Speaking Congregation 

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland 
Telephone: 022 310 50 89          

pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        
www.genevalutheran.church  

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    
Music Director: Katharina Mainberger-Dellweg 

 

Fourth Sunday in Lent + 15 March 2026, 11h00 
The Sound of Faith 

 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle:  
Denmark, Faroe Islands, Finland, Greenland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden 

 
 

 
Prelude                 Ah! Lord, How Shall I Meet Thee?  

Arr. H. Walcha / Organ: Katharina Mainberger-Dellweg 
  

Greeting (rise) 
 

Soundless, the opening of our eyes, 
but with a new vision we listen to the stories of others,  
as if the cataracts of grayed-out minds were gone.  
Soundless, the opening of our eyes, 
but with new understanding  
we see unblinking,  
with insight rather than stubbornness.  
The wheels of our minds click  
with categories being re-formed,  
prejudices undone,  
wonders singing new possibilities in our ears.  
Soundless, the opening of our eyes, 
but when the mercies all around come into view,  
we break into song,  
praising the creator of sight and sound,  
honoring Jesus Christ, the gracious One. 
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Hymn                Praise the one who breaks the darkness 
During the hymn, children are invited to go to church school 

 

 
 

Call to Prayer (sit) 
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

Gracious God, 
forgive us when our eyes do not want to see, 
when our ears do not want to hear, 
when we become too fearful to open ourselves to the fullness of your love. 
With your questions release us from whatever holds us bound or hurt, 
so we might rise and re-find our life with you, 
hearing anew the voice of Jesus Christ,  
and responding Amen. 
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Words of Grace (rise)   Grace will guide us home 
 

 
 

Prayer of the Day  
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
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Epistle Reading (sit) Ephesians 5:8-14 
 

For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live 
as children of light— for the fruit of the light is found in all that is 
good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 
Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose 
them. For it is shameful even to mention what such people do 
secretly; but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for 
everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, ‘Sleeper, 
awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.’ 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Introduction to the Gospel Yanis Eberhart 
The readings from John’s Gospel this Lent feature extended encounters between 

Jesus and a number of characters. We’ll hear an imaginative telling of each 
character’s backstory, inviting us more deeply into these stories of 

transformation. 
 

Gospel Acclamation  
                                Touch me, God’s Spirit eternal    Verse 1 
 

 
 

Gospel  John 9:1-41 
 

The gospel according to John, chapter 9. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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. . . 
The gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
                                 Touch me, God’s Spirit eternal    Verse 2 
 

Sermon  Andy Willis 
 

Hymn (rise)                              Gather us in  G-38 
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Apostles’ Creed A-1 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.   
He descended to the dead.   
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
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and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession (sit) 
 

God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

Peace (rise) 
 

The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

Gathering of Gifts   Who keeps watch in creation’s night? Choir 
Norwegian, Svein Ellingsen. English, Hedwig T. Durnbaugh. 

Music Trond Kverno: Norway 
 

1. Who keeps the watch in creation's night?  
Who keeps the faith in our darkness?  

Who knows the weakest brother's worth?  
God, let your will be done on earth!  

Help us to follow your word! 
 

2. Who shares a sister's distress and need?  
Who will show patience and kindness?  
Who will stand up for another's right?  

God, let your kingdom come with might!  
Help us to follow your word! 

 

3. Lord, who keeps watch in creation's night,  
Lord, you are near in our darkness.  

Lord, you will show us Christ's day and power!  
Even in life's most fearful hour  

are we with you, Lord, our God? Amen. 
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Your gifts are essential to our congregation’s ministry. 
You can give in several ways: by placing money in the offering bag,  
by bank transfer (details on the back of the bulletin), or by TWINT. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Offering                                   You ask me 
 

      
  Words and music ã 2022. 
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Great Thanksgiving 
 

Sursum Corda                     
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

Preface  
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Sanctus                                Angels in the sky     E-22 
                        

 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
 

Words of Institution    
 

Remembering 
 

. . .We proclaim the mystery of our faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
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Lord’s Prayer  in our many languages    A-3 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done on earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever. Amen. 

 

  



 
 

 
 

12 

Agnus Dei                        Oi, Jumalan Karitsa    E-2 
 

 
 

Communion  
All are welcome for communion. Come and take any empty space around the altar. You 

will receive the bread. Then choose a cup: a dark cup for wine, a lighter cup for grape 
juice. Place the used cup on the next tray. 
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Songs during Communion      
 

Listen, listen 

 
 

Open my eyes 
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                         La ténèbre n’est point ténèbre   F-2 
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                                               Amazing Grace     G-6 
 

 
 

Sending Forth (rise)  
 

Benediction 
 

Introduction of Visitors and Announcements (sit) 
 

Dismissal 
 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

As you leave, please return the book of songs to the cart in the entryway  
or hand it to an usher. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Forum on Building Renovation – 22 March 
For several years, our church has been working with an architect to prepare for 
a possible renovation of the building, including a variety of updates aimed at 
improving its safety, accessibility, and functionality. After worship on 22 
March, our congregation will offer a forum to share the proposed renovation 
plans and timeline and answer questions from the community. While no vote 
will be taken at this meeting, all members of the congregation are strongly 
encouraged to attend, as we will be voting on this proposal (together with the 
German-Speaking Congregation) in a matter of months. 
 
Teens’ Gathering – Today 
This year, there is a gathering for teens (age 13-19) once per month after 
worship: a time for kids to get to know one another better, share in fun 
activities, and grow in faith together. Three young adults from the 
congregation—Gareth Kit, Marianna Lukas, and Nanah Naing’ola—are 
leading the group. This month's gathering (with pizza and group activities) will 
take place today at 13h00. Contact Nanah Naing’ola 
(nanah.naingola@gmail.com) with any questions. All teens are welcome!  
 
Creative Writing Group – Tuesday, 17 March at 19h00 
Everyone who loves to write is invited to join the creative writing group, 
meeting in the Gemeinderaum at the church, once a month on Tuesday 
evening, 19h00 - 20h30. Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, 17 March at 
19h00. Bites will be provided. All welcome!  Please contact Cynthia Wilbers or 
the church office for further info. 
 
Holy Week Schedule 

Palm Sunday, 29 March, 11h00 – with communion 
Maundy Thursday, 2 April, 19h30 – with individual absolution,  
 footwashing, and communion 
Good Friday, 3 April, 19h30 – with the passion according to Matthew 
Easter Eve Vigil, 4 April, 20h30 – the first service of the resurrection,  

lighting the new fire, the readings of salvation history, remembrance of 
baptism, communion. After the service we have a festive pot luck meal. 

Easter Sunday, 5 April, 11h00 – the second service of the resurrection,  
 communion. 
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Harvest Festival – Sunday 26 April 
The Harvest Festival is fast approaching! This is an important annual event, 
raising funds for churches and organizations beyond our congregation. 
This year’s event will take place in the sanctuary, following worship on Sunday 
26 April. Please mark your calendars now, and plan to attend! More details 
will follow soon. 
 
Sharing with Others this Season - Your Ideas Welcome 
Our congregation has long been committed to offering support—financial and 
otherwise—to other churches and organizations. It is an essential part of how 
we live out our calling to love and serve our neighbors, near and far. Two of 
the ways we offer support are through our sharing fund, from which we can 
make small, one-time grants, and our annual Harvest Festival, a fundraiser 
from which all proceeds go to one or more churches or organizations. 
  

The congregation's sharing group is currently looking for your input! Do you 
know of an organization or church—here in Geneva or somewhere else—that 
could use our support? You are welcome and encouraged to bring it to the 
sharing group's attention, for consideration as a possible recipient of sharing or 
Harvest Festival funds. 
  

Possible recipients should be churches or organizations you know and to which 
you have some connection, and they should be focused on providing support 
to the most vulnerable. We cannot offer support to individuals in this way--
recipients must be recognized groups or organizations. You are welcome to 
send any ideas to Maureen Gumbe (whelminaweekes@aol.com) or the church 
office, and they will be forwarded to the sharing group for consideration. 
 
African & Caribbean Fundraising dinner – Saturday, 30 May 2026 
The warmth, colours, tastes, sounds and rhythms of Africa & the Caribbean 
will be on full display at this event. Come and enjoy abundant and tasty food, 
music and dance in our welcoming & loving community. And please share this 
info widely with your family, friends and colleagues. We look forward to 
welcoming you and your guests. The precise time and ticket cost will be 
announced in due course. 
 
Church School 
Church school is offered each Sunday throughout the school year (except for 
the first Sunday of each month, when worship is in the evening). Children 
begin the worship service with their families and return to the sanctuary in time 
for Communion; kids are of course always welcom in worship if they prefer. 
Contact the church office with any questions.  
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Nursery Care for Young Children 
Nursery care is available during worship on Sunday mornings for children age 
3 and under. Two paid staff—Simone Lange and Beatrice Tarimo—alternate 
weeks working in the nursery from 11h00 to 13h00. Children are always 
welcome in worship, but for families who wish, this option is available. 
Contact the church office with any questions. 
 
Young Adults’ Group 
If you’re 18-30, you have a place here! Join our young adults group to grow in 
faith, build friendships, and walk with Christ. We’ll be meeting up one Friday 
and one Saturday per month at church (top floor). To get connected, please 
text or approach Naomi (+41762146607), Olivia (+41764493137), or Ano 
(+41795502633). 
 
Women’s Circle 
Ladies, come and join our Women’s Circle! We gather in our church, our 
village, on one Saturday each month from 10am to 12pm for coffee and 
croissants and for fellowship and fun. All women church members and regular 
attendees are welcome. Dates for the coming months: 18 April. Please contact 
Marit Bauer-Moore, Cynthia Wilbers-Muturi, Margaret Kehoe-Winkler, or the 
office for more information. 
 
Choir Rehearsals 
The choir of the English-Speaking Congregation is open to anyone—we meet 
on Thursday evenings from 19h30 until 21h00 to learn the music for the 
upcoming Sunday worship service and work on additional pieces. Rehearsals 
are led by our music director, Katharina Mainberger-Dellweg. Come and sing! 
Between music lessons and choir, Katharina has supper. You can bring some 
food and join her at 18h45. 
 
Prayer Group 
Our congregation's prayer group meets monthly to pray for the needs of our 
community and our world. Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each 
month, from 19h until 20h, and are generally hybrid, with the possibily of 
joining either in person at church or online via Zoom. Please contact Kiki 
Lawal to receive the Zoom link or if you have or prayer requests you’d like to 
share: kiki.lawal@gmail.com. 
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Serving Weekly Coffee Hour 
 22 March – Group A 29 March – Group B  
 5 April – Group C 12 April – Group D 
 

If you can help on a week when your group is assigned, 
please let your group’s coordinator know 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cover image: 
JESUS MAFA. Jesus cures the man born blind,  

from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. 
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=48383 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

Tue, 17 Mar 19h00  Creative writing group 
Thurs, 19 Mar 19h30  Choir rehearsal 
Sun, 22 Mar   9h45  Confirmation class 
  11h00  Worship and church school 
  12h30  Forum on renovation project 
 

Office hours: Tuesday 9h30-17h30, Thursday 9h30-17h30, Friday 9h30-13h30 
 

Our church is entirely self-supporting. Our ministry is entirely funded by the 
contributions of members and friends of the congregation. Thank you for your 
support! There are three ways you can donate today: 
 
By bank transfer: Using the banking app on your phone, scan one of the QR 
codes below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Banque Cantonale de Genève 
CH26 0078 8000 0510 7337 8 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Post Finance 
CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6 

 
 

By cash: Place your contribution in the offering bags during worship. 
By U.S. dollar check: Make the check payable to “Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America,” and on the memo portion, write “GMG 0858”. 
 
 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   
 
 

If you are a guest in our congregation today, please fill out the connection card 
below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or one of the ushers. 
We’d love to be in touch and answer any questions you might have about the church. 
 

ELCG Connection Card 
 Name      
 Phone       
 Email       
 Comments        
 New to Geneva?  Y/N    Date   


