EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF GENEVA
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00
8 MAY 2022

THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG
WELCOMES YOU!
We are a congregation where music, liturgy, and prayer
reflect the richness of the global church.
We gather each week for worship that is both firmly rooted in the ancient forms
and traditions of Christian liturgy and attuned to contemporary concerns. We
encounter the good news of Jesus in scripture, in song, in the sacraments, and in
the gathered community. The Ecumenical Prayer Cycle shapes our weekly
worship, leading us to pray for and sing songs from different parts of the world.

Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if
you have been here before and would like to know
more about our community, please fill out a
connection card. You can scan this QR code to
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering
basket or give it to one of the ushers.
We are glad you are here—welcome!

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:
Reader: Laurel Borisenko
Prayer leader: Maria Lucia Uribe
Assisting minister: Nyambura Njoroge
Ushers: Valerie Marinoni, Hiromi Yano
Flowers: Mee Ji
Offering counters: Christoph Benn, Penuel Kiondo Zanetti
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group D
Videography: Ray Woodcock

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89
Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch
office@genevalutheran.ch
www.genevalutheran.ch

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer
Fourth Sunday of Easter + 8 May 2022
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka
Guest Preacher: Rev. Dr. Patricia Cuyatti Chavez

Welcome
Prelude

Regine Kummer

Greeting
With the vision that the hungry would be hungry no more,
we gather before the throne of God and say, "Blessing."
With the dream that those without clean water would be led to
springs of the water of life,
we sing together to the Lamb, "Glory and wisdom."
With the aim that those afflicted by scorching heat would find
shelter where the sun might not strike,
we join the angels singing,
"Honor and power and might be to our God forever. Amen.
We worship the Blessed Trinity
and ask for refuge, wiping away our tears and the tears of our world.

Invocation

Namo, namo
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Prayer of Confession
Yes, God of mercy,
we pray that you come into our midst.
The tears of our world overflow
with hurt and anger and despair and shame.
Forgive us all the causes tears in others,
all that imprisons their spirits or makes them feel small.
Lead us in the paths where souls are restored,
where healing is found in the stillness of your peace.
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Lord, have mercy

Khudaayaa raeham kar

We confess, God of cross and resurrection,
the violence and vengeance that we harbor,
even if we would wish otherwise,
the appeal of force as the solution to problems,
the seduction of winning
even when you call us to lose our lives for your sake.
Forgive us when we lose trust in your presence
and the fear of evil becomes evil within us.
Christ, have mercy

Masiihaa, raeham kar
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Turn us, God of life, to your table
open to all who would receive,
where we are no longer strangers, but gifts for one another,
listening together to the voice of your beloved,
as we are thrilled to the sound of love,
gathering us in, serving Jesus Christ. Amen.
Lord, have mercy

Khudaayaa raeham kar

Words of Grace
Hymn of Praise

Joy Probhu
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Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
First Reading

Acts 9:36-43

Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which
in Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of
charity. At that time she became ill and died. When they had
washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. Since Lydda was near
Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men
to him with the request, "Please come to us without delay." So Peter
got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to
the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and
showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she
was with them. Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt
down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, "Tabitha, get up."
Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. He gave her
his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he
showed her to be alive. This became known throughout Joppa, and
many believed in the Lord. Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some
time with a certain Simon, a tanner.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 23
The LORD is my shepherd,
I shall not want.
You make me lie down in green pastures;
You lead me beside still waters.
You restore my soul.
You lead me in right paths for your name's sake.
Even though I walk through the darkest valley,
I fear no evil; for you are with me;
your rod and your staff—
they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long.
Second Reading

Revelation 7:9-17

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one
could count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and
languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in
white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud
voice, saying,
"Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne,
and to the Lamb!"
And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders
and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the
throne and worshiped God, singing,
"Amen!
Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor and power and might
be to our God forever and ever!
Amen."
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Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, robed
in white, and where have they come from?" I said to him, "Sir, you
are the one that knows." Then he said to me, "These are they who
have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. For this reason they are
before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his
temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike
them, nor any scorching heat; for the Lamb at the center of the
throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of
the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Alleluia
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Gospel

John 10:22-30

The Gospel according to John, chapter 10.
Glory to you, O Lord.
At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It
was winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of
Solomon. So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, "How
long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us
plainly." Jesus answered, "I have told you, and you do not believe.
The works that I do in my Father's name testify to me; but you do
not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. My sheep hear
my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life,
and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand.
What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one
can snatch it out of the Father's hand. The Father and I are one."
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia

Sermon

Rev. Dr. Patricia Cuyatti Chavez
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Hymn

Such perfect love my Shepherd shows

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession
God in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Passing of the Peace
Christ is risen
Christ is risen, indeed!
Gathering of gifts
Jézus a jó pásztor
Hungarian, Dóka Zoltán. English Maggie Hamilton.
Music, Trajtler Gábor: Hungary
1. Jesus, Good Shepherd, guide us through the day.
Lead us with loving grace, show us the way.
Shelter your flock, O Lord, your people hear.
Grant us your peaceful rest when night is near.
2. Jesus, the Light of all, shine through our world.
Heavenly stars praise you, radiant Lord.
Shatter injustice and free us from wrong.
Light in our darkness, your love is our song.
3. Jesus, our Peace, you're no hawk, but a dove
granting forgiveness, and healing with love.
Challenge our apathy, sharpen our will,
give us the courage to overcome ill.
4. Shepherd and True Vine, our Peace and our Light,
move through our world, spreading mercy and right.
Giver of hope and love, bless us always;
Alpha and Omega, we sing your praise.
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Choir

Offertory hymn

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

Preface
You are the Creator of all that is—
the green pastures, the still waters,
the oil of comfort, the wine of gladness—
so we cry, Blessing:
Blessing.
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You are the leader and guide,
caring for the lambs on the hillside,
numbering the sparrows on the wing,
gathering the dust of the ground
and shaping it human with a voice that can sing, Glory:
Glory.
You are judge and hope,
sending forth prophets to announce your good will
that mercy and justice continue
until all your people are gathered around your throne,
thrilled to be in your presence proclaiming, Wisdom:
Wisdom.
So with all those of every time and every place,
whose robes are washed in the flood of grace,
we join in singing your endless praise.
Sanctus
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Eucharistic Prayer
Blessed is the one who knows our voice and hears our cry.
Blessed is the one whose voice we know, whose cry we follow.
Blessed is the one who gathers the hungry and thirsty around his
table and offers the food that is eternal life,
just as in the night he was betrayed
he gathered his disciples around a table, took bread,
and gave thanks, broke it and gave it to them, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
So we affirm, This is Christ’s body:
This is Christ’s body.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
So we avow, This is Christ’s blood:
This is Christ’s blood.
Remembering
Christ died for us, so we say Power:
Power.
Christ is raised for us, so we say Honor:
Honor.
Christ will come again, so we say Might:
Might.
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Prayer to the Holy Spirit
Come, Holy Spirit, and set our eyes free
to see the Lamb seated upon the throne in majesty,
inviting all to come and dine in his company,
that the body and blood of Christ might be signed
not just in our eating,
but in our lives, the new reality of his love
for the sake of the world,
so that all join the refrain:
Thankgiving,
Thanksgiving,
forever,
forever,
and ever,
and ever,
and ever again.
and ever again.
Amen.
Amen.
Sung Amen

The Lord’s Prayer

In our many languages

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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Lamb of God
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Songs during Communion The Lord's my shepherd, I'll not want
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Now the silence
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Savior, like a shepherd lead us

Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements and Welcoming Visitors
Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Weekly Worship – Up to 100 Each Sunday

At the moment, the sanctuary can accommodate up to 100 people at a time,
and masks must be worn during worship (age 8 and over). Please be sure to
sign up for worship when you’re intending to come. You can sign up by
visiting our website [https://genevalutheran.church] and clicking on “Worship
Options.”

Looking for Your Input – Renewing Andy Willis’s Contract

Andy Willis’s contract with the English-Speaking Congregation of the ELCG
will expire in March of 2023, and all members are now invited to participate in
the process of evaluating whether to renew the contract for an additional threeyear term. Here are two ways to participate:
• A survey was sent to the members’ email list this past week. It can be
found here: [https://forms.gle/p3pbQ6BLhLsR6Hgb7]. If you prefer a
paper copy, contact the church office. The survey will close on 14 May.
• A forum on this topic will be held after worship on Sunday 15 May.
Following the survey and the forum, the Council will make a recommendation
on whether or not to renew Andy’s contract, and the congregation will vote at
the 19 June Assembly. If you have any questions about the process, contact
André du Plessis, congregation president.

Church School Schedule – In Person and Online

Church School resumed this morning with an online class. We will alternate
weeks of meeting in person and online for the remainder of the spring. Here’s
the plan for the next few Sundays:
15 May – In person
22 May – Online
29 May – In person
5 June – Online
Contact the church office or Natalie and Chad Rimmer with any questions.

Serving Weekly Coffee Hour

Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship in the church
garden each Sunday. Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups:
15 May – Group E
22 May – Group A
29 May – Group B
5 June – Group C
If you can help on a week when your group is assigned,
please let your group’s coordinator know.
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An Update from Our Treasurer

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Thank you for your continued support of our church ministries. After the first quarter of
2022, the total undesignated income as of 31st March 2022 amounted to 66,953.57CHF.
This is 13,251CHF behind where we had budgeted to be at the end of the first quarter
(31st March), an amount of 80,204CHF. Whether you've contributed already this year
or not, please give as you are able this season to help fund our ministry, which means so
much to so many.
Thank you and God bless,
Samuel Mungure, Treasurer

Prayers for Peace – Tuesdays at 12h00 at the Church

The German-Speaking Congregation is currently holding a brief time of prayer
for peace each week. Every Tuesday at 12h00, a 10-15 minute service will take
place in the sanctuary. All are welcome to join.

Donna Phillips on Vacation

Donna Phillips will be on vacation until 17 May. Phone messages and emails
will be checked regularly during this time, but if you have an urgent matter you
may contact Pastor Andy directly at 079 544 70 12.

Thank You for Your Generosity

Generous contributions from members and friends enable our community to
continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of God’s love near
and far. Your support remains essential to our ministry together. Please
continue to give as you are able this season—details are on our website:
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/

Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at:
https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/
Cover image:
Swanson, John August. Psalm 23,
from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56560

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva, English-Speaking Congregation
20, rue Verdaine / CH-1204 Geneva, Switzerland
www.genevalutheran.church
office@genevalutheran.ch + 022 310 50 89 + pastor@genevalutheran.ch
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This Week’s Schedule:
Tuesday, 10 May
Thursday, 12 May
Sunday, 15 May

12h00
12h00
19h30
10h00
11h00
12h15

Prayers for peace
Centering Prayer*
Choir practice
Church School
Worship on Fifth Sunday of Easter
Forum on Pastoral Contract Renewal

* denotes online activities

Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and

visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in
cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars
made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are post transfer slips at the back of the
church if you would like to offer your support through our Post Account.
Thank you very much! Bank and PostFinance details below:
Credit Suisse
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number 226749-71
Clearing Number 4835
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0
BIC/SWIFT CRESCHZZ12A

PostFinance
The English-Speaking Congregation of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Geneva
Account Number 12-9677-6
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC POFICHBEXXX

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the

"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the

connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions
you might have about our congregation.
Name
Phone
Email
Comments

ELCG Connection Card

New to Geneva? Y/N

Date
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