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ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION 
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00 

10 NOVEMBER 2024  



THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

 
We are a congregation where music, liturgy, 

and prayer reflect the richness of the global church. 
We gather each week for worship that is both firmly rooted in the ancient forms 
and traditions of Christian liturgy and attuned to contemporary concerns. We 

encounter the good news of Jesus in scripture, in song, in the sacraments, and in 
the gathered community. The Ecumenical Prayer Cycle shapes our weekly 

worship, leading us to pray for and sing songs from different parts of the world. 
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 
 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if 
you have been here before and would like to know 
more about our community, please fill out a 
connection card. You can scan this QR code to 
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on 
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering 
basket or give it to one of the ushers. 
 

We are glad you are here—welcome! 
 
Thank you to those sharing in worship leadership this morning:  
Guest Preacher and Presider: Rev. Dr. Kenneth Mtata 
Reader: Arnav Suna 
Prayer leader: Kiki Lawal 
Altar care: Clare Duran 
Assisting ministers: Rumiko Jaussi, Vivien Liu, Nyambura Njoroge,  
  Nathan Day Wilson 
Ushers: Nashipai Naing’ola, Queen King’ori 
Offering counters: May Chin Long 
Church school: Pia Hannewald, Nanah Naing’ola, Yatich Yegon 
Flowers: Kiki Lawal 
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group E 
Videographers: Breanna Ndwiga, Ray Woodcock 
 
 
 
 

Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way  
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at:  

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/ 



 

 

 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva 

English-Speaking Congregation 
20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland 

Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89          
pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        www.genevalutheran.ch  

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    
Music Director: Katharina Mainberger-Dellweg 

 

Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost + 10 November 2024, 11h00 
 

Guest Preacher and Presider: Rev. Dr. Kenneth Mtata 
A Home away from Home:   Stewardship 2025 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle:  Algeria, Libya, Morocco, Western Sahara, Tunisia 
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle:  Aotearoa New Zealand, Australia 

 
Welcome  
 

Prelude  Katharina Mainberger-Dellweg 
  

Greeting    
 

Embraced by the steadfast love of God, 
we are released from the selfishness that imprisons us. 
The grace of Christ, that matchless gift, that beckoning goal,  
frees us from the consuming calculation of gain and loss. 
Our hearts are warmed 
by the sighs of the Spirit, singing in those near us, 
praising together the Blessed Trinity, 
gathering us into the arms where peace abounds. 
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Hymn Tama ngakau marie  
 

 
 

Invitation to Prayer 
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Prayer of Confession 
 

God of life, 
the influence of money is like a virus in the air we breathe. 
We cannot seem to escape its pull,  
even when we want to be loving and gracious. 
It shapes our world, our cultures, even our dreams.    
“What’s in it for me?”  becomes the standard question, 
until self-interest infects our moral bearings  
and we become stiff, unable to turn aright. 
Save us, Christ Jesus.  
Save us, Christ Jesus, for we are lost. 
Forgive us the selfish wanting without end, 
the selfish jockeying for status, 
the selfish having. 
Remove the fear that keeps us bound. 
Release us from the constant running round trying to get ahead. 
Return to us the appreciation of treasures you provide, 
the embrace of love,  
the community in which your Spirit comes near,  
the ancient word that suddenly speaks anew when read.     
the gratitude that comes from giving,  
the delight when someone listens well and hears 
Teach us how to follow you so we honor your name. 
 

Sung Response Lord, have mercy  
 

 
 

Words of Grace 
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Hymn of Praise                     O Lord Jesus Marrkapmirr  
 

 
 

Prayer of the Day  
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  

 

Psalm 100 
 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.  
Worship the Lord with gladness; 
come into God’s presence with singing.  

 

Know that the Lord is God, 
our maker to whom we belong; 
we are God’s people, and the sheep of God’s pasture.  

 

Enter the gates of the Lord with thanksgiving, 
and the courts with praise. 
Give thanks and bless God’s holy name.  

 

Good indeed is the Lord; 
whose steadfast love endures for ever, 
whose faithfulness endures to all generations. 
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Epistle Reading   2 Corinthians 8:1-7 
 

We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of God 
that has been granted to the churches of Macedonia; for during a 
severe ordeal of affliction, their abundant joy and their extreme 
poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For, 
as I can testify, they voluntarily gave according to their means, and 
even beyond their means, begging us earnestly for the privilege of 
sharing in this ministry to the saints— and this, not merely as we 
expected; they gave themselves first to the Lord and, by the will of 
God, to us, so that we might urge Titus that, as he had already made 
a beginning, so he should also complete this generous undertaking 
among you. Now as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in 
knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in our love for you—so we 
want you to excel also in this generous undertaking. 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia 
 

 
 
Gospel Reading  Mark 12:38-44 
 

The Gospel according to Mark, chapter 12. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

As [Jesus] taught, he said, ‘Beware of the scribes, who like to walk 
around in long robes, and to be greeted with respect in the market-
places, and to have the best seats in the synagogues and places of 
honour at banquets! They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of 
appearance say long prayers. They will receive the greater 
condemnation.’ 
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He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting 
money into the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. A poor 
widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a 
penny. Then he called his disciples and said to them, ‘Truly I tell 
you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are 
contributing to the treasury. For all of them have contributed out of 
their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she 
had, all she had to live on.’ 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Alleluia 
 

Sermon   Kenneth Mtata 
 

Hymn Take my gifts  
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Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father  
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession    
 

God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

The Passing of the Peace 
 

The peace of Christ be with you.    
And also with you. 
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Testimony     Clare Duran 
 

Gathering of Gifts           
 

Your gifts are essential to our congregation’s ministry.  
You can give in several ways: by placing money in the offering bag,  
by bank transfer (details on the back of the bulletin), or by TWINT. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Anthem  I saw the rich ones Choir 

English and Music by Pat Mayberry:   Canada 
Arranged by Margaret Stubbington 

 

1. I saw the rich ones, I saw what they gave;  
the widow who offered two pennies she’d saved;  

and I saw she was smiling and I knew she was glad, 
and I wondered because she gave all that she had.  

Refrain   
But with God the world is turned upside down;  

the poor are embraced and the lost they are found.  
Let’s work for a world where all people are free;  

where it’s good to feel good about God loving you and me. 
 

2. I saw Zaccheus, a sinner they said,  
but to his house I saw Jesus go to break bread; 

and I knew something special had happened that day 
when Zaccheus gave half of his riches away. 

 

3. The men in the vineyards were grumbling one day;  
I knew they weren't happy with what they’d been paid; 

for the ones who came later were paid just the same 
as the workers who greeted the dawn when they came. 
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Offertory                    Mi pela i bung   
 

 

 
Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

 

Preface 
 

For the light shining through the chaos,  
thanks.  
For the breath that gives life,  
thanks.  
For the dancing on freedom’s side of the sea, 
thanks.  
For the manna in the desert,  
thanks.  
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For the water from the rock,  
thanks.  
For the widows giving all they have,  
thanks.  
For the prophets drumming justice and rhyming hope, 
thanks.  
For the gift of Jesus Christ, loving the whole world,  
thanks.  
With the church on earth, 
with all the saints and angels, we join in the ongoing hymn of praise. 

 

Sanctus                    Kudus, kudus, kuduslah Tuhan  
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Eucharistic Prayer 
 

Words of Institution    
 

Remembering 
 

Love is served at this table, as we remember Jesus.  
This bread, the body of Christ.  
This wine, the blood of Christ. 
We proclaim the mystery of our faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
 

Lord’s Prayer   in our many languages 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.   
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei Anak Domba Allah  
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Invitation to Communion   
 

All are welcome for communion. Come and take any empty space around the 
altar. You will receive the bread. Then choose a cup: a dark cup for wine, a 

lighter cup for grape juice. Place the used cup on the next tray before returning to 
your seat. 

 

Songs during communion   
Far beyond our mind’s grasp 
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May we see Christ’s loving face 
 

 
 

Holy sacred Spirit 
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Nothing is lost in the love of God 
 

 
 

Sending Forth 
 

Benediction    
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Introduction of Visitors and Announcements 
 

Dismissal 
 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Pastoral Care while Andy is gone 
If you should need pastoral care, please contact Maureen Gumbe, 
whelminaweekes@aol.com, 079 331 2981.  She will put you in contact with 
one of the pastors of our community.   Andy will be back next Sunday, but his 
plane arrives too late to be in worship.   
 
Congregational Meeting    
The next congregational meeting will be on Sunday 24 November after church.   
During the meeting we will adopt the budget for 2024 and elect a nominating 
committee for new members of the church council. Although it is preferred 
that you be present in the sanctuary, you may also attend by Zoom.   The 
documents will be sent by email.  If you prefer a printed copy, please contact 
the church office. 
 
Stewardship for 2025 – “A Home Away from Home” 
Every autumn, we as congregation members are invited to reflect on what this 
community means to us and on how we will each offer our support in the 
coming year in terms of time, talents, and money. Today, Clare Duran gave 
witness and the following Sundays, Njoroge Njuguna and Sivin Kit will do so 
as well.  We are now encouraged to offer our estimates of giving for the 
coming year. Giving forms will be sent out by email and by post in the coming 
week and we ask each member to bring its time and talents form on Sunday, 24 
November. Please take this step of participating in our ministry in an 
intentional way. 
 
Women’s Circle Invitation 
Ladies! You’re invited to come to our Church Women’s Circle! We will gather 
in our church, which is our village, on one Saturday each month for coffee and 
croissants and to share in fellowship and fun. All women church members and 
regular attendees are welcome in the Circle. We plan to meet on the following 
dates: 23 November from 10h00 to 12h00, for an art workshop, and 6 
December at 18h30, for a Christmas dinner. Contact Marit Bauer-Moore (079 
320 3046; maritbmoore@hotmail.com) or Cynthia Wilbers (079 409 8503; 
cwilbers@gmail.com) for more information. 
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Choir Rehearsals - Thursday Evenings 
The choir of the English-Speaking Congregation is open to anyone—we meet 
on Thursday evenings from 19h30 until 21h00 to learn the music for the 
upcoming Sunday worship service and work on additional pieces. Come and 
sing! 
 
Church School 
We meet each Sunday from 10h00 to 10h45 during the school year (except on 
the first of each month, when worship is in the evening, and during school 
vacations). There are two classes—one for ages 3-8, and one for 9 through 
confirmation age—both meeting in the top floor classrooms. Questions? 
Contact the church office.  
 
Serving Weekly Coffee Hour 
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship each Sunday. 
Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups:  

17 November – Group A 24 November – Group B  
1 December – Group C 8 December – Group D 
 

If you can help on a week when your group is assigned, 
please let your group’s coordinator know. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cover Image: 
Photo by Nadiia Vynar on Unsplash 
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This Week’s Schedule:   
 

Thurs, 14 Nov 19h30 Choir practice 
Sun, 17 Nov 10h00 Church school 
Sun, 17 Nov 11h00 Worship on the Twenty-Sixth Sunday after 

Pentecost   Terry MacArthur preaching 
 
  

Office hours: Tuesday 9h30-17h30, Thursday 9h30-17h30, Friday 9h30-13h30 
 

Our church is entirely self-supporting. Our ministry is entirely funded by the 
contributions of members and friends of the congregation. There are three 
ways you can donate today: 
 

By bank transfer: Using the banking app on your phone, scan one of the QR 
codes below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Banque Cantonale de Genève 
CH26 0078 8000 0510 7337 8 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Post Finance 
CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6 

 
 

By cash: Place your contribution in the offering bags during worship. 
 

By U.S. dollar check: Make the check payable to “Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America,” and on the memo portion, write “GMG 0858”. 
 

Thank you for your support of our ministry together! 
 

 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   
 

If you are a guest in our congregation today, please fill out the connection card 
below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or one of the ushers. 
We would love to be in touch and answer any questions you might have about our 
congregation. 
 

ELCG Connection Card 
 Name      
 Phone       
 Email       
 Comments        
 New to Geneva?  Y/N    Date   


