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THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

 
We are a community on the move,  

discovering Christ together on the journey of faith. 
We see Christianity as a path to be walked together—learning, serving, praying, 
sharing, and growing alongside sisters and brothers. As we live and practice our 
faith, we not only encounter a new community; we also find the presence of God. 

Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 
 
 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if 
you have been here before and would like to know 
more about our community, please fill out a 
connection card. You can scan this QR code to 
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on 
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering 
basket or give it to one of the ushers.  
 

We are glad you are here this evening—welcome! 
 
 
 
Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this evening:  
Readers: Marc de Chassey, Natalie & Chad Rimmer, Andrea Tang 
Animateur: Njoroge Njuguna 
Bell ringer: Caetano de Chassey 
Ushers: Valerie Marinoni, Jael Tan 
Videography: Ray Woodcock 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva 
English-Speaking Congregation 

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland 
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89          
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Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer 

 
 

Good Friday + 15 April 2022 
 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Bulgaria, Hungary, Romania    
 
   

Welcome   
 

Prelude  
 

Opening words  
 

With the shivering and shell-shocked as they huddle in the 
basements of Mariupol, 
with the emaciated children and anemic mothers of Kandahar, 
with the sick trying to get to a bombed-out hospital in Yemen, 
with the fearful trying to avoid abduction getting home from Abuja, 
with the abandoned Rohinga, stuck, seemingly forever, on the island 
of Bhasan Char in the Sea of Bengal, 
with the frustrated and desperate of Colombo, 
with those controlled by the guns of gangs in El Salvador, 
with the innocent caught up, caught out, caught behind,  
caught without, caught fleeing, caught living where they don't belong, 
caught dying because there remains no way to live, 
in the presence of the Innocent One, we gather,  
huddling, hoping, hiding, hopefully heading somewhere,   
hearing again the death of Jesus, 
and in his dying, catching words of paradise, forgiveness, trust, 
seeking again the remembrance that saves, 
the emptying that becomes for us life in Jesus Christ. 
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Hymn                                     Ah, holy Jesus 
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Psalm 31:9-16 
 

Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am in distress;  
my eye wastes away from grief, my soul and body also. 
For my life is spent with sorrow,  
and my years with sighing;  
my strength fails because of my misery,  
and my bones waste away. 
I am the scorn of all my adversaries,   
horror to my neighbors,  
an object of dread to my acquaintances;  
those who see me in the street flee from me.  
I have passed out of mind like one who is dead;  
I have become like a broken vessel.  
For I hear the whispering of many-- terror all around!--  
as they scheme together against me, as they plot to take my life.  
But I trust in you, O LORD;  
I say, "You are my God."  
My times are in your hand;  
deliver me from the hand of my enemies and persecutors. 
Let your face shine upon your servant;  
save me in your steadfast love. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn                             All persons turn to God 
 

 
 

The Passion According to St. Luke  22:14—23:56 
 

Introduction 
 

Luke 22:14-19 
 

Invitation to Prayer 
 

Song                                    Thank you, Lord 
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Prayer 
 

For the silence full of your Spirit,  
thank you, Lord.  
For the teachers who thought it important we learn of you,  
thank you, Lord.  
For the moments when we knew you were with us regardless of 
what would come next,  
thank you, Lord.  
For the taste of goodness, the smell of welcome, the feel of a warm 
embrace,  
thank you, Lord.  
For all your gifts to us, through us, alive in us, through Jesus Christ, 
thank you, Lord.  

 

Song                                    Thank you, Lord 
 

Luke 22:20-30 
 

Invitation to Prayer 
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Song                                     Cuando el pobre 
 

 
 

Prayer 
 

Loving God, 
we need your presence with us, 
so that we see the path you take, 
and learn the living that springs up  
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when we are giving ourselves away. 
Turn us from the distractions that come when we dispute who and 
what is greatest, 
toward the serving that spills over into an almost reckless humility, 
ready to bow and bend  
so that others might be free. 
When the burden seems too heavy, release us,  
so that we rest in your grace  
and discover anew what you would have us do, 
following Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Luke 22:31-38 
 

Invitation to Prayer 
 

Song                                         God weeps 
 

 
 

Prayer 
 

It is not enough, Jesus,  
when someone does not feel safe in their own home  
because they suffer abuse.  
It is not enough.  



 
 

 
 

8 

It is not enough, Jesus,  
when some trauma returns nightly in nightmares,  
the unwanted specter continuing to claim its attention.  
It is not enough.  
It is not enough, Jesus,  
when the powerful can choose to push and destroy,  
leaving behind the shocked,  
tears frozen inside, locked into the agonies of fear. 
It is not enough.  
It is not enough, Jesus,  
when we gaze at horrors and lose our ability to respond,  
when compassion is swallowed up by judgment  
and concern converts into revenge.  
It is not enough. 
We are not enough.  
Deliver us from evil. 
Protect us from its power,  
so that your healing flows through us  
and we become refuge and hope in a disturbing time, 
following you, 
not only love enough,  
but love outpoured, overflowing,  
rich in mercy and grace. Amen. 

 

Luke 22:39-65 
 

Song                           Von den Stricken meiner Sünden  
from the St. John Passion by J. S. Bach BWV 245 

Natalie Deffenbaugh, Soloist 
  

Von den Stricken meiner Sünden 
Mich zu entbinden, 

Wird mein Heil gebunden. 
Mich von allen Lasterbeulen 

Völlig zu heilen, 
Läßt er sich verwunden. 

 

To set me free from the bonds of my sins my savior is bound. 
From all the infections of vice, to heal me completely, 

he gives himself to be wounded. 
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Prayer 
 

God, alone in the night,  
fear too often takes hold  
and our commitment fails. 
The mockery all around us invades our energies and thoughts.  
The desire to lash out circles in its heat.  
Disloyalty and falsehood run rampant,  
as if they were solutions.  
Awaken the roosters so they might crow  
and warn us in our plight.  
Then turn us to see, in the gaze of Jesus, your light. Amen. 

 

Luke 22:66—23:47 
 

Sermon  Andy Willis 
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Hymn                         What wondrous love is this 
 

 
 

Luke 23:48-49 
 

Adoration of the Cross 
 

Solemn Reproaches of the Cross     
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Antiphon                                   Senzenina 
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Luke 23:50-56 
 

Song                                    Were you there 
1. Were you there when they crucified my Lord?   (3x) 

Oh sometimes, it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 
2.  Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 

3.   Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
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Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way  
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at:  

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/ 
 
 

 Cover image:  
Petts, John, 1914-1991. Christ Crucified,  

from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. 
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57342 

 
 
 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva, English-Speaking Congregation 
20, rue Verdaine / CH-1204 Geneva, Switzerland 

 

www.genevalutheran.church 
office@genevalutheran.ch + 022 310 50 89 + pastor@genevalutheran.ch  

 

Holy Week and Easter Worship Schedule 
 
 

 

Saturday 16 April: Easter Vigil, 20h30 
We gather with the German-Speaking Congregation for the Great Vigil of 
Easter—telling biblical stories of deliverance and celebrating the light of the 
resurrection. 
 

 

Sunday 17 April: Easter Sunday, 11h00 
The celebration of Easter continues with a festive worship on Easter Sunday. 

 
 

All services will take place at the church.  
Sign up by visiting our website and clicking on the “Worship Options” page.  

 
All are welcome 



 
 

 
 

14 

This Week’s Schedule:  
 

Saturday, 16 April 20h30 Easter Vigil 
Sunday, 17 April 11h00 Easter Sunday worship service 

  

* denotes online activities 
 

Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and 
visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in 
cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars 
made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo 
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are post transfer slips at the back of the 
church if you would like to offer your support through our Post Account. 
Thank you very much! Bank and PostFinance details below: 
 

Credit Suisse 
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251) 
Account Number  226749-71 
Clearing Number  4835 
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0 
BIC/SWIFT  CRESCHZZ12A 

PostFinance 
The English-Speaking Congregation of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Geneva 
Account Number 12-9677-6 
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6 
BIC POFICHBEXXX 

 

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the 
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office. 
 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   
 

If you are a guest in our congregation this evening, please fill out the 
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or 
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions 
you might have about our congregation. 
 

ELCG Connection Card 
 Name      
 Phone       
 Email       
 Comments        
       
 New to Geneva?  Y/N    Date   


