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THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

We are followers of Jesus, seeking God’s jus6ce, peace, and grace 
in personal and common witness. 

Our hope each Sunday is to go out of God’s house with good courage into 
our diverse jobs and obligations—with family, civil society, government, 

business and education. We pray for the peace and well-being of all peoples. 
The Gospel calls us wherever we are to use our time and talents for others 

and for the common good.
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

If you are worshipping with us for the first Gme or if 
you have been here before and would like to know more 
about our community, please fill out a connection card. 
You can scan this QR code to submit one online, or you 
can fill out the card on the back of the bulletin and place 
it in the offering basket or give it to one of the ushers. 

We are glad you are here—welcome!

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning: 
Reader: Fulata Moyo
Prayers: Neema Kitasho
Altar care: Martin Alilio
Assisting ministers: Elisabeth Benn, Clare Duran, Bismark Sitorus, Maarten 
Wilbers
Ushers: Ngoni Hove, Fulata Moyo
Offering counters: Monika Herder, Njoroge Njuguna
Church school: André du Plessis, Pia Hannewald, Fulata Moyo, 
Grete Willis
Flowers: Jane Bang
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group E
Videography: Ray Woodcock

Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way 



and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at: 
https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/


Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89         

Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        
www.genevalutheran.ch 

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis   
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer

Second Sunday after Epiphany + 15 January 2023

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Yemen

Prelude   Regine Kummer

Welcome

Greeting

It is too light a thing that we merely love those close to us;
we worship the Christ, given as a light to the nations, 
through whom God loves the whole world.
It is too light a thing that we sing only here a song of praise;
the new song of the Lamb of God reaches to the end of the earth, 
taking away the sin of the world.
It is too light a thing that we simply try to be better;
in Christ we are called to be saints, 
in every way being enriched by Christ, 
in speech and knowledge of every kind,
not lacking in any spiritual gift.
We call on the name of the Lord, together,
in company with those of every time and place,
so the ancient words of hope resonate anew within us: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.



Hymn                      Eternal light, shine in my heart

Psalm 40:1-11

I waited patiently for the Lord; 
God inclined to me and heard my cry. 
God drew me up from the desolate pit, out of the miry bog, 
and set my feet upon a rock, making my steps secure. 
The Lord put a new song in my mouth, 
a song of praise to our God. 
Many will see and fear, 
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and put their trust in the Lord.
Happy are those who make the Lord their trust, 
who do not turn to the proud, to those who go astray after false gods. 
You have multiplied, O Lord my God, 

your wondrous deeds and your thoughts toward us; 
none can compare with you. 
Were I to proclaim and tell of them, 
they would be more than can be counted. 
Sacrifice and offering you do not desire, 
but you have given me an open ear. 
Burnt offering and sin offering you have not required. 
Then I said, "Here I am; 
In the scroll of the book it is written of me. 
I delight to do your will, O my God; 
your law is within my heart." 
I have told the glad news of deliverance in the great congregation; 
see, I have not restrained my lips, as you know, O Lord.
I have not hidden your saving help within my heart, 
I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation; 

I have not concealed your steadfast love 
and your faithfulness from the great congregation. 

Do not, O Lord, withhold your mercy from me; 
let your steadfast love and your faithfulness keep me safe forever.
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Litany

Doxology
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Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.   
And also with you.

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 49:1-7 

Listen to me, O coastlands,
   pay attention, you peoples from far away!
The Lord called me before I was born,
   while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. 
He made my mouth like a sharp sword,
   in the shadow of his hand he hid me;
he made me a polished arrow,
   in his quiver he hid me away. 
And he said to me, ‘You are my servant,
   Israel, in whom I will be glorified.’ 
But I said, ‘I have laboured in vain,
   I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity;
yet surely my cause is with the Lord,
   and my reward with my God.’ 
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And now the Lord says,
   who formed me in the womb to be his servant,
to bring Jacob back to him,
   and that Israel might be gathered to him,
for I am honoured in the sight of the Lord,
   and my God has become my strength— 
he says,
‘It is too light a thing that you should be my servant
   to raise up the tribes of Jacob
   and to restore the survivors of Israel;
I will give you as a light to the nations,
   that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.’ 

Thus says the Lord,
   the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One,
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations,
   the slave of rulers,
‘Kings shall see and stand up,
   princes, and they shall prostrate themselves,
because of the Lord, who is faithful,
   the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.’

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading 1 Corinthians 1:1-9

Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our 
brother Sosthenes, To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who 
are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those 
who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their 
Lord and ours: Grace to you and peace from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that 
has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been 
enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind — just as the 
testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you — so that you are 
not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the
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end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Acclamation                             Agnus Dei

Gospel Reading John 1:29-42 

The Gospel according to John, chapter 1.
Glory to you, O Lord.

The next day [John, the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and 
declared, ‘Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world! 

Acclamation                             Agnus Dei
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This is he of whom I said, “After me comes a man who ranks ahead of 
me because he was before me.” I myself did not know him; but I came 
baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.’ 
And John testified, ‘I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, 
and it remained on him. I myself did not know him, but the one who 
sent me to baptize with water said to me, “He on whom you see the 
Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” 
And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.’ 
The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as 
he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, ‘Look, here is the Lamb of 
God!’ 

Acclamation         Anakdomba Allah (Lamb of God)

The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. When 
Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, ‘What are you 
looking for?’ They said to him, ‘Rabbi’ (which translated means 
Teacher), ‘where are you staying?’ He said to them, ‘Come and see.’ 
They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him 
that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. One of the two who 
heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 
He first found his brother Simon and said to him, ‘We have found the 
Messiah’ (which is translated Anointed). He brought Simon to Jesus, 
who looked at him and said, ‘You are Simon son of John. You are to be 
called Cephas’ (which is translated Peter).

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to you, O Christ.
Acclamation                     Oi, Jumalan Karitsa

Sermon Andy Willis

Hymn                    Rise, O Sun of righteousness
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father 
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

God in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Passing of the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

Gathering of Gifts                     Agnus Dei  Choir
Orlando di Lasso
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Offering of Gifts                Ay farzandane nur

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
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Preface
Sanctus                                     Quduson
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Eucharistic Prayer  

Words of Institution 
 
Remembering

At this table we are invited to come and see Jesus.
We remember how he welcomes us and all people into his love.   This 
bread becomes for us Christ's body.   
This cup becomes his blood poured out.    
We proclaim the mystery of our faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Prayer to the Holy Spirit

The Lord’s Prayer In our many languages

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen.
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Agnus Dei                             Ya hamalaLah
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Communion
Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people are welcome and invited 

to his feast. From the tray take a light-colored cup if you wish to receive 
grape juice or a dark-colored one if you wish to receive wine. After being 
served, place your cup on the tray for used cups. Gluten-free wafers are 

available upon request.

Songs during communion    
O Lamb of God
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O Lamb of God
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Cordeiro de Deus
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Agnus Dei

21



Sending Forth

Benediction

Announcements and Welcoming Visitors

Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Church School – Sundays at 10h00  
Following a break for the holidays, church school is now back in session! We meet 
each Sunday morning from 10h until 10h45, in person on the top floor of the 
church (though we do not meet on the first Sunday of each month, when the 
worship service takes place in the evening). All kids from 3 years old to 
confirmation age are welcome to join.

Choir Rehearsal – Thursdays at 19h30 
The choir of the English-Speaking Congregation is open to anyone—we practice 
each week on Thursdays at 19h30 and prepare music for the coming Sunday. You 
are free to come and sing whenever you are available—no experience necessary!

Worship CommiRee MeeGng – Friday 20 January at 12h00 
The worship committee will meet this Friday, 20 January, at 12h at the church. 
We’ll be starting our planning for the season of Lent, which begins in late February 
this year. All are welcome to join.

Serving Weekly Coffee Hour 
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship in the church garden 
each Sunday. Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups:

22 January – Group A 29 January – Group B
5 February – Group C 12 February – Group D

If you can help on a week when your group is assigned,
please let your group’s coordinator know. 

A New Minister of Music for the ELCG – The Search Is On! 

Regine Kummer, our longtime organist and interim music leader since the start of 
2021, has announced that she will retire in August 2023. We are now searching for 
a new minister of music to work with the two congregations of our church (English 
and German-speaking). Candidates for the position should have a strong 
background in church music, ability to work in a diverse, multicultural 
environment, and professional fluency in German and English. Do you know 
someone who might be a good fit to lead music in our two congregations? Or do 
you know someone who might know someone? The vacancy notice and details on 
applying for the position are on our website: 
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https://genevalutheran.church/music-minister-search/
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This Week’s Schedule:  

Thurs, 19 Jan 19h30 Choir practice
Fri, 20 Jan 12h00 Worship committee meeting
Sun, 22 Jan  10h00 Church school

11h00 Worship on the Third Sunday after Epiphany

Office hours this week: 
Tuesday, 9h00-17h00, Thursday, 9h00–17h00; Friday, noon–16h00

 

Our church is enGrely self-supporGng. We count on our members and visitors 
to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in cash 
through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars made out to 
“Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo portion, please write 
GMG 0858. There are payment slips at the back of the church if you would like to 
offer your support through our PostFinance or Credit Suisse accounts. Thank you 
very much! Bank details below:

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the 
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church 
office.
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

Credit Suisse
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number  226749-71
Clearing Number  4835
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0
BIC/SWIFT  CRESCHZZ12A

PostFinance
The English-Speaking Congregation of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Geneva
Account Number 12-9677-6
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC POFICHBEXXX
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If you are a guest in our congregaGon this morning, please fill out the 
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor 
or one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any 
questions you might have about our congregation.

ELCG Connection Card
Name 
Phone 
 Email
Comments  

New to Geneva?  Y/N Date 
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