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THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

 
We are a home away-from-home, 

with people from different places becoming sisters and brothers in Christ. 
Our members come from 40 countries and six continents. Some are in Geneva for 
decades, others for only a few months. All help the parish to be a community of 
shared beliefs, experiences and concerns. Opportunities for fellowship, spiritual 
growth and recreation bring families, friends and acquaintances together. Such 

bonds are precious in a city of so many welcomes and farewells. 
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 

 
 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if 
you have been here before and would like to know 
more about our community, please fill out a 
connection card. You can scan this QR code to 
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on 
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering 
basket or give it to one of the ushers.  
 

We are glad you are here—welcome! 
 
Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:  
Readers: Shell Breidy, Clare Duran, Dirk, Noémi, and Simone Lange 
Prayer leader: Marc de Chassey 
Ushers: Caetano de Chassey, Kerstin Kollander 
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation 
Offering counters: Tom Taylor, Ray Woodcock 
Videography: Ray Woodcock 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way  

and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at:  
https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/ 

 



 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva 
English-Speaking Congregation 

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland 
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89          

Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        
www.genevalutheran.ch  

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer 

 
 

Christmas Eve + 24 December 2022 
 
 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle:  
People’s Republic of China, Hong Kong, Macau 

 
 
Carols while Entering   
 

Let our gladness have no end 
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That boy-child of Mary 
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O little town of Bethlehem 
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I am so glad each Christmas Eve 
 

 
 
Introit                       It came upon the midnight clear verse 1 
 

1. It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 
from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold: 

"Peace on the earth, good will to all,  
from heaven's all-gracious king."  

The world in solemn still-ness lay, to hear the angels sing. 
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Hymn                       It came upon the midnight clear    verses 2-4 
 

 
 

Greeting 
 

The rod of the oppressor will be broken,  
and peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling.  
The boots of the trampling warriors  
will be burned as fuel for the fire,  
and the whole world will send back the song the angels sing.  
Those who walk in darkness will see a great light,  
and angelic music floats over the weary world.  
Peace on the earth and good will to all, 
peace no longer treasuring might, 

 but training its sight on compassion and grace,  
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peace announcing a new reign of justice with space for the least,  
peace praising the wonderful Counselor, the mighty God,  
the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace,  
the child born for us, the son given to us,  
whose authority is love. 

 
Hymn                         Hark! The herald angels sing 
 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

The Lord be with you.    
And also with you. 

 

Old Testament Reading    Isaiah 9:2-7 
 

The people who walked in darkness  
   have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
   on them light has shined. 
You have multiplied the nation, 
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   you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
   as with joy at the harvest, 
   as people exult when dividing plunder.  
For the yoke of their burden, 
   and the bar across their shoulders, 
   the rod of their oppressor, 
   you have broken as on the day of Midian.  
For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
   and all the garments rolled in blood 
   shall be burned as fuel for the fire.  
For a child has been born for us, 
   a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
   and he is named 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
   Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
His authority shall grow continually, 
   and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
   He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
   from this time onwards and for evermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 96   
 

O sing to the Lord a new song;  
sing to the LORD, all the earth.  
Sing to the Lord, bless God’s name;  
tell of God’s salvation from day to day.  
Declare God’s glory among the nations,  
God’s marvelous works among all the peoples.  
For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;  
God is to be revered above all gods.  
For all the gods of the peoples are idols,  
but the LORD made the heavens.  
Honor and majesty are before God;  
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strength and beauty are in God’s sanctuary.  
Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples,  
Ascribe to the Lord 
Ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.  
Ascribe to the Lord 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name;  
bring an offering, and come into God’s courts. 
Ascribe to the Lord 
Worship the Lord in holy splendor;  
tremble before God, all the earth.  
Say among the nations, "The Lord rules!  
The world is firmly established; it shall never be moved.  
God will judge the peoples with equity."  
God will judge the peoples with equity 
Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice;  
let the sea roar, and all that fills it;  
let the field exult, and everything in it.  
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy before the Lord;  
all the trees of the forest sing for joy  
for God is coming,  
coming to judge the earth.  
God will judge the world with righteousness,  
and the peoples with truth.  

 

Hymn                                   Joy to the world 
 

1. Joy to the world the Lord is come! Let earth receive its King;  
let every heart prepare him room and heaven and nature sing,  

and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

2. Joy to the world the Savior reigns! Let us our songs employ,  
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains repeat the sounding joy,  

repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

3. He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove  
the glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love,  

and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 

Epistle Reading  Titus 2:11-14 
 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training 
us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age 
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to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we 
wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our 
great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us 
that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a 
people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.  

 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia     

 
 

Gospel  Luke 2:1-20     
 

The Gospel according to Luke, chapter 2. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. This was the first registration and was 
taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own 
towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth 
in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because 
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he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to 
be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 
expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to 
deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn. 

 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood 
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified.  

 

Carol                                         Hitsuji wa    verse 1  
We sing the first verse in English 
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But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing 
you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will 
be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 
lying in a manger.’  

 
Carol                                         Hitsuji wa    verse 2  

We sing the second verse in Japanese or English 
 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!’  
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Gloria     
 

 
 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing 
that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ So they 
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in 
the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been 
told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them. 
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The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon   Andy Willis 
 

Hymn                                     Love has come 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father and 
he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Gathering of Gifts                  Iesu Kaminomiko  Choir 
Words and music by Tomoko Masur 

 

Jesus is born in a manger and the angels sing. Jesus is the Son of God. 
Shepherds come and give honor, looking at the star. Jesus is the Son of God. 

 

Presentation of the Gifts   In the bleak midwinter   
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Gracious God, giving God, you did not keep to yourself,  
but opened yourself fully to our sorrows, our delights.  
In wonder that you would dare to become as vulnerable, as needy, 
as small as an infant in a manger,  
we raise our thanks and praise to you. 

 

For all those who worship you this night,  
for the birds in the forest and the sheep in the yard,  
for the shepherds of our world,  
who are often considered unimportant or even unworthy,  
but remain open to your surprise,  
for the mothers and fathers  
who struggle against the odds to care not only for their children  
but for others nearby 
we raise our thanks and praise to you. 

 

For the angels who sing peace and tell us not to fear,  
who awaken hopes and dreams for a world of justice and dignity,  
in which each child is wrapped in the bands of love  
and given homage worthy of bearing your image,  
even if they are cradled in the straw, 
we raise our thanks and praise to you. 
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What we can we give you, God of life:  
more than just hearts.  
We give you our minds  
that we might learn love.  
We give you our feet and hands  
that love might serve.  
We give you costly gifts  
that reveal how our lives are not our own, but yours,  
running over with blessings shared, 
as we care for one another and your world, 
thanks and praise incarnate in us, kneeling with common shepherds, 
in awe of your love in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Hymn                                      Shengye ging 
 

 
 

The Peace 
 

The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
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The Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
in our many languages 

 

Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those who sin against us.   
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Carols Accompanying our Prayers   
 

O little town of Bethlehem 
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Away in a manger 

 
                                                 

                                                 Silent night verses 1-2 
in our many languages 

 

1. Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant so tender and mild. 

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

2. Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight, 
glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia; 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 
 

  



 
 

 
 

19 

Benediction 
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Carol                                       Silent night verse 3 
 

3. Silent night, holy night, Child of God, love's pure light, 
radiant beams from your holy face bring the dawn of redeeming grace; 

Jesus Christ at your birth, Jesus Christ as your birth. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Worship on Christmas Day 
Our celebration of Christmas continues tomorrow, with a Christmas Day 
worship at 11h00. All are welcome. 
 

Worship Next Sunday, January 1 at 11h00 
While our worship service normally moves to the evening on the first Sunday 
of each month, next Sunday is an exception! Our worship service on 1 January 
will take place at 11h00. This will be a time to sing carols, reflect on the year 
that has past, and welcome the year to come. 
 

Memorial Service for Quitty Menezes – 27 December at 15h30 
On Tuesday, 13 December, Quitty (also known to many of us as "Kitty") died 
peacefully at her nursing home in Geneva. A memorial service will take place 
at our church on Tuesday, 27 December at 15h30, followed by a reception. 
 

No Choir Rehearsal this Week 
There will be no choir rehearsal this week or next. Rehearsals will resume on 
Thursday, 12 January at 19h30. 
 

January Soup Kitchen 
Our congregation will be serving at the Soup Kitchen Saturday, 7 January. It 
takes place from 9h00 until about 13h00 at Le Jardin de Montbrillant (Rue de 
Montbrillant 3) just behind Geneva Cornavin train station. All are welcome to 
come and help serve. The sign up sheet is available after church 
announcements. Contact Corin Jorgenson (corinjorgenson@gmail.com) or 
Elisabeth Benn (chriselis_benn@bluewin.ch) for more information. 
 

Recipes from Valerie’s Kitchen 
For Christmas, some of Valerie's recipes are available. Just send her an email at  
valeriemarinoni@hotmail.com. She will happily bring them to church—no 
cost involved. Just ask!  
 

An Update on Giving 
Those who attended the congregational assembly on 11 December heard that 
our congregation’s giving over the past months has been strong. While we were 
quite far behind for much of the year, September, October, and November 
have helped us catch up. We are nearing our goal of fully funding our year of 
ministry, but we’re not there yet. As of 30 November, our total regular giving 
was Chf 289,911. Our budget this year is Chf 320,817, which means we need 
just under Chf 31,000 in December. This is a reasonable goal, but it will take lots 
of us pitching in to meet it. 
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Please remember the congregation in your giving this month, and if you’re in a 
position to make an additional gift by the end of the year, please consider 
doing so. Thank you for your generosity and for the many ways you support 
our community. 
 

For those giving by PayPal: please be sure to make your contribution by 28 December, 
as it takes some days for payments made in this way to reach the church’s account. 
 

A New Minister of Music for the ELCG – The Search Is On! 

Regine Kummer, our longtime organist and interim music leader since the start 
of 2021, has announced that she will retire in August 2023. We are now in the 
midst of the search for a new minister of music to work with the two 
congregations of our church (English and German-speaking). Candidates for 
the position should have a strong background in church music, ability to work 
in a diverse, multicultural environment, and professional fluency in German 
and English. Do you know someone who might be a good fit to lead music in 
our two congregations? Or do you know someone who might know someone? 
The vacancy notice and details on applying for the position are on our website: 
 

https://genevalutheran.church/music-minister-search/ 
 

Serving Weekly Coffee Hour 
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship in the church 
garden each Sunday. Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups: 

1 January – Group C 8 January – Group D  
15 January – Group E 22 January – Group A 

 

If you can help on a week when your group is assigned, 
please let your group’s coordinator know.  

 

Administrative Assistant on Vacation 
Donna Phillips will be on vacation until 5 January. The office will be closed 
during this time, but emails and phone messages will be checked regularly. For 
any urgent matters, please contact Pastor Andy directly at 079 544 70 12. 
 
 

Cover image: 
Nativity scene,  

Chapel in the Monastery of the Society of the Sisters of Our Lady Zagreb, Croatia 
iStock / Zvonimir Atleti 
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This Week’s Schedule:  
 

Sunday, 25 Dec   11h00 Worship on Christmas Day 
Tuesday, 27 Dec 15h30 Memorial service for Quitty Menezes 
 

  

 
Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and 
visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in 
cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars 
made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo 
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are payment slips at the back of the 
church if you would like to offer your support through our PostFinance or 
Credit Suisse accounts. Thank you very much! Bank details below: 
 

Credit Suisse 
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251) 
Account Number  226749-71 
Clearing Number  4835 
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0 
BIC/SWIFT  CRESCHZZ12A 

PostFinance 
The English-Speaking Congregation of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Geneva 
Account Number 12-9677-6 
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6 
BIC POFICHBEXXX 

 

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the 
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the 
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or 
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions 
you might have about our congregation. 
 

ELCG Connection Card 
 Name      
 Phone       
 Email       
 Comments        
       
 New to Geneva?  Y/N    Date   
 


