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ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION 
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00 

21 JULY 2024  



THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

 
We are a parish of many cultures and traditions,  

with deep Lutheran roots and wide ecumenical branches. 
Geneva is a crossroads city and our doors are open to people from all over the 
world. About half of our members come from Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist, 
Catholic, Anglican and other traditions, and half have Lutheran links. The 
Lutheran Church of Geneva was started by German expatriates in the 18th 
century, and the English-Speaking Congregation was formed in the 1950s after 
the World Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation, World YWCA and 
United Nations agencies opened offices in Geneva. 

Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 
 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if 
you have been here before and would like to know 
more about our community, please fill out a 
connection card. You can scan this QR code to 
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on 
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering 
basket or give it to one of the ushers. 
 

We are glad you are here—welcome! 
 
 
 

Thank you to those sharing in worship leadership this morning:  
Preacher and Presider: Rev. Rebecca Daniel 
Reader: Jonathan Mtata 
Prayer leader: Rev. Nathan Houstin 
Altar care: Grace George 
Assisting ministers: May Chin Long, Cynthia Wilbers-Muturi,  
   Maarten Wilbers, Gladys Yegon 
Ushers: Aleida Auld, Pia Hannewald 
Offering counters: Johnny Camaddo, Tom Taylor 
Flowers: Rumiko Jaussi 
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group D 
Videographers: Erandi Hassink, Breanna Ndwiga, Ray Woodcock 
 
 
 

Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way  
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at:  

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/ 



 
 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva 
English-Speaking Congregation 

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland 
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89          

pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        www.genevalutheran.ch  
Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    

Music Director: Katharina Mainberger-Dellweg 
 

 
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost + 21 July 2024, 11h00 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Burundi, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Rwanda 

 
Guest Preacher and Presider:   Rev. Rebecca Daniel 

 
 

 

Welcome 
 

Prelude                            Katharina Mainberger-Dellweg 
 

Greeting    
 

We worship Jesus Christ,  
in whom there is neither Jew nor Greek, neither slave nor free, neither 
male nor female  
in whose bodies strangers become friends,  
by whose cross we are reconciled to God and to each other. 

 

We praise the Good Shepherd,  
who healed those on the foreign shore of the sea,  
who had compassion on his own people, even though they seemed to have 
lost their way. 

 

We honor the Prince of Peace, 
whose peace passes human understanding,  
who commanded that we love even our enemies,  
whose forgiveness renews our lives.  

 

We sing glory to the Blessed Trinity, one God in three persons, now 
and ever. 
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Hymn                    O Christ Jesus, sent from heaven    
 

 
 

Call to Prayer 
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Prayer of Confession 
 

Quiet waters and green pastures can seem far away, God of mercy.  
The Rhone roars;  
the mountains slide;  
the old securities no longer hold.  
We confess our lack of trust,  
our insecurities mounting on the edges of push and shove,  
so we build walls around ourselves  
with leaden stones fencing us in  
and keeping others out.  

 

The temperature is always rising,  
and too often we are losing our ability to cool things down.  
The decibels grow louder  
so our ability to hear is diminished.  
The cup runs over with fighting, rather than the desire to understand.  

 

Sometimes we admit we would be happier  
if those far off stayed far off.  
Forgive us for failing at love,   
for the forfeit of peace.  
Turn us to your Beloved, Christ Jesus,  
so we follow his way and learn to dwell with you. 

 

Sung Response    Nyagasani, Nyiribambe 
 

 
 

Words of Grace 
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Hymn of Praise                            Amina 
 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
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Old Testament Reading   Jeremiah 23:1-6 
 

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my 
pasture! says the Lord. Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of 
Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you 
who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you 
have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil 
doings, says the Lord. Then I myself will gather the remnant of my 
flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring 
them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. I will 
raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they 
shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, 
says the Lord. The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I 
will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king 
and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the 
land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. 
And this is the name by which he will be called: “The Lord is our 
righteousness.” 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 23   
  

The Lord is my shepherd,  
I shall not want. 
You make me lie down in green pastures;  
you lead me beside still waters; 
You restore my soul.  
You lead me in right paths for your name's sake. 
Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil;  
for you are with me; your rod and your staff--they comfort me. 
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;  
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,  
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long. 
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Epistle Reading  Ephesians 2:13-22 
 

Now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought 
near by the blood of Christ.  For he is our peace; in his flesh he has 
made both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, 
that is, the hostility between us. He has abolished the law with its 
commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one 
new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, and might 
reconcile both groups to God in one body through the cross, thus 
putting to death that hostility through it. So he came and proclaimed 
peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near; for 
through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. So 
then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with 
the saints and also members of the household of God, built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as 
the cornerstone. In him the whole structure is joined together and 
grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built 
together spiritually into a dwelling place for God. 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia 
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Gospel Reading Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 
 

The Gospel according to Mark, chapter 6. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The apostles gathered around Jesus and told him all that they had 
done and taught. He said to them, “Come away to a deserted place 
all by yourselves and rest a while.” For many were coming and 
going, and they had no leisure even to eat. And they went away in 
the boat to a deserted place by themselves. Now many saw them 
going and recognized them, and they hurried there on foot from all 
the towns and arrived ahead of them. As he went ashore, he saw a 
great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they were 
like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many 
things. 

 

When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and 
moored the boat. When they got out of the boat, people at once 
recognized him, and rushed about that whole region and began to 
bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. And wherever 
he went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the 
marketplaces, and begged him that they might touch even the fringe 
of his cloak; and all who touched it were healed. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Alleluia 
 

Sermon  Rebecca Daniels 
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Hymn                   Christ is made the sure foundation 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father  
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession    
 

God, in your mercy,   
hear our prayer. 

 

The Passing of the Peace 
 

The peace of Christ be with you.    
And also with you. 

 

Gathering of Gifts                       Psalm 23  
Music by Maureen Gumbe 

 

The Lord’s my Shepherd, I shall not want 
He makes me down to lie 

In pastures green he leadeth me, the quiet waters by.   
 

In pastures green he leadeth me, the quiet waters by.   
In pastures green he leadeth me, the quiet waters by.   

 

My Soul he doth restore again, and me to walk doth make 
Within the paths of righteousness, E’en for his own name’s sake.   

 

Within the paths of righteousness, E’en for his own name’s sake.   
Within the paths of righteousness, E’en for his own name’s sake.   

 

Yea, though I walk through death’s dark vale, I will fear no ill 
For thou art with me and thy rod and staff me comfort still.   

 

For thou art with me and thy rod and staff me comfort still.   
For thou art with me and thy rod and staff me comfort still.   
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A table he doth prepare for me in the presence of my foes 
My head he doth with oil anoint and my cup overflows.  

 

My head he doth with oil anoint and my cup overflows.  
My head he doth with oil anoint and my cup overflows. 

 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all my days 
And I shall dwell within his house forever and forever more.   

 

And I shall dwell within his house forever and forever more.   
And I shall dwell within his house forever and forever more.   

 

The Lord’s my shepherd I shall not want 
He makes me down to lie, in pastures green He leadeth me,  

the quiet waters by.  
 

Offertory music            Soki tokolingana ya solo 
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Prayer of Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

Preface 
 

With a word you guided light to make a world where life could 
flourish. 
With a breath you whispered into humanity your image. 
You settled us in a garden of delight. 
Thank you for the green pastures and the still waters. 

 

When we had gone astray, you came searching for us.  
You called Moses to lead your people from slavery into freedom. 
You established a foreign woman, Ruth, as the matriarch of kings. 
You inspired your prophets with poetry to comfort and chastise, 
railing against those shepherds, who deceive and mislead. 
Thank you for those who lead us in the right paths toward justice and 
truth. 

 

Your Good Shepherd laid down his life for his sheep, 
Thank you for grace and mercy, surrounding us all the days of our lives.  

 

So with the flock of all ages and times, with the angels in the sky and 
the church on earth, we sing your glory. 
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Sanctus                                Angels in the sky 

 
 

 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
 

Words of Institution    
 

Remembrance 
 

Because this is the table of Christ, there are no strangers.  We 
remember as we eat that Christ is with us and we become his body.   
We remember as we drink that Christ renews us, and we become his 
blood. 
We proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died.   Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
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Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
 

Lord’s Prayer   in our many languages 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.   
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.   Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei    
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Invitation to Communion   
 

Songs during communion     Confiteminus 
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The Lord’s my shepherd 
 

 
 

Nita 



 
 

 
 

16 
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Sending Forth 
 

Benediction    
 

Introduction of Visitors and Announcements 
 

Dismissal 
 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Post-worship forum: "No One Can Serve Christ and Caste”: Indian 
Ecumenical Initiatives to Combat Caste – TODAY 
Today, Rev. Dr. Peniel Rufus, a former member of our church and Global 
Theologian at United Society Partners in the Gospel (USPG), will present on 
Indian ecumenical initiatives to combat caste. Caste-based discrimination 
against the Dalit communities is a challenge that continues to affect Indian 
churches. Peniel will explore how the ecumenical movement (local and 
global), the various human rights movements and Indian theologians have 
sought to engage with the question of Dalit liberation. He will further share the 
various sites of the Indian church’s engagement in combating caste, and by 
doing so, examine the patterns and perspectives of ecumenical cooperation in 
doing Christian mission from the margins.   
This presentation is part of a series of post-worship forums to contribute to adult 
Christian education in our church this summer.  
 
 
Music Camp this Summer 
From Sunday, 11 August to Friday, 16 August 2024; there will be a summer 
camp organized by our music director Katharina Mainberger-Dellweg at La 
Lécherette in Vaud. The camp is for children ages 7 to 13, and previous 
musical knowledge is not required. The whole team together with the children 
will create a musical with a Circus theme, and the performance of the musical 
will be held on Sunday, 18 August at 16h00 at the ELCG. The cost for the 
week is CHF 400 per child (accommodation, food and transport included) with 
a discount for multiple children from the same family. Contact Katharina 
(katharina@genevalutheran.ch) to sign up or for more information. 
 
 
Summer Concerts at the ELCG 

From 27 June to 10 August, there will be a concert at the ELCG every day 
(excluding Sundays) from 12h30 to 13h30. These concerts are organized by 
Musique et Vie, a local charitable organization. All are free and open to the 
public, and this year’s freewill offering will be given to support Santa Cecilia 
music school in Oaxaca, Mexico. The full schedule of the concerts is available 
online: https://musique-vie.ch/2024-2/concerts-dete-2024/ 
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Year to Date financial update from the Treasurer: June 2024 
Dear Congregation members,  
Please find below a monthly financial update of our church.  This update was 
presented at the recently concluded CC meeting of 30 June 2024.   
Income 
Our budgeted income for 2024 is CHF 321,145.-  (excluding the 3K 
contribution from Music Ministry fund, which would make the budget CHF 
324,145.-).    The pro-rata total income as of 31.05.2024 should have been 
about CHF 134,000-   But the actual income stands at  CHF 104,705.- (after 
deducting the dissolution of general reserve),   which is about CHF 29,300.-  
behind our target.   Last month this difference was CHF 21,500.- . Despite the 
announcements in the Assembly and in the weekly bulletins, the gap between 
pro-rata income and the actual income continues to increase, which is a 
concern.  
Therefore, I request you to continue giving throughout the summer this year, 
to bring our finances back on track.  The CC is exploring some strategies for 
additional fund-raising activities in order to avoid last year’s situation.  
Expenditures: 
The expenses as of 31.05.2024 is CHF 114,072.- which is about CHF 6,000.-  
more than the total income and about 9000 CHF more than absolute income 
(without reimbursement to GR), primarily due to lower pro-rata income .   
On behalf of the CC, I wish to thank you for your generous support to our 
congregation’s ministry and look forward to the same in the coming months. 
If not done yet, setting up a regular electronic contribution is a simple way to 
give consistently. You can scan one of the QR codes below using the banking 
app on your phone: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Banque Cantonale de Genève 
CH26 0078 8000 0510 7337 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Post Finance 
CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6 

 
Warm regards 
Dinesh Suna 
Treasurer, ELCG-ESC 
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SAVE THE DATE! Church retreat to take place in Romainmôtier on 
Saturday, 21 September 
This year’s day-long church retreat will take place at Romainmôtier Abbey, 
one of the oldest Romanesque churches in Switzerland (c. 11th C). We’ll enjoy 
a walk through the woods and worship in the Abbey, and we’ll share a picnic 
lunch as well as plenty of fun and games. All ages welcome! If you plan to 
participate, please send your name, the name of accompanying children (with 
ages) and your phone/email to office@genevalutheran.ch.  
 
 
Women’s Circle Invitation  
Ladies! You’re invited to come to our Church Women’s Circle! We will gather 
in our church, which is our village, on one Saturday each month for coffee and 
croissants and to share in fellowship and fun. All women church members and 
regular attendees are welcome in the Circle. We plan to meet on the following 
dates: 10 August, 14 September, 12 October, 9 November from 10h00 to 
12h00. Contact Marit Bauer-Moore (079 320 3046; 
maritbmoore@hotmail.com) or Cynthia Wilbers (079 409 8503; 
cwilbers@gmail.com) for more information. 
 
 
Serving Weekly Coffee Hour 
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship each Sunday. 
Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups:  

28 July – Group E 4 August – Group  
11 August – Group B 18 August – Group C 
 

If you can help on a week when your group is assigned, 
please let your group’s coordinator know. 
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Andy Willis on Sabbatical – June to August 
After ten years with our congregation, Andy Willis has been granted a three-
month sabbatical this summer. From 1 June through the end of August, he will 
be away from the congregation, taking time for rest, reflection, and time with 
his family. 
 

Worship will be led by a number of different people during these months, 
including both members of the congregation and visiting clergy. You can 
find the schedule on our website. 
 

A care team, composed of both lay and ordained members, is in place to 
offer support at any time. Contact Maureen Gumbe (079 331 29 81 / 
whelminaweekes@aol.com), and she can connect you with people ready to 
help. 
 

For administrative matters or other questions related to the congregation 
and its ministries, contact Riza Le Geyt in the the church office (022 310 50 
89 / office@genevalutheran.ch) or congregation president Nina Kiderlin. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cover Image: 
Photo by Dave Herring on Unsplash 
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This Week’s Schedule:   
 

Sun, 28 July 11h00  Worship on the Tenth Sunday after Pentecost; 
Rev. Rebecca Daniel preaching and presiding 

      
                 

Office hours: Tuesday 9h30-17h30, Thursday 9h30-17h30, Friday 9h30-13h30 
 

Our church is entirely self-supporting. Our ministry is entirely funded by the 
contributions of members and friends of the congregation. There are three 
ways you can donate today: 
 

By bank transfer: Using the banking app on your phone, scan one of the QR 
codes below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Banque Cantonale de Genève 
CH26 0078 8000 0510 7337 8 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Post Finance 
CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6 

 
 

By cash: Place your contribution in the offering bags during worship. 
 

By U.S. dollar check: Make the check payable to “Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America,” and on the memo portion, write “GMG 0858”. 
 

Thank you for your support of our ministry together! 
 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   
 

If you are a guest in our congregation today, please fill out the connection card 
below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or one of the ushers. 
We would love to be in touch and answer any questions you might have about our 
congregation. 
 

ELCG Connection Card 
 Name      
 Phone       
 Email       
 Comments        
 New to Geneva?  Y/N    Date   


