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ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION 
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00 

22 DECEMBER 2024  



THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

 
We are a congregation where music, liturgy,  

and prayer reflect the richness of the global church. 
We gather each week for worship that is both firmly rooted in the ancient forms 
and traditions of Christian liturgy and attuned to contemporary concerns. We 

encounter the good news of Jesus in scripture, in song, in the sacraments, and in 
the gathered community. The Ecumenical Prayer Cycle shapes our weekly 

worship, leading us to pray for and sing songs from different parts of the world. 
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 

 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if 
you have been here before and would like to know 
more about our community, please fill out a 
connection card. You can scan this QR code to 
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on 
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering 
basket or give it to one of the ushers. 
 

We are glad you are here—welcome! 
 
Thank you to those sharing in worship leadership this morning:  
Reader: Jonathan Mtata, Jane Bang 
Prayer leader: Kiki Lawal 
Altar care: Clare Duran 
Assisting ministers: Faith Fookes, Rumiko Jaussi, Kristen Namigai,  
  Cynthia Wilbers-Muturi 
Ushers: Joan Kiologwe, Nashipai Naing’olah 
Offering counters: May Chin Long, Tom Taylor 
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation 
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group A 
Videographers: Breanna Ndwiga, Ray Woodcock 
 
 
 
 
 

Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way  
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at:  

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/ 
 



 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva 
English-Speaking Congregation 

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland 
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89          

pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        www.genevalutheran.ch  
Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    

Music Director: Katharina Mainberger-Dellweg 
 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent + 22 December 2024, 11h00 
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle:  Algeria, Libya, Morocco, Western Sahara, Tunisia 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Japan, North Korea, South Korea 
 

 
 
Welcome 
 

Prelude     Katharina Mainberger-Dellweg 
 

Greeting 
 

No longer hidden behind the clouds  
but revealed in the body of Christ, 
the glory of God shines forth. 
No longer far away, as if on a throne of distant galaxies, 
but as close as an infant in a mother’s womb, 
through a body, we are saved. 
Like seeing a cathedral rebuilt,  
no longer bearing dirt and grime,  
nor dulled by the smoke of time, 
we behold God’s face restored to us, 
singing, with Mary, a song of hope. 
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Hymn Canticle of the Turning  

 



 
 

 
 

3 

 
 
Epistle Reading Hebrews 10:5-10 
 

Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices 
and offerings you have not desired but a body you have prepared for 
me; in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure.  
Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ (in the 
scroll of the book it is written of me).”  When he said above, “You 
have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings 
and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to 
the law), then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.”  He 
abolishes the first in order to establish the second.  And it is by 
God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the 
body of Jesus Christ once for all.  

 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Response to the Word 
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Litany 

 
 

Hymn Come, thou long expected Jesus  
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Prayer of the Day  
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  

 

Old Testament Reading Micah 5:2-5a 
 

O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose 
origin is from of old, from ancient days.  Therefore, he shall give 
them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel.  And 
he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the 
majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall live secure, 
for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the 
one of peace.  

 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 80:1-7 
 

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 
you who lead Joseph like a flock! 
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, 
shine forth 
before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh. 
Stir up you might, and come to save us! 
Restore us, O God; let your face shine,  
that we may be saved. 
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O Lord God of hosts,  
how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers? 
You have fed them with the bread of tears  
and given them tears to drink in full measure. 
You make us the scorn of our neighbors. 
Our enemies laugh among themselves. 
Restore us, O God of hosts,  
let your face shine,  
that we may be saved. 

 

Alleluia  

 
 

Gospel  Luke 1:39-56 
 

The Gospel according to Luke, chapter 1. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in 
the hill country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and 
greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child 
leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and 
exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, 
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that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the 
sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. And 
blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment of what 
was spoken to her by the Lord.’ And Mary said:  
 

My soul magnifies the Lord,  
   and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,  
for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. 
   Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;  
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
   and holy is his name.  
His mercy is for those who fear him 
   from generation to generation.  
He has shown strength with his arm; 
   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
   and lifted up the lowly;  
he has filled the hungry with good things, 
   and sent the rich away empty.  
He has helped his servant Israel, 
   in remembrance of his mercy,  
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
   to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’ 
 

And Mary remained with her for about three months and then 
returned to her home. 
 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Alleluia 
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Sermon  Andy Willis 
 

Offering of Stars 
 

Hymn  Unexpected and mysterious  
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Blessing the Stars 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father  
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession    
 

God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

The Passing of the Peace 
 

The peace of Christ be with you.    
And also with you. 

 

Gathering of Gifts      
 

Your gifts are essential to our congregation’s ministry.  
You can give in several ways: by placing money in the offering bag,  
by bank transfer (details on the back of the bulletin), or by TWINT. 

 
 
 
 
 
           
 
 

 
 

Anthem                         When out of poverty is born Choir 
English, Kathy Galloway. Music Este’s Psalter 1592, England. 
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1. When out of poverty is born a dream that will not die, 

 and landless, weary folk find strength to stand with heads held high, 
 it’s then we learn from those who wait to greet the promised day,  
‘The Lord is coming; don’t lose heart. Be blest: prepare the way.’ 

 
2. When people wander far from God, forget to share their bread, 
 they find their wealth an empty thing, their spirits are not fed.  

For only just and tender love the hungry soul will stay.  
And so God’s prophets echo still ‘Be blest: prepare the way.’ 

 
3. When God took flesh and came to earth, the world turned upside down,  

and in the strength of woman’s faith the Word of Life was born.  
She knew that God would raise the low, it pleased her to obey.  

Rejoice with Mary in the call, ‘Be blest: prepare the way!’ 
 

Offertory                    Of the Father’s love begotten 
 

 

 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
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Preface 
 

Sanctus 

 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
 

Words of Institution    
 

Remembering 
 

We remember Jesus, his coming in our midst.   
This bread, his body, this wine his blood. 
We proclaim the mystery of our faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
 

Lord’s Prayer   in our many languages 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those who sin against us.   
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei O Lamb of God  
 

 
  

Invitation to Communion   
 

All are welcome for communion.  
Come and take any empty space around the altar. You will receive the bread. 

Then choose a cup: a dark cup for wine, a lighter cup for grape juice.  
Place the used cup on the next tray before returning to your seat. 
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Songs during Communion          
 

O-so-so 
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Magnificat 
 

 
 

Lo, how a rose e’re blooming 
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Sending forth 
 

Benediction    
 

Introduction of Visitors and Announcements 
 

Dismissal 
 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

Christmas Worship Services 
Our congregation will gather for worship several times in the coming week. All 
are welcome to join in the celebration of Christmas.  
 

Christmas Eve, 24 December 17h30   
Candlelight with an abundance of stars will shine over the carols. Bring 
star-shaped Christmas cookies to share. 
 

Christmas Day, 25 December 11h00   
Communion and carols celebrate the presence of Christ. 
 

First Sunday of Christmas, 29 December 11h00 
The celebration continues! Rev. Sarah Stephens preaching and presiding. 

 
Christmas Carol Singalong – Today at 17h00 
This afternoon, 22 December, at 17h00, the English- and German-Speaking 
Congregations will hold a Christmas carol singalong at the church. Weather 
permitting, we'll be in the church garden, singing for one another and for our 
neighbors in the Old Town--and if the weather doesn't cooperate, we'll be in 
the sanctuary. Refreshments will be provided afterward; all are warmly 
welcome. 
 
Consider a Year-End Gift to the Congregation 
For many, Christmas is a time for giving thanks and expressing generosity. 
Please consider a gift to the congregation as the year comes to a close, perhaps 
in thanks for the role it has played in your life or your family’s life this year. It 
is possible to give via bank or post transfer, PayPal, TWINT, or in cash during 
an upcoming worship service. All the details are on our website, and any gift is 
meaningful and a great help: https://genevalutheran.church/giving/ 
 

Thank you for generosity and your part in our community’s life! 

 
Serving at the Soup Kitchen  
Our congregation will be serving at the Soup Kitchen on Saturday, 18 January 
2025. It takes place from 8h30 until about 13h00 at Le Jardin de Montbrillant 
(Rue de Montbrillant 3) just behind Geneva Cornavin train station. All are 
welcome to sign up and help prepare and serve a warm meal. Contact the 
church office or Elisabeth Benn (chriselis_benn@bluewin.ch) for more 
information. 
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Administrative Assistant on Vacation 
Riza Le Geyt will be on vacation until 3 January. The office will be closed 
during this time, but emails and phone messages will be checked regularly. For 
any urgent matters, please contact Pastor Andy directly at 079 544 70 12. 
 
Serving Weekly Coffee Hour 
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship each Sunday. 
Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups:  

25 December – All 29 December – Group B 
5 January – Group C 12 January – Groupm D 

 

If you can help on a week when your group is assigned, 
please let your group’s coordinator know. 

 
Food For Ukraine – Donations Welcome 
A friend of the congregation from Luzhany, a small town in southwestern 
Ukraine, is collecting food to be sent by van to his village this month. 
Conditions in this region have been very difficult since the start of the war, and 
our support would be much appreciated at this time. Particular needs are: tuna, 
sardines, oil, rice, coffee, sugar, and salt. Chocolates for children at the local 
school are also welcome, as are adhesive bandages (bandaids). Donations are 
welcome through Sunday 22 December, either this Sunday morning or at the 
Christmas carol singalong this evening. Many thanks for considering joining in 
this effort. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cover Image: 
Magnificat, St-Hugues Church, France. Photo by Valerie Marinoni 
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This Week’s Schedule: 
 

Sun, 22 Dec 17h00 Christmas carol singalong 
Tues, 24 Dec 16h30 Choir practice 
  17h30 Worship on Christmas Eve  
Wed, 25 Dec 11h00 Worship on Christmas Day  
Sun, 29 Dec 11h00 Worship on the First Sunday of Christmas,  
   Rev. Sarah Stephens preaching and presiding 
  

Office hours: Tuesday 9h30-17h30, Thursday 9h30-17h30, Friday 9h30-13h30 
 

Our church is entirely self-supporting. Our ministry is entirely funded by the 
contributions of members and friends of the congregation. There are three 
ways you can donate today: 
 

By bank transfer: Using the banking app on your phone, scan one of the QR 
codes below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Banque Cantonale de Genève 
CH26 0078 8000 0510 7337 8 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Post Finance 
CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6 

 
 

By cash: Place your contribution in the offering bags during worship. 
 

By U.S. dollar check: Make the check payable to “Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America,” and on the memo portion, write “GMG 0858”. 
 

Thank you for your support of our ministry together! 
 

 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   
 

If you are a guest in our congregation today, please fill out the connection card 
below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or one of the ushers. 
We would love to be in touch and answer any questions you might have about our 
congregation. 
 

ELCG Connection Card 
 Name      
 Phone       
 Email       
 Comments        
 New to Geneva?  Y/N    Date   


