
 
 
 
 

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF GENEVA 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION 
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 17H30 

4 DECEMBER  2022  



THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

 
We are church with open arms,  

where each person is welcome in God’s all-inclusive love. 
Jesus shared God’s gracious love with all people, and we seek to follow this 
example. People of any economic status, marital or family situation, sexual 

orientation, gender identity, or ability are welcome to full participation in our 
congregation. We honor the unique gifts of each. 

Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 
 
 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if 
you have been here before and would like to know 
more about our community, please fill out a 
connection card. You can scan this QR code to 
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on 
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering 
basket or give it to one of the ushers.  
 

We are glad you are here—welcome! 
 
Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this evening:  
Reader: Nyambura Njoroge 
Prayer leader: Ana Villanueva 
Altar care: Penuel Kiondo-Zanetti 
Assisting ministers: Eisabeth Benn, Maureen Gumbe, Kieran O’Dowd 
Ushers: Mee Ji, Kerstin Kollander 
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation 
Offering counters: Christoph Benn, Njoroge Njuguna 
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group D 
Videography: Ray Woodcock 
 
 

 
Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way  

and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at:  
https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/ 
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Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva 
English-Speaking Congregation 

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland 
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89          

Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        
www.genevalutheran.ch  

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer 

 
 

Second Sunday of Advent + 4 December 2022, 17h30 
 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Myanmar, Thailand 
 
 
Songs to Settle into Peace   

Donna nobis pacem 
 

 
 

Da pacem Domine 
 

 
 

Entrance of the Light 
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Hymn                        O come, O come, Emmanuel 
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Peace is wisdom and understanding,  
slowly making their way toward that which does not hurt and destroy. 
Peace includes welcoming one another  
just as Christ welcomes us for the glory of God. 
Peace means living in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
Peace is like the tender twig reaching for its place in the light, 
drawing nourishment from the roots long hidden from sight. 

 

Kyrie eleison                       Lord, have mercy 
 

 
 

Prayer  
 

God of the lamb and the lion, 
when we become locked in competition and fear of others, 
green in us the shoots of cooperation  
so we learn harmony instead of conflict. 

 

When we settle into an unjust stability,  
ignoring how our security unbalances others, 
green in us the shoots of compassion that values the necessities of others. 

 

For the vengeance and violence that keep on rising in us,  
for the hatred and the hostility,  
for the pride that insists we are better than those we do not like, 
forgive us. 
Green in us the shoots of love  
so we might bear fruit worthy of repentance. 

 

Kyrie eleison                       Lord, have mercy 
 

Words of Grace 
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Song of Praise                             Lajahle 
The choir will sing first and the congregation join the second time 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

The Lord be with you.    
And also with you. 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 11:1-10 
 

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, 
 and a branch shall grow out of his roots.  
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,  

the spirit of wisdom and understanding,  
the spirit of counsel and might,  
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.   

His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.  
 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see,  
 or decide by what his ears hear;  
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,  
 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;  
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,  
 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.  
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
   and faithfulness the belt around his loins.  
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The wolf shall live with the lamb,  
 the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
 and a little child shall lead them.  
The cow and the bear shall graze,  

their young shall lie down together; 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
 and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.  
They will not hurt or destroy  
 on all my holy mountain; 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
   as the waters cover the sea. 

 

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; 
the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Sung Response          O come, O come, Emmanuel 
 

 
 

Epistle Reading  Romans 15:4-7, 13 
 

For whatever was written in former days was written for our 
instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the 
scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and 
encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in 
accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one 
voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
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Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, 
for the glory of God.   

 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so 
that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia 

 
 

Gospel Reading Matthew 3:1-12 
 

The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 3. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 
This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,  
 

‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:  
“Prepare the way of the Lord,  
make his paths straight.” ’  
 

Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around 
his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people 
of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region 
along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins.  

 

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 
baptism, he said to them, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to 
flee from the wrath to come?  Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do 
not presume to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our 
ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up 
children to Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the root of the 
trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down 
and thrown into the fire.  
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‘I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his 
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  His 
winnowing-fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing-floor 
and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire.’ 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Alleluia     
 

Sermon  Andy Willis 
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Hymn                        Now is the time approaching 
 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father and 
he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

God in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

Sung Response                   Lei cung kan Boi    
 

First time refrain and verse 1.  Second time, verse 2.   Third time, verse 3 
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Passing the Peace 
 

The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

Gathering of Gifts             Dona nobis pacem 
English, Shirley Erena Murray: Aoteroa/New Zealand.   

Music, I-to Loh, Taiwan,  Swee Hong Lim, Singapore/Canada 
 

Dona nobis pacem. Dona nobis pacem.  
1. Peace that no word or secret can tell, peace deeply sure that all will be well.   

2.Peace that knows gifting, letting things go,  
peace that accepts when healing is slow, pacem.  

3. Peace from the living waters of faith, blessing our life, anointing our death. . 
4. Crowded and clouded, such are our days,  
peace is our prayer, our purpose, our praise.  

 

Offertory                              In the beginning 
The choir sings one time and then the people. 
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The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

 
 

Preface 
 

Sanctus                             Kudus, kudus, kudus 
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Eucharistic Prayer   
 

Words of Institution  
  

Remembering 
 

At this table we find Christ's peace. 
Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
Eating together we remember that we belong to Christ,  
Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
This meal makes us one. 
Come, Lord Jesus, come. 

 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
 

The Lord’s Prayer In our many languages 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  
 your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.   
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei                    Anakdomba Allah 
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Communion 
Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people are welcome and invited to his 

feast. As places become free, come to the table. You will first receive the bread. 
Then, you will be offered a cup: light-colored indicates you would like to receive 

grape juice, and dark-colored indicates wine. Place your used cup on the tray 
which someone will bring, and then return to your seat. Gluten-free wafers are 

available upon request. 
 

Songs during Communion      Ososo 
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Dona la pace Signore 
 

 
 

Comfort, comfort, now my people 
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Sending Prayer 
 

Benediction                  May the love of the Lord 
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Announcements and Welcoming Visitors 
 

Dismissal 
 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.    
 Thanks be to God. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Congregational Assembly – Sunday 11 December 
Our annual year-end assembly will take place in person following worship on 
Sunday 11 December. We have a simple but important agenda, including 
voting on a budget for 2023 and appointing a new nominating committee.  
  

Assembly materials were sent to all members by email this past week. If you 
did not receive the message or would like a hard copy of the assembly reports 
sent by post, please contact the church office. For those unable to attend in 
person, it will be possible to attend via Zoom - a link will be sent out this 
coming week. Members, please plan to attend—your voice is important, and 
we need at least 50 members for a quorum. 
 
Weekly Advent Devotions 
This Advent, our congregation is offering a weekly video devotion, a brief 
meditation around scripture and an image. Judy Davis is preparing the series—
here's how she describes it: “Our Advent Devotional series focuses on the 
Magnificat, Mary’s song of praise, as found in the first chapter of Luke’s 
gospel. Through this 4-week series, we will be engaging in the ancient practice 
of Visio Divina (or ‘divine seeing’), using sacred images to guide our reflections 
and prayerful response to God’s presence.” The first week’s devotion is on our 
website now—a new one will be added weekly throughout Advent: 
 

https://genevalutheran.church/advent-devotionals/ 
 
Join a Ministry Team Meeting – After Worship this Evening 
Our congregation has a number of ministry teams that help with various parts 
of our community’s life. This season many of these teams are meeting after our 
monthly Sunday evening service, with the hope that this schedule makes it 
easy for anyone to participate. Whether you’ve served with one of these groups 
in the past or not, you’re welcome and encouraged to join a ministry team 
meeting this evening. 
• Worship team (gemeinderaum) – We’ll be working on details for upcoming 

Advent and Christmas worship services. 
• Fellowship team (nursery) – We’ll be planning fellowship events for the 

winter and discussing new possibilities for our neighborhood groups. 
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Offering Our Gifts for 2023 
If you haven’t yet offered your estimate of giving for 2023, please do so now! 
There are two ways to complete your giving forms this year: you can complete 
the forms online, or you can complete paper forms and return them to the 
church by post or email. Forms and information are all on our website: 
 

https://genevalutheran.church/giving-for-2023/ 
 

Thank you for your part in our ministry together! 
 
Serving Weekly Coffee Hour 
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship in the church 
garden each Sunday. Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups: 

11 December – Group E 18 December – Group A  
25 December – Group B 1 January – Group C 

 

If you can help on a week when your group is assigned, 
please let your group’s coordinator know.  

 
A New Minister of Music for the ELCG – The Search Is On! 

Regine Kummer, our longtime organist and interim music leader since the start 
of 2021, has announced that she will retire in August 2023. We are now 
beginning the search for a new minister of music to work with the two 
congregations of our church (English and German-speaking). Candidates for 
the position should have a strong background in church music, ability to work 
in a diverse, multicultural environment, and professional fluency in German 
and English. Do you know someone who might be a good fit to lead music in 
our two congregations? Or do you know someone who might know someone? 
The vacancy notice and details on applying for the position are on our website: 
  

https://genevalutheran.church/music-minister-search/ 
 

Please share this information widely! Applications are being accepted through 15 
February. 
 
 
 
 

Cover image: 
 Photo by Ana Villanueva 
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This Week’s Schedule:  
 

Thursday, 8 Dec 19h30 Choir rehearsal 
Saturday, 10 Dec   9h30 Confirmation class 
Sunday, 11 Dec   11h00 Worship on Third Sunday of Advent  
     12h30 Congregational Assembly 
 

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 9h00–17h00; Fridays noon–16h00 
  

 
Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and 
visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in 
cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars 
made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo 
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are payment slips at the back of the 
church if you would like to offer your support through our PostFinance or 
Credit Suisse accounts. Thank you very much! Bank details below: 
 

Credit Suisse 
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251) 
Account Number  226749-71 
Clearing Number  4835 
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0 
BIC/SWIFT  CRESCHZZ12A 

PostFinance 
The English-Speaking Congregation of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Geneva 
Account Number 12-9677-6 
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6 
BIC POFICHBEXXX 

 

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the 
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the 
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or 
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions 
you might have about our congregation. 
 

ELCG Connection Card 
 Name      
 Phone       
 Email       
 Comments        
       
 New to Geneva?  Y/N    Date   
 


