EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF GENEVA
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00
15 MAY 2022

THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG
WELCOMES YOU!
We are followers of Jesus,
seeking God’s justice, peace, and grace in personal and common witness.
Our hope each Sunday is to go out of God’s house with good courage into our
diverse jobs and obligations—with family, civil society, government, business and
education. We pray for the peace and well-being of all peoples. The Gospel calls us
wherever we are to use our time and talents for others and for the common good.
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if
you have been here before and would like to know
more about our community, please fill out a
connection card. You can scan this QR code to
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering
basket or give it to one of the ushers.
We are glad you are here—welcome!

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:
Reader: Andrea Tang
Prayer leader: Ritu Suna
Altar care: Philippa Bowen
Assisting minister: Natalie Rimmer
Ushers: Aleida Auld, Hiromi Yano
Flowers: Pia Hannewald
Offering counters: Tom Taylor
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group E
Videography: Ray Woodcock

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89
Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch
office@genevalutheran.ch
www.genevalutheran.ch

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer
Fifth Sunday of Easter + 15 May 2022
Baptism of Marcus Dragos Ratiu
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal

Welcome
Prelude

Regine Kummer

Greeting
When love abounds, the surprises do not end.
Grace bends the rules that had once seemed sure,
their power transcended by the gift of Christ Jesus,
whose death and rising secures freedom for all peoples.
When love abounds, we find ourselves in strange situations,
where we never intended to be,
discovering friends when least expected,
following Jesus, who trods the troubled paths.
When love abounds, our attachment to what is becomes suspended.
We are called to the promise of new heavens and new earths,
in which Christ turns our expectations around,
and we crown him with lives in which his love is found abundantly.

Hymn

Crown him with many crowns
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from Psalm 148
Praise the LORD from the heavens;
praise God in the heights!
Praise God, all God’s angels;
praise God, all God’s host!
Praise God, sun and moon;
praise God, all you shining stars!
Praise God, you highest heavens,
and you waters above the heavens!
Let them praise the name of the LORD,
for God commanded and they were created.
God established them forever and ever
and fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed.
Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps,
fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling God’s command!
Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars!
Wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds!
Sovereigns of the earth and all peoples,
nobles and all rulers of the earth!
Young men and women alike, old and young together!
Let them praise the name of the LORD.
For God’s name alone is exalted;
God’s glory is above earth and heaven.
God has raised up a horn for God’s people,
praise for all the faithful,
for the people of Israel who are close to God.
Praise the LORD!
Litany
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Hymn of Praise

Joy Probhu

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
First Reading

Acts 11:1-18

Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the
Gentiles had also accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up
to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, saying, "Why
did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?" Then Peter
began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, "I was in the city of
Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something
like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its
four corners; and it came close to me. As I looked at it closely I saw
four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. I
also heard a voice saying to me,
'Get up, Peter; kill and eat.'
But I replied, 'By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean
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has ever entered my mouth.' But a second time the voice answered
from heaven,
'What God has made clean, you must not call profane.'
This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to
heaven. At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea,
arrived at the house where we were. The Spirit told me to go with
them and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six
brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man's house. He
told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying,
'Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a
message by which you and your entire household will be saved.'
And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had
upon us at the beginning. And I remembered the word of the Lord,
how he had said, 'John baptized with water, but you will be baptized
with the Holy Spirit.' If then God gave them the same gift that he
gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I
could hinder God?" When they heard this, they were silenced. And
they praised God, saying, "Then God has given even to the Gentiles
the repentance that leads to life."
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Second Reading

Revelation 21:1-6

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and
the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more,
no more.
And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And
I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "See, the home of God
is among mortals,
among mortals.
He will dwell with them as their God;
their God,
they will be his peoples,
God’s peoples,
and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from
their eyes,
every tear from their eyes.
6

Death will be no more;
no more,
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
no more,
for the first things have passed away." And the one who was seated
on the throne said, "See, I am making all things new.”
all things new.
Also he said, "Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true."
These words are trustworthy and true.
Then he said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift,
water as a gift,
from the spring of the water of life.”
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
Alleluia

Gospel

John 13:31-35

The Gospel according to John, chapter 13.
Glory to you, O Lord.
When he had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man has been
glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been
glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify
him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You
will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you,
'Where I am going, you cannot come.' I give you a new
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you,
7

you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia
Sermon
Hymn

Rev. Andy Willis
This is the day of new beginnings

Baptism of Marcus Dragos Ratiu
Presentation
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Profession of Faith
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.
Do you believe in God, the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven.
He is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Thanksgiving at the Font
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Baptism
Welcome
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Welcoming Song
God holds the whole world in loving hands

Prayers of Intercession
God in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Passing of the Peace
Christ is risen.
Christ is risen, indeed!
Gathering of Gifts
Lau suna sathi satya ko bani
choir
Nepali and Music, Dibya Khaling: Nepal. English, Loknath Manaen.
Refrain: Friends, listen humbly, God's word is truly spoken by Jesus' cross;
from his dear body sacrificed freely, life-giving water flows.
1. Empty and short-lived are the enticements money and science boast.
Nor can religion, doctrine or ritual satisfy restless hearts.
You will discover there's but one Savior, head crowned with thorns, God's Son:
serving the friendless, he pardoned sinners, his blood our healing won.
2. Countless the gurus, countless the idols, humans too blindly trust.
There is but one Lord we may rely on, whatever course we run.
Turn to Christ Jesus, he's gone before you, opening the way, truth, life.
Make him your captain, each day's companion, holding you firm in strife.
Refrain
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Offertory Hymn

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

Preface
Creator of all,
making and re-making,
forming from the dust your image
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and breathing into each person life,
we are your people.
Against slavery, you inspire prophets like Moses
to set your people free.
You dwell in our midst as our God.
When injustice reigns as if it were an unchecked king of old,
you sing through prophets,
who proclaim the dawning of a new society, a new way.
Mourning and crying and pain will be no more.
In the fullness of time, you send your Beloved, Jesus Christ,
love incarnate, announcing your realm brought near.
The first things have passed away.
So our thanks ascend, joining those of every time and place
in praising your name.
Sanctus

Eucharistic Prayer
Words of Institution
Remembering
At this table Jesus makes us new.
With this bread his body dwells in us.
With this cup we drink from the source of life.
We proclaim the mystery of our faith:
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Prayer to the Holy Spirit
Sung Amen

The Lord’s Prayer

In our many languages

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
Lamb of God
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Songs during Communion Now the silence

Ubi caritas
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Oh! What a beautiful city

Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements and Welcoming Visitors
Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Forum after Worship Today – Renewing Andy Willis’s Contract
Andy Willis’s contract with the English-Speaking Congregation of the ELCG
will expire in March of 2023, and all members are now invited to participate in
the process of discerning whether to renew the contract for an additional threeyear term. A forum on this topic will be held in the sanctuary following this
morning’s worship service, in an informal setting and guided by members of
the Congregation Council. Coffee and refreshments will be served—members,
please attend!

Next Sunday – Conversation about Sunday Worship Times
The German-Speaking Congregation has asked to move their worship service
to 11h00 on one Sunday per month, starting in the autumn. Our Congregation
Council is exploring a number of possibilities for how we can accommodate
this request, and as part of that exploration, there will be an open conversation
on this topic next Sunday, 22 May, following the worship service. All are
welcome to attend!

Ascension Day Picnic at Parc de la Grange – 26 May
On Ascension Day—Thursday 26 May—our congregation will gather for an
informal picnic at Parc de la Grange. We’ll play games with the parachute we
used for Lent and Easter and share food and good company. More details will
follow shortly!

Church School Schedule – In Person and Online
Church School meets at 10h00 each Sunday morning, and we are alternating
weeks of meeting in person and online for the remainder of the spring. Here’s
the plan for the next few Sundays:
22 May – Online
29 May – In person
5 June – Online
12 June – In person
Contact the church office or Natalie and Chad Rimmer with any questions.

Weekly Worship – Up to 100 Each Sunday
At the moment, the sanctuary can accommodate up to 100 people at a time,
and masks must be worn during worship (age 8 and over). Please be sure to
sign up for worship when you’re intending to come. You can sign up by
visiting our website [https://genevalutheran.church] and clicking on “Worship
Options.”

Prayers for Peace – Tuesdays at 12h00 at the Church
The German-Speaking Congregation is currently holding a brief time of prayer
for peace each week. Every Tuesday at 12h00, a 10-15 minute service will take
place in the sanctuary. All are welcome to join.

16

Serving Weekly Coffee Hour
Our congregation holds a simple coffee hour after worship in the church
garden each Sunday. Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups:
22 May – Group A
29 May – Group B
5 June – Group C
12 June – Group D
If you can help on a week when your group is assigned,
please let your group’s coordinator know.

An Update from Our Treasurer
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Thank you for your continued support of our church ministries. After the first quarter of
2022, the total undesignated income as of 31st March 2022 amounted to 66,953.57CHF.
This is 13,251CHF behind where we had budgeted to be at the end of the first quarter
(31st March), an amount of 80,204CHF. Whether you've contributed already this year
or not, please give as you are able this season to help fund our ministry, which means so
much to so many.
Thank you and God bless,
Samuel Mungure, Treasurer

Thank You for Your Generosity
Generous contributions from members and friends enable our community to
continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of God’s love near
and far. Your support remains essential to our ministry together. Please
continue to give as you are able this season—details are on our website:
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/

Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at:
https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/
Cover image:
Photo by Aaron Burden on Unsplash

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva, English-Speaking Congregation
20, rue Verdaine / CH-1204 Geneva, Switzerland
www.genevalutheran.church
office@genevalutheran.ch + 022 310 50 89 + pastor@genevalutheran.ch
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This Week’s Schedule:
Tuesday, 17 May
Thursday, 19 May
Sunday, 22 May

12h00
12h00
19h30
10h00
11h00
12h30

Prayers for peace
Centering Prayer*
Choir practice
Church School*
Worship on Sixth Sunday of Easter
Conversation on Sunday worship times

* denotes online activities

Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and
visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in
cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars
made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are post transfer slips at the back of the
church if you would like to offer your support through our Post Account.
Thank you very much! Bank and PostFinance details below:
Credit Suisse
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number 226749-71
Clearing Number 4835
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0
BIC/SWIFT CRESCHZZ12A

PostFinance
The English-Speaking Congregation of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Geneva
Account Number 12-9677-6
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC POFICHBEXXX

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions
you might have about our congregation.
ELCG Connection Card
Name
Phone
Email
Comments
New to Geneva? Y/N

Date
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