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THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

 
We are a church with open arms, where each person is welcome in God’s all-

inclusive love. 
Jesus shared God’s gracious love with all people, and we seek to follow this 
example. People of any economic status, marital or family situation, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, or ability are welcome to full participation in our 
congregation. We honor the unique gifts of each. 

Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 
 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if 
you have been here before and would like to know 
more about our community, please fill out a 
connection card. You can scan this QR code to 
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on 
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering 
basket or give it to one of the ushers. 
 

We are glad you are here—welcome! 
 
Thank you to those sharing in worship leadership this evening:  
Reader: Nina Kiderlin 
Prayer leader: Terry MacArthur 
Altar care: Seng Ra Marit 
Assisting ministers: Faith Fookes, Ana Villanueva,  
   Cynthia Wilbers-Muturi 
Ushers: Ben, Natalya, Nico and Riza Le Geyt 
Offering counters: Ngoni Hove, Njoroge Njuguna 
Flowers: Kiki Lawal 
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group D 
Videographers: Breanna Ndwiga, Ray Woodcock 
 
 
 
 
 

Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way  
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at:  

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/ 
 



 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva 
English-Speaking Congregation 

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland 
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89          

pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        www.genevalutheran.ch  
Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    

Music Director: Katharina Mainberger-Dellweg 
 

Third Sunday in Lent + 3 March 2024, 17h30 
A Season of Psalms and Staffs 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: 
England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Ireland 

 

Welcome 
 

Preparation for worship    
 

Greeting 
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Gathering Psalm                Mily gyönyörűség 
 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
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Psalm 19              Anglican Chant by J. R. Smart: England Choir 
Words from Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

 

The heavens are telling the glory of God;  
 and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork.  
One day tells its tale to another,  
 and one night imparts knowledge to another.  
Although they have no words or language  
 and their voices are not heard, 
their sound has gone out into all lands,  
and their message to the ends of the world,  
 where God has pitched a tent for the sun.  
It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;  
 it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens,  
and runs about to the end of it again  
 nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 

 

Old Testament Reading Exodus 20:1-17 
 

Then God spoke all these words:  
 

I am the Lord your God, you shall have no other gods before me.  
You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of 
anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or 
that is in the water under the earth.  You shall not bow down to 
them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, 
punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the 
fourth generation of those who reject me, but showing steadfast love 
to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my 
commandments.    
 

You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, 
for the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses God’s name.  
 

Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy.  Six days you shall 
labor and do all your work.  But the seventh day is a sabbath to the 
Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your 
daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien 
resident in your towns.  For in six days the Lord made heaven and 
earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day;  
therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 
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Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long 
in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.  
 

You shall not murder.  
 

You shall not commit adultery.  
 

You shall not steal.  
 

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.  
 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your 
neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or 
anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 19             Anglican Chant by J. R. Smart: England Choir 
 

The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; 
 the testimony of the LORD is sure 
 and gives wisdom to the simple;  
the statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart;  
 the commandment of the LORD is clear 
 and gives light to the eyes;  
the fear of the LORD is clean, and endures forever;  
 the judgments of the LORD are true  
 and righteous altogether.  
More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold;  
 sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb  
By them is your servant enlightened, 
 and in keeping them there is great reward. 
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Epistle Reading  1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
 

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For 
it is written, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the 
discernment of the discerning I will thwart." Where is the one who is 
wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not 
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the 
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God 
decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those 
who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but 
we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and 
foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews 
and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For 
God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's weakness 
is stronger than human strength. 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 19             Anglican Chant by J. R. Smart: England Choir 
 

Who can detect one's own offenses?  
 Clear me from my secret faults.  
Above all, keep back your servant from presumptuous sins;  
let them not get dominion over me.  
 Then shall I be whole and sound,  
 and innocent of a great offense. 

 

With the congregation: 
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Gospel  John 2:13-22 
 

The Gospel according to John, chapter 2. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
In the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and 
the money changers seated at their tables. Making a whip of cords, 
he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle.  
He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned 
their tables. He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these 
things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 
His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house 
will consume me.” The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you 
show us for doing this?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, 
and in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “This 
temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you 
raise it up in three days?” But he was speaking of the temple of his 
body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered 
that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word 
that Jesus had spoken. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon  Andy Willis 
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Hymn              God’s glory fills the heavens with hymns 
 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
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and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession  
 

Be mindful of your mercy, Lord, 
and lead us in your truth,  

 

Peace 
 

The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

Gathering of Gifts     Organ Voluntary 
 
Offertory                       We who once were dead 
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Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

Words of Institution     
 

Lord’s Prayer   in our many languages 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done, on earth as in heaven.   
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei                          Dona nobis pacem 
 

 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. (2x) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 
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Communion   
Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people are welcome and invited to his 
feast. From the tray, take a light-colored cup if you wish to receive grape juice or 
a dark-colored one if you wish to receive wine. After being served, place your cup 

on the tray for used cups. 
 

Songs during Communion   
 

Bread is blessed and broken 
 

 
 

Lead me, Lord 
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As the deer pants for the water 
 

 

 
 
Sending Forth 
 

Benediction  
  

Announcements and Welcoming Visitors 
 



 
 

 
 

12 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The Season of Lent – Prayer and the Psalms 
Lent is a season calling the church to fasting, reflection, and prayer, and one of 
the great resources for prayer in our tradition is the book of Psalms. These 
ancient poems and songs offer us profound language for speaking to God, 
inviting us to bring the whole of our lives and experience into God’s presence. 
We’ll be paying particular attention to the psalms in worship this Lent, as well 
as the path of prayer we are called to walk. 
 

As part of this emphasis, we are offering devotions with suggestions for praying 
with the psalms at home throughout the season. You'll find this week's 
devotions, prepared by Judy Davis, as an insert in today’s bulletin. 
 

Lent Study on the Psalms 
In addition to worship, we are exploring the psalms in weekly small group 
meetings during Lent. These groups are reading and discussing portions of 
Ellen Davis’s book Getting Involved with God: Rediscovering the Old Testament. 
Groups meet at a variety of times during the week, primarily on Zoom. 
Interested in participating? Contact Andy Willis. 
 

Prayer Group – Meeting on Wednesday 6 March 
Are you interested in joining with others in praying for the needs of our 
community and the world? Our congregation's prayer group is meeting on 
Wednesday, 6 March from 19h until 20h. All are welcome! If you're interested 
in participating, please contact Kiki Lawal: kiki.lawal@gmail.com. 
 

Writing Prayers for Easter - Sunday 10 March 
Just after worship on Sunday 10 March, Terry MacArthur will guide anyone 
who is interested in writing prayers for our congregation to use in worship this 
Easter. Terry writes most of the prayers our congregation uses each week—this 
is a great opportunity to join in that creative work. All are welcome! 
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BELK Assembly at ELCG – Saturday 9 March 
Our church is a member of the Federation of Lutheran Churches in 
Switzerland (BELK), and next Saturday, 9 March, the BELK will hold its 
annual assembly here. Delegates from churches throughout the country will 
spend the day in our building for a meeting, a worship service, and a common 
meal. A group of volunteers from the two congregations is helping to prepare 
food and provide hospitality during the day. Are you able to help? Contact 
Andy Willis or the church office. 
 

Women’s Circle Invitation  
Ladies! You’re invited to come to our Church Women’s Circle! We will gather 
in our church, which is our village, on one Saturday each month for coffee and 
croissants and to share in fellowship and fun. All women church members and 
regular attendees are welcome in the Circle. We plan to meet on the following 
dates: 16 March, 13 April, 18 May from 10h00 to 12h00. Contact Marit 
Bauer-Moore (079 320 3046; maritbmoore@hotmail.com) or Cynthia Wilbers 
(079 409 8503; cwilbers@gmail.com) for more information. 
 

Serving Weekly Coffee Hour 
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship each Sunday. 
Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups:  

10 March – Group E 17 March – Group A  
24 March – Group B 31 March – Group C 
 

If you can help on a week when your group is assigned, 
please let your group’s coordinator know 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cover Image: 
Photo	by	Steinar Engeland	on	Unsplash  



 
 

 
 

14 

This Week’s Schedule:  
 

Wed, 6 Mar 19h00 Prayer group meeting (online) 
Thurs, 7 Mar 19h30 Choir rehearsal 
Sat, 9 Mar  11h00 BELK assembly at ELCG 
Sun, 10 Mar   9h30 Confirmation class 
   10h00 Church school 
   11h00 Worship 
   12h30 Writing prayers for Easter 
Office hours: Tuesday 9h30-17h30, Thursday 9h30-17h30, Friday 9h30-13h30 

 

Our church is entirely self-supporting. Our ministry is entirely funded by the 
contributions of members and friends of the congregation. There are three 
ways you can donate today: 
By bank transfer: Using the banking app on your phone, scan one of the QR 
codes below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Banque Cantonale de Genève 
CH26 0078 8000 0510 7337 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Post Finance 
CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6 

 
 

By cash: Place your contribution in the offering bags during worship. 
By U.S. dollar check: Make the check payable to “Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America,” and on the memo portion, write “GMG 0858”. 
 

Thank you for your support of our ministry together! 
 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   

If you are a guest in our congregation today, please fill out the connection card 
below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or one of the ushers. 
We would love to be in touch and answer any questions you might have about our 
congregation. 
 

ELCG Connection Card 
 Name      
 Phone       
 Email       
 Comments        
 New to Geneva?  Y/N    Date   


