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ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION 
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00 

13 OCTOBER 2024  



THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

 
We are a parish of many cultures and traditions,  

with deep Lutheran roots and wide ecumenical branches. 
Geneva is a crossroads city and our doors are open to people from all over the 

world. About half of our members come from Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist, 
Catholic, Anglican and other traditions, and half have Lutheran links. The 
Lutheran Church of Geneva was started by German expatriates in the 18th 

century, and the English-Speaking Congregation was formed in the 1950s after 
the World Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation, World YWCA and 

United Nations agencies opened offices in Geneva. 
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 
 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if 
you have been here before and would like to know 
more about our community, please fill out a 
connection card. You can scan this QR code to 
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on 
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering 
basket or give it to one of the ushers. 
 

We are glad you are here—welcome! 
 
Thank you to those sharing in worship leadership this morning:  
Guest Preacher: Rev. Judy Davis 
Reader: Bethany Rosenkrans 
Altar care: Grace George 
Assisting ministers: Caetano de Chassey, Eva de Chassey,  
  Filipa de Chassey, Alyssa Ndwiga 
Ushers: Alessia de Chassey, Naomi Mungure 
Offering counters: Penuel Kiondo-Zanetti, May Chin Long 
Church School: Nina Kiderlin, Nanah Naing’ola, Grete Willis,  
  Gladys Yegon 
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation 
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group A 
Videographers: Breanna Ndwiga, Ray Woodcock 
 
 

Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way  
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at:  

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/ 



 

 

 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva 

English-Speaking Congregation 
20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland 

Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89          
pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        www.genevalutheran.ch  

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    
Music Director: Katharina Mainberger-Dellweg 

 

 
Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost + 13 October 2024, 11h00 

 
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Belize, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico 

 
Weekend of Prayer and Action against Hunger 

Guest Preacher: Rev. Judy Davis 
 
 
 
 
Welcome  
 

Prelude  Katharina Mainberger-Dellweg 
  

Greeting    
 

Whenever the hands of the hungry no longer plead in vain, 
a light breaks forth like the dawn. 
Whenever we lose our fear and find our compassion, 
the glory of the Lord becomes our protector. 
When the pointing of the finger and the speaking of evil are put 
away, 
we hear God’s tender voice, “Here I am.” 
In the body of Christ, the hungry child cries in our stomachs, 
and the worried mother stares in us with eyes of desperation. 
The needs of the afflicted wound our spirits like a parched place, 
until we cry out, 
and in the crying, we find Jesus crying out with us, for us, in us, 
gathering us, the hungry, the hurting, the insecure, into one. 
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Hymn                                   Until all are fed 
 

 
 

Invitation to Confession 
 

Silence 
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Prayer of Confession  
 

We cry out, gracious God: 
the bonds of injustice still shackle many; 
the yoke grows heavier; 
those fleeing poverty often face walls and waves rather than 
welcoming arms; 
the hungry are used as pawns by the powerful  
rather than valued as persons. 
Forgive us when we pull ourselves away and fail to hear. 
Turn us from patterns and practices that cheapen the lives of others. 
Heal us of our worries and fears,  
so our self-giving shines with the light of your love, 
reflecting the free gift of life in Jesus Christ, 
whose word is our way, 
whose cross is our sign.    

 

Sung Response                        Oye, Señor 
 

 
 

Words of Grace    
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Hymn of Praise             Tal ainu kuwesi ta Alla 
 

 
 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 58:6-12 
 

Is not this the fast that I choose: 
   to loose the bonds of injustice, 
   to undo the thongs of the yoke, 
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to let the oppressed go free, 
   and to break every yoke?  
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 
   and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
when you see the naked, to cover them, 
   and not to hide yourself from your own kin?  
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
   and your healing shall spring up quickly; 
your vindicator shall go before you, 
   the glory of the Lord shall be your rearguard.  
Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; 
   you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.  

 

If you remove the yoke from among you, 
   the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,  
if you offer your food to the hungry 
   and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 
then your light shall rise in the darkness 
   and your gloom be like the noonday.  
The Lord will guide you continually, 
   and satisfy your needs in parched places, 
   and make your bones strong; 
and you shall be like a watered garden, 
   like a spring of water, 
   whose waters never fail.  
Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 
   you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 
you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 
   the restorer of streets to live in.  

 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 34:1-8 
 

I will bless the Lord at all times; 
whose praise shall continually be in my mouth.  
My soul makes its boast in the Lord; 
let the humble hear and be glad.  
O magnify the Lord with me, 
and let us exalt God’s name together.  
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I sought the Lord, who answered me, 
and delivered me from all my fears.  
Look to God, and be radiant; 
so your faces shall never be ashamed.  
This poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord, 
and was saved from every trouble.  
The angel of the Lord encamps 
around those who fear God, and delivers them.  
O taste and see that the Lord is good; 
happy are those who take refuge in God.  

 

Alleluia     
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Gospel Reading  Matthew 25:31-46 
 

The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 25. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with 
him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will 
be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from 
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will 
put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the 
king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed 
by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I 
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was 
sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” 
Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw 
you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to 
drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed 
you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw 
you sick or in prison and visited you?” And the king will answer 
them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these 
who are members of my family, you did it to me.” Then he will say 
to those at his left hand, “You that are accursed, depart from me into 
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry 
and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to 
drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you 
did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit 
me.” Then they also will answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw 
you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and 
did not take care of you?” Then he will answer them, “Truly I tell 
you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not 
do it to me.” And these will go away into eternal punishment, but 
the righteous into eternal life.’ 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Alleluia 
 

Sermon  Rev. Judy Davis 
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Hymn                  Jesus, you are the bread we long for 
 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
During the creed the children are invited to come to the front. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father  
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Prayer 
 

Prayers of Intercession    
 

God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

The Passing of the Peace 
 

The peace of Christ be with you.    
And also with you. 

 

Gathering of Gifts          
Greg Wierzynksi and Nellia Wierzynska, violins 

 
Offertory                     Bendice Señor nuestro pan 
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Great Thanksgiving 

 
 

Preface 
 

Sanctus                                 Le lo le lo lay lo 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
 

Words of Institution    
 

Remembering 
 

Since this is the table of Jesus Christ, we remember that we do not 
eat and drink on our own. With this bread, broken, we become part 
of his body. With this cup poured out, we become part of his blood.    
We proclaim the mystery of our faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
 

Lord’s Prayer   in our many languages 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those who sin against us.   
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever. Amen. 
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Agnus Dei                             Ya hamalaLah 
 

 

 
 

Invitation to Communion   
 

Songs during Communion      
 

Somos pueblo que camina 
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We come now to the table, Lord 
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Sera la paz 
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Canto de esperanza 
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Sending Forth 
 
Benediction          The peace of the Lord be with you 
 

 
 

Benediction    
 

Introduction of Visitors and Announcements 
 

Dismissal 
 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 

Interested in Joining the English-Speaking Congregation? 
Membership in our congregation is simple, a way of claiming this as your 
home church in Geneva for however long you are here. You can still retain 
membership in a church in your home country if you wish. If you’d like to 
learn more about joining the congregation as a member, please contact the 
church office or Andy Willis soon. We plan to receive newmembers shortly 
and will hold an orientation session in the coming weeks. 
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Young Adult’s Group – Friday, 18 October 
Young Adults Group is back on! If you are between the ages of 18-30 years 
old, you are welcome to join us on Friday, 18 October at 19h00. For this first 
meeting after the summer break, we plan to connect, play games, and get to 
know each other better. You can contact either Olivia Anderson at (076 449 31 
37) or Naomi Mungure at (076 214 66 07) for more information. 
 
Serving at the Soup Kitchen on Saturday, 26 October 
Our congregation will be serving at the Soup Kitchen on Saturday, 26 October 
2024. It takes place from 9h00 until about 13h00 at Le Jardin de Montbrillant 
(Rue de Montbrillant 3) just behind Geneva Cornavin train station. All are 
welcome to sign up and help prepare and serve a warm meal. Contact the 
church office or Elisabeth Benn (chriselis_benn@bluewin.ch) for more 
information. 
 

Harvest Festival – Postponed to May 2025 
Our congregation has a long tradition of holding an annual Harvest Festival, 
where we raise funds for one or more outside projects. This year we have 
decided to postpone the event until the spring, so it can have more of its own 
space in a moment in our church's life when it doesn't overlap with other 
fundraising efforts. We remain committed to supporting other organizations 
and churches engaged in meaningful and important work, and we will 
continue to do so through our sharing fund this season. 
 
 

Choir Rehearsals - Thursday Evenings 
The choir of the English-Speaking Congregation is open to anyone—we meet 
on Thursday evenings from 19h30 until 21h00 to learn the music for the 
upcoming Sunday worship service and work on additional pieces. Come and 
sing! 
 

Serving Weekly Coffee Hour 
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship each Sunday. 
Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups:  

20 October – Group B 27 October – Group C  
3 November – Group D 10 November – Group E 

If you can help on a week when your group is assigned, 
please let your group’s coordinator know. 

 
 

 
 

Cover Image: 
Photo by Ashwini Chaudhary(Monty) on Unsplash  
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This Week’s Schedule:   
 

Thurs, 17 Oct 19h30 Choir practice 
Fri, 18 Oct 19h00 Young adult’s group 
Sun, 21 Oct 10h00 Church School 
  11h00 Worship on the Twenty-Second Sunday after 

Pentecost  
Office hours: Tuesday 9h30-17h30, Thursday 9h30-17h30, Friday 9h30-13h30 

 

Our church is entirely self-supporting. Our ministry is entirely funded by the 
contributions of members and friends of the congregation. There are three 
ways you can donate today: 
 

By bank transfer: Using the banking app on your phone, scan one of the QR 
codes below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Banque Cantonale de Genève 
CH26 0078 8000 0510 7337 8 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Post Finance 
CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6 

 
 

By cash: Place your contribution in the offering bags during worship. 
 

By U.S. dollar check: Make the check payable to “Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America,” and on the memo portion, write “GMG 0858”. 
 

Thank you for your support of our ministry together! 
 

 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   
 

If you are a guest in our congregation today, please fill out the connection card 
below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or one of the ushers. 
We would love to be in touch and answer any questions you might have about our 
congregation. 
 

ELCG Connection Card 
 Name      
 Phone       
 Email       
 Comments        
 New to Geneva?  Y/N    Date   


