EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF GENEVA
ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00

21 AUGUST 2022

THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG
WELCOMES YOU!
We are a community on the move,
discovering Christ together on the journey of faith.
We see Christianity as a path to be walked together—learning, serving,
praying, sharing, and growing alongside sisters and brothers. As we live and
practice our faith, we not only encounter a new community; we also find the
presence of God.
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

If you are worshipping with us for the ﬁrst Gme or if
you have been here before and would like to know more
about our community, please fill out a connection card.
You can scan this QR code to submit one online, or you
can fill out the card on the back of the bulletin and place
it in the offering basket or give it to one of the ushers.
We are glad you are here—welcome!

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:
Guest preacher and presider: Rev. Dr. Simone Sinn
Reader: Maureen Gumbe
Prayer leader: Fulata Moyo
Altar care: Penuel Kiondo Zanetti, Gladys Noko
Assisting ministers: Fulata Moyo, Elaine Neuenfeldt
Ushers: Neema Kitasho, Valerie Marinoni
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation
Offering counters: Penuel Kiondo Zanetti, Ray Woodcock
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group D
Videography: Gareth Kit, Ray Woodcock

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation
20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89
Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch
office@genevalutheran.ch
www.genevalutheran.ch

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost + 21 August 2022
Guest Preacher and Presider: Rev. Dr. Simone Sinn
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Liberia, Sierra Leone

Welcome
Prelude

Regine Kummer

Greeting
Let us give thanks.
We are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken.
Let us give thanks.
The mediator of the new covenant, Jesus Christ, sets us free from sin
and death.
Let us give thanks.
We offer to God an acceptable worship with reverence and awe.
Let us give thanks.
In the presence of the Spirit, we join the innumerable angels in festal
gathering,
singing praise to the Lord,
our health and salvation.

Hymn
1

Praise to the Lord

verse

from Psalm 103
Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.
Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and do not forget all God’s benefits—
who forgives all your iniquity,
who heals all your diseases,
who redeems your life from the grave,
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,
who satisfies your desires with good things
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.
Hymn
2

Praise to the Lord

2

verse

3

The LORD works vindication
and justice for all who are oppressed.
The LORD is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
Hymn
3

Praise to the Lord

verse

Bless the Lord, you angels,
you mighty ones who do God’s bidding
who obey the voice of God’s word.
Bless the Lord, all you hosts of God,
you servants who do God’s will.
Bless the Lord, all you works of God,
in all places where God rules;
bless the Lord, O my soul.
Hymn
4

Praise to the Lord

Call to Prayer

verse

Isaiah 58:9b-14

If you remove the yoke from among you,
the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
if you offer your food to the hungry
and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
then your light shall rise in the darkness
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and your gloom be like the noonday.
The LORD will guide you continually,
and satisfy your needs in parched places,
and make your bones strong;
and you shall be like a watered garden,
like a spring of water, whose waters never fail.
Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt;
you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;
you shall be called the repairer of the breach,
the restorer of streets to live in.
If you refrain from trampling the sabbath,
from pursuing your own interests on my holy day;
if you call the sabbath a delight
and the holy day of the LORD honorable;
if you honor it, not going your own ways,
serving your own interests, or pursuing your own affairs;
then you shall take delight in the LORD,
and I will make you ride upon the heights of the earth;
I will feed you with the heritage of your ancestor Jacob,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.
Prayer of Confession
God, in whom we take delight,
when we become part of the yoke that binds others
while we remain carefully blinded from the impact of what we do,
when pointed fingers dominate with angry screams,
when evil is not only spoken, but re-sent over and over,
when the hungry get ever closer to famine,
and the afflicted are blamed for their afflictions,
save us from the darkness that eclipses your light,
from the gloom that suffocates us, breathless in its doom and blight.
Heal us so we find our way to love,
which, like a garden watered with care, brings forth fruit,
which rebuilds what has been broken,
which lays out the street where truth can be spoken
and life becomes the dance, rejoicing in taking care,
sharing what we are and have,
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which honors you as we ride upon the heights of the earth
taking delight in your Beloved, Jesus Christ, love incarnate,
for us and for all humankind.
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Sung Response

Toi, le Seigneur, prends pitié

You, O Lord, have mercy. We pray for your peace.
Words of Grace
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Hymn of Praise

Ohole ya Jesus
Written for the Assembly of the WCC
Mrs. Ndahambelela Hertha, Mrs Hilma Mote, and Mrs. Ruusa Shindondola

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Epistle Reading

Hebrews 12:18-29

You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and
darkness, and gloom, and a tempest, and the sound of a trumpet, and a
voice whose words made the hearers beg that not another word be
spoken to them. (For they could not endure the order that was given, ‘If
even an animal touches the mountain, it shall be stoned to death.’
Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, ‘I tremble with
fear.’) But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal
gathering, and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in
heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous
made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the
sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.
See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking; for if they did not
escape when they refused the one who warned them on earth, how much
less will we escape if we reject the one who warns from heaven! At that
time his voice shook the earth; but now he has promised, ‘Yet once more
I will shake not only the earth but also the heaven.’ This phrase ‘Yet
once more’ indicates the removal of what is shaken—that is, created
things—so that what cannot be shaken may remain. Therefore, since we
are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us give thanks, by
which we offer to God an acceptable worship with reverence and awe;
for indeed our God is a consuming fire.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Alleluia

9

Gospel Reading

Luke 13:10-17

The Gospel according to Luke chapter 13.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Now [Jesus] was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. And
just then there appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled her for
eighteen years. She was bent over and was quite unable to stand up
straight. When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, ‘Woman, you
are set free from your ailment.’ When he laid his hands on her,
immediately she stood up straight and began praising God. But the
leader of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured on the
sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, ‘There are six days on which work
ought to be done; come on those days and be cured, and not on the
sabbath day.’ But the Lord answered him and said, ‘You hypocrites!
Does not each of you on the sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the
manger, and lead it away to give it water? And ought not this woman, a
daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen long years, be set
free from this bondage on the sabbath day?’ When he said this, all his
opponents were put to shame; and the entire crowd was rejoicing at all
the wonderful things that he was doing.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
Hymn

Rev. Dr. Simone Sinn
El amor de Cristo mueve al mundo
Written for the Assembly of the WCC
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
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God in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Passing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Gathering of Gifts
Psalm 27
Maureen Gumbe
Music and English by Donnie McClurkin, adapted by Maureen Gumbe
Refrain: One thing that I desire from the Lord that one thing will I only
seek,
that I may dwell within his house and inquire in his temple
and behold the beauty of the Lord.
Beautiful Savior, beautiful Savior.
For in time of trouble he will keep me safe. He will hide me in his secret
place.
He’ll set me upon a rock, Yes, he will. Yes he will.
Then my head he’ll lift high above my foes.
For at his tent I will sacrifice with joyful shouts, I’ll make melody.
Merciful God, Ruler of Creation, hear my voice when I call, O Lord.
You I will cherish. You I will honor, Lord.
You’re my soul’s glory, joy and crown.
God of all Creation, how I love and adore you
for your bountiful mercies and compassion.
Offertory

Tout est fait pour la gloire de Dieu
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1. All are made for the glory of God. Everything depends on what you have done.
2. Life is for the glory of God.
3. The worship service is for the glory of God.
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The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Preface
Sanctus

You are holy
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Eucharistic Prayer
Words of Institution
Remembering
At this table we remember Christ,
and celebrate his presence with us.
For us this bread becomes his body and this wine his blood.
We proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Prayer to the Holy Spirit
The Lord’s Prayer

In our many languages

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
Agnus Dei

Jesus, O Lamb of God
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Communion
Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people are welcome and invited to his
feast. Please take an empty cup from one of the center tables before coming to the
altar platform: take a light-colored cup if you wish to receive grape juice or a
dark-colored one if you wish to receive wine. After being served, place your cup on
one of the side tables before returning to your seat. Gluten-free wafers are
available upon request.

Songs during Communion We are coming, Lord, to the table
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18

Chon rizad
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Comment ne pas te louer
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Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements and Welcoming Visitors
Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
New Worship Schedule – StarGng in September
Starting this September, our worship service on the first Sunday of each month will
be held at 17h30 instead of 11h00. The first evening service will take place on 4
September—weather permitting, the service will be followed by a picnic in the
park just up the ramp by the coffee shop, looking over the church with a view of
the lake. More details will follow soon—for now, please mark the change in
worship time on the first Sunday of each month in your calendar.

Summer Bible Study – Sundays Before Worship
A weekly Bible study on Sunday mornings at 10h00 is being led by Andy Willis,
Judy Davis, and Fulata Moyo. We'll be looking at the texts for worship, largely
from the Gospel of Luke. This will be a time for digging deeply into scripture and
enjoying one another's company. Most weeks we will meet in the Gemeinderaum.
You're welcome to join as often as you like or to just drop in for a week when you
have time--all are welcome!

Serving Weekly Coﬀee Hour
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship in the church garden
each Sunday. Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups:
28 August – Group E
4 September – Group A (17h30)
11 September – Group B
18 September – Group C
If you can help on a week when your group is assigned,
please let your group’s coordinator know.

BELK Study Day – 17 September in Geneva
The Federation of Lutheran Churches in Switzerland (BELK), of which our church
is a member, holds an annual study day, a time for congregations from throughout
the country to come together for learning and fellowship. This year’s study day will
take place in Geneva on Saturday, 17 September, and all are welcome to join:
• 10h45 – Meeting at Red Cross Museum
• 11h00 – Guided tours of the museum (in English and German)
• 13h00 – Lunch on the Bateau Genève
• 14h30 – Workshops at the Lutheran Church, followed by closing worship
service
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To register, please contact the church office (office@genevalutheran.ch) or
complete this online form: https://forms.gle/1FHEZWSNeMz7tCr18. The deadline
to register is 31 August.

Oﬀering a Song or Piece of Music in Worship this Summer
Do you have a song or piece of music you'd like to share with the community in
worship? Members will be sharing musical offerings as part of Sunday worship
during the months of July and August. If you would like to participate, please
contact Regine Kummer: regine.kummer@gmail.com.

Centering Prayer Group on Hold this Summer
The weekly Centering Prayer group is now on hold for the remainder of July and
August. We expect meetings to resume in September.

Thank You for Your Generosity
Generous contributions from members and friends enable our community to
continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of God’s love near and
far. Your support remains essential to our ministry together. Please continue to give
as you are able this season—details are on our website: https://
genevalutheran.church/giving/
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Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at:
https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/
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This Week’s Schedule:
Sunday, 28 August

10h00
11h00

Summer Bible study
Worship on Twelfth Sunday after
Pentecost

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 9h00–17h00; Fridays noon–16h00

Our church is enGrely self-supporGng. We count on our members and visitors
to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in cash
through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars made out to
“Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo portion, please write
GMG 0858. There are post transfer slips at the back of the church if you would like
to offer your support through our Post Account. Thank you very much! Bank and
PostFinance details below:
Credit Suisse
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number 226749-71
Clearing Number 4835
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0
BIC/SWIFT CRESCHZZ12A

PostFinance
The English-Speaking Congregation of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Geneva
Account Number 12-9677-6
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC POFICHBEXXX

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church
office.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

If you are a guest in our congregaGon this morning, please fill out the
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor
or one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any
questions you might have about our congregation.
ELCG Connection Card
Name
Phone
Email
Comments
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New to Geneva? Y/N

Date
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