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THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

 
We are a parish of many cultures and traditions,  

with deep Lutheran roots and wide ecumenical branches. 
Geneva is a crossroads city and our doors are open to people from all over the 

world. About half of our members come from Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist, 
Catholic, Anglican and other traditions, and half have Lutheran links. The 
Lutheran Church of Geneva was started by German expatriates in the 18th 

century, and the English-Speaking Congregation was formed in the 1950s after 
the World Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation, World YWCA and 

United Nations agencies opened offices in Geneva. 
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 

 
 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if 
you have been here before and would like to know 
more about our community, please fill out a 
connection card. You can scan this QR code to 
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on 
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering 
basket or give it to one of the ushers.  
 

We are glad you are here—welcome! 
 
Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:  
Reader: Marc de Chassey 
Prayer leader: Adam Talsma 
Altar care: Aleida Auld 
Assisting ministers: Neema Kitasho, Gilbert Mushi, Belinda Mizray, 
Nathan Wilson 
Ushers: Eva and Caetano de Chassey 
Church school: Ashley Bunting Seeber, Marc de Chassey, Nina Kiderlin, 
Ritu Suna 
Flowers: Maureen Gumbe 
Offering counter: Johnny Camaddy 
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group B 
Videography: Ray Woodcock 

 
Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way  

and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at:  
https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/ 



 

 

 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva 

English-Speaking Congregation 
20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland 

Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89          
Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        

www.genevalutheran.ch  
Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    

Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer 
 
 
 

Last Sunday after Pentecost + 20 November 2022, 11h00 
The Festival of the Reign of Christ 

 
Guest Preacher:   Rev. Judy Davis 

 
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: East Timor (Timor Leste), Indonesia, Philippines 
 
Welcome 
 

Prelude     Regine Kummer 
 

Greeting 
 

Key words that gather us together: 
God has rescued us from the power of darkness  
and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son,  
in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  
 
Key words that give us hope: 
God will raise up for David a righteous Branch,  
and he shall reign as king and deal wisely,  
and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  
 
Key words that point to the way this realm works  
and to what kind of king Jesus is: 
Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing. 
 
Key words, forgiveness, righteousness, wisdom, justice, rescue, redemption: 
These words draw us near to the realm of God,  
in whom we live and move and have our being, 
to whom we offer glory and praise. 
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Hymn                        A mighty Fortress is our God verse 1 

with Psalm 46, on which the hymn is based. 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

3 

 

 

God is our refuge and strength,  
a very present help in trouble.  
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,  
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;  
though its waters rage and foam,  
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.  
There is a river who streams make glad the city of God,  
the holy habitation of the Most High.  
God is in the midst of the city;  
it shall not be shaken;  
God shall help it at the break of day.  

 

Hymn                        A mighty Fortress is our God verse 2 
 

The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;  
God speaks, and the earth melts away.  
The Lord of hosts with us;  
the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
Come now, regard the works of the Lord,  
what desolations God has brought upon the earth;  
behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;  
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear,  
and burns the shields with fire.  

 

Hymn                        A mighty Fortress is our God verse 3 
 

"Be still, then,  
 

Silence 
 

"Be still, then, and know that I am God;  
 

Silence 
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I will be exalted among the nations;  
I will be exalted in the earth." 
The Lord of hosts with us;  
the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

 

Hymn                        A mighty Fortress is our God verse 4 
 

Call to Prayer 
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

Gracious God? 
would you speak the one little word  
that would fell the powers of evil in us, the evil around us? 
Would you remove from us the trembling and strife  
caused by misplaced fear? 
Would you heal us from the hurt that keeps on hurting? 
Would you settle in us a peace by which we might become still, 
not like a teacher shooshing his class,  
but like a mother holding us close? 
Would you? 

 

Forgive us. 
Too often we stray from love. 
Too often we fail at being a good neighbor. 
Too often we place our own needs above serving you. 
Speak anew the word you have already spoken in Jesus Christ, 
so our trust in you is renewed and we follow his word, which is life. 

 

Sung Response                    Tuhan, kasihani 
 

 
 

Words of Grace 
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Hymn of Praise        Praise God, who gives us life 
 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

The Lord be with you.    
And also with you. 

 

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 23:1-6 
 

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my 
pasture! says the LORD. Therefore, thus says the LORD, the God of 
Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you 
who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you 
have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil 
doings, says the LORD. Then I myself will gather the remnant of my 
flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring 
them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. I will 
raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they 
shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, 
says the LORD.  

 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for 
David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, 
and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In his days 
Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the 
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name by which he will be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’  
This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Reading     Colossians 1:13-20 
 

May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his 
glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with 
patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled 
you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has 
rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the 
kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins.  

 

He is the image of the invisible God,  
the firstborn of all creation;  
for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created,  
things visible and invisible,  
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers— 
all things have been created through him and for him.  
He himself is before all things,  
and in him all things hold together.  
He is the head of the body, the church;  
he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead,  
so that he might come to have first place in everything.  
For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,  
and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things,  
whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood 
of his cross.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia     
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Gospel Reading Luke 23:33-43 
 

The Gospel according to Luke, chapter 23. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified 
Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 
[Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them; for they do not know what 
they are doing.’] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the 
people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, 
‘He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, 
his chosen one!’ The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and 
offering him sour wine, and saying, ‘If you are the King of the Jews, 
save yourself!’ There was also an inscription over him, ‘This is the 
King of the Jews.’  

 

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and 
saying, ‘Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!’ But the 
other rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not fear God, since you are 
under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have 
been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our 
deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.’ Then he said, ‘Jesus, 
remember me when you come into your kingdom.’ He replied, 
‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.’  

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Alleluia     
 

Sermon   Rev. Judy Davis 
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Hymn                          Holy God, holy and glorious 

 
 

Welcoming New Members 
 

Affirmation of Faith      Apostles’ Creed 
 

Do you believe in God, our mother and father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father and 
he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Promises 
 

People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and brothers 
and pray for them in their life in Christ? 
We do and we ask God to help and guide us. 

 

Prayer 
 

Welcoming Song                  Ohole ya Jesus 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

God in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Passing the Peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

Witness 
Presentation on drought relief work by the Kenya Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

one of the project’s for this year’s Harvest Festival 
 
The Gathering of Gifts     A might fortress is our God Choir 

A choir improvisation of the first stanza 
 
 

 

Offertory                                Mi pela i bung 
 

 
 
 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
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Preface 
 

Sanctus                             Kudus, kudus, kudus 
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Eucharistic Prayer   
 

Words of Institution  
  

Remembering 
 

This is a royal table, fit for kings,  
but open to everyone because it is Christ's table. 
This bread becomes for us his body and this wine his blood.    
We proclaim the mystery of faith  
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
 

The Lord’s Prayer In our many languages 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.   
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei                    Anakdomba Allah 

 
 

Communion 
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Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people are welcome and invited to his feast. 
As places become free, come to the table. You will first receive the bread. Then, you will 
be offered a cup: light-colored indicates you would like to receive grape juice, and dark-
colored indicates wine. Place your used cup on the tray which someone will bring, and 

then return to your seat. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
 
 

Songs during Communion   Far beyond our mind's grasp 
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The kingdom of God is justice and peace 
 

 
 

Jesus Remember Me 

 
 

Sending Prayer 
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Benediction 
 

Announcements and Welcoming Visitors 
 

Dismissal 
 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   
 Thanks be to God. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Offering Our Gifts for 2023 
Every autumn, we as congregation members are invited to reflect on what this 
community means to us and on how we will each offer our support in the 
coming year in terms of time, talents, and money. We are now encouraged to 
offer our estimates of giving for the coming year.  
 

There are two ways to complete your giving forms this year: you can complete 
the forms online, or you can complete paper forms and return them to the 
church by post or email. Extra paper forms are available from the ushers this 
morning, and links to the electronic forms are on our website: 
 

https://genevalutheran.church/giving-for-2023/ 
 

Please join in offering your estimate of giving. Thank you for your part in our 
ministry together! 
 

Serving Weekly Coffee Hour 
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship in the church 
garden each Sunday. Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups: 

27 November – Group C 4 December – Group D  
11 December – Group E 18 December – Group A 

 

If you can help on a week when your group is assigned, 
please let your group’s coordinator know.  

 

Harvest Festival this Saturday 26 November 
The Harvest Festival is coming—time to get ready! This annual event in our 
congregation is an opportunity for fun, fellowship, and generosity. This year’s 
event has some important changes from recent years—read on for more 
information. 

 

Date and Time: 
This year’s Festival will take place at the church on Saturday 26 November 
(please note the date change!), from 18h to 21h. While the event has typically 
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been held on a Sunday afternoon, we think this alternate timing will provide 
new opportunities for enjoying activities, food, and conversation together. 
 

This Year’s Projects: 
This year, all funds raised at the Harvest Festival will be given to two 
important projects. You can read about them on the following page. 
 

Bring food to share for the potluck supper: 
• If your family name starts with A to H, please bring a STARTER,  
• names from I to P, a MAIN DISH,  
• and Q to Z DESSERT.  

Something from your home country and tradition would be a bonus! And, if 
you can, do please bring a drink to share. Buffet tables will be set up in the 
sanctuary. 
 

Offer something for the silent auction (submissions taken until 20 Nov): 
The evening will include a silent auction. Everyone will have an equal chance 
in the bidding and many of the items on auction will include having fun 
together. If you would like to offer something for the silent auction, please send 
your proposal to the Harvest Festival team -- a dinner, an outing, a tour, some 
baby-sitting, baked goods, perhaps a gift-basket. Send it by 20 November to 
Jonathan Frerichs: jonathan_frerichs@yahoo.com. The team foresees choosing 
10-15 such gifts to auction in this way. Valerie's Christmas Pudding Stir-Up 
will be on auction too. 
 

Make your pledge ahead of time (by 25 Nov): 
This year, you're asked to make your Harvest Festival "pledge" ahead of time. 
It's very simple—just write an email to office@genevalutheran.ch, indicating 
how much you will contribute toward this year's Festival. The office will keep 
a tally, and by the day of the event, we'll know how much we've raised. Why 
do it this way? This year's organizing team plans to provide each person 
attending the Harvest Festival with an equal number of "tokens" for use in the 
silent auction that evening. The total number of tokens available will be 
determined by the total amount pledged. Please make your pledge by 25 
November. 
 

If you have questions about this year’s Festival, contact Jonathan Frerichs or  
Dave Lyon. Come join in the fun! 

This Year’s Harvest Festival Projects 
All funds raised at this year’s Harvest Festival will be divided evenly between 
two projects: 
 

Permanences Volantes – Swiss Church Aid 
The Permanences volantes program (run by EPER – Swiss Church Aid) aims to 
improve the living conditions of migrants by promoting contacts between them 
and players in Switzerland's social and health services and the relevant Geneva 



 
 

 
 

17 

network. The project's work covers prevention, support and guidance, which 
are provided directly to the communities concerned. 
 

The project targets migrants living in highly precarious situations in Geneva 
and provides them with information in their mother tongue. Talks and 
discussions are organized to convey information and establish contact between 
players in the social and health services network and the communities. Help 
sessions are organized in the form of individual consultations, in which 
beneficiaries are informed, counselled and given guidance regarding the 
services at their disposal. Group community activities such as cultural, sporting 
or training projects make it possible to build on beneficiaries' resources, 
develop their skills and facilitate their integration by ending their isolation. 
 

Drought Relief – Kenya Evangelical Lutheran Church 
This project aims to provide food relief for 400 households in Kwale County in 
Coastal Kenya. Lekule and Ngatu communities have suffered the effects of 
severe drought, such as starvation and malnutrition. There are reports of 
children not attending school or, due to hunger, having little attention during 
classes. Our support would help the Kenya Evangelical Lutheran Church to 
organize a distribution of food in this region, in cooperation with local 
churches. 

Let’s give generously to support these important projects! 
 

Advent Market 26 November 
The German-Speaking Congregation will hold its annual Advent Market at the 
church on Saturday 26 November, from 10h30 until 14h00. There will be 
Advent wreaths, Christmas cookies, and other food available for purchase. All 
are welcome to attend. 
 

December Soup Kitchen 
Our congregation will be serving at the Soup Kitchen Saturday, 3 December. It 
takes place from 9h00 until about 13h00 at Le Jardin de Montbrillant (Rue de 
Montbrillant 3) just behind Geneva Cornavin train station. All are welcome to 
come and help serve. The sign up sheet is available after church 
announcements. Contact Corin Jorgenson (corinjorgenson@gmail.com) or 
Elisabeth Benn (chriselis_benn@bluewin.ch) for more information. 

 
Cover image: 

Swanson, John August. Festival of Lights,  
from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56546  
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This Week’s Schedule:  
 

Thursday, 24 Nov 19h30 Choir rehearsal 
Saturday, 26 Nov 18h00 Harvest Festival 
Sunday, 27 Nov   10h00 Church school 
     11h00 Worship on First Sunday of Advent  
 

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 9h00–17h00; Fridays noon–16h00 
  

 
Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and 
visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in 
cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars 
made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo 
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are payment slips at the back of the 
church if you would like to offer your support through our PostFinance or 
Credit Suisse accounts. Thank you very much! Bank details below: 
 

Credit Suisse 
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251) 
Account Number  226749-71 
Clearing Number  4835 
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0 
BIC/SWIFT  CRESCHZZ12A 

PostFinance 
The English-Speaking Congregation of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Geneva 
Account Number 12-9677-6 
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6 
BIC POFICHBEXXX 

 

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the 
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the 
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or 
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions 
you might have about our congregation. 
 

ELCG Connection Card 
 Name      
 Phone       
 Email       
 Comments        
       
 New to Geneva?  Y/N    Date   
 


