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ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION 
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00 

28 JANUARY 2024  



 

 

THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

 
We are a congregation where music, liturgy, and prayer reflect the richness of 

the global church. 
We gather each week for worship that is both firmly rooted in the ancient forms 
and traditions of Christian liturgy and attuned to contemporary concerns. We 
encounter the good news of Jesus in scripture, in song, in the sacraments, and in 
the gathered community. The Ecumenical Prayer Cycle shapes our weekly 
worship, leading us to pray for and sing songs from different parts of the world. 

Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 
 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if 
you have been here before and would like to know 
more about our community, please fill out a 
connection card. You can scan this QR code to 
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on 
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering 
basket or give it to one of the ushers. 
 

We are glad you are here—welcome! 
 
Thank you to those sharing in worship leadership this morning:  
Reader: Jonathan Mtata 
Prayer leader: Fulata Moyo 
Altar care: Mee Ji 
Assistent ministers: Eva de Chassey, Marc de Chassey, Faith Fookes,  
  Fulata Moyo 
Ushers: Alessia de Chassey, Caetano de Chassey 
Offering counters: Ngoni Hove, Penuel Kiondo-Zanetti 
Flowers: Njeri Njoroge 
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group D 
Videographers: Breanna Ndwiga, Ray Woodcock 
 
 
 

Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way  
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at:  

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/ 
 
 



 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva 
English-Speaking Congregation 

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland 
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89          

pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        www.genevalutheran.ch  
Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    

Music Director: Katharina Mainberger-Dellweg 
 
 
 
 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany + 28 January 2024, 11h00 
 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle:   
Algeria, Libya, Morocco, Western Sahara, Tunisia 

 
 
 
 
Welcome 
 

Prelude      Katharina Mainberger-Dellweg 
 

Greeting 
 

In this assembly of the upright and the wayward, 
we give thanks to the Lord with our whole heart. 
In this congregation of the fearful and the righteous, 
we worship a graceful God, full of compassion, 
and become responsible not just for ourselves, 
but for the weakest among us.  
In the reading of ancient words,  
we are pointed toward truth and equity,  
the fearsome wisdom that begins new understanding  
and brings to hungry hearts the bread of life. 
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Hymn                                 Hope of the world 
 

 
 

Call to Prayer 
 

Prayer of Confession  
 

Evil spirits do not let us alone, God of life, 
but keep hounding us  
with their cries of damnation and vengeance and hurt, 
false warnings and secret schemes.  
How do we build each other up in love  
when confronted with so much confusing sound?  
Forgive us, whenever our building becomes loveless  
and our projects puffed up,  
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rather than poured out from the goodness you inspire.  
Silence the disarray, so the convulsions of our world might cease. 
Speak to us clearly in Jesus Christ, reclaiming in us his authority,  
giving us not just a right mind, but a mind righted toward love,  
able to build up others while giving ourselves away,  
honoring the name of Jesus Christ. 

 

Kyrie 
 

 
 

Words of Grace 
 

Gloria                              from the Woodard Mass     Choir 
Music by Richard Shephard:  Great Britain 

 

Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to God's people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  

have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  

receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
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Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
 

The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from 
among your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. This is what 
you requested of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the 
assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the Lord my God 
any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die.” Then the Lord 
replied to me: “They are right in what they have said. I will raise up 
for them a prophet like you from among their own people; I will put 
my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them 
everything that I command. Anyone who does not heed the words 
that the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold 
accountable. But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, 
or who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not 
commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.” 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 111 
 

 Hallelujah! 
I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart,  
in the assembly of the upright,  
in the congregation. 
Great are your works O Lord,  
pondered by all who delight in them. 

 Majesty and splendor mark your deeds  
and your righteousness endures forever. 
You cause your wonders to be remembered;  
you are gracious and full of compassion. 

 You give food for those who fear you;  
remembering forever your covenant. 
You have shown your people the power of your works,  
in giving them the lands of the nations. 
The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice;  
all your precepts are sure. 
They stand steadfast forever and ever,  
because they are done is truth and equity. 
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You sent redemption to your people  
 and commanded your covenant forever.  
Holy and awesome is your name. 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom;  
 all those who practice this have a good understanding.  
God’s praise endures forever. 

 

Epistle Reading 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
 

Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us 
possess knowledge.” Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 
Anyone who claims to know something does not yet have the 
necessary knowledge; but anyone who loves God is known by him. 

 

Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no 
idol in the world really exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” 
Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in heaven or on 
earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords— yet for us 
there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for 
whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all 
things and through whom we exist. 

 

It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some 
have become so accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the 
food they eat as food offered to an idol; and their conscience, being 
weak, is defiled. “Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no 
worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. But take care 
that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling 
block to the weak. For if others see you, who possess knowledge, 
eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience 
is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? 
So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died 
are destroyed. But when you thus sin against members of your 
family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against 
Christ. Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat 
meat, so that I may not cause one of them to fall. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia     

 
 
Gospel  Mark 1:21-28 
 

The Gospel according to Mark, chapter 1. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

They went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered 
the synagogue and taught. They were astounded at his teaching, for 
he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. Just 
then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, and 
he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? 
Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of 
God.” But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of 
him!” And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud 
voice, came out of him. They were all amazed, and they kept on 
asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! 
He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” At once 
his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of 
Galilee. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Alleluia 
 

Sermon  Andy Willis 
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Hymn                       Silence! Frenzied unclean spirit 
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Apostles Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven.  
He is seated at the right hand of the Father  
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession  
 

God in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Peace 
 

The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
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Gathering of Gifts            Aus vielen Körnern 
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Offertory                                    Doxology 
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Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

 
 

Preface 
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Sanctus    

 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
 

Words of Institution     
 

Remembrance 
 

Jesus Christ welcomes all who would come to his table.   
By his word, this bread becomes for us his body.    
This wine becomes his blood. 
We proclaim the mystery of our faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
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The Lord’s Prayer  In our many languages 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.   
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei                     Christ, Agneau de Dieu 
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Communion   
Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people are welcome and invited to his feast. From the 
tray, take a light-colored cup if you wish to receive grape juice or a dark-colored one if you wish to 

receive wine. After being served, place your cup on the tray for used cups. 
 

Songs during Communion   
 

Silence, my soul 
The congregation keeps quietly singing “Silence my soul,” everyone at their own 

pace, to create an underlying drone over which the choir will sing the words 
below. One can sing “Silence my soul” while waiting for communion, while 

standing around the table, while returning to one’s seat. Let the phrase become 
words of centering and expectation. At the same time the sound supports the 

community as it gathers around the table of Christ. 
 

 
Silence, my soul, these trees are prayers. 

I asked the tree, tell me about God. 
Then, it blossomed. 

 
Le tenebre 
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Mon âme se repose en paix 
 

 
 

Sending Forth 
 

Benediction  
  

Announcements and Welcoming Visitors 
 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Next Sunday, 4 February – Worship at 17h30, with Prayers for Healing 
On the first Sunday of each month, our congregation holds its worship service 
at 17h30 instead of 11h00. So please remember that next Sunday, 4 February, 
worship will take place in the evening. Please note there will be no church 
school this Sunday. 
 

This service will include the option to come forward and receive prayers for 
healing, either for you or for a loved one. If you have questions ahead of time, 
feel free to contact Andy Willis. 
 
Young Adults Group – Next Meeting on 2 February 
If you are between the ages of 18 to 30 years old (or slightly older), you’re 
invited to join the young adults group! We will be meeting up at least once a 
month to share a time of fellowship together. Our next gathering will be on 
Friday February 2, at 19h in the Gemeinderaum. This will be a time for us to 
openly share and discuss our current faith-related joys and struggles. So, 
whether you’re looking for a space to share your journey with your faith with 
others or simply curious to see what it’s about, you’re welcome to join! If 
you’re interested in joining this time or joining future young adult activities, 
you may contact Olivia Anderson at 076 449 3137, so you may be added to the 
young adults’ group chat and be updated in real time on the young adults’ 
group gatherings and outings. 
 
Serving at the Soup Kitchen on Saturday 3 February 
Our congregation will be serving at the Soup Kitchen on Saturday, 3 February 
2024. It takes place from 9h00 until about 13h00 at Le Jardin de Montbrillant 
(Rue de Montbrillant 3) just behind Geneva Cornavin train station. All are 
welcome to sign up and help prepare and serve a warm meal. Contact the 
church office or Elisabeth Benn (chriselis_benn@bluewin.ch) for more 
information. 
 

Choir Rehearsals – Thursday Evenings 
The choir of the English-Speaking Congregation is open to anyone—we meet 
on Thursday evenings from 19h30 until 21h00 to learn the music for the 
upcoming Sunday worship service and work on additional pieces as well. 
Come and sing! 
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Attestations for 2023 Giving 
The church office is preparing giving statements for all who have made gifts on 
record in the past year. If you would also like an attestation of your 2023 
giving for tax purposes, please contact Riza in the church office. If you have 
requested an attestation in the past, you will receive one automatically. 
 

Serving Weekly Coffee Hour 
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship each Sunday. 
Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups:  

4 February – Group E 11 February – Group A  
18 February – Group B 25 February – Group C 
 

If you can help on a week when your group is assigned, 
please let your group’s coordinator know. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cover image:  
"Synagogue of Capernaum" by Jeremy Piehler 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/jeremympiehler/6787177164/ 
Licensed under CC BY-NC 2.0. 
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This Week’s Schedule:  
 

Thurs, 1 Feb  19h30 Choir rehearsal 
Fri,   2 Feb  19h00 Young adults group 
Sat,   3 Feb    9h00 Serving at the soup kitchen 
Sun,    4 Feb  17h30 Worship 
     
Office hours: Tuesday 9h30-17h30, Thursday 9h30-17h30, Friday 9h30-13h30 

 

Our church is entirely self-supporting. Our ministry is entirely funded by the 
contributions of members and friends of the congregation. There are three 
ways you can donate today: 
 

By bank transfer: Using the banking app on your phone, scan one of the QR 
codes below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Banque Cantonale de Genève 
CH26 0078 8000 0510 7337 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Post Finance 
CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6 

 
 

By cash: Place your contribution in the offering bags during worship. 
 

By U.S. dollar check: Make the check payable to “Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America,” and on the memo portion, write “GMG 0858”. 
 

Thank you for your support of our ministry together! 
 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the 
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or 
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions 
you might have about our congregation. 
 

ELCG Connection Card 
 Name      
 Phone       
 Email       
 Comments        
 New to Geneva?  Y/N    Date   


