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THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

We are a home away-from-home, 
with people from different places becoming sisters and brothers in Christ. 

Our members come from 40 countries and six continents. Some are in 
Geneva for decades, others for only a few months. All help the parish to be a 

community of shared beliefs, experiences and concerns. Opportunities for 
fellowship, spiritual growth and recreation bring families, friends and 
acquaintances together. Such bonds are precious in a city of so many 

welcomes and farewells.
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

If you are worshipping with us for the first Gme or if 
you have been here before and would like to know more 
about our community, please fill out a connection card. 
You can scan this QR code to submit one online, or you 
can fill out the card on the back of the bulletin and place 
it in the offering basket or give it to one of the ushers. 

We are glad you are here—welcome!

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning: 
Reader: Sivin Kit
Prayer leader: Maureen Gumbe
Altar care: Mee Ji
Assisting ministers: Elisabeth Benn, Maureen Gumbe, Rena Igarashi, 
Nyambura Njoroge
Ushers: Eva and Caetano de Chassey
Church school: Marc de Chassey, Chad Rimmer, Ritu Suna, Grete Willis
Flowers: Maryssa Camaddo
Offering counters: Monika Herder, Penuel Kiondo-Zanetti
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group C
Videography: Ray Woodcock

Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way 



and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at: 
https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/


Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89         

Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        
www.genevalutheran.ch 

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis   
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer

First Sunday of Advent + 27 November 2022, 11h00

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Brunei, Malaysia, Singapore

Welcome

Greeting

Peace—like a plowshare
rather than a sword.
Peace—producing, promising, providing, lifting up,
rather than powering over or pushing aside.
Peace—space within which to dream, to build, to hope, 
like being in the house of the Lord, 
where love abides and casts out fear, 
where we say to one another, "Peace be within you," 
and discover our spirits lifted.
Peace comes near to us as we gather here,
awakening in us the spirit of life
that turns our anxious striving to thriving gratitude 
and points our desiring toward the coming of Jesus Christ.



Hymn               The glad sound heed! The Savior comes

 

Call to Prayer

Prayer of Confession

Prince of Peace, 
when getting even overtakes getting along, 
teach us peace. 
When the hurt in us insists that it is all right to hurt others, 
heal us with peace. 
When the swearing, simmering, seething, seizes our spirits, 
leaving little room for engaging, understanding, pardoning, 
turn us to peace.
From the study of war, the defense of war, the glorification of war, the 
profiteering through war, the dependence on war as a solution, 
save us. 
For the violence within that we do not let go, 
forgive us. 
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Lead us to peace, 
peace towards ourselves and others, 
peace among nations and peoples,
peace that comes from being whole and wholly love,
following you, Jesus Christ, peaceful prince,
refusing that your disciples take up the sword on your behalf,
giving up your life so we might live.

Kyrie eleison                       Lord, have mercy

Words of Grace

Song of Praise                           Kudus lah
While we sing, the children are invited to gather around the plow.

Peace and a Plow

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.   
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And also with you.

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 2:1-5 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
In days to come the mountain of the Lord's house shall be established as 
the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the 
nations shall stream to it.  Many peoples shall come and say, "Come, let 
us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths." For 
out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem.  He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for 
many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their 
spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us 
walk in the light of the Lord!

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 122

I was glad when they said to me, 
"Let us go to the house of the Lord!" 
Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
Jerusalem—built as a city that is bound firmly together. 
To it the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, 
as was decreed for Israel, 
to give thanks to the name of the Lord.

Antiphon                                   I was glad
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For there the thrones for judgment were set up, 
the thrones of the house of David. 
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
"May they prosper who love you. 
Peace be within your walls, and security within your towers." 

Antiphon                                   I was glad

For the sake of my relatives and friends I will say, 
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"Peace be within you."

For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good.

Antiphon                                   I was glad
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Epistle Reading Romans 13:11-14 

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for 
you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we 
became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay 
aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live 
honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in 
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, 
put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to 
gratify its desires.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia

Gospel Reading Matt 24:36-44

The Gospel according to Matthew chapter 24.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said,] ‘But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the 
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of 
Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those 
days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew 
nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be 
taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; 
one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do 
not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the 
owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was 
coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house 
be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 
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coming at an unexpected hour.
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The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Alleluia    

Sermon Andy Willis

Prayers for Peace                          Ososǒ         verse 1
The congregation is invited to offer a prayer for peace by striking the plow 
with a hammer. The prayer can be for personal peace, familial peace, or

peace among nations.

God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God, our Mother and Father, we place our hope in you.
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Prayers for Peace                          Ososǒ         verse 2

God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Spirit of Christ, we pray you be born anew in our world 
and in our lives.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father 
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Prayers for Peace                          Ososǒ         verse 3

Holy Spirit, make of us the body of Christ, 
one in service, one in love, one in peace.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.    Amen

Prayers for Peace                          Ososǒ         verse 4

Passing the Peace

Peace be within your walls,
Peace be within you.

Gathering of Gifts              Peacemaker Jesus
English, Shirley Erena Murray: Aoteroa/New Zealand.  

Music, I-to Loh, Taiwan

Peacemaker Jesus, Word of good courage, 
voice for compassion, speak to our lives! 

Strong brother Jesus, wielding no weapon, curious of conflict, speak to our 
lives! 

Spirited Jesus, turning the tables, fierce for God's justice, speak to our 
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lives! 

World changing Jesus, shaking the powers, 
your peace and justice speak through our lives!

Offertory                 Come, thou long-expected Jesus

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
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Preface

13



Sanctus                             Kudus, kudus, kudus

Eucharistic Prayer  

Words of Institution 
 
Remembering

At this table we find Christ's peace.
Come, Lord Jesus, come.
Here, we are offered his body that we might become his body.
Come, Lord Jesus, come.
Here, his blood is poured out for us, that we might become the vessels 
by which his love is poured out for others.
Come, Lord Jesus, come.
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We remember that we belong to Christ, and find our hope in him.
Come, Lord Jesus, come.

Prayer to the Holy Spirit

The Lord’s Prayer In our many languages

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen.

Agnus Dei                    Anakdomba Allah

Communion
Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people are welcome and invited 
to his feast. As places become free, come to the table. You will first receive 

the bread. Then, you will be offered a cup: light-colored indicates you 
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would like to receive grape juice, and dark-colored indicates wine. Place 
your used cup on the tray which someone will bring, and then return to 

your seat. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.
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Songs during Communion O come, O come Emmanuel
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Da pacem Domine

Down by the riverside
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Sending Prayer

Benediction                  May the love of the Lord
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Announcements and Welcoming Visitors

Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Offering Our GiKs for 2023 
Every autumn, we as congregation members are invited to reflect on what this 
community means to us and on how we will each offer our support in the coming 
year in terms of time, talents, and money. We are now encouraged to offer our 
estimates of giving for the coming year. 

There are two ways to complete your giving forms this year: you can complete the 
forms online, or you can complete paper forms and return them to the church by 
post or email. Extra paper forms are available from the ushers this morning, and 
links to the electronic forms are on our website:

https://genevalutheran.church/giving-for-2023/

Please join in offering your estimate of giving. Thank you for your part in our 
ministry together!

December Soup Kitchen 
Our congregation will be serving at the Soup Kitchen Saturday, 3 December. It 
takes place from 9h00 until about 13h00 at Le Jardin de Montbrillant (Rue de 
Montbrillant 3) just behind Geneva Cornavin train station. All are welcome to 
come and help serve. The sign up sheet is available after church announcements. 
Contact Corin Jorgenson (corinjorgenson@gmail.com) or Elisabeth Benn 
(chriselis_benn@bluewin.ch) for more information.

Next Sunday, 4 December – Worship at 17h30 
On the first Sunday of each month, our congregation holds its worship service at 
17h30 instead of 11h00. So please remember that next Sunday, 4 December, 
worship will take place in the evening—we hope to see you there. Please also note 
that there is no church school this week.

Join a Ministry Team MeeGng – AKer Worship Next Sunday 
Our congregation has a number of ministry teams that help with various parts of 
our community’s life. This season many of these teams are meeting after our 
monthly Sunday evening service, with the hope that this schedule makes it easy for 
anyone to participate. Whether you’ve served with one of these groups in the past 
or not, you’re welcome and encouraged to join a meeting after worship next 
Sunday, 4 December.
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• Worship team (gemeinderaum) – We’ll be working on details for upcoming 
Advent and Christmas worship services.

• Sharing team (top floor) – We’ll be talking about organizations and churches 
for our community to support financially in the coming season.

• Fellowship team (nursery) – We’ll be planning fellowship events for the 
winter and discussing new possibilities for our neighborhood groups.

Light refreshments will be available in the gemeinderaum—you can stop there first 
and grab something to take with you to any of the meetings above. 

Serving Weekly Coffee Hour 
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship in the church garden 
each Sunday. Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups:

4 December – Group D 11 December – Group E
18 December – Group A 25 December – Group B

If you can help on a week when your group is assigned,
please let your group’s coordinator know. 
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This Week’s Schedule:  

Tuesday, 29 Nov 19h00 Congregation Council meeting
Thursday, 1 Dec 19h30 Choir rehearsal
Sunday, 4 Dec  17h30 Worship on Second Sunday of Advent 

19h00 Ministry team meetings

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 9h00–17h00; Fridays noon–16h00
 

Our church is enGrely self-supporGng. We count on our members and visitors 
to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in cash 
through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars made out to 
“Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo portion, please write 
GMG 0858. There are payment slips at the back of the church if you would like to 
offer your support through our PostFinance or Credit Suisse accounts. Thank you 
very much! Bank details below:

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the 
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church 
office.
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  
If you are a guest in our congregaGon this morning, please fill out the 
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor 
or one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any 
questions you might have about our congregation.

ELCG Connection Card
Name 
Phone 
 Email

Credit Suisse
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number  226749-71
Clearing Number  4835
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0
BIC/SWIFT  CRESCHZZ12A

PostFinance
The English-Speaking Congregation of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Geneva
Account Number 12-9677-6
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC POFICHBEXXX
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Comments  

New to Geneva?  Y/N Date 
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