EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF GENEVA
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00
22 MAY 2022

THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG
WELCOMES YOU!
We are a community on the move,
discovering Christ together on the journey of faith.
We see Christianity as a path to be walked together—learning, serving, praying,
sharing, and growing alongside sisters and brothers. As we live and practice our
faith, we not only encounter a new community; we also find the presence of God.

Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if
you have been here before and would like to know
more about our community, please fill out a
connection card. You can scan this QR code to
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering
basket or give it to one of the ushers.
We are glad you are here—welcome!

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:
Reader: Laurel Borisenko
Prayer leader: Judy Davis
Altar care: Clare Duran
Assisting minister: Elisabeth Benn
Ushers: Aleida Auld, Dorine van Teeseling
Flowers: Nyambura Njoroge
Offering counters: Elisabeth Benn, Ngoni Hove
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group A
Videography: Ray Woodcock

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89
Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch
office@genevalutheran.ch
www.genevalutheran.ch

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer
Sixth Sunday of Easter + 22 May 2022
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle:
Indian Ocean Islands: Comoros, Madagascar, Maldives, Mauritius, Seychelles
Welcome
Prelude

Regine Kummer

Greeting
With Lydia, the first Christian at Philippi,
and with the women who gathered with her
outside the gate by the river,
we come together to hear, to give thanks, to pray.
Response

Down to the river to pray

Choir: As I went down to the river to pray, studying about that Gospel way,
and who shall wear the starry crown, O Lord, show me the way.

With the women who went early to the tomb,
becoming the first witnesses of the resurrection,
we rejoice in the promise of life.

Response

Down to the river to pray

As I went down to the river to sing, offering my praise to Christ, the King,
who leads us to the starry crown, O Lord, show me the way.

With the Canaanite woman who brought her daughter to Jesus,
with those nameless mothers who sought
that their children might receive Jesus' blessing,
we await the peace that mends our troubled hearts.
Response

Down to the river to pray

As I went down to the river to heal, binding up the wounds so they don't steal
my heart from reaching its ideal, O Lord, show me the way.

With the women who through the ages have kept faith alive,
who have given place for Gospel messengers in their homes,
who have fed the hungry and offered shelter to those in need,
we seek the Spirit to be our light.
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Response

Down to the river to pray

verse 4

As I went down to the river to pray studying about that Gospel way
and who shall wear the starry crown, O Lord, show me the way.
Response

Down to the river to pray
Down to the river to pray.
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verse 5

Thanksgiving for Baptism
God of the rivers, God of the seas,
God, washing over us with a flood of mercy,
God, hearing our cries,
seeing the tears that need wiping away,
we thank you that you understand our sighs too deep for words.
Sung Response

from Khudaayaa, raeham kar

Have mercy.
God of deep wells and flowing streams,
we rejoice that we have been baptized with Jesus Christ,
who went down to the river Jordan
and asked his cousin John to wash him into lives,
so we might be turned around
to walk with him through the waters of profound grace.
Teach us to pray so that we hear you whisper,
whatever comes our way,
that we are your beloved.
Sung Response

from Khudaayaa, raeham kar

Have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
God of living water,
quenching our thirst,
embracing us as if you were a cooling bath,
refresh us so that we rest in you,
and find ourselves renewed.
Send upon us your Spirit,
with a peace undisturbed by our troubles,
filling us with your love that casts out fear.
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Sung Response

from Khudaayaa, raeham kar

Lord, have mercy.
Hymn of Praise

Joy Probhu

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
First Reading

Acts 16:9-15

During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia
pleading with him and saying, "Come over to Macedonia and help
us." When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over
to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim
the good news to them. We set sail from Troas and took a straight
course to Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, and from there
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to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a
Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. On the
sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we
supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to
the women who had gathered there. A certain woman named Lydia,
a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of
Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to
listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. When she and her
household were baptized, she urged us, saying, "If you have judged
me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home." And she
prevailed upon us.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 67
May God be gracious to us and bless us
and make God’s face to shine upon us.
that your way may be known upon earth,
your saving power among all nations.
Let the peoples praise you, O God,
let all the peoples praise you.
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide the nations upon earth.
Let the peoples praise you, O God,
let all the peoples praise you.
The earth has yielded its increase;
God, our God, has blessed us.
May God continue to bless us;
let all the ends of the earth revere God.
Second Reading

Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5

And in the spirit he carried me away to a great, high mountain and
showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven
from God. I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God
the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or
moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is
the Lamb. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the
earth will bring their glory into it. Its gates will never be shut by
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day—and there will be no night there. People will bring into it the
glory and the honor of the nations. But nothing unclean will enter it,
nor anyone who practices abomination or falsehood, but only those
who are written in the Lamb's book of life. Then the angel showed
me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the
throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of
the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve
kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the
tree are for the healing of the nations. Nothing accursed will be
found there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will
be in it, and his servants will worship him; they will see his face, and
his name will be on their foreheads. And there will be no more night;
they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their
light, and they will reign forever and ever.
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
Alleluia

Gospel
The Gospel according to John, chapter 14.
Glory to you, O Lord.

John 14:23-29

Jesus answered him, "Those who love me will keep my word, and
my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our
home with them. Whoever does not love me does not keep my
words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the
Father who sent me. I have said these things to you while I am still
with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will
send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all
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that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to
you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts
be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. You heard me say to you,
'I am going away, and I am coming to you.' If you loved me, you
would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father is
greater than I. And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that
when it does occur, you may believe.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia
Sermon
Hymn

Rev. Andy Willis
When peace like a river
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
God in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Passing of the Peace
Christ is risen.
Christ is risen, indeed!
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Gathering of Gifts

Rombaho
Malgache and Music Niriko Gaëtan
Verse 1, English paraphrase by Andrew Donaldson

choir

Refrain: Embrace us, Lord, embrace us otherwise we are lost.
1. From all that turns us from you, God, our God,
from all that is empty or untrue,
everything false, or unjust, we lay down to love you and serve you.
2. Do not cling to earthly goods, money, objects, all are “mammon”,
the devil’s residences.
3. Jesus, my friend, save us sinners, hear our voices calling you to save us.
Offertory Hymn

Rombaho refrain
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The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

Preface
Sanctus

Eucharistic Prayer
Words of Institution
Remembering
At this table Jesus makes us new.
With this bread his body dwells in us.
With this cup we drink from the source of life.
We proclaim the mystery of our faith:
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Prayer to the Holy Spirit
Sung Amen

The Lord’s Prayer

In our many languages

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
Lamb of God
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Songs during Communion
Da pacem Domine

Now the silence
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The peace of the earth

Donna la pace Signore

Give peace, Lord, to those who trust in you.
Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements and Welcoming Visitors
Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Conversation about Sunday Worship Times Today

The German-Speaking Congregation has asked to move their worship service
to 11h00 on one Sunday per month, starting in the autumn. Our Congregation
Council is exploring a number of possibilities for how we can accommodate
this request, and as part of that exploration, there will be an open conversation
on this topic today, following the worship service. All are welcome to attend!

Ascension Day Picnic at Parc de la Grange – 26 May

On Ascension Day, Thursday 26 May, our congregation will gather for a
picnic at Parc de la Grange. We'll be there from 11h30 until 15h00 at the upper
end of the park—come whenever you'd like, and bring your lunch with you.
The park is easily reachable by public transportation; parking is available in the
ramp at the Gare des Eaux-Vives. If you’re having any trouble locating our
group, you can call Andy Willis: 079 544 70 12.

Serving at the Soup Kitchen - Saturday 28 May

For many years, our congregation has served a meal to around 200 people
once a month at the Jardin Montbrillant soup kitchen. During the past two
years, we haven't been able to serve in person, but the soup kitchen is now
returning to its in-person operation, and it's our turn to serve on Saturday, 28
May. We need about twelve people to help from 9h30 until early afternoon
(around 13h00). Can you help serve on this day? If so, please contact Elisabeth
Benn or Valerie Marinoni:
chriselis_benn@bluewin.ch / valeriemarinoni@hotmail.com

Presentation on 5 June – “Ecumenical responses to the conflict in
Ukraine: Humanitarian action, dialogue and confrontation”

Following worship on Sunday, 5 June, Peter Prove, director of the World
Council of Churches Commission of the Churches on International Affairs will
offer a presentation on the war in Ukraine. The presentation will offer some
historical context for the conflict, information on how the WCC is responding,
and reports from Peter’s recent visits to the region, accompanying churches in
their humanitarian responses. All are welcome to join.

Weekly Worship – Up to 100 Each Sunday

At the moment, the sanctuary can accommodate up to 100 people at a time,
and masks must be worn during worship (age 8 and over). Please be sure to
sign up for worship when you’re intending to come. You can sign up by
visiting our website [https://genevalutheran.church] and clicking on “Worship
Options.”
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Can You Host a Visiting University Student from 6-8 June?

From 6 to 8 June (Pentecost Monday through Wednesday), a group of twenty
university students from College Park, Maryland in the U.S. will be visiting
Geneva. They are part of the Lutheran campus ministry at the University of
Maryland and will be visiting Geneva for some meetings after spending a week
in Taizé. We have been asked to help house the students for their two nights
here. Housing a student would mean giving him/her a place to sleep, and
possibly sharing dinner with him/her. Can you host one or more students?
Please contact Andy Willis or the church office if you can help.

Church School Schedule – In Person and Online

Church School meets at 10h00 each Sunday morning, and we are alternating
weeks of meeting in person and online for the remainder of the spring. Here’s
the plan for the next few Sundays:
29 May – In person
5 June – Online
12 June – In person
19 June – Online
Contact the church office or Natalie and Chad Rimmer with any questions.

Serving Weekly Coffee Hour

Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship in the church
garden each Sunday. Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups:
29 May – Group B
5 June – Group C
12 June – Group D
19 June – Group E
If you can help on a week when your group is assigned,
please let your group’s coordinator know.

Thank You for Your Generosity

Generous contributions from members and friends enable our community to
continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of God’s love near
and far. Your support remains essential to our ministry together. Please
continue to give as you are able this season—details are on our website:
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/
Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at:
https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/
Cover image:
Photo by Jonny Gios on Unsplash
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva, English-Speaking Congregation
20, rue Verdaine / CH-1204 Geneva, Switzerland
www.genevalutheran.church
office@genevalutheran.ch + 022 310 50 89 + pastor@genevalutheran.ch
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This Week’s Schedule:
Tuesday, 24 May
Thursday, 26 May
Saturday, 28 May
Sunday, 29 May

12h00
11h30
9h30
10h00
11h00
13h15

Prayers for peace
Ascension Day picnic
Serving at the soup kitchen
Church School
Worship on Seventh Sunday of Easter
Congregation Council meeting

* denotes online activities

Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and

visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in
cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars
made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are post transfer slips at the back of the
church if you would like to offer your support through our Post Account.
Thank you very much! Bank and PostFinance details below:
Credit Suisse
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number 226749-71
Clearing Number 4835
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0
BIC/SWIFT CRESCHZZ12A

PostFinance
The English-Speaking Congregation of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Geneva
Account Number 12-9677-6
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC POFICHBEXXX

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the

"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the

connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions
you might have about our congregation.
ELCG Connection Card
Name
Phone
Email
Comments
New to Geneva? Y/N

Date
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