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ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION 
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 17H30 

5 MARCH 2023  



THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

 
We are a parish of many cultures and traditions,  

with deep Lutheran roots and wide ecumenical branches. 
Geneva is a crossroads city and our doors are open to people from all over the 
world. About half of our members come from Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist, 
Catholic, Anglican and other traditions, and half have Lutheran links. The 
Lutheran Church of Geneva was started by German expatriates in the 18th 
century, and the English-Speaking Congregation was formed in the 1950s after 
the World Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation, World YWCA and 
United Nations agencies opened offices in Geneva. 

Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 
 
 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if 
you have been here before and would like to know 
more about our community, please fill out a 
connection card. You can scan this QR code to 
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on 
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering 
basket or give it to one of the ushers.  
 

We are glad you are here—welcome! 
 
Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this evening:  
Reader: Nina Kiderlin 
Prayers: Maureen Gumbe 
Altar care: Seng Ra Marit 
Assisting ministers: Elisabeth Benn, Maarten Wilbers, Bismark Sitorus, 
Ana Villanueva 
Ushers: Andy & Naomi Mungure 
Offering counters: Johnny Camaddo, Tom Taylor 
Flowers: Ndahambelela Iipinge 
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group B 
Videography: Ray Woodcock 
 

 
 

Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way  
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at:  

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/ 



 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva 
English-Speaking Congregation 

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland 
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89          

Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        
www.genevalutheran.ch  

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer 

 
Second Sunday in Lent 

5 March 2023,17h30 
 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Belgium, Luxembourg, Netherlands 
 
Welcome 

You are invited to shut off your phone and put your watch in your pocket. 
 

Prelude    Regine Kummer 
 

Greeting 
 

We enter into God's rest, 
comforted by what has been given. 
Regardless of the chaos we face, the conflicts or tensions, 
we light a candle praising God,  
who spoke over the chaos and created light. 

 

We celebrate the day of Christ's rising. 
Through his cross and resurrection, we are given life, life worth living.  
We light the Christ candle thankful for the Light of the World.  
We remember we are washed in the love of Christ and set free from sin 
and death.  

 

The Holy Spirit gathers us into the body of Christ.  
Together we listen to God's word and feast at Christ's table. 
Whatever our sorrows or triumphs, 
whether we sigh in frustration or in relief, 
we light a candle as the Spirit makes us one.    

 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you; 
and also with you. 
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Hymn                                       Day is done 
 

  
 

Call to Prayer 
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

Creator of rest,  
offering us time as a gift,  
church as a gift,  
love as a gift:  
When time is too precious for praise,  
forgive us. 
When church is more a community of shared interests  
than a manifestation of the body of Christ,  
forgive us. 
When love becomes an exercise in self-improvement  
rather than self-giving, 
forgive us. 
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Too often, we are bound up making our own way, 
instead of following the way of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, 
the way of the cross. 

 

Free us, Spirit of life, on this day without measures, 
to enjoy the treasures you provide: 
your word that names us your people, 
the manna, the bread of heaven, by which we are fed, 
your abiding presence holding us near,  
releasing us from our fears and labors 
to wonder at the wide reach of your mercy and grace 
through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Kyrie eleison 
 

 
 

Words of Grace 
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Hymn of Praise             Céad mille failte romhat   
 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

The Lord be with you.    
And also with you. 

 

Old Testament Reading  Exodus 20:8-11 
 

Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall 
labor and do all your work. But the seventh day is a sabbath to the 
Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your 
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daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien 
resident in your towns. For in six days the Lord made heaven and 
earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; 
therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it.  

 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 121 
 

Verses will be chanted by the choir; all are invited to sing the antiphon 
 

I lift up my eyes to the hills— 
 from where will my help come?  

 

Antiphon                  My help comes from the Lord 
 

 
 

The Lord will not let your foot be moved;  
 nor will the One who keeps you slumber.  
The keeper of Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.  

 

Antiphon                  My help comes from the Lord 
 

The Lord watches over you;  
 the Lord is your shade at your right hand.  

 

Antiphon                  My help comes from the Lord 
 

The sun shall not strike you by day,  
 nor the moon by night.  
The Lord will pre serve you from all evil,  
 and will keep your life.  

 

Antiphon                  My help comes from the Lord 
 

The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in  
 from this time on and for evermore.  

 

Antiphon                  My help comes from the Lord  
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Glory be to the Blessed Trinity, one God in three persons,  
 now and forever. Amen.  

 

Epistle Reading   Ephesians 2:4-10 
 

But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he 
loved us even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us 
alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—and 
raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come he might show the 
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness towards us in Christ 
Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is 
not your own doing; it is the gift of God—not the result of works, so 
that no one may boast.  For we are what he has made us, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be 
our way of life. 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Acclamation             It came upon a midnight clear verse 3 
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Gospel Reading Matthew 11:25-30 
 

The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 11. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the 
intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such 
was your gracious will.  All things have been handed over to me by 
my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one 
knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him.  
 

‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn from 
me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’  

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Acclamation 
 

 
 

Sermon  Andy Willis 
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Hymn                     Dear God embracing humankind 
 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father  
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
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the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

God in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

Passing of the Peace 
 

The peace of Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

Gathering of Gifts   Glory to thee, my God, this night Choir 
Music: Thomas Tallis (1505-1585) / Text: Thomas Ken (1637-1711) 

Arranged by Kenneth Brown 
      

Glory to thee, my God, this night, 
For all the blessings of the light: 

Keep me, O keep me, King of kings, 
Beneath thine own almighty wings. 

 

Forgive me, Lord, for thy dear Son, 
The ill that I this day have done; 

That with the world, myself, and thee, 
I, ere I sleep, at peace may be. 

 

O may my soul on thee repose, 
And with sweet sleep mine eyelids close; 
Sleep that shall me more vigorous make 

To serve my God when I awake. 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
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Offering                         We who once were dead 
 

 
 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving  
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

Preface 
 

For the creation of rest, 
we praise you. 
For the commandment to rest, 
we thank you. 
For the rest observed by a people who are free, 
we glorify you. 
For the rest that builds community, 
we exalt your name. 
For the rest that serves humanity, 
we honor you. 
For your Beloved, who leads us into the promised rest, 
where peace and justice reign, 
we join with all those who have already entered your rest, with the angels 
and the archangels in the ongoing, timeless hymn of praise. 
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Sanctus 
 

 

 
 

Eucharistic Prayer   
 

Words of Institution  
 

Remembering 
 

As we eat this bread, we rest in the body of Christ.    
As this cup is poured, we rest in the blood of Christ.    
We proclaim the mystery of our faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
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The Lord’s Prayer In our many languages 
 

Agnus Dei                               O Lamb of God 

 

 
 

Communion 
Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people are welcome and invited to his feast. 
Take a light-colored cup if you wish to receive grape juice or a dark-colored one if you 

wish to receive wine. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
 

  



 
 

 
 

13 

Songs during Communion   
 

Jesus, Lamb of God 
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The day you gave us, Lord, has ended 
 

 
 

Sending Forth 
Benediction    
Announcements and Welcoming Visitors 
Dismissal 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
This Lent – Exploring Sabbath Together 
In the Bible, rest is not just a suggestion or a good idea, something to squeeze 
in here and there if you can find a moment for it. In the Bible, rest is a 
command! But what does it mean to keep sabbath today? What sort of rest 
does this tradition offer? And what does it look like in our busy, over-
scheduled, 24/7 lives? We’ll be asking questions like these together throughout 
this season. 
 

Book Study – Sabbath Keeping 
Throughout the season of Lent (22 February - 5 April), groups are meeting 
weekly to discuss the book Sabbath Keeping: Finding Freedom in the Rhythms of 
Rest by Lynne Baab. If you haven’t yet signed up and would like to join a 
group, please contact Andy Willis. 
 

Visiting a Local Synagogue – 7 March 
On Tuesday 7 March, from 17h30 – 19h00, a group from our congregation will 
visit the synagogue of the Communauté Juive Libérale de Genève for a 
conversation with Rabbi François Garaï regarding their community’s 
observance of the sabbath today. The synagogue is located on Route de Chêne, 
near the International School, and all are welcome to attend. Please sign up 
using the paper form after worship today. 
 

Memorial Service for Roswitha Golder 
There will be a memorial service for Roswitha Golder, a long-time member of 
our congregation, in the Madeleine Church, Sunday afternoon 14h30 at the 
Madeleiene Church. The service will organized by the Eglise Protestante de 
Genève, in which Roswitha was ordained. We do not have further details of 
the service, but this will be an opportunity to remember her and celebrate her 
ministry. It is presumed that the service will be in many languages, but 
probably the principle ones will be French and Spanish.   
 

Serving Weekly Coffee Hour 
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship each Sunday. 
Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups: 

12 March – Group C 19 March – Group D  
26 March – Group E 2 April – Group A 

 

If you can help on a week when your group is assigned, 
please let your group’s coordinator know.  
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An Update from Our Treasurer 
Dear brothers and sisters, 
 

Thank you very much for your continued giving and support to our church and its 
ministries. The preliminary figures at the end of 2022 show that we had a total 
undesignated income of 317,530CHF while our expenses amount to 311,842CHF. This 
gives us an initial surplus of 5,688CHF. 
 

In addition to these figures, towards the end of the year we received a surprise 
extraordinary gift of 40,000USD (around 39,492CHF) from a former member. The 
Congregation Council decided to allocate 10% of this gift to the sharing fund with the 
remaining amount being allocated to our general reserves for new/other ministry 
initiatives.  
 

Thank you once again for your faithful giving and support throughout the year. 
Samuel Mungure 
 

New Vacancy – Administrative Assistant for the ESC 
In January, Donna Phillips announced that she is resigning from her position 
as administrative assistant for the English-Speaking Congregation in order to 
pursue a new professional opportunity. She will continue in her role until the 
end of April, and she will go with our community’s deep gratitude for nearly 
ten years of outstanding service. 
 

We have begun the search for a new part-time administrative assistant, to begin 
work in mid-April. You’ll find the vacancy notice and information on applying 
here: 

https://genevalutheran.church/jobs 
 

Please share this information in your networks and encourage qualified 
persons to apply. Applications are being accepted until 12 March. 
 

Choir Rehearsal – Thursdays at 19h30 
The choir of the English-Speaking Congregation is open to anyone—we 
practice each week on Thursdays at 19h30 and prepare music for the coming 
Sunday. You are free to come and sing whenever you are available—no 
experience necessary! 
 

Looking for House-Sitting or a Room to Rent 
Will you be out of town for the summer months and looking for someone to 
keep an eye on your home? Or do you have a room to rent? Joan Albrecht, a 
friend of the congregation who has visited several times and house-sat for 
various church members, is planning to come to Geneva this summer and is 
looking for a place to stay for several weeks in June, July, and/or August. You 
can contact Joan directly at: gracepub@juno.com. 
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Administrative Assistant Away until 21 March 
Our administrative assistant will be out of the office until 21 March, but email 
and phone messages will be checked regularly. For matters of an urgent nature, 
please call Pastor Andy at 079 544 70 12. 
 

Masks Now Optional in Worship 
For those worshipping at the church, masks remain welcome, but they are no 
longer mandatory. Please do use common sense. If you are not feeling well, 
please consider worshipping from home—the livestream remains a great way 
to connect to the service from afar. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cover image: 
Photo by Gianfranco Lanzio on Unsplash 
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This Week’s Schedule:  
 

Tues, 7 Mar 17h30 Visit to synagogue 
Thurs, 9 Mar 19h30 Choir practice 
Sun, 12 Mar   10h00 Church school 
    11h00 Worship on the Third Sunday in Lent 
    14h30    Memorial service for Roswitha Golder,     
     Madeleine Church 
 

 

Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and 
visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in 
cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars 
made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo 
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are payment slips at the back of the 
church if you would like to offer your support through our PostFinance or 
Credit Suisse accounts. Thank you very much! Bank details below: 
 

Credit Suisse 
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251) 
Account Number  226749-71 
Clearing Number  4835 
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0 
BIC/SWIFT  CRESCHZZ12A 

PostFinance 
The English-Speaking Congregation of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Geneva 
Account Number 12-9677-6 
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6 
BIC POFICHBEXXX 

 

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the 
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   

If you are a guest in our congregation this evening, please fill out the 
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or 
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions 
you might have about our congregation. 
 

ELCG Connection Card 
 Name      
 Phone       
 Email       
 Comments        
       
 New to Geneva?  Y/N    Date   
 


