
 
 
 
 

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF GENEVA 
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION 
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 17H30 

4 JANUARY 2026  



THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

 
We are a congregation where music, liturgy, and prayer  

reflect the richness of the global church. 
We gather each week for worship that is both firmly rooted in the ancient forms 
and traditions of Christian liturgy and attuned to contemporary concerns. We 

encounter the good news of Jesus in scripture, in song, in the sacraments, and in 
the gathered community. The Ecumenical Prayer Cycle shapes our weekly 

worship, leading us to pray for and sing songs from different parts of the world. 
 

     Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 
 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if 
you have been here before and would like to know 
more about our community, please fill out a 
connection card. You can scan this QR code to 
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on 
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering 
basket or give it to one of the ushers. 
 

We are glad you are here—welcome! 
 
Thank you to those sharing in worship leadership this morning:  
Reader: Nina Kiderlin 
Prayer leader: Vivienne Talsma 
Altar care: Marian Frerichs 
Assisting ministers: Elisabeth Benn, Fulata Moyo  
Ushers: Asha Simpson, Fulata Moyo 
Coffee Hour: Neighborhood Group E 
Videographers: Ray Woodcock, Breanna Ndwiga 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way  
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at:  

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/



 

 

 
 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva 
English-Speaking Congregation 

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland 
Telephone: 022 310 50 89          

pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        
www.genevalutheran.church  

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    
Music Director: Katharina Mainberger-Dellweg 

 

Second Sunday after Christmas + 4 January, 2026 
In anticipation of Epiphany 

 
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Palestine 

 
 

Guest Preacher and Presider: Rev. Terry MacArthur 
 

 
Quieting  Koko Taylor, Oud 
 

Greeting (rise) 
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Hymn of Light                     O radiant Light 
 

 
 

Prayer (sit) 
 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 

 

From Psalm 72 
 

Antiphon 
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Give the king your justice, O God,  
and your righteousness to the king's son,  
that he may rule your people righteously,  
and your poor with justice;  
that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,  
and the hills in righteousness. 

 

Sung Antiphon 
 

Let him defend the needy among the people,  
rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.  

 

Sung Antiphon 
 

May he live as long as the sun and moon endure,  
from one generation to another. 
Let him come down like rain upon the mown field,  
like the showers that water the earth.  

 

Sung Antiphon 
 

May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute,  
and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts.  
May all kings bow down before him, and all nations do him service. 
For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress,  
the oppressed, and those who have no helper.  
He has compassion on the lowly and poor,  
and preserves the lives of the needy.  
From oppression and violence he redeems their lives,  
and precious is their blood in his sight.  

 

Sung Antiphon 
 

Gospel Reading (rise) Matthew 2:1-12 
 

The Gospel according to Matthew chapter 2. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is 
the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his 
star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ When King 
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 
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and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 
inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.  They told him, 
‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 
among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to 
shepherd my people Israel.”’ Then Herod secretly called for the wise 
men and learned from them the exact time when the star had 
appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search 
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me 
word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’  

 

When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of 
them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped 
over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had 
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, 
they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and 
paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered 
him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned 
in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by 
another road. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon (sit)  Terry MacArthur 
 

Hymn (rise)          When heaven’s bright with mystery 
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Prayers of Intercession (sit) 
God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

Peace (rise) 
The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

Gathering of Gifts (sit)          Go light your world Bismark Sitorus
 English and Music by Chris Rice 

 

1. There is a candle in every soul. some brightly burning, some dark and cold. 
There is a spirit who brings a fire, ignites a candle and makes his home. 

 

So carry your candle, run to the darkness. 
Seek out the helpless, confused and torn. Hold out your candle for all to see it. 

Take your candle, and go light your world. (2x) 
 

2. Frustrated brother, see how he's tried to light his own candle some other way. 
See now your sister, she's been robbed and lied to,  

still holds a candle without a flame. 
 

So carry your candle, run to the darkness.  
Seek out the lonely, the tired and worn. 
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Hold out your candle for all to see it. 
Take your candle, and go light your world. (2x) 

 

3. ‘Cause we are a family whose hearts are blazing 
so let's raise our candles and light up the sky, 

praying to our Father, in the name of Jesus make us a beacon in darkest times. 
 

So carry your candle, run to the darkness.  
Seek out the helpless, deceived and poor. Hold out your candle for all to see it.  

Take your candle, and go light your world. (2x) 
 

Carry your candle, run to the darkness. 
Seek out the helpless, confused and torn. Hold out your candle for all to see it. 

Take your candle, and go light your world. (3x) 
 

 
Your gifts are essential to our congregation’s ministry. 

You can give in several ways: by placing money in the offering bag,  
by bank transfer (details on the back of the bulletin), or by TWINT. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Offertory (rise)                    What child is this vs. 3 
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Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

 
 

Preface  
 

For the whole of creation 
thanks. 
For the breath of your Spirit, inviting our humanity, 
thanks. 
For the freedom from slavery and the gift of your Word, 
thanks. 
For the promise of a new world of justice and peace, 
thanks. 
For your Beloved, Jesus Christ, your presence in our midst, 
the way, the truth, the life. 
thanks. 
So with all your saints of every time and place, we sing your praise. 
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Sanctus      
        

 
                        

Eucharistic Prayer 
 

Words of Institution    
 

Remembering 
 

Remembering Christ, his life, his teaching, his presence with us,  
we share this bread, his body, and this wine, his blood.  
We proclaim the mystery of our faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
 

Lord’s Prayer in our many languages 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those who sin against us.   
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei                             Ya hamalaLah 
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Communion 
All are welcome for communion. We gather around the table. Take any empty space. 
You will receive the bread. Then choose a cup: a dark cup for receiving wine, a lighter 
cup for grape juice. When you have drunk, place the used cup on the next tray. Sisters 

and brothers, come, let us receive the gifts of God together. 
 

Hymn at the end of Communion 
Darkness now enfolds us 

 

 
 

Sending Forth (stand)  
 

Benediction 
 

Introduction of Visitors and Announcements (sit) 
 

Dismissal 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Next Sunday – 11 January, 11h00 
We return to the morning time for worship to celebrate the Baptism of Christ, 
the traditional reading for the First Sunday after Epiphany. Rev. Andy Willis 
will preside and preach.  
 
Church School 
Church school restarts next Sunday during the worship service. Children begin 
the worship service with their families and return to the sanctuary in time for 
Communion.  
 

At every baptism we promise as a community to support the baptized in their 
growth in the the Christian faith. Church school is one way we do that.  At the 
start of this New Year, you could help our community keep its commitment by 
becoming part of the team of teachers who minister to the children who come.  
If you are interested contact the church office. 
 
Nursery Care Available for Young Children 
Nursery care is available during worship on Sunday mornings for children age 
3 and under. Two paid staff—Simone Lange and Beatrice Tarimo—will 
alternate weeks working in the nursery from 11h00 to 13h00. Children are 
always welcome in worship, but for families who wish, this option will now be 
available. Contact the church office with any questions. 
 

Young Adults’ Group 
If you’re 18-30, you have a place here! Join our young adults group to grow in 
faith, build friendships, and walk with Christ. We’ll be meeting up one Friday 
and one Saturday per month at church (top floor). To get connected, please 
text or approach Naomi (+41762146607), Olivia (+41764493137), or Ano 
(+41795502633). 
 

New Year’s Concert & Apéro – 12 January 2026 at 18:00 
The start of a new year is a perfect moment to pause, reflect, and share 
something beautiful together. Music has a special way of inviting introspection 
and setting the tone for what’s to come. We warmly invite you to spend the 
evening of Monday, January 12, with Yanis Eberhart and friends, enjoying an 
hour of captivating music by Matteis, Biber, Telemann, and Leclair. After the 
concert, please stay for an apéro with crêpes, and take time to chat, reconnect, 
and celebrate the new year together. We are looking forward to seeing you 
there! 
 

Free entrance — offerings gratefully accepted 
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Singing favorite hymns--Saturday, 10 January, 10h30-12h30 Sanctuary 
The final section of our new hymn collection still needs a sing-through. As we 
sing, we find mistakes (often) in both the music and the words. We need some 
who are proficient with red pencils. But others, less eagle-eyed, can also come 
and enjoy singing. Help us finish this project.  
 
Choir Rehearsals – Thursday Evenings 
The choir of the English-Speaking Congregation is open to anyone—we meet 
on Thursday evenings from 19h30 until 21h00 to learn the music for the 
upcoming Sunday worship service and work on additional pieces. The 
rehearsals will be led by our music director, Katharina Mainberger-Dellweg. 
Come and sing! 
 
Between music lessons and choir, Katharina has supper. You can bring some 
food and join her at 18h45.    
 
Women’s Circle Invitation  
Ladies, come and join our Women’s Circle! We gather in our church, our 
village, on one Saturday each month from 10am to 12pm for coffee and 
croissants and for fellowship and fun. All women church members and regular 
attendees are welcome. Dates for the coming months: 17 January, 21 
February, 14 March, 18 April. Please contact Marit Bauer-Moore, Cynthia 
Wilbers-Muturi, Margaret Kehoe-Winkler, or the office for more information. 
 
Serving Weekly Coffee Hour 
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship each Sunday. 
Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups:  
 11 January – Group A     18 January – Group B 
 25 January – Group C 1 February – Group D 
 

If you can help on a week when your group is assigned, 
please let your group’s coordinator know 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cover image: 
Villeneuve-sur-Lot Chapelle Notre-Dame-de-Grâce-et-de-Toute-Joie (chapelle du Bout du Pont),  

Photographer: Mossot 
from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=55313 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

Thurs, 8 Jan 19h30  Choir Practice, Sanctuary 
Sat, 10 Jan 10h30  Hymn corrections, Sanctuary 
Sun, 11 Jan 11h00  Worship and church school, Rev. Andy Willis 
 

Office hours: Tuesday 9h30-17h30, Thursday 9h30-17h30, Friday 9h30-13h30 
 

Our church is entirely self-supporting. Our ministry is entirely funded by the 
contributions of members and friends of the congregation. Thank you for your 
support! There are three ways you can donate today: 
 
By bank transfer: Using the banking app on your phone, scan one of the QR 
codes below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Banque Cantonale de Genève 
CH26 0078 8000 0510 7337 8 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Post Finance 
CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6 

 
 

By cash: Place your contribution in the offering bags during worship. 
By U.S. dollar check: Make the check payable to “Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America,” and on the memo portion, write “GMG 0858”. 
 
 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   
 
 
 

If you are a guest in our congregation today, please fill out the connection card 
below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or one of the ushers. 
We’d love to be in touch and answer any questions you might have about the church. 
 

ELCG Connection Card 
 Name      
 Phone       
 Email       
 Comments        
 New to Geneva?  Y/N    Date   


