EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF GENEVA
NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00
16 OCTOBER 2022

THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG
WELCOMES YOU!
We are a home away-from-home,
with people from diﬀerent places becoming sisters and brothers in Christ.
Our members come from 40 countries and six continents. Some are in
Geneva for decades, others for only a few months. All help the parish to be a
community of shared beliefs, experiences and concerns. Opportunities for
fellowship, spiritual growth and recreation bring families, friends and
acquaintances together. Such bonds are precious in a city of so many
welcomes and farewells.
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

If you are worshipping with us for the ﬁrst Gme or if
you have been here before and would like to know more
about our community, please fill out a connection card.
You can scan this QR code to submit one online, or you
can fill out the card on the back of the bulletin and place
it in the offering basket or give it to one of the ushers.
We are glad you are here—welcome!

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:
Reader: Adam Talsma
Prayer leader: André du Plessis
Altar care: Clare Duran
Assisting ministers: Elisabeth Benn, Penuel Kiondo Zanetti, Nyambura
Njoroge, Ana Villanueva
Ushers: Kerstin Kollander, Valerie Marinoni
Church school: André du Plessis, Pia Hannewald, Fulata Moyo,
Ashley Bunting Seeber, Ritu Suna
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation
Offering counters: Ngoni Hove, Njoroge Njuguna
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group B
Videography: Ray Woodcock

Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at:
https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation
20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89
Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch
office@genevalutheran.ch
www.genevalutheran.ch

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
16 October 2022, 11h00
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Belize, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico

Welcome
Prelude

Regine Kummer

Greeting
So we do not lose heart,
we keep praying, opening ourselves to the presence of God.
So we do not lose heart,
we welcome strangers, care for our neighbors, stretch toward love.
So we do not lose heart,
we take time for beauty, for laughter, for listening.
We look to the to the Jura, the Salève, or on a clear day,
to the Mont Blanc,
to train our wonder toward God, who does not slumber,
who keeps our going out and our coming in,
whom we worship and adore, now and evermore.

Hymn

Unto the hills

Psalm 121
I lift up my eyes to the hills—
from where will my help come?
My help comes from the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
God will not let our foot be moved;
God who keeps us will not slumber.
God who keeps Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep.
The LORD is our keeper;
the LORD is our shade at our right hand.
The sun shall not strike us by day,
nor the moon by night.
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The LORD will keep us from all evil,
God will keep our life,
The LORD will keep our going out, and our coming in,
from this time on and for evermore.
Call to Prayer

Genesis 32:22-24

The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids,
and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He took
them and sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he
had. Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak.
Poem

Wrestling Jacob, by Charles Wesley
Soprano Natalie Deffenbaugh, Music by Terry MacArthur

Come, O thou traveler unknown, whom still I hold, but cannot see,
my company before is gone, and I am left alone with thee.
With thee all night I mean to stay, and wrestle till the break of day.
Prayer
God, beyond our knowing,
we often do not see your fairness
when our world seems so unfair.
You neither slumber nor sleep,
but the innocent still fall victim.
You know our going out and our coming in,
but our failures persist, wearing on us.
Help us understand.
Poem

Wrestling Jacob, by Charles Wesley
Soprano Natalie Deffenbaugh, Music by Terry MacArthur

I need not tell thee who I am, my misery, or sin declare,
thyself hast called me by my name, look on thy hands, and read it there,
but who, I ask thee, who art thou? Tell me thy name, and tell me now.
Old Testament Reading

Genesis 32:25-26

When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him
on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled
with him. Then he said, ‘Let me go, for the day is breaking.’ But Jacob
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said, ‘I will not let you go, unless you bless me.’
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Poem

Wrestling Jacob, by Charles Wesley
Choir, Music adapted from Erik Routley by Terry MacArthur

In vain thou strugglest to get free, I never will unloose my hold:
art thou the man that died for me? The secret of thy love unfold;
wrestling I will not let thee go, till I thy name, thy nature know.
Prayer
Day breaks, but the uncertainty remains, God of life.
The thoughts, worries and designs circle over and over in our heads,
like a flock of migrating birds without any place to land.
Too often there seems no way forward, no promising path ahead.
If we hold on tight, will you make things right?
Or should we risk falling, trusting we fall into your arms?
Poem

Wrestling Jacob, by Charles Wesley
The congregation sings Oye Señor
while the poem is sung by members of the choir in the spaces.
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Old Testament Reading

Genesis 32:27-31

So he said to him, ‘What is your name?’ And he said, ‘Jacob.’ Then the
man said, ‘You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have
striven with God and with humans, and have prevailed.’ Then Jacob
asked him, ‘Please tell me your name.’ But he said, ‘Why is it that you
ask my name?’ And there he blessed him. So Jacob called the place
Peniel, saying, ‘For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life is
preserved.’ The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because
of his hip.
Poem

Wrestling Jacob, by Charles Wesley
Music by Erik Routley

Choir

5. 'Tis all in vain to hold thy tongue, or touch the hollow of my thigh;
though every sinew were unstrung, out of my arms thou shalt not fly;
wrestling, I will not let thee go, 'till I thy name, thy nature know.
6. What though my shrinking flesh complain, and murmur to contend so
long,
I rise superior to my pain, when I am weak then I am strong,
and when my all of strength shall fail, I shall with the God-man prevail.
Prayer
Christ, whose power is shown in weakness,
whose glory is a cross,
unimpressed by our displays of might and skill,
do you draw nearer when we shiver in the night?
Just when we thought you would help us fly,
would you wound us, and leave us with a limp?
Turn us so we do not let you go
until we live your name, your nature know.
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Poem

Wrestling Jacob, by Charles Wesley

Words of Grace
'Tis love, 'tis love! Thou died for me.
I hear thy whisper in my heart.
The morning breaks the shadows flee;
pure universal love thou art.
To me, to all thy mercies move.
Thy nature, and thy name is Love.
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Poem

Wrestling Jacob, by Charles Wesley

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Alleluia

Gospel Reading

Luke 18:1-8

The Gospel according to Luke, chapter 18.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not
to lose heart. He said, ‘In a certain city there was a judge who neither
feared God nor had respect for people. In that city there was a widow
who kept coming to him and saying, “Grant me justice against my
opponent.” For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, “Though
I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, yet because this widow
keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me
out by continually coming.” ’ And the Lord said, ‘Listen to what the
unjust judge says. And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who
cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? I tell you,
he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man
comes, will he find faith on earth?’
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia
Sermon

Andy Willis
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Poem

Wrestling Jacob, by Charles Wesley
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
God in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Passing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Reflection on Giving
The Gathering of Gifts
Poem

Choir

Wrestling Jacob, by Charles Wesley

13. Contented now upon my thigh I halt, till life's short journey end;
all helplessness, all weakness I on thee alone for strength depend;
nor have I power from thee to move: thy nature, and thy name is Love.
14. Lame as I am, I take the prey, hell, earth, and sin with ease overcome;
I leap for joy, pursue my way, and as a bounding hart fly home,
through all eternity to prove thy nature, and thy name is Love.
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Offertory

Bendice, Señor nuestro pan

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

Preface
Sanctus

Santo, santo, santo, santo
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Eucharistic Prayer
Words of Institution
Remembering
At this table we remember Christ.
With this bread and wine, we share his body and blood.
We proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Prayer to the Holy Spirit
The Lord’s Prayer
Agnus Dei

In our many languages
Cordero de Dios

Communion
Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people are welcome and invited to his
feast. As places become free, come to the table. You will first receive the bread.
Then, you will be offered a cup: light-colored indicates you would like to receive
grape juice, and dark-colored indicates wine. Place your used cup on the tray
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which someone will bring, and then return to your seat. Gluten-free wafers are
available upon request.

Songs during Communion
The peace of the earth

Pues si vivimos
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Sweet hour of prayer
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Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements and Welcoming Visitors
Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Fall Book Study – Life Together by Dietrich Bonhoeﬀer
This season, small groups will meet weekly to discuss Life Together, Dietrich
Bonhoeffer’s classic text on Christian community. All are welcome to join in
reading and discussing as a community this season. To sign up, please contact the
church office.

Church School – Sundays at 10h00
Church School meets each Sunday morning from 10h until 10h45, in person on the
top floor of the church (though we will not meet on the first Sunday of each month,
when the worship service takes place in the evening). All kids from 3 years until
confirmation age (early teens) are welcome to join.

Serving Weekly Coﬀee Hour
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship in the church garden
each Sunday. Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups:
23 October – Group C
30 October – Group D
6 November – Group E
13 November – Group A
If you can help on a week when your group is assigned,
please let your group’s coordinator know.

Interested in Joining the English-Speaking CongregaGon?
Membership in our congregation is simple, a way of claiming this as your home
church in Geneva for however long you are here. You can still retain membership
in a church in your home country if you wish. If you’d like to learn more about
joining the congregation as a member, please contact the church office or Andy
Willis soon. We plan to receive new members shortly and will hold an orientation
session in the coming weeks.

Choir Rehearsal – Thursdays at 19h30
The choir of the English-Speaking Congregation is open to anyone—we practice
each week on Thursdays at 19h30 and prepare music for the coming Sunday. You
are free to come and sing whenever you are available—no experience necessary!

Serving at the Soup Kitchen – 5 November

Our congregation will be serving at the Soup Kitchen Saturday, 5 November. It
takes place from 9h00 until about 13h00 at Le Jardin de Montbrillant (Rue de
Montbrillant 3) just behind Geneva Cornavin train station. All are welcome to
come and help serve. The sign-up sheet will be available after church
announcements. Contact Corin Jorgenson (corinjorgenson@gmail.com) or
Elisabeth Benn (chriselis_benn@bluewin.ch) for more information.
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CelebraGng 30 Years of the Interreligious PlaZorm – 6 November
This year, the Interreligious Platform of Geneva is celebrating 30 years of action in
favor of interreligious dialogue and better living together. This anniversary will be
marked with of learning and exchange, held at Salle Trocmé (Rue du Jura 2). Our
congregation will have a table at the event, and we are looking for members to help
out in 2-hour shifts, to be present at our table and share about our community.
Please use the signup sheet this morning if you can help.

Interreligious Calendars Available for Purchase
The new Calendrier des Religions 2022/23 on the theme “« Les animaux et le sacré
– Mythes, symboles et rites » is available after worship on Sunday (price: 12 CHF).
It is very good interreligious resource being produced in Suisse Romande, initiated
by the Plateforme Interreligieuse de Genève. You can find further information on
the calendar here:
https://interreligieux.ch/wp/calendrier-des-religions/

Sharing with Others This Season – Your Ideas Welcome
The congregation's sharing group is currently looking for your input! Do you know
of an organization or church—here in Geneva or somewhere else—that could use
our support? You are welcome and encouraged to bring it to the sharing group's
attention, for consideration as a possible recipient of sharing or Harvest Festival
funds. Possible recipients should be churches or organizations you know and to
which you have some connection, and they should be focused on providing support
to the most vulnerable. You are welcome to send ideas to the church office
(office@genevalutheran.ch), and they will be forwarded to the sharing group for
consideration.
Cover image:
Moyers, Mike. Israel, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library,
Nashville, TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57141

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva, English-Speaking Congregation
20, rue Verdaine / CH-1204 Geneva, Switzerland
www.genevalutheran.church
office@genevalutheran.ch + 022 310 50 89 + pastor@genevalutheran.ch
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This Week’s Schedule:
Thursday, 20 Oct
Sunday, 23 Oct

19h30
10h00
11h00
13h15

Choir rehearsal
Church school
Worship on Twentieth Sunday after
Pentecost
ESC Council meeting

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 9h00–17h00; Fridays noon–16h00

Our church is enGrely self-supporGng. We count on our members and visitors
to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in cash
through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars made out to
“Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo portion, please write
GMG 0858. There are payment slips at the back of the church if you would like to
offer your support through our PostFinance or Credit Suisse accounts. Thank you
very much! Bank details below:
Credit Suisse
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number 226749-71
Clearing Number 4835
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0
BIC/SWIFT CRESCHZZ12A

PostFinance
The English-Speaking Congregation of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Geneva
Account Number 12-9677-6
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC POFICHBEXXX

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church
office.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

If you are a guest in our congregaGon this morning, please fill out the
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor
or one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any
questions you might have about our congregation.
ELCG Connection Card
Name
Phone
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Email
Comments
New to Geneva? Y/N

Date
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