
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF GENEVA

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION

WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00
12 FEBRUARY 2023 



THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

We are church with open arms,  
where each person is welcome in God’s all-inclusive love. 

Jesus shared God’s gracious love with all people, and we seek to follow this 
example. People of any economic status, marital or family situation, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, or ability are welcome to full participation in 

our congregation. We honor the unique gifts of each.
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

If you are worshipping with us for the first Gme or if 
you have been here before and would like to know more 
about our community, please fill out a connection card. 
You can scan this QR code to submit one online, or you 
can fill out the card on the back of the bulletin and place 
it in the offering basket or give it to one of the ushers. 

We are glad you are here—welcome!

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning: 
Reader: Marc de Chassey
Prayers: André du Plessis
Altar care: Mee Ji
Assisting ministers: Elisabeth Benn, Marc de Chassey
Church school: Marc de Chassey, Nina Kiderlin, Ritu Suna, Grete Willis
Ushers: Caetano de Chassey, Eva de Chassey
Offering counters: Johnny Camaddo, Monika Herder
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group D
Videography: Ray Woodcock

Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way 



and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at: 
https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/


Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89         

Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        
www.genevalutheran.ch 

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis   
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany + 12 February 2023,11h00

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Austria, Liechtenstein, Switzerland

Welcome

Prelude   Regine Kummer

Greeting

For the courage to choose life, 
life worth the living, in God, our Mother and Father, 
for the assurance that Jesus Christ keeps giving himself for 
the life of the whole world, 
and forgiving us when our living misses the point, 
for the encouragement of the Spirit that breathes life into us 
as if it were fresh, clean air,
we draw closer and closer 
into the worship of the Blessed Trinity, 
whose community sings life, dances life, 
speaks life, eats life, drinks life, 
receives life overcoming death,
celebrates life for all God's children.



Hymn                                   God of our lives
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Call to Prayer

Prayer of Confession

Gracious God, 
How did “the good life” become so deadly? 
Did we not want to see what we were doing to ourselves, 
to the earth?
What happened that wanting to live well 
actually dried up needed wells?
Turn us, when “the good life” is no longer the living that is good.

Sung Response               Seigneur, prends pitie!

When the harm is easily missed or even hidden,
and the fish in the lake swim in the plastic from toothpaste or tires,
when convenience becomes an excuse to ignore its damage,
and consuming to excess is masked as an economic virtue,
turn us from “the good life,” that in its selfishness does little good.

Sung Response               Seigneur, prends pitie!

From the parties and tribes that divide,
tearing our world apart, 
more interested in compartments for pride and combat
than participation in solutions that foster life,
save us.
Turn us to what is truly good, 
because it is immersed in the goodness and mercy of Jesus Christ,
following his way, speaking his truth, 
choosing the life that is really living,
not just for us, 
but for all whom Christ loves.
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Sung Response               Seigneur, prends pitie!

Words of Grace

Gloria

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.   
And also with you.

Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 30:15-20

[Moses said] “See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, 
death and adversity. If you obey the commandments of the Lord your 
God that I am commanding you today, by loving the Lord your God, 
walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and 
ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your 
God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. But if 
your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow 
down to other gods and serve them, I declare to you today that you shall 
perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the 
Jordan to enter and possess. I call heaven and earth to witness against 
you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. 
Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, loving the Lord 
your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to 
you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord 
swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” 

This is the word of the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
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Epistle Reading 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 

And so, brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual people, 
but rather as people of the flesh, as infants in Christ.  I fed you with 
milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for solid food. Even now 
you are still not ready, for you are still of the flesh. For as long as there is 
jealousy and quarrelling among you, are you not of the flesh, and 
behaving according to human inclinations?  For when one says, ‘I 
belong to Paul’, and another, ‘I belong to Apollos’, are you not merely 
human? 

What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came 
to believe, as the Lord assigned to each.  I planted, Apollos watered, but 
God gave the growth. So neither the one who plants nor the one who 
waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth.  The one who 
plants and the one who waters have a common purpose, and each will 
receive wages according to the labor of each.  For we are God’s 
servants, working together; you are God’s field, God’s building. 

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia
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Gospel Reading Matthew 5:21-26

The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 5.
Glory to you, O Lord.

 [Jesus said:] ‘You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, 
“You shall not murder”; and “whoever murders shall be liable to 
judgment.” But I say to you that if you are angry with a brother or sister, 
you will be liable to judgment; and if you insult a brother or sister, you 
will be liable to the council; and if you say, “You fool”, you will be 
liable to the hell of fire. So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if 
you remember that your brother or sister has something against you, 
leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your 
brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift. Come to terms 
quickly with your accuser while you are on the way to court with him, 
or your accuser may hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the 
guard, and you will be thrown into prison. Truly I tell you, you will 
never get out until you have paid the last penny.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Alleluia

Sermon Andy Willis

Hymn                     In Christ there is no east or west
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father 
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

God in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Passing of the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

Gathering of Gifts                  Psaume CXXIV  Choir
French by Théodore de Béze.  Music by Claude Goudimel, Geneva 1580.

1. Sans le Seigneur qui nous a protégés comme il a fait, jadis, en leurs 
dangers,

nos grand aïeux combattant pour la foi: 
sans le Seigneur qui nous a protégés, que pouvions-nous faibles et pleins 

d'effoi?

2. On nous voit pris, serrés au nœud d'un lacs, 
et l'oiseleur lève sur nous son bras:
il plaît à Dieu de nous sauver encor, 

on nous voit pris serrés au nœud d'un lacs, 
mais Dieu le rompt Dieu nous donne l'essor.
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3. Notre aide soit au Nom de l'Éternel, maître des mers, de la terre et du 
ciel.

Contre le doute et le mauvais désir, notre aide soit au Nom de l'Éternel!
Et puissions-nous en Lui vivre et mourir!

1.Without the Lord, who protected us, 
as God once did when our great forefathers, 

who in great danger were fighting for the faith,
without the Lord, who protected us, we would be weak and drowned in the 

deep.

2. We see ourselves like birds caught in the snare of the fowler,
and the fowler pulls us into his arms, but it pleases God to deliver us still.

We see ourselves caught in the snare of the fowler,
but God breaks the snare, and we take wing.  

3. Our help is in the name of the Lord, master of the seas, the earth and 
heaven.

Against doubt and evil desires, our help is in the name of the Lord.
In God we live and die.

Offering          Praise God from whom all blessings flow
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The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

Preface

Sanctus                  Heilig, heilig, heilig
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Eucharistic Prayer  

Words of Institution 
 
Remembering

At this table we bless the bread, and we see Christ's body.   
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We bless the wine, and we share Christ's blood.    
We proclaim the mystery of our faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Prayer to the Holy Spirit

The Lord’s Prayer In our many languages

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen.

Agnus Dei                   O Lamb of God, most holy
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Communion
Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people are welcome and invited 

to his feast. From the tray take a light-colored cup if you wish to receive 
grape juice or a dark-colored one if you wish to receive wine. After being 
served, place your cup on the tray for used cups. Gluten-free wafers are 

available upon request.
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Songs during Communion  
Lumière de Dieu

One bread, one body
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Bless be the tie that binds

Sending Forth

Benediction   

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

Announcements and Welcoming Visitors

Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Looking Ahead to Lent – Exploring Sabbath Together 
In the Bible, rest is not just a suggestion or a good idea, something to squeeze in 
here and there if you can find a moment for it. In the Bible, rest is a command! But 
what does it mean to keep sabbath today? What sort of rest does this tradition 
offer? And what does it look like in our busy, over-scheduled, 24/7 lives? We’ll be 
asking questions like these together throughout the season ahead, through worship 
services, a book study, and a visit to a local synagogue. More information will be 
coming soon!

Join a Book Study this Lent – Sabbath Keeping 
Throughout the season of Lent (22 February - 5 April), groups will meet weekly to 
discuss the book Sabbath Keeping: Finding Freedom in the Rhythms of Rest by 
Lynne Baab. It's a wise and accessible book with lots of practical suggestions for 
individuals, families, and communities. Groups will meet at a variety of times 
(online and in-person if there’s interest); copies of the book are available from the 
church for Chf 10. Use the online signup form through our website or the paper 
form available after worship to register.

We'll start forming groups shortly, so please sign up soon if you're interested. It's a 
great opportunity to explore this core practice of our faith in community with 
others. Contact Andy Willis with any questions.

Serving Weekly Coffee Hour 
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship each Sunday. 
Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups:

19 February – Group E 26 February – Group A
5 March – Group B 12 March – Group C

If you can help on a week when your group is assigned,
please let your group’s coordinator know. 

Choir Rehearsal – Thursdays at 19h30 
The choir of the English-Speaking Congregation is open to anyone—we practice 
each week on Thursdays at 19h30 and prepare music for the coming Sunday. You 
are free to come and sing whenever you are available—no experience necessary!
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ContribuGon Statements and Tax AWestaGons 

Contribution statements for 2022 were mailed this past week, as well as attestations 
for those who have requested them for Swiss taxes. If you still need an attestation, 
please contact the office.
Possible Study Trip to Poland – InformaGon Session 19 February 
Once every six to seven years, the Lutheran World Federation holds an Assembly, 
bringing together representatives of member churches from around the world. The 
next LWF Assembly will take place in Krakow, Poland this September; the local 
Lutheran church is offering a program for visitors connected to the Assembly, and a 
group from our congregation may attend. This would be an opportunity to learn 
about the local church’s history and its work with Ukranian refugees today, as well 
as to see some of the sights in this beautiful city and surrounding area.

An interest meeting will be held after worship next Sunday (19 February). All are 
welcome to come and learn more about this possible September trip.
 
A New Minister of Music for the ELCG –  
ApplicaGons Accepted through 28 February 

Regine Kummer, our longtime organist and interim music leader since the start of 
2021, will retire in August 2023. We are now searching for a new minister of music 
to work with the two congregations of our church (English and German-speaking). 
Candidates for the position should have a strong background in church music, 
ability to work in a diverse, multicultural environment, and professional fluency in 
German and English. Do you know someone who might be a good fit to lead music 
in our two congregations? Or do you know someone who might know someone? 
The vacancy notice and details on applying for the position are on our website: 

https://genevalutheran.church/music-minister-search/

Masks Now OpGonal in Worship 
At its meeting on 29 January, the Congregation Council voted unanimously in 
favor of making masks optional for all activities at the church, including worship, 
effective immediately. The congregation continues to follow the guidance of the 
cantonal health office, which still recommends the following "trio of good 
practices":

• Hand hygiene (with soap and water or hydroalcoholic gel),
• Regular ventilation,
• Wearing a mask when you consider it necessary (for example in crowded 

and poorly ventilated places and when you have symptoms).
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Please do use common sense. If you are not feeling well, please consider 
worshipping from home—the livestream remains a great way to connect to the 
service from afar. For those worshipping at the church, masks remain welcome, but 
they are no longer mandatory.

 

21



22



Cover image:
Josefina de Vasconcellos, 1904-2005. “Reconciliation,” Coventry Cathedral. 

 
This Week’s Schedule:  

Thurs, 16 Feb 19h30 Choir practice
Sun, 19 Feb  10h00 Church school

11h00 Worship on Transfiguration Sunday
12h30 Study trip information session

Office hours this week: 
Tuesday, 9h00-17h00, Thursday, 9h00–17h00; Friday, noon–16h00

 

Our church is enGrely self-supporGng. We count on our members and visitors 
to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in cash 
through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars made out to 
“Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo portion, please write 
GMG 0858. There are payment slips at the back of the church if you would like to 
offer your support through our PostFinance or Credit Suisse accounts. Thank you 
very much! Bank details below:

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the 
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church 
office.
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  
If you are a guest in our congregaGon this morning, please fill out the 
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor 
or one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any 

Credit Suisse
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number  226749-71
Clearing Number  4835
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0
BIC/SWIFT  CRESCHZZ12A

PostFinance
The English-Speaking Congregation of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Geneva
Account Number 12-9677-6
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC POFICHBEXXX
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questions you might have about our congregation.

ELCG Connection Card
Name 
Phone 
 Email
Comments  

New to Geneva?  Y/N Date 
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