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THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

We are a congrega*on where music, liturgy, and prayer  
reflect the richness of the global church. 

We gather each week for worship that is both firmly rooted in the ancient 
forms and traditions of Christian liturgy and attuned to contemporary 

concerns. We encounter the good news of Jesus in scripture, in song, in the 
sacraments, and in the gathered community. The Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 

shapes our weekly worship, leading us to pray for and sing songs from 
different parts of the world.

Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

If you are worshipping with us for the first Gme or if 
you have been here before and would like to know more 
about our community, please fill out a connection card. 
You can scan this QR code to submit one online, or you 
can fill out the card on the back of the bulletin and place 
it in the offering basket or give it to one of the ushers. 

We are glad you are here—welcome!

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning: 
Guest Preacher: Rev. Dr. Wesley Ariarajah
Reader: Kiki Lawal
Prayers: Maureen Gumbe
Altar care: Mee Ji
Assisting ministers: Maureen Gumbe, Fulata Moyo, Hiromi Yano
Church school: Nina Kiderlin, Chad & Natalie Rimmer, Grete Willis
Ushers: Anja Kit, Elysia Kit
Offering counters: Johnny Camaddo, Ray Woodcock
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group E
Videography: Ray Woodcock



Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way 
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at: 

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/


Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89         

Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        
www.genevalutheran.ch 

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis   
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer

Last Sunday after Epiphany + 17 February 2023,11h00
Transfiguration Sunday 

Guest Preacher: Rev. Dr. Wesley Ariarajah

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: France, Germany, Monaco

Welcome

Prelude   Regine Kummer

Greeting

Although we are not on Mt. Blanc or the Matterhorn, 
nor even on the Salève,
we come at Christ's own bidding to a place holy,
where God's grace shines in the smiles of friends
and we hear God's voice within the sound of our song.
Here, glory comes not from the summits of achievement,
but from the wonder of God's love,
compassion set ablaze by the Holy Spirit,
worship released to marvel at what we have been given,
as we praise the Blessed Trinity
and listen to God's Beloved, in whom God is well pleased.
 



Hymn                We have come at Christ's own bidding

Psalm 99 

God is ruler; let the peoples tremble! 
God sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake! 
God is great in Zion; 
and exalted over all the peoples. 
Let them praise your great and awesome name. 
Holy is God! 

Mighty Ruler, lover of justice, you have established equity; 
you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob. 

2



Extol the Lord our God; worship at God’s footstool. 
Holy is God! 
Moses and Aaron were among God’s priests, 
Samuel also was among those who called on God’s name. 
They cried to God, and God answered them. 
God spoke to them in the pillar of cloud; 
they kept God’s decrees, and the statutes that God gave them. 
O Lord our God, you answered them; 
you were a forgiving God to them, 
but an avenger of their wrongdoings. 
Extol the Lord our God, and worship at God’s holy mountain; 
for the Lord our God is holy.

Call to Prayer

Prayer of Confession

We no longer kneel at your footstool, God of glory.
Such footstools seem old-fashioned. 
Then how shall we acknowledge your role in our lives? 
If we no longer bow and bend, 
what shows that we love you with all our heart and soul and mind?
Have we lost the shine of serving you? 
Turn us to the lamp shining in a dark place 
until the day dawns and the morning star rises in our hearts.

Sung Response               Seigneur, prends pitie!

You can seem all cloud, God over all, 
a fog through which we cannot see. 
We are not Moses, able to enter the mountain mist. 
We are not Peter, James, and John, 
able for a moment to discern your Beloved, dazzling bright. 
Too often we grow inattentive, more drowsy than alert, 

3



more confused than assured, more fearful than affirmed.
Turn us to the lamp shining in a dark place 
until the day dawns and the morning star rises in our hearts.

Sung Response               Seigneur, prends pitie!

When the mountain is too rugged for us to climb, 
descend to us anew, Incarnate God, 
with loving eyes that keep hoping we will do well.
Turn us to the lamp shining in a dark place 
until the day dawns and the morning star rises in our hearts.

Sung Response               Seigneur, prends pitie!

Words of Grace

Gloria

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.   
And also with you.

Old Testament Reading Exodus 24:12-18 
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The Lord said to Moses, ‘Come up to me on the mountain, and wait 
there; and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the 
commandment, which I have written for their instruction.’ So Moses set 
out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of 
God. To the elders he had said, ‘Wait here for us, until we come to you 
again; for Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to 
them.’ Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the 
mountain. The glory of the Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud 
covered it for six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the 
cloud. Now the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a devouring 
fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. Moses 
entered the cloud, and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the 
mountain for forty days and forty nights.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Acclamation                        Lumière de Dieu

Epistle Reading 2 Peter 1:16-21 

For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to 
you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been 
eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received honor and glory from God 
the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, 
saying, ‘This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’ 
We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with 
him on the holy mountain. 
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So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do 
well to be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the 
day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. First of all you 
must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s 
own interpretation, because no prophecy ever came by human will, but 
men and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia

Gospel Matthew 17:1-9 

The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 17.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John 
and led them up a high mountain, by themselves. And he was 
transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes 
became dazzling white. Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and 
Elijah, talking with him. Then Peter said to Jesus, ‘Lord, it is good for us 
to be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, 
one for Moses, and one for Elijah.’ While he was still speaking, 

6



suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice 
said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to 
him!’ When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were 
overcome by fear. But Jesus came and touched them, saying, ‘Get up 
and do not be afraid.’ And when they looked up, they saw no one except 
Jesus himself alone. As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus 
ordered them, ‘Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of Man 
has been raised from the dead.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Alleluia

Sermon Rev. Dr. Wesley Ariarajah

Hymn                                  O wondrous sight  

  

Apostles’ Creed 
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father 
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

God in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Passing of the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

Gathering of Gifts         Vertrauf den neuen Wegen  Choir
German, Klaus Peter Hertzsch.   

Arrangement of a 16th century melody by Michael Benedict Bender
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Trust the new ways
that the Lord points us toward,
as life means to move,
as life means to wander.
Since God’s light has illuminated the 
sky,
many people went towards the 
promised Land. 

Trust the new ways,
and wander into time!
God wishes for you to be a blessing 
on earth.
He who breathed life into us in the 
olden days,
he will guide us to where he wants 
and needs us. 

Trust the new ways,
on which God sent us!
He himself comes towards us,
the future is his land. 
Who sets out can place their hope in 
time and eternity. 
The gates are open.
The land is bright and wide.

Vertraut den neuen Wegen,
Auf die der Herr uns weist,
Weil Leben heißt: sich regen,
Weil Leben wandern heißt. 
Seit leuchtend Gottes Bogen am 
hohen Himmel stand,
Sin Menschen ausgezogen in das 
gelobte Land.

Vertraut den neuen Wegen,
Und wandert in die Zeit!
Gott will, dass ihr ein Segen für seine 
Erde seid.
Der uns in frühen Zeiten das Leben 
eingehaucht,
der wird uns dahin leiten, wo er uns 
will und braucht.

Vertraut den neuen Wegen,
auf die Gott uns gesandt!
Er selbst kommt uns entgegen, 
Die Zukunft ist sein Land.
Wer aufbricht, der kann hoffen in 
Zeit und Ewigkeit.
Die Tore stehen offen.
Das Land ist hell und weit.



Offering          Praise God from whom all blessings flow

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

Preface
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Sanctus                  Heilig, heilig, heilig

Eucharistic Prayer  
Words of Institution 
Remembering
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This is Christ's glory.  
He gives himself to us and to the whole world in bread and wine.
We proclaim the mystery of our faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Prayer to the Holy Spirit

The Lord’s Prayer In our many languages

Agnus Dei                   O Lamb of God, most holy
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Communion
Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people are welcome and invited 

to his feast. From the tray take a light-colored cup if you wish to receive 
grape juice or a dark-colored one if you wish to receive wine. After being 
served, place your cup on the tray for used cups. Gluten-free wafers are 

available upon request.

Songs during Communion  
Lumière de Dieu

Confitemini
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Shine Jesus shine

Sending Forth
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Benediction   

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

Announcements and Welcoming Visitors

Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Ash Wednesday Worship – This Wednesday at 19h00 
The season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday—a day Christians have observed 
for centuries with prayer, fasting, and the imposition of ashes. Whether you are 
familiar with this tradition or not, you’re encouraged to join our community for 
worship this Ash Wednesday, 22 February at 19h00. All are welcome.

Looking Ahead to Lent – Exploring Sabbath Together 
In the Bible, rest is not just a suggestion or a good idea, something to squeeze in 
here and there if you can find a moment for it. In the Bible, rest is a command! But 
what does it mean to keep sabbath today? What sort of rest does this tradition 
offer? And what does it look like in our busy, over-scheduled, 24/7 lives? We’ll be 
asking questions like these together throughout the season ahead.

Join a Book Study this Lent – Sabbath Keeping 
Throughout the season of Lent (22 February - 5 April), groups will meet weekly to 
discuss the book Sabbath Keeping: Finding Freedom in the Rhythms of Rest by 
Lynne Baab. It's a wise and accessible book with lots of practical suggestions for 
individuals, families, and communities. Groups will meet at a variety of times 
(online and in-person if there’s interest); copies of the book are available from the 
church for Chf 10. Use the online signup form through our website or the paper 
form available after worship to register.

Please sign up now if you're interested. It's a great opportunity to explore this core 
practice of our faith in community with others. Contact Andy Willis with any 
questions.

VisiGng a Local Synagogue – 7 March 
On Tuesday 7 March, from 17h30 – 19h00, a group from our congregation will 
visit the synagogue of the Communauté Juive Libérale de Genève for a 
conversation with Rabbi François Garaï regarding their community’s observance of 
the sabbath today. The synagogue is located on Route de Chêne, near the 
International School, and all are welcome to attend. Please mark your calendar now 
if you’re interested—information about signing up will follow shortly.

No Choir Rehearsal this Thursday 

17



Due to the school break, there will be no choir rehearsal this Thursday, 23 
February. Weekly rehearsals will resume on 2 March.
Serving Weekly Coffee Hour 
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship each Sunday. 
Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups:

26 February – Group A 5 March – Group B
12 March – Group C 19 March – Group D

If you can help on a week when your group is assigned,
please let your group’s coordinator know. 

Possible Study Trip to Poland – InformaGon Session Today 
Once every six to seven years, the Lutheran World Federation holds an Assembly, 
bringing together representatives of member churches from around the world. The 
next LWF Assembly will take place in Krakow, Poland this September; the local 
Lutheran church is offering a program for visitors connected to the Assembly, and a 
group from our congregation may attend. This would be an opportunity to learn 
about the local church’s history and its work with Ukranian refugees today, as well 
as to see some of the sights in this beautiful city and surrounding area.

An interest meeting will be held after worship today. All are welcome to come and 
learn more about this possible September trip.

Food CollecGon for Luzhany, Ukraine 
A friend of the congregation from Luzhany, a small town in southwestern Ukraine, 
is collecting food to be sent by van to his village this week. Thanks to all who have 
brought food for the collection today. Additional donations of groceries (non-
perishable only) can be brought to the church until Thursday this week.

New Vacancy – AdministraGve Assistant for the ESC 
In January, Donna Phillips announced that she is resigning from her position as 
administrative assistant for the English-Speaking Congregation in order to pursue a 
new professional opportunity. She will continue in her role until the end of April, 
and she will go with our community’s deep gratitude for nearly ten years of 
outstanding service.

We are now beginning the search for a new part-time administrative assistant, to 
begin work in mid-April. You’ll find the vacancy notice and information on 
applying here:
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https://genevalutheran.church/jobs

Please share this information in your networks and encourage qualified persons to 
apply! Applications are being accepted until 12 March.
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A New Minister of Music for the ELCG –  
ApplicaGons Accepted through 28 February 

Regine Kummer, our longtime organist and interim music leader since the start of 
2021, will retire in August 2023. We are now searching for a new minister of music 
to work with the two congregations of our church (English and German-speaking). 
Candidates for the position should have a strong background in church music, 
ability to work in a diverse, multicultural environment, and professional fluency in 
German and English. Do you know someone who might be a good fit to lead music 
in our two congregations? Or do you know someone who might know someone? 
The vacancy notice and details on applying for the position are on our website: 

https://genevalutheran.church/music-minister-search/

Masks Now OpGonal in Worship 
At its meeting on 29 January, the Congregation Council voted unanimously in 
favor of making masks optional for all activities at the church, including worship, 
effective immediately. The congregation continues to follow the guidance of the 
cantonal health office, which still recommends the following "trio of good 
practices":

• Hand hygiene (with soap and water or hydroalcoholic gel),
• Regular ventilation,
• Wearing a mask when you consider it necessary (for example in crowded 

and poorly ventilated places and when you have symptoms).

Please do use common sense. If you are not feeling well, please consider 
worshipping from home—the livestream remains a great way to connect to the 
service from afar. For those worshipping at the church, masks remain welcome, but 
they are no longer mandatory.

Cover image:
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Latimore, Kelly. Transfiguration,
from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57114 
 
This Week’s Schedule:  

Wed, 22 Feb 19h00 Worship on Ash Wednesday
Sun, 26 Feb  10h00 Church school

11h00 Worship on the First Sunday in Lent

Office hours this week: 
Tuesday, 9h00-17h00, Thursday, 9h00–17h00; Friday, noon–16h00

 

Our church is enGrely self-supporGng. We count on our members and visitors 
to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in cash 
through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars made out to 
“Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo portion, please write 
GMG 0858. There are payment slips at the back of the church if you would like to 
offer your support through our PostFinance or Credit Suisse accounts. Thank you 
very much! Bank details below:

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the 
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church 
office.
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  
If you are a guest in our congregaGon this morning, please fill out the 
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor 
or one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any 
questions you might have about our congregation.

ELCG Connection Card

Credit Suisse
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number  226749-71
Clearing Number  4835
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0
BIC/SWIFT  CRESCHZZ12A

PostFinance
The English-Speaking Congregation of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Geneva
Account Number 12-9677-6
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC POFICHBEXXX
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Name 
Phone 
 Email
Comments  

New to Geneva?  Y/N Date 
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