EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF GENEVA
NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00

7 AUGUST 2022

THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG
WELCOMES YOU!
We are a congrega*on where music, liturgy, and prayer
reﬂect the richness of the global church.
We gather each week for worship that is both firmly rooted in the ancient
forms and traditions of Christian liturgy and attuned to contemporary
concerns. We encounter the good news of Jesus in scripture, in song, in the
sacraments, and in the gathered community. The Ecumenical Prayer Cycle
shapes our weekly worship, leading us to pray for and sing songs from
different parts of the world.
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

If you are worshipping with us for the ﬁrst Gme or if
you have been here before and would like to know more
about our community, please fill out a connection card.
You can scan this QR code to submit one online, or you
can fill out the card on the back of the bulletin and place
it in the offering basket or give it to one of the ushers.
We are glad you are here—welcome!

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:
Guest Preacher & Presider: Rev. Dr. Elaine Neuenfeldt
Reader: Shell Breidy
Prayer leader: Dinesh Suna
Altar care: Marian Frerichs
Assisting ministers: André du Plessis, Ana Villanueva
Ushers: Kerstin Kollander, Valerie Marinoni
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation
Offering counters: Johnny Camaddo, Penuel Kiondo Zanetti
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group B
Videography: Gareth Kit, Ray Woodcock

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation
20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89
Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch
office@genevalutheran.ch
www.genevalutheran.ch

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost + 7 August 2022
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle:
Cameroon, Central African Republic, Equatorial Guinea
Guest Presider and Preacher: Rev. Dr. Elaine Neuenfeldt

Welcome
Prelude

Poem Op 32 No 1 by Alexander Scriabin Terry MacArthur

Greeting
We come together as refugees,
strangers and foreigners seeking a homeland not built on ancestry or
ancient claims,
desiring a better country whose basis is the Spirit of Jesus Christ,
discerning by faith the promise that God's realm is near,
that goodness triumphs over injustice,
that we can love boldly without fear.
We look to the city God is preparing for us,
and learn to live in freedom, in the life of God's new day.

Hymn

Let us hope

Call to Prayer
Prayer of Confession
God, whose will is to give us your kingdom,
when we are more occupied with anxiety than thanksgiving,
more hunkered down than living by grace,
more attuned to ourselves than to loving our neighbor,
forgive us.
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Sung Response

Jamée ma

verse 1

When fears don't let go and hold us bound,
turning us round and round,
until we become dizzy with all we cannot solve,
revolving endlessly as if lost in a trance of worry,
save us.
Sung Response

Jamée ma

verse 2

When whole societies feel they are left exposed,
and hunger for security exalts those misusing power,
turn our hearts towards your treasure,
a realm of justice and peace
for the sharing of the common good.
Prepare us for your heavenly city,
where the nations are healed,
where the life is worth the living
where death is overcome
through the cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Sung Response

Jamée ma
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verse 3

Words of Grace
Hymn of Praise

Amina lele

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Old Testament Reading

Genesis 15:1-6

After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision,
‘Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very
great.’ But Abram said, ‘O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I
continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?’
And Abram said, ‘You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born
in my house is to be my heir.’ But the word of the LORD came to him,
‘This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall
be your heir.’ He brought him outside and said, ‘Look towards heaven
and count the stars, if you are able to count them.’ Then he said to him,
‘So shall your descendants be.’ And he believed the LORD; and the
LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 33:12-22
Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord,
the people whom God has chosen as God’s heritage.
The Lord looks down from heaven;
and sees all humankind.
From where God sits enthroned
God watches all the inhabitants of the earth—
God who fashions the hearts of them all,
observes all their deeds.
A king is not saved by his great army;
a warrior is not delivered by his great strength.
The war horse is a vain hope for victory,
and by its great might it cannot save.
Truly the eye of the Lord is on those who fear God,
on those who hope in God’s steadfast love,
to deliver their soul from death,
and to keep them alive in famine.
Our soul waits for the Lord;
God is our help and shield.
Our heart is glad in God,
because we trust in God’s holy name.
Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us,
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even as we hope in you.
Epistle Reading

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things
not seen. Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we
understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that
what is seen was made from things that are not visible.
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that
he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where
he was going. By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been
promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob,
who were heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to
the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. By
faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too old—
and Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him faithful who
had promised. Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead,
descendants were born, ‘as many as the stars of heaven and as the
innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.’
All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from
a distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were
strangers and foreigners on the earth, for people who speak in this way
make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking
of the land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to
return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one.
Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has
prepared a city for them.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia

Gospel Reading

Luke 12:32-40

The Gospel according to Luke chapter 12.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said: ‘Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good
pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms.
Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in
heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
‘Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are
waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they
may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. Blessed are
those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you,
he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come
and serve them. If he comes during the middle of the night, or near
dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.
‘But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the
thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. You
also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected
hour.’
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia
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Sermon

Elaine Neuenfeldt
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Hymn

Sustenutos e harmonia
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Prayers of Intercession
God in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Passing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Gathering of Gifts

Have no fear little flock

Have no fear little flock; have no fear little flock
for the Father has chosen to give you the kingdom; have no fear little flock!
Have good cheer, little flock; have good cheer, little flock,
for your Father and Mother will keep you forever; have good cheer, little
flock!
Praise the Lord, high above: praise the Lord, near with love,
for God stoops down to heal you, uplift and restore you;
praise the Lord, high above!
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Offertory

Tout est fait pour la gloire de Dieu

1. All are made for the glory of God.
Everything depends on what you have done.
2. Life is for the glory of God.
3. The worship service is for the glory of God.
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Preface
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For the worlds prepared by your word,
for the things visible and invisible and for their connectedness,
for the mystical mingling of proteins, water and air that enable us to be
created human,
we give you thanks.
For our ancestors in the faith,
who trusted the future they did not see,
for Sarah and Abraham, for Ruth and Isaiah,
for Elijah and the widow of Zarephath,
we honor you as they direct us to your way.
For martyrs and saints,
who sought the treasure that does not rust or decay,
who conquered their fears so they might live your love.
With them and with all your people of every time and place,
we join in the ongoing, eternal hymn of praise
Sanctus

You are holy
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Eucharistic Prayer
Words of Institution
Remembering
At this table, faith sees the treasure worth tasting.
In the bread, Christ's body. In the wine, Christ's blood.
We proclaim the mystery of faith.
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Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Prayer to the Holy Spirit
The Lord’s Prayer

In our many languages

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
Agnus Dei

Oi Jumalan

Communion
Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people are welcome and invited to his
feast. Please take an empty cup from one of the center tables before coming to the
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altar platform: take a light-colored cup if you wish to receive grape juice or a
dark-colored one if you wish to receive wine. After being served, place your cup on
one of the side tables before returning to your seat. Gluten-free wafers are
available upon request.

Songs during Communion

Come, let us eat

Mun gode

Comment ne pas te louer
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Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements and Welcoming Visitors
Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Summer Bible Study – Sundays Before Worship
A weekly Bible study on Sunday mornings at 10h00 is being led by Andy Willis,
Judy Davis, and Fulata Moyo. We'll be looking at the texts for worship, largely
from the Gospel of Luke and the letter to the Colossians. This will be a time for
digging deeply into scripture and enjoying one another's company. Most weeks we
will meet in the Gemeinderaum. You're welcome to join as often as you like or to
just drop in for a week when you have time--all are welcome!

Oﬀering a Song or Piece of Music in Worship this Summer
Do you have a song or piece of music you'd like to share with the community in
worship? Members will be sharing musical offerings as part of Sunday worship
during the months of July and August. If you would like to participate, please
contact Regine Kummer: regine.kummer@gmail.com.

Serving Weekly Coﬀee Hour
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship in the church garden
each Sunday. Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups:
14 August – Group C
21 August – Group D
28 August – Group E
4 September – Group A
If you can help on a week when your group is assigned,
please let your group’s coordinator know.

Centering Prayer Group on Hold this Summer
The weekly Centering Prayer group is now on hold for the remainder of July and
August. We expect meetings to resume in September.

Baby Items Available
The de Chassey family has baby equipment to give away – playpen, baby bath,
baby chair, etc. For more information, contact Filipa de Chassey.

Summer Concerts at the ELCG
This will be the last week of daily concerts (from 12h30 to 13h30) at the ELCG,
with the final concert on Saturday 13 August. These concerts are organized by
Musique et Vie, a local charitable organization. All are free and open to the public,
and this year’s freewill offering will be given to support Ukrainian and Russian
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students at the Haute Ecole de Musique (HEM) Genève-Neuchâtel. The full
schedule of concerts is available online:
https://musique-vie.ch/concerts-dete-2022/

Hymnals Available this Morning
Our congregation no longer has use for a number of hymnals which were once
regularly used for weekly worship. You are welcome to take a copy of Thuma
Mina, the Lutheran Book of Worship, or Agape for your personal use. Do NOT
take the German hymnbooks.

Thank You for Your Generosity
Generous contributions from members and friends enable our community to
continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of God’s love near and
far. Your support remains essential to our ministry together. Please continue to give
as you are able this season—details are on our website: https://
genevalutheran.church/giving/

Andy Willis on VacaGon
From now through 10 August, Andy Willis will be on vacation. For pastoral
concerns during this time, please contact the church office or Rev. Terry
MacArthur: 079 652 32 96.
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Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at:
https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/

Cover image:
https://www.guideposts.org/faith-and-prayer/bible-verses/fear

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva, English-Speaking Congregation
20, rue Verdaine / CH-1204 Geneva, Switzerland
www.genevalutheran.church
office@genevalutheran.ch + 022 310 50 89 + pastor@genevalutheran.ch
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This Week’s Schedule:
Sunday, 14 August

10h00
11h00

Summer Bible study
Worship on Tenth Sunday after
Pentecost

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 9h00–17h00; Fridays noon–16h00

Our church is enGrely self-supporGng. We count on our members and visitors
to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in cash
through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars made out to
“Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo portion, please write
GMG 0858. There are post transfer slips at the back of the church if you would like
to offer your support through our Post Account. Thank you very much! Bank and
PostFinance details below:
Credit Suisse
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number 226749-71
Clearing Number 4835
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0
BIC/SWIFT CRESCHZZ12A

PostFinance
The English-Speaking Congregation of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Geneva
Account Number 12-9677-6
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC POFICHBEXXX

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church
office.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

If you are a guest in our congregaGon this morning, please fill out the
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor
or one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any
questions you might have about our congregation.
ELCG Connection Card
Name
Phone
Email
Comments
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New to Geneva? Y/N

Date
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