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ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION 
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00 

8 FEBRUARY 2026  



THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

 
We are a home away-from-home, 

with people from different places becoming sisters and brothers in Christ. 
Our members come from 40 countries and six continents. Some are in Geneva for 
decades, others for only a few months. All help the parish to be a community of 
shared beliefs, experiences and concerns. Opportunities for fellowship, spiritual 
growth and recreation bring families, friends and acquaintances together. Such 

bonds are precious in a city of so many welcomes and farewells. 
 

     Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 
 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if 
you have been here before and would like to know 
more about our community, please fill out a 
connection card. You can scan this QR code to 
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on 
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering 
basket or give it to one of the ushers. 
 

We are glad you are here—welcome! 
 
Thank you to those sharing in worship leadership this morning:  
Reader: Asha Simpson-Amirtham 
Prayer leader: Marc de Chassey 
Altar care: Mee Ji 
Assisting ministers: Filipa de Chassey, Antoinette Djamen,  
 Clare Duran, Monica Sandvik 
Ushers: Alessia and Marc de Chassey 
Offering counters: Fulata Moyo, Samuel Mungure 
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation 
Videographer: Breanna Ndwiga 
 
 
 
 

Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way  
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at:  

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/
 
 



 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva 
English-Speaking Congregation 

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland 
Telephone: 022 310 50 89          

pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        
www.genevalutheran.church  

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    
Music Director: Katharina Mainberger-Dellweg 

 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany + 8 February 2026 
Blessing the New Book of Songs 

 
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: 

Andorra, Italy, Malta, Portugal, San Marino, Spain, Vatican City 
 
 
Prelude   Katharina Mainberger-Dellweg 
 

Greeting (rise) 
 

Together, the courage to enter the song, 
together, the belonging that confirms we are loved by God, 
together, the affirmation that justice will find its reign, 
together, the rebirth of kindly service that sets us free, 
together, the light shining steadily to show the way, 
together, the body of Christ, delighting in an ancient word heard new— 
together, we praise the Blessed Trinity, 
in whom all our songs find their center, the wisdom of God leading to 
life. 
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Hymn                                    Gather us in    G-38 
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Blessing the New Book of Songs (sit) 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Call to Confession  Isaiah 58:1-7 
 

Shout out, do not hold back! 
   Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 
Announce to my people their rebellion, 
   to the house of Jacob their sins.  
Yet day after day they seek me 
   and delight to know my ways, 
as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 
   and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 
they ask of me righteous judgments, 
   they delight to draw near to God.  
‘Why do we fast, but you do not see? 
   Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?’ 
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast-day, 
   and oppress all your workers.  
Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 
   and to strike with a wicked fist. 
Such fasting as you do today 
   will not make your voice heard on high.  

 

Silence 
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Sung Confession                     Kyrie eleison   B-1 
 

 
 
Is such the fast that I choose, 
   a day to humble oneself? 
Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, 
   and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 
Will you call this a fast, 
   a day acceptable to the Lord?  
Is not this the fast that I choose: 
   to loose the bonds of injustice, 
   to undo the thongs of the yoke, 
to let the oppressed go free, 
   and to break every yoke?  
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 
   and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
when you see the naked, to cover them, 
   and not to hide yourself from your own kin?  

 

Silence 
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Sung Confession                 Nos presentamos   B-26 
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Words of Assurance Isaiah 58:8-12 
 

Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
   and your healing shall spring up quickly; 
your vindicator shall go before you, 
   the glory of the Lord shall be your rearguard.  
Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; 
   you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.  
If you remove the yoke from among you, 
   the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,  
if you offer your food to the hungry 
   and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 
then your light shall rise in the darkness 
   and your gloom be like the noonday.  

 

Hymn of Praise                  Ay farzandane nur    B-14 
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The Lord will guide you continually, 
   and satisfy your needs in parched places, 
   and make your bones strong; 
and you shall be like a watered garden, 
   like a spring of water, 
   whose waters never fail.  
Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 
   you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 
you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 
   the restorer of streets to live in.  
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Hymn of Praise                        Chon rizad   F-15 
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Prayer of the Day (rise) 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

Alleluia    C-2 
 

 
 
Gospel  Matthew 5:13-20 
 

The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 5. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said:] ‘You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, 
how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, 
but is thrown out and trampled under foot.  
 

‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be 
hidden. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, 
but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the 
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see 
your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.  
 

‘Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I 
have come not to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until 
heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, 
will pass from the law until all is accomplished. Therefore, whoever 
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breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others 
to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but 
whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds 
that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven.’ 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Alleluia    C-2 
 

Sermon (Sit) Andy Willis 
 

Hymn  (rise)                    You are salt for the world  
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Apostles’ Creed    A-1 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.   
He descended to the dead.   
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

Peace (Rise) 
 

You are the light of the world.  
 

Gathering of Gifts (Sit)      Sa Südames nüüd pane Choir 
Estonian, Anna Hava. Music, Matis Metsala: Estonia 

 

1. Now in your heart keep lighting all candles burning bright,  
so all the shadows found there are quickly put to flight.  
Though you be saddened, grieving, or suffering distress,  

believe the cup of pain will be emptied, nonetheless. 
 

2. No grief will last forever, no dangers long endure,  
within the pain lies promise of joy become mature.  

So in your heart keep lighting all candles burning bright,  
with heaven's peace adorning your spirit with God's light. 
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Your gifts are essential to our congregation’s ministry. 
You can give in several ways: by placing money in the offering bag,  
by bank transfer (details on the back of the bulletin), or by TWINT. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Offering                      Bendice, Señor, nuestro pan    D-1 
 

 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

Sursum Corda                    Lift up your hearts   A-2 
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Preface  
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Sanctus                                    You are holy   E-1         
         

                
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
 

Words of Institution    
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Remembering 
 

Remembering Christ is with us, we share this bread, his body,  
this wine, his blood. 
We proclaim the mystery of our faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
 

Lord’s Prayer  in our many languages    A-3 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done on earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever. Amen. 
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Agnus Dei                        Oi, Jumalan Karitsa    E-2 
 

 
 
Communion  
All are welcome for communion. Come and take any empty space around the altar. You 

will receive the bread. Then choose a cup: a dark cup for wine, a lighter cup for grape 
juice. Place the used cup on the next tray. 
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Songs during Communion  
 

                                             Lumière de Dieu  C-12 
 

 
The Lord is my light 
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                                             Until all are fed    F-25 
 

 
                                                    
                                                     Siyahamb’  F-37 
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Sending Forth (stand)  
 

Benediction 
 

Introduction of Visitors and Announcements (sit) 
 

Dismissal 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
As you leave, please return the book of songs to its cart in the entryway or hand 

it to an usher. 



 
 

 
 

21 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Ash Wednesday, 18 February – Worship at 19h30 
The season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, a service of reflection and 
repentance including the imposition of ashes. Our congregation will gather for 
worship at 19h30 on this day. Whether this centuries-old tradition is familiar 
for you or not, you’re welcome and encouraged to join the community in 
entering the observance of Lent together.   
 
Lent Book Study – For Such a Time as This 
During the six weeks of Lent, you’re invited to join members of the 
congregation in reading and discussing For Such a Time as This: An Emergency 
Devotional, by Hanna Reichl. Here’s a brief description: 

In an era of political polarization, eroding democratic norms, and rising 
authoritarianism, many Christians find themselves disoriented, wondering how their 
faith should inform myriad daily decisions. Drawing upon both scholarship and 
pastoral wisdom, theologian Hanna Reichel offers a timely resource for believers 
seeking spiritual grounding amid societal upheaval. “For Such a Time as This” 
provides a thoughtful framework for discernment rooted in scripture, historical 
wisdom, and the core commitments of Christian faith. 

Weekly discussion groups will meet at a variety of times during the season of 
Lent. If you’re interested in joining, please register using the signup sheet 
available after worship (or the online form that will be shared via our weekly 
newsletter). 
 
Teens’ Gathering – Next Sunday, 15 February 
This year, there is a gathering for teens (age 13-19) once per month after 
worship: a time for kids to get to know one another better, share in fun 
activities, and grow in faith together. Three young adults from the 
congregation—Gareth Kit, Marianna Lukas, and Nanah Naingola—are 
leading the group. This month's gathering (with pizza and group activities) will 
take place next Sunday, 15 February at 13h00. Contact Nanah Naingolah 
(nanah.naingola@gmail.com) with any questions. All teens are welcome!  
 
Young Adults’ Group 
If you’re 18-30, you have a place here! Join our young adults group to grow in 
faith, build friendships, and walk with Christ. We’ll be meeting up one Friday 
and one Saturday per month at church (top floor). To get connected, please 
text or approach Naomi (+41762146607), Olivia (+41764493137), or Ano 
(+41795502633). 
 

  



 
 

 
 

22 

Nursery Care Available for Young Children 
Nursery care is available during worship on Sunday mornings for children age 
3 and under. Two paid staff—Simone Lange and Beatrice Tarimo—alternate 
weeks working in the nursery from 11h00 to 13h00. Children are always 
welcome in worship, but for families who wish, this option is available. 
Contact the church office with any questions. 
 
Choir Rehearsals – Thursday Evenings 
The choir of the English-Speaking Congregation is open to anyone—we meet 
on Thursday evenings from 19h30 until 21h00 to learn the music for the 
upcoming Sunday worship service and work on additional pieces. The 
rehearsals will be led by our music director, Katharina Mainberger-Dellweg. 
Come and sing! Between music lessons and choir, Katharina has supper. You 
can bring some food and join her at 18h45. 
  
Church School Now in Session  
Church school is offered each Sunday throughout the school year (except for 
the first Sunday of each month, when worship is in the evening). Children 
begin the worship service with their families and return to the sanctuary in time 
for Communion; kids are of course always wlecome in worship if they prefer. 
Contact the church office with any questions. 
 
Women’s Circle Invitation  
Ladies, come and join our Women’s Circle! We gather in our church, our 
village, on one Saturday each month from 10am to 12pm for coffee and 
croissants and for fellowship and fun. All women church members and regular 
attendees are welcome. Dates for the coming months: 21 February, 14 March, 
18 April. Please contact Marit Bauer-Moore, Cynthia Wilbers-Muturi, 
Margaret Kehoe-Winkler, or the office for more information. 
  
Serving Weekly Coffee Hour 
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship each Sunday. 
Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups:  
 8 February – Group E 15 February – Group A  
 22 February – Group B 1 March – Group C 
 

If you can help on a week when your group is assigned, 
please let your group’s coordinator know 

 
 

Cover image: 
Photo by james chan on Unsplash  
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Upcoming Events: 
 

Thurs, 12 Feb 19h30  Choir practice 
Sun, 15 Feb   9h45  Confirmation class 
  11h00  Worship and church school 
  13h00  Teens’ gathering 
 

Office hours: Tuesday 9h30-17h30, Thursday 9h30-17h30, Friday 9h30-13h30 
 

Our church is entirely self-supporting. Our ministry is entirely funded by the 
contributions of members and friends of the congregation. Thank you for your 
support! There are three ways you can donate today: 
 

By bank transfer: Using the banking app on your phone, scan one of the QR 
codes below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Banque Cantonale de Genève 
CH26 0078 8000 0510 7337 8 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Post Finance 
CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6 

 
 

By cash: Place your contribution in the offering bags during worship. 
By U.S. dollar check: Make the check payable to “Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America,” and on the memo portion, write “GMG 0858”. 
 
 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   
 
 

If you are a guest in our congregation today, please fill out the connection card 
below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or one of the ushers. 
We’d love to be in touch and answer any questions you might have about the church. 
 

ELCG Connection Card 
 Name      
 Phone       
 Email       
 Comments        
 New to Geneva?  Y/N    Date   


