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ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION 
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00 

12 MARCH 2023  



THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

 
We are a home away-from-home, with people from different places 

becoming sisters and brothers in Christ. 
Our members come from 40 countries and six continents. Some are in Geneva for 
decades, others for only a few months. All help the parish to be a community of 
shared beliefs, experiences and concerns. Opportunities for fellowship, spiritual 
growth and recreation bring families, friends and acquaintances together. Such 
bonds are precious in a city of so many welcomes and farewells. 

Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 
 
 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if 
you have been here before and would like to know 
more about our community, please fill out a 
connection card. You can scan this QR code to 
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on 
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering 
basket or give it to one of the ushers.  
 

We are glad you are here—welcome! 
 
Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:  
Reader: Kiki Lawal 
Prayers: Jonathan Frerichs 
Altar care: Mee Ji 
Assisting ministers: Elisabeth Benn, Desiree Mortenson, Hiromi Yano 
Church school: Nina Kiderlin, May Chin Long, Natalie & Chad Rimmer 
Ushers: Le Geyt family 
Offering counters: Ngoni Hove, Njoroge Njuguna 
Flowers: Penuel Kiondo Zanetti 
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group C 
Videography: Ray Woodcock 

 
 

 
 
 

Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way  
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at:  

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/ 



 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva 
English-Speaking Congregation 

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland 
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89          

Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        
www.genevalutheran.ch  

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer 

 
Third Sunday in Lent + 12 March 2023,11h00 

 
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle:  

Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden 
 
Welcome 

You are invited to shut off your phone and put your watch in your pocket. 
 

Prelude    Regine Kummer 
 

Greeting 
 

We enter into God's rest, 
comforted by what has been given. 
Regardless of the chaos we face, the conflicts or tensions, 
we praise God, who spoke over the chaos and created light. 

 

We celebrate the day of Christ's rising. 
Through his cross and resurrection, we are given life, life worth living.  
We light the Christ candle thankful for the Light of the World.  
We remember we are washed in the love of Christ and set free from sin 
and death.  

 

The Holy Spirit gathers us into the body of Christ.  
Together we listen to God's word and feast at Christ's table. 
Whatever our sorrows or triumphs, 
whether we sigh in frustration or in relief, 
the breath of the Spirit makes us one.    

 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you; 
and also with you. 
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Hymn                                    Be still my soul 
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Call to Prayer 
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

Creator of rest,  
offering us time as a gift, church as a gift, love as a gift:  
When time is too precious for praise,  
forgive us. 
When church is more a community of shared interests  
than a manifestation of the body of Christ,  
forgive us. 
When love becomes an exercise in self-improvement  
rather than self-giving, 
forgive us. 

 

Too often, we are bound up making our own way, instead of following 
the way of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, the way of the cross. 

 

Free us, Spirit of life, on this day without measures, 
to enjoy the treasures you provide: 
your word that names us your people, 
the manna, the bread of heaven, by which we are fed, 
your abiding presence holding us near,  
releasing us from our fears and labors 
to wonder at the wide reach of your mercy and grace 
through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Kyrie eleison 
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Words of Grace 
 

Hymn of Praise             Céad mille failte romhat   
 

 
 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
The Lord be with you.    
And also with you. 
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Old Testament Reading  Deuteronomy 5:12-15 
 

Observe the sabbath day and keep it holy, as the Lord your God 
commanded you.  For six days you shall labor and do all your work.  
But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not 
do any work—you, or your son or your daughter, or your male or 
female slave, or your ox or your donkey, or any of your livestock, or 
the resident alien in your towns, so that your male and female slave 
may rest as well as you.  Remember that you were a slave in the land 
of Egypt, and the Lord your God brought you out from there with a 
mighty hand and an outstretched arm; therefore the Lord your God 
commanded you to keep the sabbath day.  

 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 46 based on an Irish melody 
 

God is our refuge and strength. 
Sung Antiphon                                 Be still 

 
A very present help in trouble.   Sung Be still. 

 

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,  
    Sung Be still. 

 

though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea   Sung Be still.  
though its waters roar and foam Sung Be still. 
though the mountains tremble with its tumult  

Sung Antiphon                          Be still, be still. 

 
 

There is a river, whose streams make glad the city of God,  

     
the holy habitation of the Most High.   Sung Be still.  
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God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved;  

     
God will help it when the morning dawns. Sung Be still.  
The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; Sung Be still.  
he utters his voice, the earth melts.  

     
The Lord of hosts is with us;  

     
the God of Jacob is our refuge.  Sung Be still.  
Come, come, behold the works of the Lord;  Sung Be still.  
see what desolations he has brought on the earth. Sung Be still.  
He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; Sung Be still.  
he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear;  
he burns the shields with fire.   
‘Be still, and know that I am God!  
I am exalted among the nations, I am exalted in the earth.’  

 

Sung Antiphon           The Lord of hosts is with us 
 

 
 

Epistle Reading   Galatians 4:1-7 
 

My point is this: heirs, as long as they are minors, are no better than 
slaves, though they are the owners of all the property; but they 
remain under guardians and trustees until the date set by the father. 
So with us; while we were minors, we were enslaved to the 
elemental spirits of the world.  But when the fullness of time had 
come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in 
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order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 
receive adoption as children.  And because you are children, God 
has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’  

So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an 
heir, through God. 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Acclamation           Children of the heavenly Father verses 1 and 2 
 

 
 

Gospel Reading Matthew 6:19-29 
 

The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 6. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 
rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 

‘The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your 
whole body will be full of light; but if your eye is unhealthy, your 



 
 

 
 

8 

whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is 
darkness, how great is the darkness!  
 

‘No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one 
and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve God and wealth. 
 

‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat 
or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is 
not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?  Look at 
the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, 
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value 
than they?  And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to 
your span of life?  And why do you worry about clothing? Consider 
the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I 
tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of 
these.’ 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Acclamation           Children of the heavenly Father verses 3 and 4 
 

Sermon  Andy Willis 
 

Hymn                                        Day by day 
 

 



 
 

 
 

9 

 
 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 
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He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father  
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

God in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

Passing of the Peace 
 

The peace of Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

Gathering of Gifts                   Gliding Sails Choir 
Icelandic folksong, arranged by Paul E. Ruppel 

Koko Taylor, recorder 
 

Gliding sails sweep onward through skies as clear as crystal, 
drawing me to you, who are everything I long for. 
All that’s deep within me, I find in you reflected; 

Only you will give me rest and peace, 
rest and peace deep inside me. 

 

Offering                                  Måne och sol 
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The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

Preface 
For the creation of rest, 
we praise you. 
For the commandment to rest, 
we thank you. 
For the rest observed by a people who are free, 
we glorify you. 
For the rest that builds community, 
we exalt your name. 
For the rest that serves humanity, 
we honor you. 
For your Beloved, who leads us into the promised rest, 
where peace and justice reign, 
we join with all those who have already entered your rest  
with the angels and the archangels in the ongoing, timeless hymn of 
praise. 
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Sanctus 
 

 

 
 

Eucharistic Prayer   
 

Words of Institution  
 

Remembering 
 

As we eat this bread, we rest in the body of Christ.    
As this cup is poured, we rest in the blood of Christ.    
We proclaim the mystery of our faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
 

The Lord’s Prayer In our many languages 
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Agnus Dei                             O Lamb of God 

 

 
 

Communion 
Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people are welcome and invited to his feast. 
Take a light-colored cup if you wish to receive grape juice or a dark-colored one if you 

wish to receive wine. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
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Songs during Communion     Se och smaka 
 

 
 

Kosketa minua Henki 
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What wondrous love is this 

 
 

Sending Forth 
 

Benediction  
   

Announcements and Welcoming Visitors 
 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Memorial Service for Roswitha Golder - Today at 14h30 
There will be a memorial service for Roswitha Golder, a longtime member of 
our congregation, today at 14h30 in the Temple de la Madeleine (just down the 
hill from our church). This will be an opportunity to remember her and 
celebrate her ministry. The service will be held in French, Spanish, and 
English—all are welcome to attend. 
 
This Lent – Exploring Sabbath Together 
In the Bible, rest is not just a suggestion or a good idea, something to squeeze 
in here and there if you can find a moment for it. In the Bible, rest is a 
command! But what does it mean to keep sabbath today? What sort of rest 
does this tradition offer? And what does it look like in our busy, over-
scheduled, 24/7 lives? We’ll be asking questions like these together throughout 
this season. 
 
Book Study this Lent – Sabbath Keeping 
Throughout the season of Lent (22 February - 5 April), groups are meeting 
weekly to discuss the book Sabbath Keeping: Finding Freedom in the Rhythms of 
Rest by Lynne Baab. If you haven’t yet signed up and would like to join, please 
contact Andy Willis. 
 
Administrative Assistant for the ESC – Application Deadline Today 
In January, Donna Phillips announced that she is resigning from her position 
as administrative assistant for the English-Speaking Congregation in order to 
pursue a new professional opportunity. She will continue in her role until the 
end of April, and she will go with our community’s deep gratitude for nearly 
ten years of outstanding service. 
 

We are now searching for a new part-time administrative assistant, to begin 
work in mid-April. You’ll find the vacancy notice and information on applying 
here: 

https://genevalutheran.church/jobs 
 

Please share this information in your networks and encourage qualified 
persons to apply. The application deadline is today, 12 March. 
 
Choir Rehearsal – Thursdays at 19h30 
The choir of the English-Speaking Congregation is open to anyone—we 
practice each week on Thursdays at 19h30 and prepare music for the coming 
Sunday. You are free to come and sing whenever you are available—no 
experience necessary! 
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Serving Weekly Coffee Hour 
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship each Sunday. 
Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups: 

19 March – Group D 26 March – Group E 
2 April – Group A 9 April – Group B 

 

If you can help on a week when your group is assigned, 
please let your group’s coordinator know.  

 
Administrative Assistant Away until 21 March 
Donna Phillips is out of the office until 21 March, but email and phone 
messages are being checked regularly. For matters of an urgent nature, please 
call Pastor Andy at 079 544 70 12. 
 
Masks Now Optional in Worship 
For those worshipping at the church, masks remain welcome, but they are no 
longer mandatory. Please do use common sense. If you are not feeling well, 
please consider worshipping from home—the livestream remains a great way 
to connect to the service from afar. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cover image: 
Photo by wuz on Unsplash 
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This Week’s Schedule:  
 

Wed, 15 Mar 12h00 Lent study group 
    19h30 Lent study group 
Thurs, 16 Mar 19h30 Choir practice 
Sun, 19 Mar   10h00  Church school 
    10h00 Lent study group 
    11h00 Worship on the Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 

 

 

Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and 
visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in 
cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars 
made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo 
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are payment slips at the back of the 
church if you would like to offer your support through our PostFinance or 
Credit Suisse accounts. Thank you very much! Bank details below: 
 

Credit Suisse 
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251) 
Account Number  226749-71 
Clearing Number  4835 
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0 
BIC/SWIFT  CRESCHZZ12A 

PostFinance 
The English-Speaking Congregation of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Geneva 
Account Number 12-9677-6 
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6 
BIC POFICHBEXXX 

 

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the 
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the 
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or 
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions 
you might have about our congregation. 
 

ELCG Connection Card 
 Name      
 Phone       
 Email       
 Comments        
       
 New to Geneva?  Y/N    Date   
 


