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ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION 
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00 

18 DECEMBER  2022  



THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

 
We are a parish of many cultures and traditions,  

with deep Lutheran roots and wide ecumenical branches. 
Geneva is a crossroads city and our doors are open to people from all over the 

world. About half of our members come from Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist, 
Catholic, Anglican and other traditions, and half have Lutheran links. The 
Lutheran Church of Geneva was started by German expatriates in the 18th 

century, and the English-Speaking Congregation was formed in the 1950s after 
the World Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation, World YWCA and 

United Nations agencies opened offices in Geneva. 
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 

 
 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if 
you have been here before and would like to know 
more about our community, please fill out a 
connection card. You can scan this QR code to 
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on 
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering 
basket or give it to one of the ushers.  
 

We are glad you are here—welcome! 
 
Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:  
Reader: Nina Kiderlin 
Prayer leader: Dirk Lange 
Altar care: Mee Ji 
Assisting ministers: Elisabeth Benn, Jonathan Frerichs, Kiki Lawal 
Ushers: Ana Villanueva, Hiromi Yano 
Church school: Ashley Bunting Seeber, Pia Hannewald, Nina Kiderlin, 
Fulata Moyo 
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation 
Offering counters: Monika Herder, Penuel Kiondo Zanetti 
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group A 
Videography: Ray Woodcock 

 
Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way  

and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at:  
https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/ 

 



 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva 
English-Speaking Congregation 

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland 
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89          

Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        
www.genevalutheran.ch  

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer 

 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent + 18 December 2022, 11h00 
 
 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle:  
People’s Republic of China, Hong Kong, Macau 

 
 
Welcome 
 

Prelude                           Choir 
Hosianna dem Sohne David  

Georg Philip Telemann 
 

Hosianna dem Sohne David! 
Gelobet sei, der da kommt indem Namen des Herrn, 

Hosianna in der Höhe. 
 

O hosanna, thou Son of David! 
O blest is he who is come in the name of the Lord. 

Sing hosanna, sing hosanna in the highest. 
 

Greeting 
 

The fire of peace: 
swords are melted down to be remolded into plowshares. 
The promise of peace: 
from a barren stump, new shoots of green unfold. 
The rhythm of peace: 
strange streams suddenly flow in the desert, washing us new. 
The face of peace: 
an infant raises its voice as it greets the world. 
We gather to prepare for peace, 
more surprise than accomplishment, 
more gift than reward, 
to celebrate the coming of Emmanuel, God with us.  
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Prayer for Peace                           Ososŏ 
 

 
 

Call to Confession 
 

Prayer of Confession using Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
 

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,  
you who lead Joseph like a flock!  
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim,  
shine forth before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh.  
Stir up your might, and come to save us!  
Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved.  

 

Restore in us love, gracious God, 
Restore in us compassion for those around us,  
     for those we don't understand. 
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Restore in us the wonder of your grace and mercy  
by which we might learn to be gracious and merciful. 
Restore us so we might be faithful witnesses to your good news 
that all people are made in your image, deserving of our care. 

 

Kyrie eleison 

 
 

O God of hosts, how long will you be angry  
with your people's prayers?  
You have fed them with the bread of tears,  
and given them tears to drink in full measure.  
You make us the scorn of our neighbors;  
our enemies laugh among themselves.  
Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved.  

 

Let your face shine on us, God whose tears flow in full measure. 
Forgive us when we scorn those we don't like, 
when we laugh at those whose difference makes us uncomfortable, 
when we ignore the tears that never dry. 
Heal us when we feel small, unworthy, discounted. 
Let your face shine in us, God,  
so our lives breathe peace  
and our faces radiate the smiles that offer peace to others. 

 

Kyrie eleison 
 

But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand,  
the one whom you made strong for yourself.  
Then we will never turn back from you;  
give us life, and we will call on your name.  
Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved.  

 

From sin and death save us, Deliverer, Redeemer, Sustainer. 
Forgive us when we forsake your name and take our trust elsewhere, 
relying on the powers by which the world around us stakes its claim, 
denying your path that leads to life,  
and your love that rises when all around is fear, 
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that we may be saved.  
Let your face shine so we become whole and wholly yours. 
Restore us. 

 

Kyrie eleison 
 

Words of Grace 
 

Song of Praise           Let us with a gladsome mind 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
The Lord be with you.    
And also with you. 

 

Pageant 
 

Sung Response         O Come, O come, Emmanuel 
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Sung Response   The angel Gabriel from heaven came verse 1 
Later verses 2 and 3 

 

 
 
Sung Response            How far is it to Bethlehem   verse 1 

 

 
 

Sung Response                   Away in a manger    
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Sung Response             Do you hear what I hear? 
 

 
  

Sung Response                              Gloria 
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Sung Response            How far is it to Bethlehem   verse 2 
 

Sung Response         Angels we have heard on high 
 

 
 

Gospel Reading Matthew 1:18-25 
 

The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 1. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived 
together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her 
husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her 
to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he 
had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save 
his people from their sins.’ All this took place to fulfill what had 
been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:  

‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,  
and they shall name him Emmanuel,’  

which means, ‘God is with us.’ When Joseph awoke from sleep, he 
did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his 
wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; 
and he named him Jesus. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon   Andy Willis 
 

Hymn                         Joseph dearest, Joseph mine 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father and 
he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

God in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

Gathering of Gifts                Friede sei mit dir Choir 
German by Hanne Köhler.   Music by Burkhard Jungcurt, Germany 

 

May God's peace be with you. Peace, Salam.  
and may God's peace shine upon you to give you strength, widen your sight. 
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Offertory                            What child is this? 

 
 

 
 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

 
 

Preface 
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Sanctus                  Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts 
 

 
 

Eucharistic Prayer   
 

Words of Institution  
  

Remembering 
 

At this table we find Christ's peace. 
Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
Eating together we remember that we belong to Christ. 
Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
This meal makes us one. 
Come, Lord Jesus, come. 

 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
 

The Lord’s Prayer In our many languages 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.   
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
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For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei 

 

                   
 
Communion 

Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people are welcome and invited to his feast. 
As places become free, come to the table. You will first receive the bread. Then, you will 
be offered a cup: light-colored indicates you would like to receive grape juice, and dark-
colored indicates wine. Place your used cup on the tray which someone will bring, and 

then return to your seat. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
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Songs during Communion   
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel 
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Peace is the way 

 
 

Lo, how a rose e'er blooming 
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Sending Forth 
 

Benediction 
 

Announcements and Welcoming Visitors 
 

Passing the Peace 
 

The peace of Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

Carol                                     Joy to the world 
 

Joy to the world! the Lord is come; let earth its praises bring. 
Let every heart prepare Christ room and heaven and nature sing. 

 
Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns!  Let all their songs employ; 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy. 
 

Christ rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 
the glories of God’s righteousness and wonders of God’s love. 

 
 

 

 

Christmas Worship Services 
 

Saturday, 24 December 
Christmas Eve candlelight service 

17h00 
 

Sunday, 25 December 
Christmas Day worship, 11h00 with communion 

 
All are welcome 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
This evening – Caroling with the German-Speaking Congregation 
At 17h00 today there will be a time to sing carols together with the German-
Speaking congregation. We plan to sing outside n the church garden, for one 
another and whoever may be passing by. All are welcome—bring a friend! 
 
Christmas Caroling 
Have accordion; will carol. Terry MacArthur is ready to do some impromptu 
carolling. You are invited to join. We sing for others the good news of 
Christmas. The following time is in the works: 

• 20 December, Tuesday at 14h30-15h00, Place de Marche, Nyon. We 
will be singing with Ginny Rodgers and friends under the arcades.   

 
If you think of other possibilities or people we might sing for, feel free to 
contact Terry directly: tmacarthur@bluewin.ch. 
 
Weekly Advent Devotions 
This Advent, our congregation is offering a weekly video devotion, a brief 
meditation around scripture and an image. Judy Davis is preparing the series—
here's how she describes it: “Our Advent Devotional series focuses on the 
Magnificat, Mary’s song of praise, as found in the first chapter of Luke’s 
gospel. Through this 4-week series, we will be engaging in the ancient practice 
of Visio Divina (or ‘divine seeing’), using sacred images to guide our reflections 
and prayerful response to God’s presence.” Previous weeks’ devotions are on 
our website now—the final one will be added during the coming week: 
 

https://genevalutheran.church/advent-devotionals/ 
 
A New Minister of Music for the ELCG – The Search Is On! 

Regine Kummer, our longtime organist and interim music leader since the start 
of 2021, has announced that she will retire in August 2023. We are now 
beginning the search for a new minister of music to work with the two 
congregations of our church (English and German-speaking). Candidates for 
the position should have a strong background in church music, ability to work 
in a diverse, multicultural environment, and professional fluency in German 
and English. Do you know someone who might be a good fit to lead music in 
our two congregations? Or do you know someone who might know someone? 
The vacancy notice and details on applying for the position are on our website: 
 

https://genevalutheran.church/music-minister-search/ 
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An Update on Giving 
Those who attended the congregational assembly on 11 December heard that 
our congregation’s giving over the past months has been strong. While we were 
quite far behind for much of the year, September, October, and November 
have helped us catch up. We are nearing our goal of fully funding our year of 
ministry, but we’re not there yet. As of 30 November, our total regular giving 
was Chf 289,911. Our budget this year is Chf 320,817, which means we need 
just under Chf 31,000 in December. This is a reasonable goal, but it will take lots 
of us pitching in to meet it. 
  

Please remember the congregation in your giving this month, and if you’re in a 
position to make an additional gift by the end of the year, please consider 
doing so. Thank you for your generosity and for the many ways you support 
our community. 
 
Serving Weekly Coffee Hour 
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship in the church 
garden each Sunday. Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups: 

25 December – Group B 1 January – Group C  
8 January – Group D 15 January – Group E 

 

If you can help on a week when your group is assigned, 
please let your group’s coordinator know.  

 

Memorial Service for Roma Kübel – Thursday 22 December, 14h 
Roma Kübel, a member of the congregation for many years, died on 11 
December. Her memorial service will take place at the church on Thursday 22 
December at 14h00. All are welcome to attend. 
 
January Soup Kitchen 
Our congregation will be serving at the Soup Kitchen Saturday, 7 January. It 
takes place from 9h00 until about 13h00 at Le Jardin de Montbrillant (Rue de 
Montbrillant 3) just behind Geneva Cornavin train station. All are welcome to 
come and help serve. The sign up sheet is available after church 
announcements. Contact Corin Jorgenson (corinjorgenson@gmail.com) or 
Elisabeth Benn (chriselis_benn@bluewin.ch) for more information. 

 
Cover image: 

Photo by Klemen Vrankar on Unsplash 
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This Week’s Schedule:  
 

Thursday, 22 Dec 14h00 Memorial service for Roma Kübel 
     19h30 Choir rehearsal 
Saturday, 24 Dec 17h00 Worship on Christmas Eve  
Sunday, 25 Dec   11h00 Worship on Christmas Day 
 
 

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 9h00–17h00; Fridays noon–16h00 
  

 
Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and 
visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in 
cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars 
made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo 
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are payment slips at the back of the 
church if you would like to offer your support through our PostFinance or 
Credit Suisse accounts. Thank you very much! Bank details below: 
 

Credit Suisse 
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251) 
Account Number  226749-71 
Clearing Number  4835 
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0 
BIC/SWIFT  CRESCHZZ12A 

PostFinance 
The English-Speaking Congregation of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Geneva 
Account Number 12-9677-6 
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6 
BIC POFICHBEXXX 

 

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the 
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the 
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or 
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions 
you might have about our congregation. 
 

ELCG Connection Card 
 Name      
 Phone       
 Email       
 Comments        
       
 New to Geneva?  Y/N    Date   
 


