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THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

We are a church with open arms, 
where each person is welcome in God’s all-inclusive love.

Jesus shared God’s gracious love with all people, and we seek to follow this 
example. People of any economic status, marital or family situation, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, or ability are welcome to full participation in 

our congregation. We honor the unique gifts of each.
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

If you are worshipping with us for the first Gme or if 
you have been here before and would like to know more 
about our community, please fill out a connection card. 
You can scan this QR code to submit one online, or you 
can fill out the card on the back of the bulletin and place 
it in the offering basket or give it to one of the ushers.

We are glad you are here—welcome!

Thank you to those sharing in worship leadership this morning: 
Guest Preacher: Rev. Sarah Stephens
Guest Presider: Rev. Judy Davis
Reader: Marit Bauer, Judy Sarriot, Maritza Vitela
Prayer leader: Fulata Moyo, Irene Ndwiga
Altar care: Kim Avafia, Clare Duran
Assisting ministers: Clare Duran, Faith Fookes, Margaret Kehoe-Winkler, 

Cynthia Wilbers-Muturi
Ushers: Margaret Kehoe-Winkler, Queen King’ori
Offering counters: Ngoni Hove, Fulata Moyo
Church School: May Chin Long, Irene Ndwiga, Grete Willis
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group B
Videographers: Breanna Ndwiga, Ray Woodcock

Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way 



and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at: 
https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/


Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89         

pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        www.genevalutheran.ch 
Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis   

Music Director: Katharina Mainberger-Dellweg

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost + 15 September 2024, 11h00
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Argentina, Paraguay, Uruguay

Guest Preacher: Rev. Sarah Stephens
Guest Presider: Rev. Judy Davis

Welcome

Prelude   Katharina Mainberger-Dellweg
Greeting   

The wisdom that comes from hearing ancient stories, 
the wisdom that shines when the fog of false witness claims control, 
the wisdom that reaches into the imagination 
to divine a new way through, 
the wisdom that gives order so we might understand, 
the wisdom that became Word, that became flesh
passes into our souls and makes us friends of God and prophets.
This wisdom takes as its sign of freedom, the cross.
This wisdom rejoices not in what is gained but in what is given
and praises the Blessed Trinity, 
one God, now and ever.



Hymn                                 Take up your cross
During the last verse, the children and church school teachers 

gather around the font.

Blessing of Church School Students and Teachers
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Invitation to Confession

Prayer of Confession

Right answers are important, God over all and in all, 
but they have not given us right lives. 
Cars can now drive themselves,
but we cannot seem to steer ourselves towards peace and love and joy. 
Too often in our world, we know more and care less. 
Constant stimulation seems to have outlawed patience. 
Unending demand has swept away gratitude. 
Getting leaves little space for giving. 
Forgive us all that is not love. 
Cross out our selfish striving, 
so we might learn the wisdom of following your Beloved, Jesus Christ, 
and become more like him.

Sung Response                        Ore poriaju

Words of Grace  
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Hymn of Praise                Gloria, gloria, gloria

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

First Reading Proverbs 1:20-33

Wisdom cries out in the street; in the squares she raises her voice.
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At the busiest corner she cries out; at the entrance of the city gates she 
speaks:  "How long, O simple ones, will you love being simple? How 
long will scoffers delight in their scoffing 
and fools hate knowledge?
Give heed to my reproof; 
I will pour out my thoughts to you; 
I will make my words known to you.
Because I have called and you refused, 
have stretched out my hand and no one heeded,
and because you have ignored all my counsel 
and would have none of my reproof,
I also will laugh at your calamity; 
I will mock when panic strikes you, 
when panic strikes you like a storm 
and your calamity comes like a whirlwind, 
when distress and anguish come upon you.
Then they will call upon me, but I will not answer; 
they will seek me diligently but will not find me.
Because they hated knowledge 
and did not choose the fear of the LORD,
would have none of my counsel and despised all my reproof,
therefore they shall eat the fruit of their way 
and be sated with their own devices.
For waywardness kills the simple, 
and the complacency of fools destroys them;
but those who listen to me will be secure 
and will live at ease without dread of disaster."

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsive Reading Wisdom of Solomon 7:26 – 8:1

For [wisdom] is a reflection of eternal light, 
a spotless mirror of the working of God, and an image of his goodness.
Although she is but one, she can do all things, 
and while remaining in herself, she renews all things; 
in every generation she passes into holy souls 
and makes them friends of God and prophets,
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for God loves nothing so much as the person who lives with wisdom.
She is more beautiful than the sun 
and excels every constellation of the stars. 

Compared with the light she is found to be more radiant,
for it is succeeded by the night, 
but against wisdom evil does not prevail.
She reaches mightily from one end of the earth to the other, 
and she orders all things well.

Alleluia                        from El cielo canta Alegría

Gospel Mark 8:27-38

The Gospel according to Mark, chapter 8
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on 
the way he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say that I am?’ And they 
answered him, ‘John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of 
the prophets.’ He asked them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Peter 
answered him, ‘You are the Messiah.’ And he sternly ordered them not to 
tell anyone about him.
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great 
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, 
and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. 
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking 
at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For you 
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.’
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want to 
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who 
lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For 
what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 
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Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed 
of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the 
Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father 
with the holy angels.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Alleluia

Sermon  Sarah Stephens

Hymn                  Come and seek the ways of wisdom

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
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who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father 
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession   

God, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer.

The Passing of the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you.   
And also with you.

Gathering of Gifts                    She flies on Women’s circle
English and Music, Gordon Light: Canada

Refrain: She comes sailing on the wind, her wings flashing in the sun; 
on a journey just begun, she flies on. 

And in the passage of her flight, her song rings out through the night, 
full of laughter, full of light, she flies on. 

1. Silent waters rocking on the morning of our birth,
like an empty cradle waiting to be filled.

And from the heart of God the Spirit moved upon the earth,
like a mother breathing life into her child.

2. Many were the dreamers whose eyes were given sight,
when the Spirit filled their dreams with life and form. 

The deserts turned to gardens, broken hearts found new delight, 
and then down the ages still she flew on.

3. To a gentle girl from Galilee, a gentle breeze she came,
a whisper softly calling in the dark, in the dark, 

the promise of a child of Peace, whose reign would never end, 
Mary sang the Spirit song within her heart.
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4. Flying to the river, She waited circling high,
above the child now grown so full of grace. 

As he rose up from the water, She swept down from the sky, 
and She carried him away in her embrace.

5. Long after the deep darkness, that fell upon the world,
after dawn returned in flame of rising sun. 

The Spirit touched the earth again, again her wings unfurled, 
bringing life in wind and fire as She flew on.

9



Offertory                          El cielo canta Alegría

Great Thanksgiving

Preface
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Sanctus                        Santo, santo, santo, santo 
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Eucharistic Prayer

Words of Institution   

Remembering

As we eat and drink together, 
we remember Jesus Christ is with us.   
In this bread, we see his body.   
As the cup is poured out, we see his blood.  
We proclaim the mystery of our faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Prayer to the Holy Spirit

Lord’s Prayer  in our many languages

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen.
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Agnus Dei                           Cordeiro de Deus

Invitation to Communion  

Songs during Communion     Bendice Señor nustro pan
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Tú eres amor

 
Follow the way
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Elas estão chegando
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Sending Forth

Benediction   

Introduction of Visitors and Announcements

Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
CongregaGon Retreat in RomainmôGer - Saturday 21 September 
This year’s day-long church retreat will take place at Romainmôtier Abbey, one of 
the oldest Romanesque churches in Switzerland (c. 11th C). We’ll enjoy a walk 
through the woods and worship in the Abbey, and we’ll share a picnic lunch as well 
as plenty of fun and games. All ages welcome! If you plan to participate, please 
send your name, the name of accompanying children (with ages) and your phone/
email to office@genevalutheran.ch. (Or you can use the signup form sent with the 
congregation’s weekly email.) Contact the church office with any questions.

Women’s Circle InvitaGon 
Ladies! You’re invited to come to our Church Women’s Circle! We will gather in 
our church, which is our village, on one Saturday each month for coffee and 
croissants and to share in fellowship and fun. All women church members and 
regular attendees are welcome in the Circle. We plan to meet on the following 
dates: 12 October, 9 November from 10h00 to 12h00. Contact Marit Bauer-
Moore (079 320 3046; maritbmoore@hotmail.com) or Cynthia Wilbers (079 409 
8503; cwilbers@gmail.com) for more information.

Thank you to the Women’s Circle for preparing and leading today’s service!

Next Sunday, 22 September – A Wedding during Worship 
Matteo and Jayne Magistris, longtime members of our congregation, will be 
exchanging their wedding vows as part of our worship service next Sunday, 22 
September. They were married in a civil ceremony 14 years ago and now wish to 
make their vows before God and our community. All are welcome to join in this 
happy occasion!

Church School – Now in Session! 
After a pause for the summer months, church school is now back in session! We 
meet each Sunday from 10h00 to 10h45 during the school year (except on the first 
of each month, when worship is in the evening, and during school vacations). 
There are two classes—one for ages 3-8, and one for 9 through confirmation age—
both meeting in the top floor classrooms. Questions? Contact the church office or 
Andy Willis.

Choir Rehearsals - Thursday Evenings 
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The choir of the English-Speaking Congregation is open to anyone—we meet on 
Thursday evenings from 19h30 until 21h00 to learn the music for the upcoming 
Sunday worship service and work on additional pieces. Come and sing!

Serving Weekly Coffee Hour
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship each Sunday. 
Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups:

22 September – Group C 29 September – Group D
6 October – Group E 13 October – Group A

If you can help on a week when your group is assigned,
please let your group’s coordinator know.

20



Cover Image:
 Sophia, Wisdom of God “Kievskaya” icon

 
This Week’s Schedule:  

Thurs, 19 Sep 19h30 Choir practice
Sat, 21 Sept 11h00 Retreat at Croy/Romainmôtier
Sun, 22 Sep 10h00 Church school

11h00 Worship on the Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost     

Office hours: Tuesday 9h30-17h30, Thursday 9h30-17h30, Friday 9h30-13h30

Our church is enGrely self-supporGng. Our ministry is entirely funded by the 
contributions of members and friends of the congregation. There are three ways 
you can donate today:

By bank transfer: Using the banking app on your phone, scan one of the QR 
codes below:

By cash: Place your contribution in the offering bags during worship.

By U.S. dollar check: Make the check payable to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America,” and on the memo portion, write “GMG 0858”.

Thank you for your support of our ministry together!

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

Banque Cantonale de Genève
CH26 0078 8000 0510 7337 8

Post Finance
CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6

21



If you are a guest in our congregaGon today, please fill out the connection 
card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or one of 
the ushers. We would love to be in touch and answer any questions you might have 
about our congregation.

ELCG Connection Card
Name 
Phone 
 Email
Comments  
New to Geneva?  Y/N Date 
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