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THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

We are a community on the move,  
discovering Christ together on the journey of faith. 

We see Christianity as a path to be walked together—learning, serving, 
praying, sharing, and growing alongside sisters and brothers. As we live and 
practice our faith, we not only encounter a new community; we also find the 

presence of God.
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

If you are worshipping with us for the first Gme or if 
you have been here before and would like to know more 
about our community, please fill out a connection card. 
You can scan this QR code to submit one online, or you 
can fill out the card on the back of the bulletin and place 
it in the offering basket or give it to one of the ushers. 

We are glad you are here—welcome!

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning: 
Reader: Clare Duran
Prayers: Dinesh Suna
Altar care: Aleida Auld
Assisting ministers: Elisabeth Benn, André du Plessis, 
Penuel Kiondo Zanetti, Greg Smiley
Church school: Nina Kiderlin, Natalie & Chad Rimmer
Ushers: Vivienne & Adam Talsma
Offering counters: Penuel Kiondo Zanetti, Njoroge Njuguna
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group A
Videography: Ray Woodcock



Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way 
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at: 

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/


Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89         

Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        
www.genevalutheran.ch 

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis   
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer

First Sunday in Lent
26 February 2023,11h00

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Belgium, Luxembourg, Netherlands

Welcome
You are invited to shut off your phone and put your watch in your pocket.

Prelude   Regine Kummer

Greeting

We enter into God's rest,
comforted by what has been given.
Regardless of the chaos we face, the conflicts or tensions,
we light a candle praising God, 
who spoke over the chaos and created light.

We celebrate the day of Christ's rising.
Through his cross and resurrection, we are given life, life worth 
living. 
We light the Christ candle thankful for the Light of the World. 
We remember we are washed in the love of Christ and set free from sin 
and death. 

The Holy Spirit gathers us into the body of Christ. 
Together we listen to God's word and feast at Christ's table.
Whatever our sorrows or triumphs,
whether we sigh in frustration or in relief,
we light a candle as the Spirit makes us one.   

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you;



and also with you.

Hymn                           O day of rest and gladness
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Call to Prayer

Prayer of Confession

Creator of rest, 
offering us time as a gift, 
church as a gift, 
love as a gift: 
When time is too precious for praise, 
forgive us.
When church is more a community of shared interests 
than a manifestation of the body of Christ, 
forgive us.
When love becomes an exercise in self-improvement 
rather than self-giving,
forgive us.

Too often, we are bound up making our own way,
instead of following the way of your Beloved, Jesus Christ,
the way of the cross.

Free us, Spirit of life, on this day without measures,
to enjoy the treasures you provide:
your word that names us your people,
the manna, the bread of heaven, by which we are fed,
your abiding presence holding us near, 
releasing us from our fears and labors
to wonder at the wide reach of your mercy and grace
through Jesus Christ. Amen.

Kyrie eleison
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Words of Grace
Hymn of Praise             Céad mille failte romhat  
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Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.   
And also with you.

Old Testament Reading Genesis 1:31—2:3

God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. 
And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 
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And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he 
rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. So God 
blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from 
all the work that he had done in creation.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 104:24-34

O Lord, how manifold are your works!
In wisdom you have made them all;
   the earth is full of your creatures. 
Yonder is the sea, great and wide,
creeping things innumerable are there,
   living things both small and great. 
There go the ships,
and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it.

Sung Antiphon           Lord, send forth your Spirit

These all look to you
to give them their food in due season; 
when you give to them, they gather it up;
when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. 
When you hide your face, they are dismayed;
when you take away their breath, they die
   and return to their dust. 
When you send forth your spirit, they are created;
and you renew the face of the ground. 

Sung Antiphon           Lord, send forth your Spirit

May the glory of the Lord endure for ever;
O Lord, rejoice in all your works.
You look at the earth and it trembles;
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you touch the mountains and they smoke. 
I will sing to the Lord as long as I live;
I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 
May my meditation be pleasing to him,
for I rejoice in the Lord.

Sung Antiphon           Lord, send forth your Spirit

Glory be to the Blessed Trinity,
one God in three persons, now and forever. Amen.

Acclamation             It came upon a midnight clear verse 3
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Gospel Matthew 4:1-11 

The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 4.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by 
the devil. He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was 
famished. The tempter came and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, 
command these stones to become loaves of bread.’ But he answered, ‘It 
is written, “One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
comes from the mouth of God.”’ Then the devil took him to the holy city 
and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, ‘If you are 
the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, “He will 
command his angels concerning you,” and “On their hands they will 
bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.”’ Jesus 
said to him, ‘Again it is written, “Do not put the Lord your God to the 
test.”’ Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed 
him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor; and he said to 
him, ‘All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.’ 
Jesus said to him, ‘Away with you, Satan! for it is written, “Worship the 
Lord your God, and serve only him.”’ Then the devil left him, and 
suddenly angels came and waited on him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Acclamation

Sermon Andy Willis
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Hymn                                When we are tested
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father 
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

God in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Passing of the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

Gathering of Gifts      Adagio from Sonate in G major
by François Devienne Op. 58 Number 5 / Regine Kummer, flute

     
Offering                         We who once were dead
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The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Preface

For the creation of rest,
we praise you.
For the commandment to rest,
we thank you.
For the rest observed by a people who are free,
we glorify you.
For the rest that builds community,
we exalt your name.
For the rest that serves humanity,
we honor you.
For your Beloved, who leads us into the promised rest,
where peace and justice reign,
we join with all those who have already entered your rest 
with the angels and the archangels in the ongoing, timeless hymn of 
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praise.

Sanctus

Eucharistic Prayer  

Words of Institution 

Remembering

As we eat this bread, we rest in the body of Christ.   
As this cup is poured, we rest in the blood of Christ.   
We proclaim the mystery of our faith.
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Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Prayer to the Holy Spirit

The Lord’s Prayer In our many languages

Agnus Dei                               O Lamb of God

Communion
Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people are welcome and invited to his 
feast. Take a light-colored cup if you wish to receive grape juice or a dark-colored 
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one if you wish to receive wine. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

Songs during Communion  Jesus, Lamb of God
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Jesu, tawa pano
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We gather together

Sending Forth
Benediction   
Announcements and Welcoming Visitors
Dismissal
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Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
This Lent – Exploring Sabbath Together 
In the Bible, rest is not just a suggestion or a good idea, something to squeeze in 
here and there if you can find a moment for it. In the Bible, rest is a command! But 
what does it mean to keep sabbath today? What sort of rest does this tradition 
offer? And what does it look like in our busy, over-scheduled, 24/7 lives? We’ll be 
asking questions like these together throughout this season.

Join a Book Study this Lent – Sabbath Keeping 
Throughout the season of Lent (22 February - 5 April), groups will meet weekly to 
discuss the book Sabbath Keeping: Finding Freedom in the Rhythms of Rest by 
Lynne Baab. Copies of the book are available from the church for Chf 10. Use the 
online signup form on our website or contact the church office to register.

Next Sunday, 5 March – Worship at 17h30 
On the first Sunday of each month, our congregation holds its worship service at 
17h30 instead of 11h00. So please remember that next Sunday, 5 March, worship 
will take place in the evening—we hope to see you there. Please also note that 
there is no church school this week.

Join a Ministry Team MeeGng – AXer Worship Next Sunday 
Our congregation has a number of ministry teams that help with various parts of 
our community’s life. This season many of these teams are meeting after our 
monthly Sunday evening service, with the hope that this schedule makes it easy for 
anyone to participate. Whether you’ve served with one of these groups in the past 
or not, you’re welcome and encouraged to join a meeting after worship next 
Sunday, 5 March.
• Worship team (gemeinderaum) – We’ll be planning for Holy Week.
• Sharing team (top floor) – We’ll be talking about organizations and churches 

for our community to support financially in the coming season.
• Fellowship team (nursery) – We’ll be planning fellowship events for the 

months ahead.

Food CollecGon for Luzhany, Ukraine 
A friend of the congregation from Luzhany, a small town in southwestern Ukraine, 
is collecting food to be sent by van to his village this week. Thanks to all who have 
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already brought food for the collection. Additional donations of groceries (non-
perishable only) can be brought to the church until this Tuesday.

VisiGng a Local Synagogue – 7 March 
On Tuesday 7 March, from 17h30 – 19h00, a group from our congregation will 
visit the synagogue of the Communauté Juive Libérale de Genève for a 
conversation with Rabbi François Garaï regarding their community’s observance of 
the sabbath today. The synagogue is located on Route de Chêne, near the 
International School, and all are welcome to attend. Please sign up using the paper 
form after worship today or using the online form sent with the weekly church 
email.

Serving at the Soup Kitchen on Saturday, 4 March
Our congregation will be serving at the Soup Kitchen Saturday 4 March. It takes 
place from 9h00 until about 13h00 at Le Jardin de Montbrillant (Rue de 
Montbrillant 3) just behind Geneva Cornavin train station. All are welcome to 
come and help serve. The signup sheet will be available after church 
announcements. Contact Elisabeth Benn (chriselis_benn@bluewin.ch) for more 
information.

An Update from Our Treasurer 
Dear brothers and sisters,

Thank you very much for your continued giving and support to our church and its 
ministries. The preliminary figures at the end of 2022 show that we had a total 
undesignated income of 317,530CHF while our expenses amount to 311,842CHF. 
This gives us an initial surplus of 5,688CHF.

In addition to these figures, towards the end of the year we received a surprise 
extraordinary gift of 40,000USD (around 39,492CHF) from a former member. The 
Congregation Council decided to allocate 10% of this gift to the sharing fund with 
the remaining amount being allocated to our general reserves for new/other 
ministry initiatives. 

Thank you once again for your faithful giving and support throughout the year.
Samuel Mungure

Serving Weekly Coffee Hour 
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship each Sunday. 
Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups:

5 March – Group B 12 March – Group C
19
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19 March – Group D 26 March – Group E

If you can help on a week when your group is assigned,
please let your group’s coordinator know. 

New Vacancy – AdministraGve Assistant for the ESC 
In January, Donna Phillips announced that she is resigning from her position as 
administrative assistant for the English-Speaking Congregation in order to pursue a 
new professional opportunity. She will continue in her role until the end of April, 
and she will go with our community’s deep gratitude for nearly ten years of 
outstanding service.

We have begun the search for a new part-time administrative assistant, to begin 
work in mid-April. You’ll find the vacancy notice and information on applying 
here:

https://genevalutheran.church/jobs

Please share this information in your networks and encourage qualified persons to 
apply. Applications are being accepted until 12 March.

Minister of Music ApplicaGons Accepted through 28 February 

Regine Kummer, our longtime organist and interim music leader since the start of 
2021, will retire in August 2023, and we are now searching for a new minister of 
music to work with the two congregations of our church (English and German-
speaking). Applications are being accepted through 28 February. The vacancy 
notice and details on applying for the position are on our website:

https://genevalutheran.church/music-minister-search/

Choir Rehearsal – Thursdays at 19h30 
The choir of the English-Speaking Congregation is open to anyone—we practice 
each week on Thursdays at 19h30 and prepare music for the coming Sunday. You 
are free to come and sing whenever you are available—no experience necessary!

Looking for House-Siang or a Room to Rent 
Will you be out of town for the summer months and looking for someone to keep 
an eye on your home? Or do you have a room to rent? Joan Albrecht, a friend of 
the congregation who has visited several times and house-sat for various church 
members, is planning to come to Geneva this summer and is looking for a place to 
stay for several weeks in June, July, and/or August. You can contact Joan directly 
at: gracepub@juno.com.
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Masks Now OpGonal in Worship 
For those worshipping at the church, masks remain welcome, but they are no 
longer mandatory. Please do use common sense. If you are not feeling well, please 
consider worshipping from home—the livestream remains a great way to connect 
to the service from afar.

Cover image:
Paul Klee, Swiss, 1879–1940

Heitere Gebirgslandschaft (Joyful Mountain Landscape)
Public domain. Photo credit: Yale University Art Gallery

This Week’s Schedule:  

Tues, 28 Feb 19h00 Congregation Council meeting
Wed, 1 Mar 12h00 Lent study group

19h30 Lent study group
Thurs, 2 Mar 19h30 Choir practice
Sun, 5 Mar  17h30 Worship on the Second Sunday in Lent

Office hours this week: 
Tuesday, 9h00-17h00, Thursday, 9h00–17h00; Friday, noon–16h00

 

Our church is enGrely self-supporGng. We count on our members and visitors 
to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in cash 
through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars made out to 
“Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo portion, please write 
GMG 0858. There are payment slips at the back of the church if you would like to 
offer your support through our PostFinance or Credit Suisse accounts. Thank you 
very much! Bank details below:

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the 

Credit Suisse
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number  226749-71
Clearing Number  4835
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0
BIC/SWIFT  CRESCHZZ12A

PostFinance
The English-Speaking Congregation of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Geneva
Account Number 12-9677-6
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC POFICHBEXXX
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"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church 
office.
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  
If you are a guest in our congregaGon this morning, please fill out the 
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor 
or one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any 
questions you might have about our congregation.

ELCG Connection Card
Name 
Phone 
 Email
Comments  

New to Geneva?  Y/N Date 
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