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ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION 
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THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

 
We are a home away-from-home,  

with people from different places becoming sisters and brothers in Christ. 
Our members come from 40 countries and six continents. Some are in Geneva for 
decades, others for only a few months. All help the parish to be a community of 
shared beliefs, experiences and concerns. Opportunities for fellowship, spiritual 
growth and recreation bring families, friends and acquaintances together. Such 

bonds are precious in a city of so many welcomes and farewells. 
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 

 
 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if 
you have been here before and would like to know 
more about our community, please fill out a 
connection card. You can scan this QR code to 
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on 
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering 
basket or give it to one of the ushers. 
 

We are glad you are here—welcome! 
 
 
Thank you to those sharing in worship leadership this morning:  
Readers: Kiki Lawal 
Altar care: Marian Frerichs 
Ushers: Joan Kiologwe, Gilbert Mushi 
Offering counter: Tom Taylor 
Flowers: German Congregation 
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group D 
Videographer: Breanna Ndwiga 
 
 
 
 
 

Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way  
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at:  

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/ 
 



 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva 
English-Speaking Congregation 

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland 
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89          

pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        www.genevalutheran.ch  
Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    

Music Director: Katharina Mainberger-Dellweg 
 

 
Fourth Sunday of Advent + 24 December 2023 

 
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Japan, North Korea, South Korea 

 
 

Hymns                      Les anges dans nos compagnes 
 

 
 

 1. Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains. 

 

2. Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song? 

 

3. Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the new-born King. 
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Il est né 
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Joy to the world 
 

1. Joy to the world! The Lord is come:  
let earth receive its King;  

let every heart prepare him room and heaven and nature sing,  
and heaven and nature sing,  

and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

2. Joy to the world! The Savior reigns:  
let us our songs employ, while fields and floods,  
rocks, hills and plains repeat the sounding joy,  

repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow,  
nor thorns infest the ground;  

he comes to make his blessings flow  
far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found,  

far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

4. He rules the world with truth and grace,  
and makes the nations prove  

the glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love,  
and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 
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Then we process to the Bourg-de-Four. Please stay on the sidewalk.   
 

Hymn                  The angel Gabriel from heaven came 
First verse sung as a solo 

 

 
 

Then we process just to the steps of the Palais de Justice. 
 

Gospel Reading Luke 1:26-38 
 

The Gospel according to Luke chapter 1. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 
Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name 
was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 
And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favored one! The Lord is 
with you.’ But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered 
what sort of greeting this might be.  
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The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear 
a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be 
called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him 
the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’  

 

Hymn                  The angel Gabriel from heaven came verse 2 
 

Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’  
 

The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to 
be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your 
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is 
the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will 
be impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of 
the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’  

 

Hymn                  The angel Gabriel from heaven came verse 3 
 

Then the angel departed from her. 
 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Hymn                  The angel Gabriel from heaven came verse 4 
 

Then we go into the church singing: 
 

Magnificat 

 
 
Sermon    Rev. Andy Willis 
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Hymn                             Canticle of the Turning 
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Prayers of Intercession  
 

Hymn during the Prayers      Ososo, ososo 

 
 

Peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
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Gathering of Gifts     Maria durch ein Dornwald ging 
Germany, 19th century 

 

1. Maria walks amid the thorn, Kyrie eleison. Maria walks amid the thorn, 
which seven years no leaf has borne. Jesus and Maria. 

 

2. What 'neath her heart doth Mary bear? Kyrie eleison. A little child doth 
Mary bear, beneath her heart he nestles there. Jesus and Maria. 

 

3. And as the two are passing near, Kyrie eleison. Lo! roses on the thorns appear, 
Lo! roses on the thorns appear. Jesus and Maria. 

 

Offertory            For the bread which you have broken 
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The Prayer of Great Thanksgiving 

 
 

Preface 
 

Sanctus               Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus, Dominus 
 

 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
 

Words of Institution     
 

Remembrance 
 

How clearly we remember that at this table bread becomes for us the 
body of Christ, and the wine poured out becomes for us the blood of 
Christ. We proclaim the mystery of our faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  In our many languages 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those who sin against us.   
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei                            O Lamb of God 

 
 
Communion   
Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people are welcome and invited to his 
feast. From the tray, take a light-colored cup if you wish to receive grape juice or 
a dark-colored one if you wish to receive wine. After being served, place your cup 

on the tray for used cups. 
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Songs during Communion   
 

Advent Litany 
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O Come, O come Emmanuel 
 

 
 

Sending Forth 
Benediction   
Announcements and Welcoming Visitors 
Dismissal 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

 
Serving at the Soup Kitchen on Saturday 6 January 
Our congregation will be serving at the Soup Kitchen Saturday, 6 January 
2024. It takes place from 9h00 until about 13h00 at Le Jardin de Montbrillant 
(Rue de Montbrillant 3) just behind Geneva Cornavin train station. All are 
welcome to come and help serve. The sign up sheet is available after church 
announcements. Contact Elisabeth Benn (chriselis_benn@bluewin.ch) for 
more information. 
 
An Update on Our 2023 Finances 
A big thanks to all who have made financial contributions so far this year 
toward our congregation’s ministry! As of 30 November, our total giving 
amounts to approximately Chf 258,000. This is, unfortunately, about Chf 
34,000 behind where we had budgeted to be. With one month left in the year, 
we are roughly Chf 60,000 away from meeting our budget. 
 

If you’ve been giving this year already, please consider whether you might be 
in a position to give something extra. If you haven’t given yet this year, or are 
not currently making regular financial contributions, please consider a gift at 
this time. We recognize that we each have different situations and financial 
resources available; we simply ask that you give as you are able this season. 
Thank you for your generosity and for playing an important part in our 
community. 
 

Details are on our website [genevalutheran.church/giving] and on the back of 
this bulletin.  
 

 
Cover Image: 

The Annunciation, 
from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56336 

 

Christmas Worship Services 
 

Sunday, 24 December 
Christmas Eve candlelight service 

17h30 
 

Monday, 25 December 
Christmas Day worship, 11h00 with communion 

 
All are welcome 
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This Week’s Schedule:  
 

Sun,  24 Dec 17h30 Worship on Christmas Eve 
Mon, 25 Dec 11h00 Worship on Christmas Day 
Sun, 31 Dec 11h00 Worship on New Year’s Eve 
         

Office hours: Tuesday 9h30-17h30, Thursday 9h30-17h30, Friday 9h30-13h30 
 

Our church is entirely self-supporting. Our ministry is entirely funded by the 
contributions of members and friends of the congregation. There are three 
ways you can donate today: 
 

By bank transfer: Using the banking app on your phone, scan one of the QR 
codes below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Banque Cantonale de Genève 
CH26 0078 8000 0510 7337 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Post Finance 
CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6 

 
 

By cash: Place your contribution in the offering bags during worship. 
 

By U.S. dollar check: Make the check payable to “Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America,” and on the memo portion, write “GMG 0858”. 
 

Thank you for your support of our ministry together! 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the 
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or 
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions 
you might have about our congregation. 
 
 

ELCG Connection Card 
 Name      
 Phone       
 Email       
 Comments        
 New to Geneva?  Y/N    Date   


