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ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION 
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 19H00 

22 FEBRUARY 2023  



THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

 
We are followers of Jesus, seeking God’s justice, peace,  

and grace in personal and common witness. 
Our hope each Sunday is to go out of God’s house with good courage into our 

diverse jobs and obligations—with family, civil society, government, business and 
education. We pray for the peace and well-being of all peoples. The Gospel calls us 
wherever we are to use our time and talents for others and for the common good. 

Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 
 
 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if 
you have been here before and would like to know 
more about our community, please fill out a 
connection card. You can scan this QR code to 
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on 
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering 
basket or give it to one of the ushers.  
 

We are glad you are here—welcome! 
 
Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this evening:  
Reader: Naomi Mungure 
Prayers: Belinda Mziray 
Altar care: Aleida Auld 
Assisting ministers: Elisabeth Benn, Maureen Gumbe, Kiki Lawal 
Ushers: Mee Ji, Penuel Kiondo Zanetti 
Videography: Ray Woodcock 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way  
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at:  

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/ 



 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva 
English-Speaking Congregation 

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland 
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89          

Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        
www.genevalutheran.ch  

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer 

 
22 February 2023,19h00 

Ash Wednesday 
 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: France, Germany, Monaco 
 
 
Welcome 
 

Prelude    Regine Kummer 
 

Greeting 
 

Entering into the rest,  
slowing down, breathing carefully,  
treasuring for a time what is worth our time,  
leaving behind the distractions in the quest for  
the bigger thrill, the stronger result,  
we hear the bell that chimes both our demise 
and the grace by which we rise. 
The trumpet blows, calling us to the fast, 
but its fanfare also announces that we shall be changed, 
the perishable recast in the imperishable,  
the mortal with immortality.  
Confronting death, where treasures succumb to moth and rust,  
we look to the treasures that outlast us,  
which deserve reordering our lives,  
and hold us in love against all the blasts of doubt and selfish desire.  
Our tongues leave behind the quickened slurs of hatred and deceit  
to breathe in the Spirit, the source of peace,  
to treasure anew mercy, humility, patience, kindness, 
and bring us the growth that gives God praise. 
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Hymn                      Again we keep this solemn fast 
 

 
 
Call to Confession  
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

When the stories around us preach violence and revenge,  
pushing us to become fierce, angry, stubborn, 
blow the trumpet, God of rest,  
so we look deeper than questions of right and wrong,  
to discern what works best for healing, 
what restores that which feels lost and gone,  
what brings the peace beyond our understanding. 
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Sung Kyrie eleison 

 
 

When our eyes are always on a screen, 
rather than tending to what is around us, 
call us with an alarm that spares your people, 
God of life and death,  
so we become free to look out for our neighbors, 
ready to speak face to face with friends. 

 

Sung Kyrie eleison 
 

When busyness becomes the measure of our worth,  
sing to us, God, of peace on earth,  
with the quieting that leaves room for grace,  
and the serenity that gives space for your birth in our lives, 
renewing love and joy and hope in Jesus Christ. 

 

Sung Kyrie eleison 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Old Testament Reading  Joel 2:1-3, 12-17  
 

Blow the trumpet in Zion; 
   sound the alarm on my holy mountain! 
Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, 
   for the day of the Lord is coming, it is near—  
a day of darkness and gloom, 
   a day of clouds and thick darkness! 
Like blackness spread upon the mountains 
   a great and powerful army comes; 
their like has never been from of old, 
   nor will be again after them 
   in ages to come.  
 

Fire devours in front of them, 
   and behind them a flame burns. 
Before them the land is like the garden of Eden, 
   but after them a desolate wilderness, 
   and nothing escapes them.  
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Yet even now, says the Lord, 
   return to me with all your heart, 
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;  
   rend your hearts and not your clothing. 
Return to the Lord, your God, 
   for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 
   and relents from punishing.  
Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, 
   and leave a blessing behind him, 
a grain-offering and a drink-offering 
   for the Lord, your God?  
 

Blow the trumpet in Zion; 
   sanctify a fast; 
call a solemn assembly;  
   gather the people. 
Sanctify the congregation; 
   assemble the aged; 
gather the children, 
   even infants at the breast. 
Let the bridegroom leave his room, 
   and the bride her canopy.  
 

Between the vestibule and the altar 
   let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep. 
Let them say, ‘Spare your people, O Lord, 
   and do not make your heritage a mockery, 
   a byword among the nations. 
Why should it be said among the peoples, 
   “Where is their God?” ’ 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 51:1-17   
 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
in your great compassion blot out my offenses.  
Wash me through and through from my wickedness,    
and cleanse me from my sin.  
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Sung Kyrie eleison 
 

 
 

For I know my offenses,  
and my sin is ever before me.  
Against you, you alone, have I sinned,    
and done what is evil in your sight, 
so that you are justified in your sentence    
and blameless when you pass judgement.   
Indeed, I was born guilty,  
a sinner when my mother conceived me.  

You desire truth in the inward being;  
therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.  
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;    
wash me, and I shall be purer than snow.  

 

Sung Kyrie eleison 
 

Let me hear joy and gladness;    
let the bones that you have crushed rejoice.  
Hide your face from my sins,    
and blot out all my iniquities.   
Create in me a clean heart, O God,   
and put a new and right spirit within me.  
Do not cast me away from your presence,    
and do not take your holy spirit from me.  

 

Sung Kyrie eleison 
 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation,  
and sustain in me a willing spirit.  
Then I will teach transgressors your ways,    
and sinners will return to you.  
Deliver me from bloodshed, O God,   
O God of my salvation,    
and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance.  
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise.  
For you have no delight in sacrifice;    
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if I were to give a burnt-offering, you would not be pleased.  
The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit;    
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.  

 

Sung Kyrie eleison 
 

Epistle Reading  2 Cor 5:20b—6:10  
 

So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal 
through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 
For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of God.  

 

As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the 
grace of God in vain. For he says, ‘At an acceptable time I have 
listened to you, and on a day of salvation I have helped you.’ See, 
now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! We are 
putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found 
with our ministry, but as servants of God we have commended 
ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, 
hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, 
sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, 
holiness of spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of 
God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for 
the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are 
treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet are well 
known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not 
killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many 
rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything. 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Acclamation             O Love that wilt not let me go  verse 1 
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Gospel  Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
 

The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 6. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said:] ‘Beware of practicing your piety before others in order 
to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in 
heaven. ‘So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before 
you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that 
they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received 
their reward. But when you give alms, do not let your left hand 
know what your right hand is doing, so that your alms may be done 
in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.  

 

‘And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love 
to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that 
they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their 
reward. But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the 
door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who 
sees in secret will reward you.  

 

‘And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for 
they disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. 
Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But when you fast, 
put oil on your head and wash your face, so that your fasting may be 
seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you.  
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‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 
rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.’ 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Acclamation             O Love that wilt not let me go  verse 2 
 

 
 

Sermon  Andy Willis 
 

Acclamation             O Love that wilt not let me go  verse 3 
 

Prayer over the Ashes 
 

Imposition of Ashes 
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Hymn                       Dust and ashes touch our face 
 

 
 

Words of Grace 
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Apostles’ Creed  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father  
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

God in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

Passing of the Peace 
 

The peace of Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

Gathering of Gifts      Savior, when in dust to you   
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Offering          Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
 

 
 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

Preface 
 

Sanctus                   
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer   
 

Words of Institution  
  

  



 
 

 
 

12 

Remembering 
 

As we eat this bread together, Jesus re-creates, from the ashes of our 
lives, his body. As we drink this wine together, Jesus cleans away the 
dust, so we might be his blood poured out for others. 
We proclaim the mystery of our faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
 

The Lord’s Prayer In our many languages 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those who sin against us.   
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei                    Christ, the Lamb of God 
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Communion 
Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people are welcome and invited to his 
feast. From the tray take a light-colored cup if you wish to receive grape juice or a 

dark-colored one if you wish to receive wine. After being served, place your cup 
on the tray for used cups. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

 

Songs during Communion  
 

Da pacem Domine 
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What wondrous love is this 

 
 

Sending Forth 
 

Benediction    
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  

 

Announcements and Welcoming Visitors 
 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Looking Ahead to Lent – Exploring Sabbath Together 
In the Bible, rest is not just a suggestion or a good idea, something to squeeze 
in here and there if you can find a moment for it. In the Bible, rest is a 
command! But what does it mean to keep sabbath today? What sort of rest 
does this tradition offer? And what does it look like in our busy, over-
scheduled, 24/7 lives? We’ll be asking questions like these together throughout 
the season ahead. 
 
Join a Book Study this Lent – Sabbath Keeping 
Throughout the season of Lent (22 February - 5 April), groups will meet 
weekly to discuss the book Sabbath Keeping: Finding Freedom in the Rhythms of 
Rest by Lynne Baab. It's a wise and accessible book with lots of practical 
suggestions for individuals, families, and communities. Groups will meet at a 
variety of times (online and in-person if there’s interest); copies of the book are 
available from the church for Chf 10. Use the online signup form on our 
website or contact the church office to register. 
 
Visiting a Local Synagogue – 7 March 
On Tuesday 7 March, from 17h30 – 19h00, a group from our congregation will 
visit the synagogue of the Communauté Juive Libérale de Genève for a 
conversation with Rabbi François Garaï regarding their community’s 
observance of the sabbath today. The synagogue is located on Route de Chêne, 
near the International School, and all are welcome to attend. Please mark your 
calendar now if you’re interested—information about signing up will follow 
shortly. 
 
No Choir Rehearsal this Thursday 
Due to the school break, there will be no choir rehearsal this Thursday, 23 
February. Weekly rehearsals will resume on 2 March. 
 
Serving Weekly Coffee Hour 
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship each Sunday. 
Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups: 

26 February – Group A 5 March – Group B  
12 March – Group C 19 March – Group D 

 

If you can help on a week when your group is assigned, 
please let your group’s coordinator know.  
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Food Collection for Luzhany, Ukraine 
A friend of the congregation from Luzhany, a small town in southwestern 
Ukraine, is collecting food to be sent by van to his village this week. Thanks to 
all who have already brought food for the collection. Additional donations of 
groceries (non-perishable only) can be brought to the church until tomorrow. 
 
New Vacancy – Administrative Assistant for the ESC 
In January, Donna Phillips announced that she is resigning from her position 
as administrative assistant for the English-Speaking Congregation in order to 
pursue a new professional opportunity. She will continue in her role until the 
end of April, and she will go with our community’s deep gratitude for nearly 
ten years of outstanding service. 
 

We are now beginning the search for a new part-time administrative assistant, 
to begin work in mid-April. You’ll find the vacancy notice and information on 
applying here: 

https://genevalutheran.church/jobs 
 

Please share this information in your networks and encourage qualified 
persons to apply! Applications are being accepted until 12 March. 
 
A New Minister of Music for the ELCG –  
Applications Accepted through 28 February 

Regine Kummer, our longtime organist and interim music leader since the start 
of 2021, will retire in August 2023. We are now searching for a new minister of 
music to work with the two congregations of our church (English and German-
speaking). Candidates for the position should have a strong background in 
church music, ability to work in a diverse, multicultural environment, and 
professional fluency in German and English. Do you know someone who 
might be a good fit to lead music in our two congregations? Or do you know 
someone who might know someone? The vacancy notice and details on 
applying for the position are on our website: 
 

https://genevalutheran.church/music-minister-search/ 
 
Masks Now Optional in Worship 
At its meeting on 29 January, the Congregation Council voted unanimously in 
favor of making masks optional for all activities at the church, including 
worship, effective immediately. The congregation continues to follow the 
guidance of the cantonal health office, which still recommends the following 
"trio of good practices": 

• Hand hygiene (with soap and water or hydroalcoholic gel), 
• Regular ventilation, 
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• Wearing a mask when you consider it necessary (for example in 
crowded and poorly ventilated places and when you have symptoms). 

 

Please do use common sense. If you are not feeling well, please consider 
worshipping from home—the livestream remains a great way to connect to the 
service from afar. For those worshipping at the church, masks remain 
welcome, but they are no longer mandatory. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cover image: 
Luciunda Naylor, Icon Two 

 
 



 
 

 
 

18 

This Week’s Schedule:  
 

Sun, 26 Feb   10h00 Church school 
    11h00 Worship on the First Sunday in Lent 
 

Office hours this week:  
Tuesday, 9h00-17h00, Thursday, 9h00–17h00; Friday, noon–16h00 

  

 

Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and 
visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in 
cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars 
made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo 
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are payment slips at the back of the 
church if you would like to offer your support through our PostFinance or 
Credit Suisse accounts. Thank you very much! Bank details below: 
 

Credit Suisse 
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251) 
Account Number  226749-71 
Clearing Number  4835 
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0 
BIC/SWIFT  CRESCHZZ12A 

PostFinance 
The English-Speaking Congregation of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Geneva 
Account Number 12-9677-6 
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6 
BIC POFICHBEXXX 

 

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the 
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the 
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or 
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions 
you might have about our congregation. 
 

ELCG Connection Card 
 Name      
 Phone       
 Email       
 Comments        
       
 New to Geneva?  Y/N    Date   
 


