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THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

We are a home away-from-home,  
with people from different places becoming sisters and brothers in Christ. 

Our members come from 40 countries and six continents. Some are in 
Geneva for decades, others for only a few months. All help the parish to be a 

community of shared beliefs, experiences and concerns. Opportunities for 
fellowship, spiritual growth and recreation bring families, friends and 
acquaintances together. Such bonds are precious in a city of so many 

welcomes and farewells.
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

If you are worshipping with us for the first Gme or if 
you have been here before and would like to know more 
about our community, please fill out a connection card. 
You can scan this QR code to submit one online, or you 
can fill out the card on the back of the bulletin and place 
it in the offering basket or give it to one of the ushers. 

We are glad you are here—welcome!

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning: 
Reader: Nina Kiderlin
Prayers: Fulata Moyo
Altar care: Ana Villanueva
Assisting ministers: Martin Alilio, Elisabeth Benn, Maureen Gumbe, Fulata 
Moyo
Ushers: Ajay Alweendo, Ndahambelela Iipinge
Offering counters: Ngoni Hove, Njoroge Njuguna
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group C
Videography: Ray Woodcock



Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way 
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at: 

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/


Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89         

Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        
www.genevalutheran.ch 

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis   
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany + 5 February 2023, 17h30

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle:
Andorra, Italy, Malta, Portugal, San Marino, Spain, Vatican City

Welcome

Prelude   Regine Kummer

Greeting



Hymn                  The day you gave us Lord has ended
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Psalm 112:1-10

Praise the Lord! 
Happy are those who fear the Lord, 
who greatly delight in God’s commandments.  
Their descendants will be mighty in the land; 
the generation of the upright will be blessed.  
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Wealth and riches are in their houses, 
and their righteousness endures for ever.  
They rise in the darkness as a light for the upright; 
they are gracious, merciful, and righteous.  
It is well with those who deal generously and lend, 
who conduct their affairs with justice.  
For the righteous will never be moved; 
they will be remembered for ever.  
They are not afraid of evil tidings; 
their hearts are firm, secure in the Lord.  
Their hearts are steady, they will not be afraid; 
in the end they will look in triumph on their foes.  
They have distributed freely, they have given to the poor;
their righteousness endures for ever; 
their horn is exalted in honor. 
The wicked see it and are angry; 
they gnash their teeth and melt away; 
the desire of the wicked comes to nothing. 

Kyrie eleison   
A chant from Milan, at least 800 years old
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Gloria in excelsis Deo          Ambrosian Chant Choir

Glory to God in the highest and peace to God's people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, Almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world:  have mercy on us; 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father:  receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.   
And also with you.
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Epistle Reading 1 Corinthians 2:1-16

When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming 
the mystery of God to you in lofty words or wisdom.  For I decided to 
know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified.  And I 
came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling.  My speech 
and my proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with 
a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might rest 
not on human wisdom but on the power of God. 

Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of 
this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish.  But we 
speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed before the 
ages for our glory.  None of the rulers of this age understood this; for if 
they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.  But, as it is 
written, 
‘What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
   nor the human heart conceived, 
what God has prepared for those who love him’—  
these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit 
searches everything, even the depths of God. For what human being 
knows what is truly human except the human spirit that is within? So 
also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. 
Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is 
from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. 
And we speak of these things in words not taught by human wisdom but 
taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those who are 
spiritual. 

Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for 
they are foolishness to them, and they are unable to understand them 
because they are spiritually discerned. Those who are spiritual discern 
all things, and they are themselves subject to no one else’s scrutiny. “For 
who has known the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we 
have the mind of Christ.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia
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Gospel reading Matthew 5:13-20 

The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 5.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] ‘You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, 
how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but 
is thrown out and trampled under foot. 

‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden.  
No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the 
lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house.  In the same way, let 
your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and 
give glory to your Father in heaven. 

‘Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have 
come not to abolish but to fulfill.  For truly I tell you, until heaven and 
earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from 
the law until all is accomplished.  Therefore, whoever breaks one of the 
least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be 
called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and 
teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  For I tell 
you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, 
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Alleluia

Sermon Andy Willis

Hymn                                  Be thou my vision
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father 
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

God in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Passing of the Peace
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The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
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Offering                                 O radiant light

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
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Preface

Even if we could smash hydrogen to make a star,
we would not claim that we were the source of light.
Light comes from your word.
It is your gift to the squirrels and the trees,
to the bees and to us.
We give you thanks and praise, God creating light.

Even if we enjoy our freedom,
we dare not forget its source,
flowing from your mercy,
calling your people to a new land through the sea
where your law would insist upon justice 
and your compassion would reach to orphans, widows, and aliens.
We give you thanks and praise, God of grace.

Even if we manage some good,
we would not boast in our goodness.
Your Spirit is the source of love and patience and kindness,
so that our hearts might be filled with mercy and joy to share.
We give you thanks and praise, God of new beginnings.

You are more than what we manage,
more than our ingenuity,
more than our dreams.
So you did not leave us on our own,
but sent us your Beloved, Jesus Christ,
our light, and the light of the world.

So with the church on earth, sharing your light,
and with all the hosts of heaven, we sing your glory. 

11



Sanctus                          Heilig, heilig, heilig

Eucharistic Prayer  

Words of Institution 
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Remembering

At this table we bless the bread, and we see Christ's body.   
We bless the wine, and we share Christ's blood.    
We proclaim the mystery of our faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Prayer to the Holy Spirit

The Lord’s Prayer In our many languages

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen.
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Agnus Dei                   O Lamb of God, most holy
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Communion
Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people are welcome and invited 

to his feast. From the tray take a light-colored cup if you wish to receive 
grape juice or a dark-colored one if you wish to receive wine. After being 
served, place your cup on the tray for used cups. Gluten-free wafers are 

available upon request.

Songs during Communion  
Lumière de Dieu

The Lord is my light
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Christ, be our light
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Sending Forth

Benediction

Announcements and Welcoming Visitors

Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

17



18



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Join a Ministry Team MeeGng – ALer Worship this Evening 
Our congregation has a number of ministry teams that help with various parts of 
our community’s life. This season many of these teams are meeting after our 
monthly Sunday evening service, with the hope that this schedule makes it easy for 
anyone to participate. Whether you’ve served with one of these groups in the past 
or not, you’re welcome and encouraged to join a meeting after worship this 
evening:

• Worship team (gemeinderaum) – We’ll be planning for the season of Lent.
• Sharing team (top floor) – We’ll be talking about organizations and churches 

for our community to support financially in the coming season.
• Fellowship team (nursery) – We’ll be planning fellowship events for the 

winter.

Joining a ministry team meeting is a great way to contribute toward the life of the 
congregation—please consider attending!

Choir Rehearsal – Thursdays at 19h30 
The choir of the English-Speaking Congregation is open to anyone—we practice 
each week on Thursdays at 19h30 and prepare music for the coming Sunday. You 
are free to come and sing whenever you are available—no experience necessary!

Looking Ahead to Lent – Exploring Sabbath Together 
This Lent, our congregation is going to be studying and practicing sabbath, the 
biblical command to rest. In the midst of lives that can be overfull and pulled in 
many directions, sabbath is a gift, an opportunity to simply dwell in God’s 
presence. Where does this tradition come from? What might it look like today? 
How might we build it into our lives? We’ll be asking questions like these together 
throughout the season ahead, through worship services, a book study, and a visit to 
a local synagogue. More information will be coming soon!

Serving Weekly Coffee Hour 
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship in the church garden 
each Sunday. Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups:

19 February – Group D 26 February – Group E
5 March – Group A 12 March – Group B
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If you can help on a week when your group is assigned,
please let your group’s coordinator know. 

 
Masks Now OpGonal in Worship 
At its meeting on 29 January, the Congregation Council voted unanimously in 
favor of making masks optional for all activities at the church, including worship, 
effective immediately. The congregation continues to follow the guidance of the 
cantonal health office, which still recommends the following "trio of good 
practices":

• Hand hygiene (with soap and water or hydroalcoholic gel),
• Regular ventilation,
• Wearing a mask when you consider it necessary (for example in crowded 

and poorly ventilated places and when you have symptoms).

Please do use common sense. If you are not feeling well, please consider 
worshipping from home—the livestream remains a great way to connect to the 
service from afar. For those worshipping at the church, masks remain welcome, but 
they are no longer mandatory.

A New Minister of Music for the ELCG –  
ApplicaGons Accepted through 28 February 

Regine Kummer, our longtime organist and interim music leader since the start of 
2021, will retire in August 2023. We are now searching for a new minister of music 
to work with the two congregations of our church (English and German-speaking). 
Candidates for the position should have a strong background in church music, 
ability to work in a diverse, multicultural environment, and professional fluency in 
German and English. Do you know someone who might be a good fit to lead music 
in our two congregations? Or do you know someone who might know someone? 
The vacancy notice and details on applying for the position are on our website: 

https://genevalutheran.church/music-minister-search/

ContribuGon Statements and Tax AZestaGons 

Contribution statements for 2022 will be mailed this week, as well as attestations 
for those who have requested them for Swiss taxes. If you still need an attestation, 
please contact the office.
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Cover image:
Moyers, Mike. Shine, from Art in the Christian Tradition, 
a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57144  
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This Week’s Schedule:  

Thurs, 9 Feb 19h30 Choir practice
Sat, 11 Feb   9h30 Confirmation class
Sun, 12 Feb  10h00 Church school

11h00 Worship on the Sixth Sunday after Epiphany

Office hours this week: 
Tuesday, 9h00-17h00, Thursday, 9h00–17h00; Friday, noon–16h00

 

Our church is enGrely self-supporGng. We count on our members and visitors 
to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in cash 
through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars made out to 
“Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo portion, please write 
GMG 0858. There are payment slips at the back of the church if you would like to 
offer your support through our PostFinance or Credit Suisse accounts. Thank you 
very much! Bank details below:

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the 
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church 
office.

Credit Suisse
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number  226749-71
Clearing Number  4835
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0
BIC/SWIFT  CRESCHZZ12A

PostFinance
The English-Speaking Congregation of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Geneva
Account Number 12-9677-6
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC POFICHBEXXX
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*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  
If you are a guest in our congregaGon this morning, please fill out the 
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor 
or one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any 
questions you might have about our congregation.

ELCG Connection Card
Name 
Phone 
 Email
Comments  

New to Geneva?  Y/N Date 
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