EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF GENEVA
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00
29 MAY 2022

THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG
WELCOMES YOU!
We are a parish of many cultures and traditions,
with deep Lutheran roots and wide ecumenical branches.
Geneva is a crossroads city and our doors are open to people from all over the
world. About half of our members come from Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist,
Catholic, Anglican and other traditions, and half have Lutheran links. The
Lutheran Church of Geneva was started by German expatriates in the 18th
century, and the English-Speaking Congregation was formed in the 1950s after
the World Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation, World YWCA and
United Nations agencies opened offices in Geneva.
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if
you have been here before and would like to know
more about our community, please fill out a
connection card. You can scan this QR code to
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering
basket or give it to one of the ushers.
We are glad you are here—welcome!
Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:
Guest worship leader: Terry MacArthur
Reader: Natalie Rimmer
Prayer leader: Dirk Lange
Altar care: Clare Duran
Assisting minister: Cynthia Wilbers-Muturi
Church School leaders: Natalie Rimmer, Grete Willis
Ushers: Ligia Scott, Maarten Wilbers
Flowers: Fulata Moyo
Offering counters: Monika Herder, Tom Taylor
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group B
Videography: Ray Woodcock

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89
Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch
office@genevalutheran.ch
www.genevalutheran.ch

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer
Seventh Sunday of Easter + 29 May 2022
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Angola, Mozambique

Welcome
Prelude

Lied italienischer Marinari
by Robert Schumann

Trygve Willis

Greeting
We worship the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last,
who speaks through the Spirit to both the first and the last
and all those in between,
who makes no measure of those who wish to take the water of life,
but offers the stars as a gift saying, "Come."
We enter by the gates with access to the tree of life
in a miracle where no one is ahead and no one behind.
We become one in Christ,
healed and reconciled according to his word.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Hymn

In Christ there is no east or west

Call to Prayer
Prayer of Confession
We confess, God of love,
that we are not one.
We’re not even sure we want to be one.
Hate and anger are sold so they surge in us,
inviting us into their illusions of energy.
We confess, God of love, that we are not one.
We’re not even sure we want to be one.
How, then, can you forgive?
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Sung Response

Nkosi, Nkosi

Identities keep claiming us with new ferocity.
We are taught to announce where we stand,
to stake boundaries rather than engage in conversation,
to build walls more than bridges.
The cruel name-calling pumped into the common discourse
infects us like the viruses we can't seem to escape.
How would you teach us to love those with whom we disagree?
What grace would you offer, that love might be re-born in us?
Sung Response

Krestu, Krestu
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Christ Jesus, whose nail-scarred hands keep beckoning, "Come,"
forgive us,
heal us,
reconcile us to you, and to each other,
dwell in us so that your love shapes us
and we become your people, with the name Christian
worn in humility, in meekness, in hope,
no longer East or West,
no longer well-off or poor,
no longer ill-informed or well-read,
no longer strangers,
but sinners all, gathering around your cross,
seeking by your bruises to understand each other's wounds,
discovering in the gift of your suffering, glorified body,
a new compassion,
so that we might be one.
Amen.
Sung Response

Nkosi, Nkosi

Words of Grace
Hymn of Praise

Esimano lyaKalunga
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Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
First Reading

Acts 16:16-34

One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave girl
who had a spirit of divination and brought her owners a great deal of
money by fortune-telling. While she followed Paul and us, she
would cry out, "These men are slaves of the Most High God, who
proclaim to you a way of salvation." She kept doing this for many
days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, "I
order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her." And it
came out that very hour. But when her owners saw that their hope of
making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged
them into the marketplace before the authorities. When they had
brought them before the magistrates, they said, "These men are
disturbing our city; they are Jews and are advocating customs that
are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe." The crowd
joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped of
their clothing and ordered them to be beaten with rods. After they
had given them a severe flogging, they threw them into prison and
ordered the jailer to keep them securely. Following these
instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and fastened their feet
in the stocks.
About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to
God, and the prisoners were listening to them. Suddenly there was
an earthquake, so violent that the foundations of the prison were
shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone's
chains were unfastened. When the jailer woke up and saw the prison
doors wide open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself,
since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul shouted
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in a loud voice, "Do not harm yourself, for we are all here." The
jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling before
Paul and Silas. Then he brought them outside and said, "Sirs, what
must I do to be saved?" They answered, "Believe on the Lord Jesus,
and you will be saved, you and your household." They spoke the
word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. At the
same hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then
he and his entire family were baptized without delay. He brought
them up into the house and set food before them; and he and his
entire household rejoiced that he had become a believer in God.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 97:1-6,11-12
The Lord is sovereign!
Let the earth rejoice.
Let the many coastlands be glad!
Clouds and thick darkness are all around God;
righteousness and justice are the foundation of God’s throne.
Fire goes before God, and consumes the adversaries on every side.
God’s lightnings light up the world;
the earth sees and trembles.
The mountains melt like wax before the Lord,
before the Lord of all the earth.
The heavens proclaim God’s righteousness;
and all the peoples behold God’s glory.
For you, O Lord, are most high over all the earth;
you are exalted far above all gods.
The Lord loves those who hate evil;
and guards the lives of the faithful;
God rescues them from the hand of the wicked.
Light dawns for the righteous,
and joy for the upright in heart.
Rejoice in the LORD, O you righteous,
and give thanks to God’s holy name!
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Second Reading

Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21

"See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according
to everyone's work. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the
last, the beginning and the end."
Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they will have the
right to the tree of life and may enter the city by the gates.
"It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the
churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright
morning star." The Spirit and the bride say, "Come."
Come.
And let everyone who hears say, "Come."
Come.
And let everyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone who wishes take
the water of life as a gift. The one who testifies to these things says,
"Surely I am coming soon."
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!
The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints.
Amen.
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
Alleluia
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Gospel

John 17:20-26

The Gospel according to John, chapter 17
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus answered him, "Those who love me will keep my word, and
my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our
home with them. Whoever does not love me does not keep my
words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the
Father who sent me. I have said these things to you while I am still
with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will
send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all
that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to
you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts
be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. You heard me say to you,
'I am going away, and I am coming to you.' If you loved me, you
would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father is
greater than I. And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that
when it does occur, you may believe.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia
Sermon
Hymn

Rev. Andy Willis
Praise the one who breaks the darkness
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
God in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Passing of the Peace
Christ is risen.
Christ is risen, indeed!
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Gathering of Gifts

Oh sautez, sautez
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Offertory

Nzamuranza
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The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

Preface
Sanctus

Omuyapuki Kalunga

Eucharistic Prayer
Words of Institution
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Remembering
Remembering Jesus,
we eat this bread, which for us becomes the body of Christ.
We drink this cup, which for us becomes the blood of Christ.
We proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Prayer to the Holy Spirit
The Lord’s Prayer

In our many languages

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
Agnus Dei

Jesus, O Lamb of God
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Songs during Communion
Hallelujah! We sing your praises

In Christ there is no east or west
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I'm gonna sing when the Spirit says sing

Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements and Welcoming Visitors
Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Presentation on 5 June – “Ecumenical responses to the conflict in
Ukraine: Humanitarian action, dialogue and confrontation”
Following worship on Sunday, 5 June, Peter Prove, director of the World
Council of Churches Commission of the Churches on International Affairs will
offer a presentation on the war in Ukraine. The presentation will offer some
historical context for the conflict, information on how the WCC is responding,
and reports from Peter’s recent visits to the region, accompanying churches in
their humanitarian responses. All are welcome to join.
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Weekly Worship – Up to 100 Each Sunday
At the moment, the sanctuary can accommodate up to 100 people at a time,
and masks must be worn during worship (age 8 and over). Please be sure to
sign up for worship when you’re intending to come. You can sign up by
visiting our website [https://genevalutheran.church] and clicking on “Worship
Options.”

Can You Host a Visiting University Student from 6-8 June?
From 6 to 8 June (Pentecost Monday through Wednesday), a group of twenty
university students from College Park, Maryland in the U.S. will be visiting
Geneva. They are part of the Lutheran campus ministry at the University of
Maryland and will be visiting Geneva for some meetings after spending a week
in Taizé. We have been asked to help house the students for their two nights
here. Housing a student would mean giving him/her a place to sleep, and
possibly sharing dinner with him/her. Can you host one or more students?
Please contact Andy Willis or the church office if you can help.

Soup Kitchen Planning Meeting – Monday 30 May, 18h30
Thanks to all who helped with the Saturday soup kitchen – the next one will be
2 July 2022. Additionally, Monday 30 May at 18h30 we will have a zoom
meeting to discuss the soup kitchen moving forward! If you have opinions or
ideas we'd love to hear them! Here the zoom link to join the meeting:
https://unige.zoom.us/j/61323368005

Church School Schedule – In Person and Online
Church School meets at 10h00 each Sunday morning, and we are alternating
weeks of meeting in person and online for the remainder of the spring. Here’s
the plan for the next few Sundays:
5 June – Online
12 June – No Church School today
19 June – Online
Contact the church office or Natalie and Chad Rimmer with any questions.

Serving Weekly Coffee Hour
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship in the church
garden each Sunday. Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups:
29 May – Group B
5 June – Group C
12 June – Group D
19 June – Group E
If you can help on a week when your group is assigned,
please let your group’s coordinator know.
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Book Launch on 11 June – Architectural Guide to the ELCG
Dear fellow Church members,
In February, you received the booklet that presents our church building and its
history in the series Swiss Heritage Guides. We would like to send you a cordial
invitation to the vernissage that will take place in our church on Saturday, June 11.
At 15:00, you'll have the opportunity to assist at a small guided visit of the building.
There will be two tours in parallel, one in French and one in German. The number
of participants is limited, and you are kindly asked to sign in for one of the visits
until Friday, June 3rd, at the church office, if you are interested. A celebration in our
sanctuary will start at 16:00. No inscription needed. There will be some words of
greeting, and Catherine Courtiau, the author, will tell us how this booklet took shape
and what are her most important findings. Ursula Loizides and Luise Askani will
accompany the celebration with music for flute and piano. The language of the talks
will be French. After the celebration, everyone is invited to an aperitif in the
frontyard of the church (weather permitting). If you are able to contribute by offering
something to eat (sweet or salty, finger food) or your time by helping with
arrangements before and/or after the event, your help is very welcome. Please sign in
at the church office until Friday, June 3rd.
Looking forward to this afternoon of joyful celebration,
Friedrich Lohmann, chair person of the Church Council

Thank You for Your Generosity
Generous contributions from members and friends enable our community to
continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of God’s love near
and far. Your support remains essential to our ministry together. Please
continue to give as you are able this season—details are on our website:
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/

Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at:
https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/

Cover image:
Scrap Metal Cross, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity
Library, Nashville, TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=54353
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva, English-Speaking Congregation
20, rue Verdaine / CH-1204 Geneva, Switzerland
www.genevalutheran.church
office@genevalutheran.ch + 022 310 50 89 + pastor@genevalutheran.ch
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This Week’s Schedule:
Monday, 30 May
Tuesday, 31 May
Thursday, 2 June
Saturday, 4 June
Sunday, 5 June

18h30
12h00
12h00
19h30
9h30
10h00
11h00
12h30

Soup kitchen planning meeting
Prayers for peace
Centering Prayer
Choir practice
Confirmation class
Church School*
Worship on Pentecost Sunday
Presentation on Ukraine
* denotes online activities

Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and
visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in
cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars
made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are post transfer slips at the back of the
church if you would like to offer your support through our Post Account.
Thank you very much! Bank and PostFinance details below:
Credit Suisse
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number 226749-71
Clearing Number 4835
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0
BIC/SWIFT CRESCHZZ12A

PostFinance
The English-Speaking Congregation of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Geneva
Account Number 12-9677-6
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC POFICHBEXXX

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the

connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions
you might have about our congregation.
ELCG Connection Card
Name
Phone
Email
Comments
New to Geneva? Y/N

Date
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