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ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION 
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00 

9 FEBRUARY 2025  



THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

 
We are a church with open arms,  

where each person is welcome in God’s all-inclusive love. 
Jesus shared God’s gracious love with all people, and we seek to follow this 
example. People of any economic status, marital or family situation, sexual 

orientation, gender identity, or ability are welcome to full participation in our 
congregation. We honor the unique gifts of each. 

Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 
 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if 
you have been here before and would like to know 
more about our community, please fill out a 
connection card. You can scan this QR code to 
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on 
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering 
basket or give it to one of the ushers. 
 

We are glad you are here—welcome! 
 
Thank you to those sharing in worship leadership this morning:  
Reader: Adela Bevan 
Prayer leader: Gladys Yegon 
Altar care: Aleida Auld 
Assisting ministers: Elisabeth Benn, Vivien Liu, Sarah Stephens 
Ushers: Cynthia Wilbers-Muturi, Maarten Wilbers 
Offering counters: Ngoni Hove, Fulata Moyo 
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation 
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group C 
Videographers: Breanna Ndwiga, Ray Woodcock 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way  
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at:  

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/ 
 



 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva 
English-Speaking Congregation 

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland 
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89          

pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        www.genevalutheran.ch  
Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    

Music Director: Katharina Mainberger-Dellweg 
 
 

The Fifth Sunday after Epiphany + 9 February 2025, 11h00 
 

 
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: 

Andorra, Italy, Malta, Portugal, San Marino, Spain, Vatican City 
 
 
 
Welcome 
 

Prelude    Katharina Mainberger-Dellweg 
 

Greeting 
 

Caught by grace, 
drawn into the widening net of God’s embrace, 
we are carried within a sea of love beyond our understanding. 
Together we discover our many gifts and vocations, 
not of our own choosing, 
losing our lives for the life worth the living, 
giving ourselves so we might shine with God’s glory bright, 
telling the Gospel story of Jesus Christ, 
whose voice rings out over the waters of every sea, 
calling out our many names, 
awaiting the response, 
“Here am I. Send me.” 
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Hymn We all are one in mission  
 

 
 

Call to Prayer 
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Prayer of Confession 
 

Indeed, holy and glorious God,  
we are part of a multitude of unclean lips.  
With dishonest talk all around us,  
it is easy to become less constrained by the truth. 
Arrogant power pulls us into wanton selfishness.  
Repetitive cries for vengeance keep us ever angry.  
We confess how easily we stray from love.  
Our screens fill up with, “Woe, woe, woe!” 
Indeed, we are lost.  
Too often we fish all night with nets remaining empty.  
Would you call us anyway, Christ Jesus, to follow you?  
Would you reach toward us, and tell us not to fear?  
Would you send your angels to change our taste,  
so love might be our bread and willing spirits our wine?  
Turn us, God glorious and holy,  
to a faithfulness able to say wholeheartedly, “Here I am, send me.” 

 

Kyrie 

 
Words of Grace 
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Hymn of Praise   Canta mio cuore  
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Prayer of the Day  
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 6:1-8 
 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a 
throne, high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. 
Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two 
they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and 
with two they flew. And one called to another and said: ‘Holy, holy, 
holy is the Lord of hosts; he whole earth is full of his glory.’ The 
pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and 
the house filled with smoke. And I said: ‘Woe is me! I am lost, for I 
am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; 
yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!’ 

 

Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been 
taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my 
mouth with it and said: ‘Now that this has touched your lips, your 
guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.’ Then I heard the voice 
of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’ 
And I said, ‘Here am I; send me!’ 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Reading 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
 

Now I should remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news 
that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also 
you stand, through which also you are being saved, if you hold 
firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have 
come to believe in vain.  For I handed on to you as of first 
importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins 
in accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that 
he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and 
that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to 
more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of 
whom are still alive, though some have died. Then he appeared to 
James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to someone untimely 
born, he appeared also to me. For I am the least of the apostles, unfit 
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to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But 
by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace towards me has 
not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of 
them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 
Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come 
to believe. 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation    Will you come and follow me Solo 
Text by John Bell and Graham Maule: Scotland 

 

1. Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?  
Will you go where you don't know and never be the same?  

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known,  
will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

 

Gospel  Luke 5:1-11 
 

The Gospel according to Luke, chapter 5. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and 
the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, he saw 
two boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out 
of them and were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, 
the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way 
from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the 
boat.  When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out 
into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch."   
 

                                      Will you come and follow me Solo 
2. Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name?  
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same?  

Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare?  
Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 

 

Simon answered, "Master, we have worked all night long but have 
caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets."  When 
they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were 
beginning to break.  So they signaled their partners in the other boat 
to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that 
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they began to sink.  But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at 
Jesus' knees, saying, "Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful 
man!"  For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch 
of fish that they had taken; and so also were James and John, sons of 
Zebedee, who are partners with Simon. 
 

                                      Will you come and follow me Solo 
3. Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name?  
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same?  

Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen,  
and admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

 

Then Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid; from now on you will 
be catching people."   When they had brought their boats to shore, 
they left everything and followed him. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Congregational Response       Thuma mina 
 

 
 

Sermon  Andy Willis 
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Hymn  Every day, I will offer you  
 

 
 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed                 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
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who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father  
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession    
 

God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

Gathering of Gifts  
               

Your gifts are essential to our congregation’s ministry.  
You can give in several ways: by placing money in the offering bag,  
by bank transfer (details on the back of the bulletin), or by TWINT. 

 
 
 
               
 
 
 
 
 

Gathering of Gifts                     It can be a girl  Children’s Choir 
Tomas Boström: Sweden 

 

1. It can be a girl in Guatemala, it can be a man in Tel Aviv,  
it can be a lady in Luanda, anyone can show you a belief.  

Refrain:  Open your doors, open your doors, open your doors the world is 
waiting. (2x) 

 

2. It can be a sunny day in springtime, it can be a song you like to hear,  
it can be a hand you like to hold on, something someone whispers in your ear.  

 

3. It can be in church the whole thing happens,  
it can be in something that you see,  

it can be the glowing of the candles, it can be a word that is the key. 
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Offertory         Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
 

 
 

Great Thanksgiving 

 
 

Preface 
 

Sanctus   You are holy   
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Eucharistic Prayer 
 

Words of Institution    
 

Remembering 
 

Jesus calls us to this table.  
With this bread he says, “Follow me.”  
With this wine he says, “Don't be afraid.”  
His body and blood become our strength. 
We proclaim the mystery of our faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
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Lord’s Prayer   in our many languages 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.   
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei Christ, Agneau de Dieu  
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Invitation to Communion   
 

All are welcome for communion.  
Come and take any empty space around the altar. You will receive the bread. 

Then choose a cup: a dark cup for wine, a lighter cup for grape juice.  
Place the used cup on the next tray before returning to your seat. 

 

Songs during Communion     Thuma Mina 
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Tú has venido a la orilla 
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Take, O take me as I am 

 
 

Sending forth 
 

Sending Song           Will you come and follow me 
Solo: 4. Will you love the 'you' you hide if I but call your name?  

Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same?  
Will you use the faith you've found to reshape the world around,  
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 

 
All: 
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Benediction  
 

Introduction of Visitors and Announcements 
 

Dismissal 
 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Interested in Joining the English-Speaking Congregation? 
Membership in our congregation is simple, a way of claiming this as your 
home church in Geneva for however long you are here. You can still retain 
membership in a church in your home country if you wish. If you’d like to 
learn more about joining the congregation as a member, please contact the 
church office or Andy Willis soon. We plan to receive newmembers shortly 
and will hold an orientation session in the coming weeks. 
 
Women’s Circle Invitation  
Ladies, come and join our Women’s Circle! We gather in our church, our 
village, on one Saturday each month from 10am to 12pm for coffee and 
croissants and for fellowship and fun. All women church members and regular 
attendees are welcome. Dates for the coming months: 15 March, 19 April, 10 
May. Please contact Marit Bauer-Moore, Cynthia Wilbers, Gladys Yegon, 
Margaret Kehoe-Winkler or the office for more information. 
 
Lunch and Games for Teens – Sunday 23 February 
Following worship on Sunday 23 February, teens are invited to spend the 
afternoon together at the church. We'll have lunch as a group and play board 
games together. All youth ages 13-19 are welcome to join! 
 
Taizé Evening Prayer – Wednesday 26 February 
On Wednesday, 26 February, our church will be hosting a Taizé-style evening 
prayer service, with songs, scripture, prayer, and silence. We will be joined by 
two brothers from Taizé who are visiting Geneva for meetings at this time. All 
are welcome to attend. 
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Asian Dinner – Saturday 29 March 
Mark your calendars! On the evening of Saturday 29 March, some of our 
congregation members from Asia are planning a dinner to raise funds for the 
church. Details will follow. If you wish to help out with this project, please 
contact Seng Ra Marit or Hiromi Yano. 
 
Lent Quiet Day – Saturday 5 April 
Also for your calendars: please note that the congregation is planning a quiet 
day on Saturday 5 April. We’ll spend the day together at Le Cénacle, a former 
monastery in Geneva, with time for prayer, reading, walking, and reflecting. 
 
Youth Trip to Taizé – Ascension Weekend 
The congregation is exploring the possibility of organizing a trip to Taizé for 
youth ages 15-20, over the Ascension weekend (29 May – 1 June). If your son 
or daughter is possibly interested in joining, please contact Andy Willis soon. 
 
2024 Giving Statements 
Giving statements are available this morning—please pick yours up! Those not 
picked up today will be sent by post this week. 
 
Serving Weekly Coffee Hour 
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship each Sunday. 
Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups:  

 16 February – Group D 23 February – Group E 
 2 March – Group A 9 March – Group B 

 

If you can help on a week when your group is assigned, 
please let your group’s coordinator know. 

 
Andy Willis Away this Week 
Andy will be out of town from 11-14 February. He is unavailable for meetings 
this week and will reply to emails and phone messages after returning. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cover Image: 
Photo by Rikin Katyal on Unsplash 

 

 



 
 

 
 

18 

This Week’s Schedule: 
 

Thurs, 13 Feb 19h30 Choir practice 
Sun, 16 Feb  10h00 Church school  
  11h00 Worship on the Sixth Sunday after Epiphany, 

Rev. Árni Svanur Danielsson preaching 
 

Office hours: Tuesday 9h30-17h30, Thursday 9h30-17h30, Friday 9h30-13h30 
 

Our church is entirely self-supporting. Our ministry is entirely funded by the 
contributions of members and friends of the congregation. There are three 
ways you can donate today: 
 

By bank transfer: Using the banking app on your phone, scan one of the QR 
codes below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Banque Cantonale de Genève 
CH26 0078 8000 0510 7337 8 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Post Finance 
CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6 

 
 

By cash: Place your contribution in the offering bags during worship. 
 

By U.S. dollar check: Make the check payable to “Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America,” and on the memo portion, write “GMG 0858”. 
 

Thank you for your support of our ministry together! 
 

 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   
 

 

If you are a guest in our congregation today, please fill out the connection card 
below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or one of the ushers. 
We’d love to be in touch and answer any questions you might have about the church. 
 

ELCG Connection Card 
 Name      
 Phone       
 Email       
 Comments        
 New to Geneva?  Y/N    Date   


