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THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

We are a parish of many cultures and tradi4ons,  
with deep Lutheran roots and wide ecumenical branches. 

Geneva is a crossroads city and our doors are open to people from all over 
the world. About half of our members come from Presbyterian, Methodist, 
Baptist, Catholic, Anglican and other traditions, and half have Lutheran 

links. The Lutheran Church of Geneva was started by German expatriates in 
the 18th century, and the English-Speaking Congregation was formed in the 

1950s after the World Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation, 
World YWCA and United Nations agencies opened offices in Geneva.

Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

If you are worshipping with us for the first Gme or if 
you have been here before and would like to know more 
about our community, please fill out a connection card. 
You can scan this QR code to submit one online, or you 
can fill out the card on the back of the bulletin and place 
it in the offering basket or give it to one of the ushers. 

We are glad you are here—welcome!

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning: 
Reader: Clare Duran
Prayer leader: Maureen Gumbe
Altar care: Fulata Moyo
Assisting ministers: Natalie Rimmer, Maarten Wilbers
Ushers: Naomi Mungure, Ana Shimakela
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation
Offering counters: Penuel Kiondo Zanetti, Ngoni Hove
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group E
Videography: Gareth Kit, Ray Woodcock





Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89         

Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        
www.genevalutheran.ch 

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis   
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost + 28 August 2022

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: 
Cape Verde, Gambia, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Senegal

Welcome   

Prelude       Regine Kummer                                                  

Greeting

Here, in the name of Jesus Christ, mutual love continues. 
Here we say with confidence, 
"The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid." 
Here we entertain angels unawares. 
Here the outcast and stranger bear the image of God's face. 
Here we see the possibilities of life freed from the love of money. 
Here we build a house of hope, dreams, and visions, a vault of grace.



Hymn                                   All are welcome
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Psalm 112

Praise the LORD! 
Praise the LORD! 
Happy are those who fear the LORD, 
who greatly delight in God’s commandments.
Their descendants will be mighty in the land; 
the generation of the upright will be blessed.
Wealth and riches are in their houses, 
and their righteousness endures forever.
They rise in the darkness as a light for the upright; 
they are gracious, merciful, and righteous.
they are gracious, merciful, and righteous.
It is well with those who deal generously and lend, 
who conduct their affairs with justice,
For the righteous will never be moved; 
they will be remembered forever.
They are not afraid of evil tidings; 
their hearts are firm, secure in the LORD,
Their hearts are steady, they will not be afraid.

In the end they will look in triumph on their foes.
They have distributed freely, they have given to the poor; 
their righteousness endures forever; 
their horn is exalted in honor.

The wicked see it and are angry; 
they gnash their teeth and melt away; 
the desire of the wicked comes to nothing.

Call to Prayer    

Prayer of Confession

God of grace and mercy, 
what keeps us from learning love? 
What distorts our view, 
so the lenses of status and power steal the light, 
leaving kindness and giving in the gray fog of what might be? 
What are we missing, 
that we so quickly forgo the good news 
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you bring in Jesus Christ? 
Forgive us the moments of selfishness, 
revealing how far we are from loving our neighbors as ourselves, 
the fracturing when we might have moved toward healing, 
the pride that hinders our kneeling in service to you 
and to those you put in our way. 
Turn us to following Jesus Christ, who leads us to life.

 
Sung Response         Toi, le Seigneur, prends pitié

You, O Lord, have mercy.   We pray for your peace.   

Words of Grace

Hymn of Praise              O ndama a hela Roog
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Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.   
And also with you.

Epistle Reading Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16

Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without 
knowing it. Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in 
prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you 
yourselves were being tortured. Let marriage be held in honor by all, 
and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will judge 
fornicators and adulterers. Keep your lives free from the love of money, 
and be content with what you have; for he has said, ‘I will never leave 
you or forsake you.’ So we can say with confidence,  ‘The Lord is my 
helper; I will not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?’ 

6



Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; 
consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. Jesus 
Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. Through him, then, 
let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of 
lips that confess his name. Do not neglect to do good and to share what 
you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia                             Alleluya Y'in Oluwa
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Gospel Reading Luke 14:1, 7-14

The Gospel according to Luke, chapter 14.
Glory to you, O Lord.

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the 
Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely.

When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them 
a parable. ‘When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do 
not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished 
than you has been invited by your host; and the host who invited both of 
you may come and say to you, “Give this person your place”, and then 
in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. But when you are 
invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host 
comes, he may say to you, “Friend, move up higher”; then you will be 
honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. For all who 
exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves 
will be exalted.’ 

He said also to the one who had invited him, ‘When you give a luncheon 
or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives 
or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would 
be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the 
lame, and the blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay 
you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Andy Willis
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Hymn                               We are God's people

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

9



He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father 
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

God in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Passing the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Gathering of Gifts               Ave Verum Corpus by Wolfgang A. Mozart
Bernice Dörig, voice / Christophe Gunther, piano

Ave verum corpus, natum de Maria Virgine,
   vere passum, immolatum in cruce pro homine
    cuius latus perforatum unda fluxit et sanguine,
     esto nobis praegustatum in mortis examine.

Hail, true Body, born of the Virgin Mary,
     having suffered, sacrificed on the cross for mankind,
  from whose pierced side water and blood flowed:

                Be for us a foretaste (of the Heavenly banquet) in the trial of 
death!

Offertory               Tout est fait pour la gloire de Dieu
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1.  All are made for the glory of God.  Everything depends on what you have done.
2.  Life is for the glory of God.   
3.  The worship service is for the glory of God.

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

Preface

Sanctus                                    You are holy
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Eucharistic Prayer

Words of Institution  

Remembering

We come to this table without any claims, 
except that Jesus Christ calls us to be near him.   
It is his body that is given and his blood that is poured out.  
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At his feast, he transforms sinners and outcasts 
into sisters and brothers in his love.   
We proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Prayer to the Holy Spirit

The Lord’s Prayer In our many languages

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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Agnus Dei                       Jesus, O Lamb of God

Communion

Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people are welcome and invited to his 
feast. Please take an empty cup from one of the center tables before coming to the 

altar platform: take a light-colored cup if you wish to receive grape juice or a 
dark-colored one if you wish to receive wine. After being served, place your cup on 

one of the side tables before returning to your seat. Gluten-free wafers are 
available upon request.

Songs during Communion 
We are coming, Lord, to the table
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Yeesu Kristaa'm gimanaa

             
El amor de Cristo mueve al mundo
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Sending Prayer

Benediction

Announcements and Welcoming Visitors

Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Next Sunday, 4 September – Worship at 17h30 with Potluck Following 
Starting this September, our worship service on the first Sunday of each month will 
be held at 17h30 instead of 11h00. The first evening service will take place next 
Sunday, 4 September—please remember the time change!

We plan to follow the service with a potluck picnic on the Terrasse Agrippa-
d'Aubigné, just across Rue de la Fontaine from the church. Please bring food to 
share! Those with family names A-L, please bring fruit or something sweet; those 
with names M-Z, please bring sandwiches or something savory.

Sunday 11 September – ReGrement RecepGon for Terry MacArthur 
When Terry retired as our music director in January of 2021, we were deep in the 
pandemic and unable to gather in person to thank him for his years of service in the 
congregation. On Sunday 11 September, there will be a long-overdue retirement 
reception following the worship service—all are welcome to join!

Save the Date – Church School Breakfast on 18 September 
Church school resumes in person on the 18th of September. We will kick off our 
new year together with a pancake breakfast and activities for the whole family 
before church services. Plan to come join us from 9h45! 

More details to follow about this event and the schedule for the coming term. We 
are excited to see everyone again!

BELK Study Day – 17 September in Geneva 
The Federation of Lutheran Churches in Switzerland (BELK), of which our church 
is a member, holds an annual study day, a time for congregations from throughout 
the country to come together for learning and fellowship. This year’s study day will 
take place in Geneva on Saturday, 17 September, and all are welcome to join:

• 10h45 – Meeting at Red Cross Museum
• 11h00 – Guided tours of the museum (in English and German)
• 13h00 – Lunch on the Bateau Genève
• 14h30 – Workshops at the Lutheran Church, followed by closing worship 

service (Fulata Moyo is offering a workshop in English)
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To register, please contact the church office (office@genevalutheran.ch) or 
complete this online form: https://forms.gle/1FHEZWSNeMz7tCr18. The deadline 
to register is 31 August.
 
Summer Bible Study Now Finished 
Our summer Bible study, looking at weekly worship texts each Sunday morning, is 
now finished. A new book study will start shortly—more information is on the way 
soon!

Serving Weekly Coffee Hour 
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship in the church garden 
each Sunday. Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups:

4 September at 17h30 – Group A 11 September – Group B
18 September – Group C 25 September – Group D

If you can help on a week when your group is assigned,
please let your group’s coordinator know.

Centering Prayer Group on Hold this Summer
The weekly Centering Prayer group is now on hold for the remainder of July and 
August. We expect meetings to resume in September.

Thank You for Your Generosity 
Generous contributions from members and friends enable our community to 
continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of God’s love near and 
far. Your support remains essential to our ministry together. Please continue to give 
as you are able this season—details are on our website: https://
genevalutheran.church/giving/

Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way 
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at: 
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This Week’s Schedule:  

Wed, 31 Aug 18h30 Church Council meeting at the church
Sunday, 4 Sept 17h30 Worship on Thirteenth Sunday after 

Pentecost

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 9h00–17h00; Fridays noon–16h00
 

Our church is enGrely self-supporGng. We count on our members and visitors 
to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in cash 
through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars made out to 
“Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo portion, please write 
GMG 0858. There are post transfer slips at the back of the church if you would like 
to offer your support through our Post Account. Thank you very much! Bank and 
PostFinance details below:

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the 
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church 
office.
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  
If you are a guest in our congregaGon this morning, please fill out the 
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor 
or one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any 
questions you might have about our congregation.

ELCG Connection Card
Name 
Phone 
 Email
Comments  

Credit Suisse
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number  226749-71
Clearing Number  4835
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0
BIC/SWIFT  CRESCHZZ12A

PostFinance
The English-Speaking Congregation of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Geneva
Account Number 12-9677-6
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC POFICHBEXXX
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New to Geneva?  Y/N Date 
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