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THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

We are a parish of many cultures and tradi4ons,  
with deep Lutheran roots and wide ecumenical branches. 

Geneva is a crossroads city and our doors are open to people from all over 
the world. About half of our members come from Presbyterian, Methodist, 
Baptist, Catholic, Anglican and other traditions, and half have Lutheran 

links. The Lutheran Church of Geneva was started by German expatriates in 
the 18th century, and the English-Speaking Congregation was formed in the 

1950s after the World Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation, 
World YWCA and United Nations agencies opened offices in Geneva.

Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

If you are worshipping with us for the first Gme or if 
you have been here before and would like to know more 
about our community, please fill out a connection card. 
You can scan this QR code to submit one online, or you 
can fill out the card on the back of the bulletin and place 
it in the offering basket or give it to one of the ushers. 

We are glad you are here—welcome!

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning: 
Reader: Bismark Sitorus
Prayers: Kiki Lawal
Altar care: Martin Alilio
Assisting ministers: Caetano de Chassey, Eva de Chassey, Clare Duran
Ushers: Caetano de Chassey, Eva de Chassey
Church school: Marc de Chassey, Nina Kiderlin, Fulata Moyo, 
Chad Rimmer
Offering counters: Penuel Kiondo Zanetti, Tom Taylor
Flowers: Filipa de Chassey
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group B
Videography: Ray Woodcock

Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way 



and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at: 
https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/


Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89         

Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        
www.genevalutheran.ch 

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis   
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany + 29 January 2023

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: 
Algeria, Libya, Morocco, Western Sahara, Tunisia

Prelude   Regine Kummer

Welcome

Greeting

Not many of us are of noble birth,
but we don't mind.
Class becomes unimportant and status irrelevant, 
when the meek inherit the earth. 

Not many of us are wise by human standards, 
but we do not come here for ten steps to success. 
We seek a purity of heart, 
blessed in following Christ, the wisdom of love. 

Not many of us are powerful, 
but we find power in Christ Jesus, and him crucified,
God in the flesh, reviled and persecuted,
God, in whose meekness we find strength,
God, whose mercy blesses the merciful and the children,
God, with whom we can walk humbly, doing justice, loving kindness.

We come in the company of the foolish 
shaming the so-called wise,
We are together with the weak,
shaming the strong.
We leave behind all claims to fame or importance,
to boast in Jesus Christ, our grace and glory.
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Hymn                       God of grace and God of glory

Call to Prayer

Prayer of Confession

God of grace, 
when worldly wisdom often makes the rich richer 
but leaves a world poor in soul, 
turn us to the wisdom of your cross, 
the self-giving that can make us whole. 
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God of glory, 
when worldly power says winning is everything 
and having more and more the precious goal, 
turn us to the power of your cross, 
on which your only Begotten was lifted high 
so the whole world might see your love.

God of courage,
when we are lost in haunting fears and selfish pride, 
turn us to the cross, to Christ crucified, 
the one blessing the poor,
the one raised up overcoming rejection and strife,
the wise one offering us life.

Kyrie eleison

Words of Grace

Doxology
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Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.   
And also with you.

Old Testament Reading Micah 6:1-8 

Hear what the Lord says: 
   Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
   and let the hills hear your voice.  
Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, 
   and you enduring foundations of the earth; 
for the Lord has a controversy with his people, 
   and he will contend with Israel. 
 

‘O my people, what have I done to you? 
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   In what have I wearied you? Answer me!  
For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 
   and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 
and I sent before you Moses, 
   Aaron, and Miriam.  
O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 
   what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
   that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.’ 
 

‘With what shall I come before the Lord, 
   and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, 
   with calves a year old?  
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
   with tens of thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
   the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?’  
He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
   and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
   and to walk humbly with your God? 

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 15

O Lord, who may abide in your tent? 
Who may dwell on your holy hill? 
Those who walk blamelessly, and do what is right, 
and speak the truth from their heart; 
who do not slander with their tongue, 
and do no evil to their friends, 
nor take up a reproach against their neighbors; 
in whose eyes the wicked are despised, 
but who honor those who fear the Lord; 
who stand by their oath even to their hurt; 
who do not lend money at interest, 
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and do not take a bribe against the innocent. 
Those who do these things shall never be moved.

Epistle Reading I Corinthians 1:18-31 

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is 
written, 
‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.’ 
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater 
of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For 
since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through 
wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to 
save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 
wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews 
and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews 
and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s 
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is 
stronger than human strength. 

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise 
by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble 
birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; 
God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose 
what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to 
nothing things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of 
God. He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us 
wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 
in order that, as it is written, ‘Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.’

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia
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Gospel Matthew 5:1-12

The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 5
Glory to you, O Lord.

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat 
down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught 
them, saying:
‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will 
be filled.
‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven.
‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Alleluia

Sermon Andy Willis

Hymn                           Blest are the poor in Spirit
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father 
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
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God in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Passing of the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

Gathering of Gifts                     Regine Kummer

Offering                             We give you thanks
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The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

Preface

Sanctus                                     Quduson

13



Eucharistic Prayer  

Words of Institution 
 
Remembering

At this table we bless the bread, and we see Christ's body.   
We bless the wine, and we share Christ's blood.    
We proclaim the mystery of our faith.
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.   Christ will come again.

Prayer to the Holy Spirit

The Lord’s Prayer      Music by Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky Choir
Sung in Old Church Slavonic

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. Amen.
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Agnus Dei                             Ya hamalaLah

Communion
Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people are welcome and invited 

to his feast. From the tray take a light-colored cup if you wish to receive 
grape juice or a dark-colored one if you wish to receive wine. After being 
served, place your cup on the tray for used cups. Gluten-free wafers are 

available upon request.

Songs during Communion     Eat this bread
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Beati
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Balaacoolwe

Sending Forth

Benediction

Announcements and Welcoming Visitors

Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

AJer Worship Today – Church School Teachers’ MeeGng 
Church school volunteers will be meeting after this morning’s worship service to 
begin planning for the season of Lent. Teachers and assistants, please plan to join.

We are looking for additional teachers and assistants for the coming season! 
Helping with church school is a wonderful opportunity to learn with and from our 
congregation’s children. The time commitment is very manageable—teaching or 
assisting 1-2 Sundays per month—and curriculum materials and training from 
existing teachers are provided. Contact Natalie or Chad Rimmer if you’re able to 
help, or join today’s meeting to learn more. 

Next Sunday, 5 February – Worship at 17h30 
On the first Sunday of each month, our congregation holds its worship service at 
17h30 instead of 11h00. So please remember that next Sunday, 5 February, worship 
will take place in the evening—we hope to see you there. Please also note that 
there is no church school this week.

Join a Ministry Team MeeGng – AJer Worship Next Sunday 
Our congregation has a number of ministry teams that help with various parts of 
our community’s life. This season many of these teams are meeting after our 
monthly Sunday evening service, with the hope that this schedule makes it easy for 
anyone to participate. Whether you’ve served with one of these groups in the past 
or not, you’re welcome and encouraged to join a meeting after worship next 
Sunday, 5 February.
• Worship team (gemeinderaum) – We’ll be planning for the season of Lent.
• Sharing team (top floor) – We’ll be talking about organizations and churches 

for our community to support financially in the coming season.
• Fellowship team (nursery) – We’ll be planning fellowship events for the 

winter.

Joining a ministry team meeting is a great way to contribute toward the life of the 
congregation—please consider attending!

Choir Rehearsal – Thursdays at 19h30 
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The choir of the English-Speaking Congregation is open to anyone—we practice 
each week on Thursdays at 19h30 and prepare music for the coming Sunday. You 
are free to come and sing whenever you are available—no experience necessary!
 
Serving Weekly Coffee Hour 
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship in the church garden 
each Sunday. Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups:

5 February – Group C 12 February – Group D
19 February – Group E 26 February – Group A

If you can help on a week when your group is assigned,
please let your group’s coordinator know. 

A New Minister of Music for the ELCG – The Search Is On! 

Regine Kummer, our longtime organist and interim music leader since the start of 
2021, has announced that she will retire in August 2023. We are now searching for 
a new minister of music to work with the two congregations of our church (English 
and German-speaking). Candidates for the position should have a strong 
background in church music, ability to work in a diverse, multicultural 
environment, and professional fluency in German and English. Do you know 
someone who might be a good fit to lead music in our two congregations? Or do 
you know someone who might know someone? The vacancy notice and details on 
applying for the position are on our website: 

https://genevalutheran.church/music-minister-search/
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Cover image:
James, Laura. Sermon on the Mount,

from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57891
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This Week’s Schedule:  

Thurs, 2 Feb 19h30 Choir practice
Sun, 5 Feb  17h30 Worship on the Fifth Sunday after Epiphany

Office hours this week: 
Tuesday, 9h00-17h00, Thursday, 9h00–17h00; Friday, noon–16h00

 

Our church is enGrely self-supporGng. We count on our members and visitors 
to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in cash 
through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars made out to 
“Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo portion, please write 
GMG 0858. There are payment slips at the back of the church if you would like to 
offer your support through our PostFinance or Credit Suisse accounts. Thank you 
very much! Bank details below:

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the 
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church 
office.
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

Credit Suisse
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number  226749-71
Clearing Number  4835
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0
BIC/SWIFT  CRESCHZZ12A

PostFinance
The English-Speaking Congregation of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Geneva
Account Number 12-9677-6
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC POFICHBEXXX
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If you are a guest in our congregaGon this morning, please fill out the 
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor 
or one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any 
questions you might have about our congregation.

ELCG Connection Card
Name 
Phone 
 Email
Comments  

New to Geneva?  Y/N Date 
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