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THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

We are a congrega*on where music, liturgy, and prayer  
reflect the richness of the global church. 

We gather each week for worship that is both firmly rooted in the ancient 
forms and traditions of Christian liturgy and attuned to contemporary 

concerns. We encounter the good news of Jesus in scripture, in song, in the 
sacraments, and in the gathered community. The Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 

shapes our weekly worship, leading us to pray for and sing songs from 
different parts of the world.

Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

If you are worshipping with us for the first Gme or if 
you have been here before and would like to know more 
about our community, please fill out a connection card. 
You can scan this QR code to submit one online, or you 
can fill out the card on the back of the bulletin and place 
it in the offering basket or give it to one of the ushers. 

We are glad you are here—welcome!

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning: 
Preacher: Rev. Sarah Stephens
Musician: Terry MacArthur
Reader: Ana Villanueva
Prayers: Belinda Mziray
Altar care: Ana Villanueva
Assisting ministers: Martin Alilio, Elisabeth Benn, Penuel Kiondo Zanetti, 
Cristina Rendón
Ushers: Dave Lyon, Valerie Marinoni 
Offering counters: Christoph Benn, Penuel Kiondo Zanetti
Church school: André du Plessis, Pia Hannewald, Fulata Moyo, 
Chad Rimmer
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group D
Videography: Ray Woodcock

Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way 



and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at: 
https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/


Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89         

Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        
www.genevalutheran.ch 

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis   
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer

First Sunday after Epiphany + 8 January 2023
The Baptism of Christ

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Iran, Iraq, Syria

Guest preacher: Rev. Sarah Stephens
Guest music minister: Terry MacArthur

Prelude                     Christ our Lord to the Jordan came Terry MacArthur
Opus 28, Marcel Dupré

Welcome

Greeting

The river of grace does not run dry.
But carried in its stream we do not gasp for air
nor fear where it will lead,
but trust that we are being taken by the hand, 
buoyed up by God's delight, 
splashing us into life as if we were new-born giggling in the spray.
We rejoice together as those whom the Spirit has chosen, 
drawn closer and closer into the community of the living Christ, 
the baptized from every nation and tongue, 
praising the One who breaks the fearful hold of death
as we sing, Alleluia.



Hymn                    We know that Christ is raised
During the last verse the children are invited to gather around the font

Remembrance of Baptism Using Psalm 29

Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, 
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 

Ascribe to the Lord the glory of God’s name; 
worship the Lord in holy splendor. 

The voice of the Lord is over the waters; 
the God of glory thunders, the Lord, over mighty waters. 

The voice of the Lord is powerful; 
the voice of the Lord is full of majesty. 
The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; 
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 
God makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 
and Sirion like a young wild ox. 
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The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of fire. 
The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; 
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
The voice of the Lord causes the oaks to whirl, 

and strips the forest bare; 

and in God’s temple all say, "Glory!" 

The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; 
the Lord sits enthroned as ruler forever. 
May the Lord give strength to the people! 
May the Lord bless the people with peace!

Gloria

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.   
And also with you.
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Old Testament Reading   Isaiah 42:1-9 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold,
   my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my spirit upon him;
   he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
He will not cry or lift up his voice,
   or make it heard in the street; 
a bruised reed he will not break,
   and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
   he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
He will not grow faint or be crushed
   until he has established justice in the earth;
   and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 

Thus says God, the Lord,
   who created the heavens and stretched them out,
   who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
   and spirit to those who walk in it: 
I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness,
   I have taken you by the hand and kept you;
I have given you as a covenant to the people,
   a light to the nations, 
   to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
   from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
I am the Lord, that is my name;
   my glory I give to no other,
   nor my praise to idols. 
See, the former things have come to pass,
   and new things I now declare;
before they spring forth,

      I tell you of them.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Response                                 Chon rizad
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Epistle Reading   Acts 10:34-44

[Peter said]: ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in 
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable 
to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching 
peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 
and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who 
were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to 
all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by 
hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed 
him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 
He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the 
one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the 
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.’ 

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

 
Alleluia

Gospel Reading Matthew 3:13-17 

The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 3.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by 
him. John would have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by 
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you, and do you come to me?’ But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so 
now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.’ Then 
he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up 
from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw 
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a 
voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am 
well pleased.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Rev. Sarah Stephens

Hymn               O radiant Christ, incarnate Word
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father 
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.    Amen

Prayers of Intercession

God in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Passing of the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

Gathering of Gifts 

You, O my God, gifts of knowledge give to me

Offering of Gifts                Ay farzandane nur
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The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

Preface

Sanctus                                     Quduson
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Eucharistic Prayer  

Words of Institution 
 
Remembering

At this table we remember Christ, his life and teaching, 
his love without partiality, his saving presence. 
Bread becomes life; wine becomes healing 
because they become for us Christ's body and blood. 
We proclaim the mystery of our faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Prayer to the Holy Spirit

The Lord’s Prayer In our many languages

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
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now and forever. Amen.

Agnus Dei                             Ya hamalaLah

Communion
Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people are welcome and invited 

to his feast. From the tray take a light-colored cup if you wish to receive 
grape juice or a dark-colored one if you wish to receive wine. After being 
served, place your cup on the tray for used cups. Gluten-free wafers are 

available upon request.

Songs during communion           Gloria
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Un camino se arbre hacia la luz
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Wade in the water
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Sending Forth

Benediction

Announcements and Welcoming Visitors

Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Church School and Choir PracGce Resume this Week 
After a short break over the holidays, church school resumes today (10h00 each 
Sunday) and choir practice resumes on Thursday (19h30 every Thursday evening). 
Welcome to a new year!

Serving Weekly Coffee Hour 
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship in the church garden 
each Sunday. Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups:

15 January – Group E 22 January – Group A
29 January – Group B 5 February – Group C

If you can help on a week when your group is assigned,
please let your group’s coordinator know. 

A New Minister of Music for the ELCG – The Search Is On! 

Regine Kummer, our longtime organist and interim music leader since the start of 
2021, has announced that she will retire in August 2023. We are now beginning the 
search for a new minister of music to work with the two congregations of our 
church (English and German-speaking). Candidates for the position should have a 
strong background in church music, ability to work in a diverse, multicultural 
environment, and professional fluency in German and English. Do you know 
someone who might be a good fit to lead music in our two congregations? Or do 
you know someone who might know someone? The vacancy notice and details on 
applying for the position are on our website: 

https://genevalutheran.church/music-minister-search/
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Cover image:
Zelenka, Dave. Baptism of Christ, 

from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56385
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This Week’s Schedule:  

Thurs, 12 Jan 19h30 Choir practice
Sat, 14 Jan   9h30 Confirmation class
Sun, 15 Jan  10h00 Church school

11h00 Worship on the second Sunday after Epiphany

Office hours this week: 
Tuesday, 9h00-17h00, Thursday, 9h00–17h00; Friday, noon–16h00

 

Our church is enGrely self-supporGng. We count on our members and visitors 
to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in cash 
through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars made out to 
“Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo portion, please write 
GMG 0858. There are payment slips at the back of the church if you would like to 
offer your support through our PostFinance or Credit Suisse accounts. Thank you 
very much! Bank details below:

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the 
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church 
office.
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  
If you are a guest in our congregaGon this morning, please fill out the 
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor 
or one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any 
questions you might have about our congregation.

ELCG Connection Card
Name 
Phone 

Credit Suisse
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number  226749-71
Clearing Number  4835
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0
BIC/SWIFT  CRESCHZZ12A

PostFinance
The English-Speaking Congregation of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Geneva
Account Number 12-9677-6
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC POFICHBEXXX
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 Email
Comments  

New to Geneva?  Y/N Date 
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