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THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

We are a congrega*on where music, liturgy, and prayer  
reflect the richness of the global church. 

We gather each week for worship that is both firmly rooted in the ancient 
forms and traditions of Christian liturgy and attuned to contemporary 
concerns. We encounter the good news of Jesus in scripture, in song, in the 
sacraments, and in the gathered community. The Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
shapes our weekly worship, leading us to pray for and sing songs from 
different parts of the world.

Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

If you are worshipping with us for the first Gme or if 
you have been here before and would like to know more 
about our community, please fill out a connection card. 
You can scan this QR code to submit one online, or you 
can fill out the card on the back of the bulletin and place 
it in the offering basket or give it to one of the ushers. 

We are glad you are here—welcome!

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning: 
Reader: Breanna Ndwiga
Prayers: Belinda Mziray
Altar care: Clare Duran
Assisting ministers: Mee Ji, Ana Villanueva, Nathan Wilson, Hiromi Yano
Church school: May Chin Long, Chad & Natalie Rimmer, Ritu Suna
Ushers: Breanna Ndwiga, Alyssa Ndwiga
Offering counters: Njoroge Njuguna, Tom Taylor
Flowers: Hiromi Yano
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group E
Videography: Ray Woodcock



Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way 
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at: 

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/


Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89         

Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        
www.genevalutheran.ch 

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis   
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer

Fifth Sunday in Lent + 26 March 2023,11h00

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Czech Republic, Poland, Slovakia

Welcome
You are invited to shut off your phone and put your watch in your pocket.

Prelude   Regine Kummer

Greeting

We enter into God's rest,
comforted by what has been given.
Regardless of the chaos we face, the conflicts or tensions,
we praise God, who spoke over the chaos and created light.

We celebrate the day of Christ's rising.
Through his cross and resurrection, we are given life, life worth 
living. 
We light the Christ candle thankful for the Light of the World. 
We remember we are washed in the love of Christ 
and set free from sin and death. 

The Holy Spirit gathers us into the body of Christ. 
Together we listen to God's word and feast at Christ's table.
Whatever our sorrows or triumphs,
whether we sigh in frustration or in relief,
the breath of the Spirit makes us one.   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



Hymn                       Jesus, the very thought of you

Call to Prayer

Prayer of Confession

Creator of rest, 
offering us time as a gift, 
church as a gift, 
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love as a gift: 
When time is too precious for praise, 
forgive us.
When church is more a community of shared interests 
than a manifestation of the body of Christ, 
forgive us.
When love becomes an exercise in self-improvement 
rather than self-giving,
forgive us.

Too often, we are bound up making our own way,
instead of following the way of your Beloved, Jesus Christ,
the way of the cross.

Free us, Spirit of life, on this day without measures,
to enjoy the treasures you provide:
your word that names us your people,
the manna, the bread of heaven, by which we are fed,
your abiding presence holding us near, 
releasing us from our fears and labors
to wonder at the wide reach of your mercy and grace
through Jesus Christ. Amen.

Kyrie eleison

Words of Grace
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Hymn of Praise                       Aby nás Pán  

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.   
And also with you.

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 58:9-14

If you remove the yoke from among you, 
   the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,  
if you offer your food to the hungry 
   and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 
then your light shall rise in the darkness 
   and your gloom be like the noonday.  
The Lord will guide you continually, 
   and satisfy your needs in parched places, 
   and make your bones strong; 
and you shall be like a watered garden, 
   like a spring of water, 
   whose waters never fail.  
Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 
   you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 
you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 
   the restorer of streets to live in. 
If you refrain from trampling the sabbath, 
   from pursuing your own interests on my holy day; 
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if you call the sabbath a delight 
   and the holy day of the Lord honourable; 
if you honour it, not going your own ways, 
   serving your own interests, or pursuing your own affairs;  
then you shall take delight in the Lord, 
   and I will make you ride upon the heights of the earth; 
I will feed you with the heritage of your ancestor Jacob, 
   for the mouth of the Lord has spoken. 

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 112

Praise the Lord!
Happy are those who fear the Lord,
who greatly delight in his commandments. 
their descendants will be mighty in the land;
the generation of the upright will be blessed.
Wealth and riches are in their houses,
and their righteousness endures for ever. 
They rise in the darkness as a light for the upright;
they are gracious, merciful, and righteous. 
It is well with those who deal generously and lend,
who conduct their affairs with justice. 
For the righteous will never be moved;
they will be remembered for ever. 
They are not afraid of evil tidings;
their hearts are firm, secure in the Lord. 
Their hearts are steady, they will not be afraid;
in the end they will look in triumph on their foes. 
They have distributed freely, they have given to the poor;
their righteousness endures for ever;
their horn is exalted in honour. 
The wicked see it and are angry;
they gnash their teeth and melt away;
the desire of the wicked comes to nothing. 
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Epistle Reading  1 Corinthians 11:17-22

Now in the following instructions I do not commend you, because when 
you come together it is not for the better but for the worse. For, to begin 
with, when you come together as a church, I hear that there are divisions 
among you; and to some extent I believe it. Indeed, there have to be 
factions among you, for only so will it become clear who among you are 
genuine. When you come together, it is not really to eat the Lord’s 
supper. For when the time comes to eat, each of you goes ahead with 
your own supper, and one goes hungry and another becomes drunk. 
What! Do you not have homes to eat and drink in? Or do you show 
contempt for the church of God and humiliate those who have nothing? 
What should I say to you? Should I commend you? In this matter I do 
not commend you! 

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Acclamation               Blessed Jesus, at your word    verse 1
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Gospel Reading Matthew 12:1-14

The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 12.
Glory to you, O Lord.

At that time Jesus went through the cornfields on the sabbath; his 
disciples were hungry, and they began to pluck heads of grain and to eat. 
When the Pharisees saw it, they said to him, ‘Look, your disciples are 
doing what is not lawful to do on the sabbath.’ He said to them, ‘Have 
you not read what David did when he and his companions were hungry?  
He entered the house of God and ate the bread of the Presence, which it 
was not lawful for him or his companions to eat, but only for the priests.  
Or have you not read in the law that on the sabbath the priests in the 
temple break the sabbath and yet are guiltless?  I tell you, something 
greater than the temple is here.  But if you had known what this means, 
“I desire mercy and not sacrifice”, you would not have condemned the 
guiltless.  For the Son of Man is lord of the sabbath.’ 

He left that place and entered their synagogue; a man was there with a 
withered hand, and they asked him, ‘Is it lawful to cure on the sabbath?’ 
so that they might accuse him.  He said to them, ‘Suppose one of you 
has only one sheep and it falls into a pit on the sabbath; will you not lay 
hold of it and lift it out?  How much more valuable is a human being 
than a sheep! So it is lawful to do good on the sabbath.’  Then he said to 
the man, ‘Stretch out your hand.’ He stretched it out, and it was restored, 
as sound as the other.  But the Pharisees went out and conspired against 
him, how to destroy him. 

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Acclamation               Blessed Jesus, at your word    verse 2

Sermon Andy Willis
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Hymn                           O day of rest and gladness
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father 
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

God in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Passing of the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

Gathering of Gifts               Obłoki ludzkichrąk Choir
Polish, Mirosława Hanusiewicz. English, Terry MacArthur.

Music, Norbert Blacha:  Poland

1. Hands like a rising cloud, hands poised in prayer, 
offered as holy gifts, spacious as air. 

Lord, keep their fingers open, uncurled, 
never a clenched fist over the world. 

2. Lord, hear our prayer for peace. Peace is our cry, 
not swallowed in our throats, but raised on high,
sure that no clenched fist, cramped in its power, 

rises above earth, claiming its hour.

Lord, hear our prayer for peace. Peace is our cry.
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Offering                                    Urunk hála

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Preface
For the creation of rest,
we praise you.
For the commandment to rest,
we thank you.
For the rest observed by a people who are free,
we glorify you.
For the rest that builds community,
we exalt your name.
For the rest that serves humanity,
we honor you.
For your Beloved, who leads us into the promised rest,
where peace and justice reign,
we join with all those who have already entered your rest, 
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with the angels and the archangels in the ongoing, 
timeless hymn of praise.

Sanctus                       Püha, püha, püha on Issand 
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Eucharistic Prayer  

Words of Institution 

Remembering

As we eat this bread, we rest in the body of Christ.   
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As this cup is poured, we rest in the blood of Christ.   
We proclaim the mystery of our faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Prayer to the Holy Spirit

The Lord’s Prayer In our many languages

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily 
bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.   
Amen.

Agnus Dei   

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
grant us your peace.

Communion
Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people are welcome and invited to his 
feast. Take a light-colored cup if you wish to receive grape juice or a dark-colored 

one if you wish to receive wine. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

Songs during Communion    
Jesu tawa pano
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Jesus le Christ, lumière intérieure

Da pacem 
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Go, my children, with my blessing

Sending Forth

Benediction  
 
Announcements and Welcoming Visitors

Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Holy Week Worship Services 

Beneath the cross of Jesus
I fain would take my stand, 

the shadow of a mighty Rock 
within a weary land; 

a home within the wilderness, 
a rest upon the way, 

from the burning of the noontide heat 
and the burden of the day.

Beneath the Cross of Jesus, by Elizabeth Cecilia Clephane (1886)

This Lent we have been exploring the theme of Sabbath-keeping, which is clearly 
something other than vacation. During Holy Week we will take time to rest in the 
cross, to support one another with the washing of feet, to find renewal rejoicing in 
the resurrection. You’re welcome to join us for worship throughout the week:

Palm Sunday, 2 April, 17h30 in the sanctuary – We begin Holy Week 
remembering Jesus’s final entrance into Jerusalem.

Maundy Thursday, 6 April, 19h30 in the sanctuary – The service includes 
foot-washing (although you are not required to do this) and communion.

Good Friday, 7 April, 19h30 starting in the sanctuary – The service includes 
the reading of the passion of Christ according to Matthew and prayers of 
intercession.

Easter Sunday, 9 April, 6h30 at the Bains des Pâquis – Instead of an evening 
service on Easter Eve, this year we are planning an outdoor sunrise service Easter 
morning at the Bains de Pâquis. We’ll read, sing, and welcome the first light of 
Easter morning together (and then we’ll have breakfast at the café).

Easter Sunday, 9 April, 11h00 in the sanctuary – This festive service with 
communion will be followed by a festive meal (to which all will be invited to 
bring some festive food).

Next Sunday, 2 April – Worship at 17h30 
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On the first Sunday of each month, our congregation holds its worship service at 
17h30 instead of 11h00. So please remember that next Sunday, 2 April, worship 
will take place in the evening—we hope to see you there. Please also note that 
there is no church school this week.
Study Trip to Poland this September 
Once every six to seven years, the Lutheran World Federation holds an Assembly, 
bringing together representatives of member churches from around the world. The 
next LWF Assembly will take place in Krakow, Poland this September; the local 
Lutheran church is offering a program for visitors connected to the Assembly, and a 
group from our congregation is planning to attend. This would be an opportunity to 
learn about the local church’s history and its work with Ukranian refugees today, as 
well as to see some of the sights in this beautiful city and surrounding area.

The trip takes place from 9-12 September. The approximate cost of the 4 days will 
be around 550 – 600€, and includes overnights in a simple hotel, breakfast and 
dinner, admission tickets, bus, airport transfers, and English-speaking guide. This 
doesn’t include your travel costs or an optional visit to Auschwitz – Birkenau. You 
can register by completing a paper form available at the church or the online form 
here: https://forms.gle/KcMvD7ba6gfxDEDZ7

Contact Valerie Marinoni with any questions.

Serving Weekly Coffee Hour 
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship each Sunday. 
Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups:

2 April – Group A 9 April – Group B
16 April – Group C 23 April – Group D

If you can help on a week when your group is assigned,
please let your group’s coordinator know. 

Choir Rehearsal – Thursdays at 19h30 
The choir of the English-Speaking Congregation is open to anyone—we practice 
each week on Thursdays at 19h30 and prepare music for the coming Sunday. You 
are free to come and sing whenever you are available—no experience necessary!

Masks Now OpGonal in Worship 
For those worshipping at the church, masks remain welcome, but they are no 
longer mandatory. Please do use common sense. If you are not feeling well, please 
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consider worshipping from home—the livestream remains a great way to connect 
to the service from afar.

Cover image:
Photo by Johannes Plenio on Unsplash

This Week’s Schedule:  

Wed, 29 Mar 12h00 Lent study group
19h30 Lent study group

Thurs, 30 Mar 19h30 Choir practice
Sun, 2 April  17h30 Worship on Palm Sunday 

Office hours this week: 
Tuesday, 9h00-17h00, Thursday, 9h00–17h00; Friday, noon–16h00

Our church is enGrely self-supporGng. We count on our members and visitors 
to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in cash 
through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars made out to 
“Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo portion, please write 
GMG 0858. There are payment slips at the back of the church if you would like to 
offer your support through our PostFinance or Credit Suisse accounts. Thank you 
very much! Bank details below:

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the 
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church 
office.
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

Credit Suisse
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number  226749-71
Clearing Number  4835
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0
BIC/SWIFT  CRESCHZZ12A

PostFinance
The English-Speaking Congregation of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Geneva
Account Number 12-9677-6
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC POFICHBEXXX
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If you are a guest in our congregaGon this morning, please fill out the 
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor 
or one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any 
questions you might have about our congregation.

ELCG Connection Card
Name 
Phone 
 Email
Comments  

New to Geneva?  Y/N Date 
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