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THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

We are followers of Jesus, seeking God’s jus6ce, peace, and grace 
in personal and common witness. 

Our hope each Sunday is to go out of God’s house with good courage into 
our diverse jobs and obligations—with family, civil society, government, 

business and education. We pray for the peace and well-being of all peoples. 
The Gospel calls us wherever we are to use our time and talents for others 

and for the common good.
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

If you are worshipping with us for the first Gme or if 
you have been here before and would like to know more 
about our community, please fill out a connection card. 
You can scan this QR code to submit one online, or you 
can fill out the card on the back of the bulletin and place 
it in the offering basket or give it to one of the ushers. 

We are glad you are here—welcome!

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning: 
Reader: Kieran O’Dowd
Prayer leader: Fulata Moyo
Altar care: Marian Frerichs
Assisting minister: Elieshi Mungure, Nyambura Njoroge
Ushers: Nilsson-Uribe Torres family
Flowers: Nyambura Njoroge
Church School: André du Plessis, Pia Hannewald, Ritu Suna
Offering counters: Monika Herder, Ngoni Hove
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group D
Videography: Ray Woodcock





Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89         

Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        
www.genevalutheran.ch 

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis   
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost + 25 September 2022
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Peru

Welcome

Prelude    Regine Kummer

Greeting

We gather in Christ's household, Christ's economy, 
where the rich are warned rather than rewarded, 
and the poor receive what they need. 
The table of grace refuses to give wealth and power privileged place,
offering instead the bread of life without money or price, 
the cup of salvation, 
poured out for prisoner as well as priest, 
for fishermen and shepherds as well as queens. 
We are called together to worship God, 
who through change and chance guides us, 
whose wisdom leads us to the hope of life worth living.



Hymn                      All my hope on God is founded

Call to Prayer

Prayer of Confession
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Prayer of Confession     A ti, Señor, te pedimos verse 1

Have mercy on us, God, 
for we have heard the law of Moses and the words of the prophets, but 
our hearts continue to protect us from sharing. 
We make excuses: we don't love money, 
therefore our money is not the root of all evil. 
Have mercy on us. 
We almost trip over the poor, the homeless, the addicted, the unstable. 
We can't help them all, so we too often fail at helping any. 
Have mercy on us. 

                                           A ti, Señor, te pedimos verse 2

We are better at building towers than forming communities 
in which the rich find the grace to choose to become poor, 
so the poor might rejoice in having food and clothing.
We are better at raising up temples
than gathering the rich and poor together.
Have mercy on us. 
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                                           A ti, Señor, te pedimos verse 3
Words of Grace

Gloria   

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.   
And also with you.

The Old Testament Reading Amos 6:1a, 4-7

Alas for those who are at ease in Zion, and for those who feel secure on 
Mount Samaria, the notables of the first of the nations, to whom the 
house of Israel resorts! Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory, and 
lounge on their couches, and eat lambs from the flock, and calves from 
the stall; who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp, and like David 
improvise on instruments of music; who drink wine from bowls, and 
anoint themselves with the finest oils, but are not grieved over the ruin 
of Joseph! Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, and the 
revelry of the loungers shall pass away. 

4



The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 146

Praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
I will praise the LORD as long as I live;
   I will sing praises to my God all my life long. 
Do not put your trust in princes,
   in mortals, in whom there is no help. 
When their breath departs, they return to the earth;
   on that very day their plans perish. 
 Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
   whose hope is in the LORD their God, 
who made heaven and earth,
   the sea, and all that is in them;
who keeps faith for ever;
    who executes justice for the oppressed;
   who gives food to the hungry. 
The LORD sets the prisoners free;
    the LORD opens the eyes of the blind.
The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;
   the LORD loves the righteous. 
The LORD watches over the strangers;
   he upholds the orphan and the widow,
   but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 
The LORD will reign for ever,
   your God, O Zion, for all generations.
Praise the LORD! 

Epistle Reading 1 Timothy 6:6-19

Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; 
for we brought nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of 
it; but if we have food and clothing, we will be content with these. But 
those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many 
senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and 

5



destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in 
their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and 
pierced themselves with many pains. 

But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness. Fight the good fight of the 
faith; take hold of the eternal life, to which you were called and for 
which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.  
In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, 
who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I 
charge you to keep the commandment without spot or blame until the 
manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, which he will bring about at the 
right time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings 
and Lord of lords. It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in 
unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see; to him be 
honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 

As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be 
haughty, or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on 
God who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. They are 
to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, thus 
storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the 
future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia    

Gospel Reading Luke 16:19-31
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The Gospel according to Luke, chapter 16.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said]: ‘There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine 
linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor 
man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to satisfy his 
hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would 
come and lick his sores. The poor man died and was carried away by the 
angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. In 
Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham 
far away with Lazarus by his side. He called out, “Father Abraham, have 
mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and 
cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.” But Abraham said, 
“Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your good 
things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted 
here, and you are in agony. Besides all this, between you and us a great 
chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to 
you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.” He said, 
“Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father’s house— for I have 
five brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not also come 
into this place of torment.” Abraham replied, “They have Moses and the 
prophets; they should listen to them.” He said, “No, father Abraham; but 
if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.” He said to 
him, “If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they 
be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.” ’ 

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Alleluia    

Sermon Andy Willis
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Hymn                              Through all the world

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father 
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

8



the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

God in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Passing the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

The Gathering of Gifts     Convite ao compromisso Choir
After a poem by Elsa Tamez:  Costra Rica.   Music, Flavio Irala:  Brazil

1. Come for celebrating the supper of the Lord. 
Together we will bake an enormous loaf of bread. 

We make wine that overflows like in Cana long ago. 
Refrain:  Surely the women won't forget the salt; 

and the men will gladly bring the yeast. 
Let's send out many invitations to the blind, the wounded, the outcast, the 

poor. 

2. Quickly we should follow the recipe of Christ. 
Together we will knead the dough with loving hands. 

We will watch with joyful eyes the rising of the bread.   Refrain

3. So this very day we celebrate. Jesus meets us face to face. 
Now as Christ's own body we commit our lives to God's kingdom. 
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Offertory                      Bendice, Señor nuestro pan

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

Preface

Sanctus                              Santo, santo, santo
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Eucharistic Prayer  

Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution  

Remembering

At this table there is no place of honor, but all are invited to eat the 
bread offered without money, without price.  All are invited to receive 
the body and blood of Christ, present with us as we share.
We proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Prayer to the Holy Spirit

The Lord’s Prayer In our many languages

Agnus Dei                           Cordeiro de Deus
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Communion

Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people are welcome and invited 
to his feast. Please take an empty cup from one of the round tables before 

coming to the altar platform: take a light-colored cup if you wish to receive 
grape juice or a dark-colored one if you wish to receive wine. After being 
served, place your cup on one of the side tables before returning to your 

seat. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

Songs during Communion  

Eat this bread, drink this cup

13



14



En medio de la vida
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El amor de Cristo mueve al mundo

Sending Prayer

Benediction
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Announcements and Welcoming Visitors

Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Next Sunday, 2 October – Worship at 17h30 
On the first Sunday of each month, our congregation holds its worship service at 
17h30 instead of 11h00. So please remember that next Sunday, 2 October, worship 
will take place in the evening—we hope to see you there.

CongregaGonal Visit to Taizé - Saturday 1 October 
On Saturday, 1 October, there will be a congregational visit to the ecumenical 
community of Taizé (located about two hours from Geneva, in Burgundy, France). 
We will travel by coach bus and spend several hours at Taizé--attending noontime 
prayers, eating lunch, meeting with one of the brothers, and taking time for 
individual and group reflection. We'll depart from Geneva around 8h00 and return 
around 18h00--cost is Chf 25 per person, plus a contribution to Taizé for lunch. 
Please register soon if you'd like to join! To register, please use this online form, 
or a paper form available at the church:
https://forms.gle/2vNC35msPsXQ1PJu5

Church School – Sundays at 10h00  
Following a break for the summer, church school is now back in session! We meet 
each Sunday morning from 10h until 10h45, in person on the top floor of the 
church (though we will not meet on the first Sunday of each month, when the 
worship service takes place in the evening). All kids ages 3-11 are welcome to join. 
We look forward to the new year together!

Please note – Since 2 October is the first Sunday of the month, church school 
will not meet on this day.

We are still looking for additional teachers and teaching assistants this year. If 
you’re interested in teaching 1-2 times per month, please contact Natalie and Chad 
Rimmer, or the church office.
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ConfirmaGon Classes StarGng Soon 
During the academic year, our congregation offers confirmation classes for young 
people—an opportunity to study key topics of the Bible and Christian faith and to 
begin claiming the faith as one’s own. Students typically begin classes at around 13 
or 14 years old, though there is room for flexibility when it comes to ages. This 
year’s classes will be beginning shortly—if your son or daughter is interested in 
joining this year, please contact Andy Willis at pastor@genevalutheran.ch or 079 
544 70 12.

Choir Rehearsal – Thursdays at 19h30 
After a break over the summer months, choir rehearsals have resumed. The choir of 
the English-Speaking Congregation is open to anyone—we practice each week on 
Thursdays at 19h30 and prepare music for the coming Sunday. You are free to 
come and sing whenever you are available—no experience necessary!

Interested in Joining the English-Speaking CongregaGon? 
Membership in our congregation is simple, a way of claiming this as your home 
church in Geneva for however long you are here. You can still retain membership 
in a church in your home country if you wish. If you’d like to learn more about 
joining the congregation as a member, please contact the church office or Andy 
Willis soon. We plan to receive new members shortly and will hold an orientation 
session in the coming weeks.

Serving Weekly Coffee Hour 
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship in the church garden 
each Sunday. Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups:

2 October – Group E 9 October – Group A
16 October – Group B 23 October – Group C  

If you can help on a week when your group is assigned,
please let your group’s coordinator know.

Interreligious Calendars Available for Purchase 
The new Calendrier des Religions 2022/23 on the theme “« Les animaux et le sacré 
– Mythes, symboles et rites » is available after worship on Sunday (price: 12 CHF). 
It is very good interreligious resource being produced in Suisse Romande, initiated 
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by the Plateforme Interreligieuse de Genève. You can find further information on 
the calendar here:
https://interreligieux.ch/wp/calendrier-des-religions/

Do You Have a Standing Order ContribuGon to the Church? Please Review 
it Now 
Many members of our congregation make regular contributions to the church as 
standing orders with their banks. If you give in this way, please review your 
standing order in the coming weeks. Switzerland is discontinuing the use of the 
longstanding pink and orange slips (bulletins de versement) on 30 September and 
switching to new payment slips containing a QR code. This change will affect 
some standing orders. 
• If you originally created your standing order without a pink slip, no action is 

necessary; your order should remain valid.
• If you originally created your standing order using a pink slip, you need to 

cancel that order and start a new one. To create your new standing order, you 
can either use a new payment slip for one of the church's accounts, or you can 
simply use the IBAN for one of the English-Speaking Congregation accounts. 
You’ll find new slips and current IBANs at: https://genevalutheran.church/
giving/

• If you aren't sure whether you used a pink slip or not, please cancel your old 
standing order and enter a new one using one of the methods above.

If you have any questions about your giving, please contact the office—we’d be 
glad to help! Your giving is very important, and we appreciate your taking the time 
to ensure that it continues without interruption in the season ahead.
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Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way 
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at: 

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/

Cover image:
Photo by Elaine Casap on Unsplash

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva, English-Speaking Congregation
20, rue Verdaine / CH-1204 Geneva, Switzerland

www.genevalutheran.church
office@genevalutheran.ch + 022 310 50 89 + pastor@genevalutheran.ch 
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This Week’s Schedule:  

Thursday, 29 Sept 19h30 Choir rehearsal
Saturday, 1 Oct Congregational retreat at Taizé
Sunday, 2 Oct  17h30 Worship on Seventeenth Sunday after 

Pentecost

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 9h00–17h00; Fridays noon–16h00
 

Our church is enGrely self-supporGng. We count on our members and visitors 
to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in cash 
through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars made out to 
“Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo portion, please write 
GMG 0858. There are payment slips at the back of the church if you would like to 
offer your support through our PostFinance or Credit Suisse accounts. Thank you 
very much! Bank details below:

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the 
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church 
office.
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  
If you are a guest in our congregaGon this morning, please fill out the 
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor 
or one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any 
questions you might have about our congregation.

ELCG Connection Card
Name 
Phone 
 Email

Credit Suisse
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number  226749-71
Clearing Number  4835
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0
BIC/SWIFT  CRESCHZZ12A

PostFinance
The English-Speaking Congregation of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Geneva
Account Number 12-9677-6
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC POFICHBEXXX
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Comments  

New to Geneva?  Y/N Date 
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