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THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

We are church with open arms,  
where each person is welcome in God’s all-inclusive love. 

Jesus shared God’s gracious love with all people, and we seek to follow this 
example. People of any economic status, marital or family situation, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, or ability are welcome to full participation in 

our congregation. We honor the unique gifts of each.
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

If you are worshipping with us for the first Gme or if 
you have been here before and would like to know more 
about our community, please fill out a connection card. 
You can scan this QR code to submit one online, or you 
can fill out the card on the back of the bulletin and place 
it in the offering basket or give it to one of the ushers. 

We are glad you are here—welcome!

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning: 
Reader: Adam Talsma
Prayer leader: Dinesh Suna
Altar care: Seng Ra Marit, Mee Ji
Assisting minister: Marc de Chassey
Ushers: Eva de Chassey, Valerie Marinoni
Flowers: Vivienne Talsma
Offering counters: Ngoni Hove, Monika Herder
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group B
Videography: Ray Woodcock





Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89         

Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        
www.genevalutheran.ch 

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis   
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost + 11 September 2022

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Ghana, Nigeria

Welcome

Prelude    Regine Kummer

Greeting

We worship God on the lookout, 
actively searching for those missing, 
not waiting for the lost to find their way back into the fold, 
but searching in the cold of night for whoever is astray. 
We praise the God of grace, 
unresting with mercy, not wasting any life, 
the God whose glory is found in loving the unlovely,
whose joy is the turning that leads to what is whole.



Hymn                   Immortal, invisible God only wise

Prayer of Confession Psalm 51:1-11

Have mercy upon me, O God,
according to your steadfast love,
in your great compassion
blot out my offenses.

Sung Response                         Kyrie eleison

Wash me through and through from my wickedness,
and cleanse me from my sin.
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For I know my offenses,
and my sin is ever before me.
Against you only, have I sinned, 
and done what is evil in your sight: 
so you are justified when you speak, 
and right in your judgment.
Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness,
a sinner from my mother's womb.

Sung Response                         Kyrie eleison

Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me: 
and would have me know wisdom deep within.
Remove my sins with hyssop, 
and I shall be clean: 
wash me, and I shall be purer than snow.

Sung Response                         Kyrie eleison

Let me hear joy and gladness; 
that the body you have broken may rejoice.
Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my wickedness.
Create in me a clean heart, O God; 
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence, 
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.  Amen.

Sung Response                         Kyrie eleison
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Words of Grace 

Hymn of Praise  How excellent is your name, oh Lord

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.   
And also with you.

Epistle Reading 1 Timothy 1:12-17

I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, 
because he judged me faithful and appointed me to his service, even 
though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of 
violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in 
unbelief, and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and 
love that are in Christ Jesus. The saying is sure and worthy of full 
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acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of 
whom I am the foremost. But for that very reason I received mercy, so 
that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost 
patience, making me an example to those who would come to believe in 
him for eternal life. To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the 
only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia                             Alleluya Y'in Oluwa

Gospel Reading Luke 15:1-10

The Gospel according to Luke chapter 15.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Now all the tax-collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to 
[Jesus]. And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, 
‘This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.’ 

So he told them this parable: ‘Which one of you, having a hundred 
sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the 
wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? When he has 
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found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes 
home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, 
“Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.” Just so, I 
tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents 
than over ninety-nine righteous people who need no repentance. 

‘Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does 
not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 
When she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, 
saying, “Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.” Just 
so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one 
sinner who repents.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Andy Willis

Hymn                    There's a wideness in God's mercy
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father 
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

God in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Passing the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
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Gathering of Gifts                Mungu Ni Pendo  

1.  God is love, he loves people. God is love, he loves me. 
Refrain:  Listen to my joy. God is love, he loves me. 

2. I was lost in sin. I was a slave of Satan. 
3.  Then Jesus redeemed me. He gave me freedom. 

4.  Because of this I serve him. I praise him all my days.

Offertory                      Ezi Chukwu nara aja anya
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The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
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Preface

Sanctus                                 Sanctus, sanctus

Eucharistic Prayer  

Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution  

Remembering

We come to this table without any claims except that Jesus Christ is 
looking for us, and rejoicing that we are here. This bread becomes for us 
the body of Christ. And this wine becomes for us the blood of Christ. 
We proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Prayer to the Holy Spirit
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The Lord’s Prayer In our many languages

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen.

Agnus Dei                       Jesus, O Lamb of God

Communion

Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people are welcome and invited 
to his feast. Please take an empty cup from one of the center tables before 
coming to the altar platform: take a light-colored cup if you wish to receive 
grape juice or a dark-colored one if you wish to receive wine. After being 
served, place your cup on one of the side tables before returning to your 
seat. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

Songs during Communion 
We are coming, Lord, to the table
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Ohole ya Jesus iwa
Those from Namibia are invited to sing the leader part, 

and the congregation responds.
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Nothing is lost

Sending Prayer

Benediction

Announcements and Welcoming Visitors

Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
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Thanks be to God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
ReGrement RecepGon for Terry MacArthur Today 
When Terry retired as our music director in January of 2021, we were deep in the 
pandemic and unable to gather in person to thank him for his years of service in the 
congregation. Today there will be a long-overdue retirement reception following 
the worship service—all are welcome to join!

Choir Rehearsals Resume this week – 15 September 
After a break over the summer months, choir rehearsals will resume this Thursday 
at 19h30. The choir of the English-Speaking Congregation is open to anyone—we 
practice on Thursday evenings each week and prepare music for the coming 
Sunday. You are free to come and sing whenever you are available—no experience 
necessary!

Church School Breakfast on 18 September 
Church school resumes in person on the 18th of September. We will kick off our 
new year together with a pancake breakfast and activities for the whole family 
before church services. Plan to come join us from 9h45! More details to follow 
about this event and the schedule for the coming term. We are excited to see 
everyone again!

ConfirmaGon Classes Start this Month 
During the academic year, our congregation offers confirmation classes for young 
people—an opportunity to study key topics of the Bible and Christian faith and to 
begin claiming the faith as one’s own. Students typically begin classes at around 13 
or 14 years old, though there is room for flexibility when it comes to ages. This 
year’s classes will be beginning shortly—if your son or daughter is interested in 
joining this year, please contact Andy Willis at pastor@genevalutheran.ch or 079 
544 70 12.

CongregaGonal Visit to Taizé - Saturday 1 October 
On Saturday, 1 October, there will be a congregational visit to the ecumenical 
community of Taizé (located about two hours from Geneva, in Burgundy, France). 
We will travel by coach bus and spend several hours at Taizé--attending noontime 
prayers, eating lunch, meeting with one of the brothers, and taking time for 
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individual and group reflection. We'll depart from Geneva around 8h00 and return 
around 18h00--cost is Chf 25 per person, plus a contribution to Taizé for lunch. 
Please register soon if you'd like to join! To register, please use this online form, 
or a paper form available at the church:
https://forms.gle/2vNC35msPsXQ1PJu5

 
Interested in Joining the English-Speaking CongregaGon? 
Membership in our congregation is simple, a way of claiming this as your home 
church in Geneva for however long you are here. You can still retain membership 
in a church in your home country if you wish. If you’d like to learn more about 
joining the congregation as a member, please contact the church office or Andy 
Willis soon. We plan to receive new members shortly and will hold an orientation 
session in the coming weeks.

Serving Weekly Coffee Hour 
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship in the church garden 
each Sunday. Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups:

18 September – Group C 25 September – Group D
  2 October – Group E   9 October – A

If you can help on a week when your group is assigned,
please let your group’s coordinator know.

Do You Have a Standing Order ContribuGon to the Church? Please Review 
it Now 
Many members of our congregation make regular contributions to the church as 
standing orders with their banks. If you give in this way, please review your 
standing order in the coming weeks. Switzerland is discontinuing the use of the 
longstanding pink and orange slips (bulletins de versement) on 30 September and 
switching to new payment slips containing a QR code. This change will affect 
some standing orders.
• If you originally created your standing order without a pink slip, no action is 

necessary; your order should remain valid.
• If you originally created your standing order using a pink slip, you need to 

cancel that order and start a new one. To create your new standing order, you 
can either use a new payment slip for one of the church's accounts, or you can 
simply use the IBAN for one of the English-Speaking Congregation accounts. 
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You’ll find new slips and current IBANs at: https://genevalutheran.church/
giving/

• If you aren't sure whether you used a pink slip or not, please cancel your old 
standing order and enter a new one using one of the methods above.

If you have any questions about your giving, please contact the office—we’d be 
glad to help! Your giving is very important, and we appreciate your taking the time 
to ensure that it continues without interruption in the season ahead.
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Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way 
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at: 

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/

Cover image:
JESUS MAFA. The good shepherd,

from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=48288

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva, English-Speaking Congregation
20, rue Verdaine / CH-1204 Geneva, Switzerland

www.genevalutheran.church
office@genevalutheran.ch + 022 310 50 89 + pastor@genevalutheran.ch 
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This Week’s Schedule:  

Thursday, 15 Sept 19h30 Choir rehearsal
Sunday, 18 Sept   9h45 Church school pancake breakfast

11h00 Worship on Fifteenth Sunday after 
Pentecost

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 9h00–17h00; Fridays noon–16h00
 

Our church is enGrely self-supporGng. We count on our members and visitors 
to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in cash 
through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars made out to 
“Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo portion, please write 
GMG 0858. There are payment slips at the back of the church if you would like to 
offer your support through our PostFinance or Credit Suisse accounts. Thank you 
very much! Bank details below:

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the 
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church 
office.
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  
If you are a guest in our congregaGon this morning, please fill out the 
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor 
or one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any 
questions you might have about our congregation.

ELCG Connection Card
Name 
Phone 
 Email

Credit Suisse
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number  226749-71
Clearing Number  4835
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0
BIC/SWIFT  CRESCHZZ12A

PostFinance
The English-Speaking Congregation of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Geneva
Account Number 12-9677-6
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC POFICHBEXXX
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Comments  

New to Geneva?  Y/N Date 
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