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THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

We are church with open arms,  
where each person is welcome in God’s all-inclusive love. 

Jesus shared God’s gracious love with all people, and we seek to follow this 
example. People of any economic status, marital or family situation, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, or ability are welcome to full participation in 

our congregation. We honor the unique gifts of each.
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

If you are worshipping with us for the first Gme or if 
you have been here before and would like to know more 
about our community, please fill out a connection card. 
You can scan this QR code to submit one online, or you 
can fill out the card on the back of the bulletin and place 
it in the offering basket or give it to one of the ushers. 

We are glad you are here—welcome!

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning: 
Reader: Ewan Kit
Prayer leader: Dinesh Suna
Altar care: Mee Ji
Assisting ministers: Elisabeth Benn, André du Plessis, Grace George, 
Maureen Gumbe
Ushers: Vivienne and Adam Talsma
Church school: André du Plessis, Fulata Moyo, Ritu Suna, Grete Willis
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation
Offering counters: Christoph Benn, Tom Taylor
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group C
Videography: Ray Woodcock

Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way 
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at: 

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/




Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89         

Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        
www.genevalutheran.ch 

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis   
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost + 23 October 2022, 11h00

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: The Caribbean
Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Cuba, Dominica, Dominican Republic, 

Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, St Kitts-Nevis, St Lucia, St Vincent and 
the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago 

Welcome

Prelude    Regine Kummer

Greeting

How lovely is the dwelling place of the Lord of hosts, 
where heart and flesh sing for joy, 
where happiness abounds in God's presence, 
and the journey forward leads to what will become home. 
As we gather together in Jesus' name,
our bodies, each a temple of God's spirit, become Christ's body.
We become lovelier and lovelier 
as the love of Christ becomes more and more alive in us, 
and our voices rise in praise,
full of a thousand days of song.



Hymn                         How lovely is your dwelling 

Psalm 84

How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts!
My soul longs, indeed it faints for the courts of the LORD; 
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my heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God.
Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, 
where she may lay her young, at your altars, 
O LORD of hosts, my Ruler and my God.
Happy are those who live in your house, 
ever singing your praise. 
Happy are those whose strength is in you, 
in whose heart are the highways to Zion.
As they go through the valley of Baca 
they make it a place of springs; the early rain also covers it with pools.
They go from strength to strength; 
the God of gods will be seen in Zion.

O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer;
give ear, O God of Jacob!
Behold our shield, O God;
look on the face of your anointed. 

For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than live in the 
tents of wickedness. 
For the Lord God is a sun and shield;
who bestows favour and honour.
No good thing does the Lord withhold from those who walk uprightly.
O Lord of hosts, happy is everyone who trusts in you. 

Call to Prayer

Prayer of Confession

God, not resting on your laurels but choosing to be one of us,
when we become more adept at crowing than caring, 
forgive us. 
When getting ahead crowds out walking alongside, 
forgive us. 
When we manage to walk alongside, 
but communicate, sometimes subtly, sometimes not, 
that we have come from the higher position, 
forgive us. 
When we keep on grading ourselves and others 
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as if life were an extended elementary school 
with the rewards reserved for those on top, 
remind us of what others have done on our behalf, what you have 
done.
When we are full of entitlement and attentive about our rewards, 
sometimes bitter at what others have received instead of us, 
turn us from grievance to gratitude, 
from the pride that we are self-made 
toward the equality that we are all made in your image,
from the attitude that we are masters of our own fate 
to the desire to become more faithful servants 

of your beloved Jesus Christ,
who humbled himself, denied himself, took up the cross
for us and for the whole world.    Amen.

Kyrie                         Señor, ten piedad de nosotros

Words of Grace

Hymn of Praise        Un camino se abre hacia la luz
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Prayer of the Day
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The Lord be with you.   
And also with you.

Old Testament reading Genesis 32:6-12

The messengers returned to Jacob, saying, ‘We came to your brother 
Esau, and he is coming to meet you, and four hundred men are with 
him.’  Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed; and he divided the 
people that were with him, and the flocks and herds and camels, into two 
companies, thinking, ‘If Esau comes to one company and destroys it, 
then the company that is left will escape.’ 

And Jacob said, ‘O God of my father Abraham and God of my father 
Isaac, O Lord who said to me, “Return to your country and to your 
kindred, and I will do you good”, I am not worthy of the least of all the 
steadfast love and all the faithfulness that you have shown to your 
servant, for with only my staff I crossed this Jordan; and now I have 
become two companies. Deliver me, please, from the hand of my 
brother, from the hand of Esau, for I am afraid of him…. Yet you have 
said, “I will surely do you good, and make your offspring as the sand of 
the sea, which cannot be counted because of their number.” ’ 

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia    
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Gospel Reading Luke 18:9-14

The Gospel according to Luke, chapter 18.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they 
were righteous and regarded others with contempt: ‘Two men went up to 
the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax-collector. The 
Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, “God, I thank you that I 
am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this 
tax-collector. I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.” But 
the tax-collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but 
was beating his breast and saying, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” I 
tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the other; 
for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble 
themselves will be exalted.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Alleluia    

Sermon Andy Willis

Hymn                                       Just as I am
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Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father 
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

God in your mercy,
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hear our prayer.

Passing the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Reflection on Giving

The Gathering of Gifts         Choir

Verses of Psalm 84 based on a Carribian Christmas Caroll

Refrain:            How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts.
My soul longs for you, O Lord.

My heart and my flesh will sing
joyfully to the living God.

Refrain

Happy are those who live in your house,
ever singing your praises.

Refrain
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Offertory                      Come join the celebration

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
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Preface

Sanctus                                 Le lo le lo lay lo
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Eucharistic Prayer  

Words of Institution 
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Remembering

We are not worthy so much as to gather up 
the crumbs under your table, Christ Jesus, 
but only say the word and we shall be healed.
We proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Prayer to the Holy Spirit

The Lord’s Prayer In our many languages

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen.
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Agnus Dei                           Cordero de Dios

Communion
Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people are welcome and invited to his 

feast. As places become free, come to the table. You will first receive the bread. 
Then, you will be offered a cup: light-colored indicates you would like to receive 

grape juice, and dark-colored indicates wine. Place your used cup on the tray 
which someone will bring, and then return to your seat. Gluten-free wafers are 

available upon request.

Songs during Communion  The peace of the earth
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We come now to the table, Lord
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Let us talents and tongues employ

Sending Prayer

Benediction

Announcements and Welcoming Visitors

Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Fall Book Study – Life Together by Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
This season, small groups will meet weekly to discuss Life Together, Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer’s classic text on Christian community. All are welcome to join in 
reading and discussing as a community this season. To sign up, please contact the 
church office.

Glad and Generous Hearts – Giving for 2023 
The book of Acts offers this description of life in the earliest Christian 
communities: “Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they 
broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God 
and having the goodwill of all the people.” Encountering the Spirit has always led 
to new ways of living, marked by sharing, joy, and hope—we live with “glad and 
generous hearts.”

Every autumn, we as congregation members are invited to reflect on what this 
community means to us and on how we will each offer our support in the coming 
year in terms of time, talents, and money. In worship this season, several members 
will be speaking about why they give to support our congregation. We let their 
stories spark our own reflections about why we give and how we might offer our 
support, and we look with glad and generous hearts to the new year of ministry 
ahead.

Church School – Sundays at 10h00  
Church School meets each Sunday morning from 10h until 10h45, in person on the 
top floor of the church (though we will not meet on the first Sunday of each month, 
when the worship service takes place in the evening). All kids from 3 years until 
confirmation age (early teens) are welcome to join.

Serving at the Soup Kitchen – 5 November 
Our congregation will be serving at the Soup Kitchen Saturday, 5 November. It 
takes place from 9h00 until about 13h00 at Le Jardin de Montbrillant (Rue de 
Montbrillant 3) just behind Geneva Cornavin train station. All are welcome to 
come and help serve. The sign-up sheet will be available after church 
announcements. Contact Corin Jorgenson (corinjorgenson@gmail.com) or 
Elisabeth Benn (chriselis_benn@bluewin.ch) for more information.

No Choir PracGce this Thursday, 27 October 
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The choir of the English-Speaking Congregation is open to anyone—we practice 
on Thursdays at 19h30 and prepare music for the coming Sunday. Please note that 
the choir will not practice this Thursday, 27 October, during the school break; 
practices will resume the follow Thursday.

Mark Your Calendars – Harvest FesGval on Saturday 19 November 
The annual Harvest Festival is a longstanding tradition in the English-Speaking 
Congregation. Members offer items for a community auction (meals in their 
homes, crafts, babysitting, guided excursions…), and all proceeds are given away 
to one or more outside organizations selected by the church. This year’s Festival 
will take place on the evening of Saturday, 19 November, and it will be combined 
with a potluck and “culture night”, where members can share music, dance, stories, 
or other expressions of our many cultures. More details will follow shortly—for 
now, please mark your calendars and plan to attend! 

Interested in Joining the English-Speaking CongregaGon? 
Membership in our congregation is simple, a way of claiming this as your home 
church in Geneva for however long you are here. You can still retain membership 
in a church in your home country if you wish. If you’d like to learn more about 
joining the congregation as a member, please contact the church office or Andy 
Willis soon. We plan to receive new members shortly and will hold an orientation 
session in the coming weeks.

CelebraGng 30 Years of the Interreligious Pla]orm – 6 November 
This year, the Interreligious Platform of Geneva is celebrating 30 years of action in 
favor of interreligious dialogue and better living together. This anniversary will be 
marked with of learning and exchange, held at Salle Trocmé (Rue du Jura 2). Our 
congregation will have a table at the event, and we are looking for members to help 
out in 2-hour shifts, to be present at our table and share about our community. 
Please use the signup sheet this morning if you can help.

Interreligious Calendars Available for Purchase 
The new Calendrier des Religions 2022/23 on the theme “« Les animaux et le sacré 
– Mythes, symboles et rites » is available after worship on Sunday (price: 12 CHF). 
It is very good interreligious resource being produced in Suisse Romande, initiated 
by the Plateforme Interreligieuse de Genève. You can find further information on 
the calendar here:
https://interreligieux.ch/wp/calendrier-des-religions/
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Serving Weekly Coffee Hour 
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship in the church garden 
each Sunday. Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups:

23 October – Group C  30 October – Group D
6 November – Group E 13 November – Group A

If you can help on a week when your group is assigned,
please let your group’s coordinator know.

 
Andy Willis on VacaGon 24-29 October 
From 24 to 29 October, Andy Willis will be on vacation. If you have pastoral 
concerns needing immediate attention during that time, please contact Rev. Dr. 
Elaine Neuenfeldt at 079 274 26 83.
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Cover image:
Photo by Deb Dowd on Unsplash

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva, English-Speaking Congregation
20, rue Verdaine / CH-1204 Geneva, Switzerland

www.genevalutheran.church
office@genevalutheran.ch + 022 310 50 89 + pastor@genevalutheran.ch 
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This Week’s Schedule:  

Sunday, 30 Oct  10h00 Church school
11h00 Worship on Twenty-first Sunday after 

Pentecost, Rev. Árni Danielsson preaching

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 9h00–17h00; Fridays noon–16h00
 

Our church is enGrely self-supporGng. We count on our members and visitors 
to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in cash 
through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars made out to 
“Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo portion, please write 
GMG 0858. There are payment slips at the back of the church if you would like to 
offer your support through our PostFinance or Credit Suisse accounts. Thank you 
very much! Bank details below:

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the 
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church 
office.
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  
If you are a guest in our congregaGon this morning, please fill out the 
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor 
or one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any 
questions you might have about our congregation.

ELCG Connection Card
Name 
Phone 
 Email
Comments  

Credit Suisse
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number  226749-71
Clearing Number  4835
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0
BIC/SWIFT  CRESCHZZ12A

PostFinance
The English-Speaking Congregation of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Geneva
Account Number 12-9677-6
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC POFICHBEXXX
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New to Geneva?  Y/N Date 
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