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ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION 
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 17H30 

2 FEBRUARY 2025  



THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

 
We are a home away-from-home,  

with people from different places becoming sisters and brothers in Christ. 
Our members come from 40 countries and six continents. Some are in Geneva for 
decades, others for only a few months. All help the parish to be a community of 
shared beliefs, experiences and concerns. Opportunities for fellowship, spiritual 
growth and recreation bring families, friends and acquaintances together. Such 

bonds are precious in a city of so many welcomes and farewells. 
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 

 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if 
you have been here before and would like to know 
more about our community, please fill out a 
connection card. You can scan this QR code to 
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on 
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering 
basket or give it to one of the ushers. 
 

We are glad you are here—welcome! 
 
Thank you to those sharing in worship leadership this evening:  
Reader: Kiki Lawal 
Prayer leader: Jonathan Frerichs 
Altar care: Penuel Kiondo-Zanetti 
Assisting ministers: Cynthia Wilbers-Muturi, Gladys Yegon 
Usher: Lusubilo Malakibungu 
Offering counters: Sam Mungure, Tom Taylor 
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation 
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group B 
Videographers: Breanna Ndwiga, Ray Woodcock 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way  
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at:  

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/ 
 



 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva 
English-Speaking Congregation 

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland 
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89          

pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        www.genevalutheran.ch  
Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    

Music Director: Katharina Mainberger-Dellweg 
 
 

The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany + 2 February 2025, 17h30 
 

 
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: 

Algeria, Libya, Morocco, Western Sahara, Tunisia 
 
 
 
Welcome 
 

Prelude    Katharina Mainberger-Dellweg 
 

Greeting 
 

God is love, 
the birth of our faith and its summation.  
God is love,  
our hope, our signpost, our manner, our song.  
God is love,  
the simplest understanding of Christianity, and also its most 
encompassing.  
God is love,  
crucified again and again, yet rising within the embrace of eternity. 
God is love. 
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Hymn Love divine, all loves excelling  
 

 
 

Call to Prayer 
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

Gracious God, 
deep inside, we know that loving is living, 
yet how quickly our patience fails  
so kindness strides away on a swagger of pride. 
How naturally resentment seems to rise,  
justifying a rudeness that insists on our own way. 
Forgive us all that falls short of following your way. 



 
 

 
 

3 

Turn us to the love that bears all things, believes all things,  
hopes all things, endures all things. 
Instill in us the love that never ends, 
whose strength is not the ability to push or punch, 
but the courage to embrace and include, even in the face of our fears. 
Lead us with your steadfast love, to be more loving, 
serving your Beloved, Jesus Christ, love divine, all loves excelling, 

 

Kyrie 

 
 

Words of Grace 
  

Hymn of Praise   Thoxa si  
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Prayer of the Day  
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  

 

Epistle Reading 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
 

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have 
love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have 
prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, 
and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have 
love, I am nothing. If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand 
over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain 
nothing.  
 

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or 
arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable 
or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the 
truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures 
all things.  
 

Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as 
for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end.  
For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; but when 
the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. When I was a 
child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a 
child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. For 
now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. 
Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been 
fully known. And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and 
the greatest of these is love. 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia   
 

 

 
 

Gospel  Luke 4:21-30 
 

The Gospel according to Luke, chapter 4. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Then he began to say to them, "Today this scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing." All spoke well of him and were amazed at 
the gracious words that came from his mouth. They said, "Is not this 
Joseph's son?" He said to them, "Doubtless you will quote to me this 
proverb, 'Doctor, cure yourself!' And you will say, 'Do here also in 
your hometown the things that we have heard you did at 
Capernaum.'" 
 

And he said, "Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet's 
hometown. But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the 
time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six 
months, and there was a severe famine over all the land; yet Elijah 
was sent to none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon.  
There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet 
Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian."  
When they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage.  
They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow of 
the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl him 
off the cliff. But he passed through the midst of them and went on 
his way. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Hymn  Every day, I will offer you 
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Apostles’ Creed                 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father  
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession    
 

God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

Gathering of Gifts  
               

Your gifts are essential to our congregation’s ministry.  
You can give in several ways: by placing money in the offering bag,  
by bank transfer (details on the back of the bulletin), or by TWINT. 

 
 
 
               
 
 
 
 
 

Anthem                                    Ubi Caritas Choir 
Music: Carlotta Ferrari, 2018, Text: Paulinus of Aquileia, 8th century 

 

Ubi cáritas et amor, Deus ibi est. 
Congregávit nos in unum Christi amor. 

 

Where charity and love are, God is there. 
Christ's love has gathered us into one. 
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Offertory    We give you thanks  

 

 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

 

 

 
 

Preface 
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Sanctus                                    
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 
 

Words of Institution    
 

Remembering 
 

Because Christ is with us at this table, love is the bread we eat,  
and love is the wine poured out for our salvation. 
We proclaim the mystery of our faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
 

Lord’s Prayer   in our many languages 
 

Agnus Dei Ya hamalaLah  
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Invitation to Communion   
 

All are welcome for communion.  
Come and take any empty space around the altar. You will receive the bread. 

Then choose a cup: a dark cup for wine, a lighter cup for grape juice.  
Place the used cup on the next tray before returning to your seat. 

 

Songs during Communion      Ubi caritas 
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Chon rizad 
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Jesu, Jesu 
 

 
 

Sending forth 
Benediction  
Introduction of Visitors and Announcements 
Dismissal 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

Interested in Joining the English-Speaking Congregation? 
Membership in our congregation is simple, a way of claiming this as your 
home church in Geneva for however long you are here. You can still retain 
membership in a church in your home country if you wish. If you’d like to 
learn more about joining the congregation as a member, please contact the 
church office or Andy Willis soon. We plan to receive newmembers shortly 
and will hold an orientation session in the coming weeks. 
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Prayer Group – Tuesday 4 February 
Our congregation's prayer group meets monthly to pray for the needs of our 
community and our world. The next meeting will take place at church, on 
Tuesday, 4 February from 19h until 20h. If you cannot join in person, it will 
also be possible to join online, via Zoom. Please contact Kiki Lawal with any 
questions you have or prayer requests you like to share: kiki.lawal@gmail.com. 
 

Women’s Circle Invitation – Saturday 8 February 
Ladies, come and join our Women’s Circle! We gather in our church, our 
village, on one Saturday each month from 10am to 12pm for coffee and 
croissants and for fellowship and fun. All women church members and regular 
attendees are welcome. Dates for the coming months: 8 February, 15 March, 
19 April. Please contact Marit Bauer-Moore, Cynthia Wilbers, Gladys Yegon, 
Margaret Kehoe-Winkler or the office for more information. 
 

Children's Choir - 8 and 9 February 
On Saturday 8 February, Katharina Mainberger-Dellweg will be offering a 
children's choir rehearsal at the church from 10h to 12h. The children will learn 
a song that they will then sing during the worship service on 9 February. Kids 
of all ages are welcome! Contact Katharina with any questions: 
katharina@genevalutheran.ch 
 

Youth Trip to Taizé – Ascension Weekend 
The congregation is exploring the possibility of organizing a trip to Taizé for 
youth ages 15-20, over the Ascension weekend (29 May – 1 June). If your son 
or daughter is possibly interested in joining, please contact Andy Willis soon. 
 

2024 Giving Statements 
The church office is currently working on preparing 2024 giving statements for 
all who gave on record last year. We hope to have them ready in the next 1-2 
weeks—thank you for your patience. 
 

Serving Weekly Coffee Hour 
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship each Sunday. 
Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups:  

 9 February – Group C 16 February – Group D 
 23 February – Group E 2 March – Group A 

 

If you can help on a week when your group is assigned, 
please let your group’s coordinator know. 

 
Cover Image: 

Faith, Hope, Love, and Wisdom, Rila Monastery, Bulgaria 
 Galabova, CC BY-SA 4.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0>,  

via Wikimedia Commons 
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This Week’s Schedule: 
 

Tue, 4 Feb 19h00 Prayer group 
Thurs, 6 Feb 19h30 Choir practice 
Sat, 8 Feb 10h00 Children’s choir practice 
  10h00 Women’s circle 
Sun, 9 Feb  10h00 Church school  
  11h00 Worship on the Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

Office hours: Tuesday 9h30-17h30, Thursday 9h30-17h30, Friday 9h30-13h30 
 

Our church is entirely self-supporting. Our ministry is entirely funded by the 
contributions of members and friends of the congregation. There are three 
ways you can donate today: 
 

By bank transfer: Using the banking app on your phone, scan one of the QR 
codes below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Banque Cantonale de Genève 
CH26 0078 8000 0510 7337 8 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Post Finance 
CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6 

 
 

By cash: Place your contribution in the offering bags during worship. 
 

By U.S. dollar check: Make the check payable to “Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America,” and on the memo portion, write “GMG 0858”. 
 

Thank you for your support of our ministry together! 
 

 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   
 

 

If you are a guest in our congregation today, please fill out the connection card 
below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or one of the ushers. 
We’d love to be in touch and answer any questions you might have about the church. 
 

ELCG Connection Card 
 Name      
 Phone       
 Email       
 Comments        
 New to Geneva?  Y/N    Date   


