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THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

 
We are followers of Jesus, seeking God’s justice, peace, and grace in 

personal and common witness. 
Our hope each Sunday is to go out of God’s house with good courage into our 

diverse jobs and obligations—with family, civil society, government, business and 
education. We pray for the peace and well-being of all peoples. The Gospel calls us 
wherever we are to use our time and talents for others and for the common good. 

Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 
 
 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if 
you have been here before and would like to know 
more about our community, please fill out a 
connection card. You can scan this QR code to 
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on 
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering 
basket or give it to one of the ushers.  
 

We are glad you are here this morning—welcome! 
 
 
 
Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:  
Readers: Miriam Deffenbaugh, Dinesh Suna 
Animateur: Kimberly Rooney 
Prayer leader: Dinesh Suna 
Altar care: Seng Ra Marit 
Assisting minister: Nyambura Njoroge 
Ushers: Valerie Marinoni, Adam Talsma 
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation 
Offering counters: Phyllis Brewah, Penuel Kiondo-Zanetti 
Videography: Ray Woodcock 
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group D 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva 

English-Speaking Congregation 
20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland 

Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89          
Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        

www.genevalutheran.ch  
 

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer 

 
 

Fifth Sunday in Lent + 3 April 2022 
 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle:  
Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Kosovo, Montenegro,  

North Macedonia, Serbia, Slovenia    
   

Welcome   
 

Prelude     Regine Kummer    
 

Opening Words  
 

An end to bombs and missiles—  
we would think we were dreaming.  
An end to hunger and want— 
our mouths would be filled with laughter.  
An end to violence and abuse—  
then those who sow in tears would reap with shouts of joy.  
The restoration of justice and truth— 
it would be said among the peoples, 'the Lord has done great things.'  
The harvest of love— 
we would shout with joy as if carrying home our sheaves. 

 

We gather as those who dream of what God would inspire,  
of what kindness and peace would require of us,  
the sharing of the suffering of Christ  
by becoming like him in his death. 
Knowing Christ and the power of his resurrection,  
we are lifted to the righteousness of God,  
forgetting what lies behind,  
straining forward to what lies ahead in Christ Jesus,  
the source of our song. 
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Hymn                Let us hope when hope seems hopeless 
 

 
 

Call to Prayer   
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

God, promising the new thing,  
you make rivers in the desert,  
but we fear the deluge upsetting our old patterns and securities. 
You set before us refreshing water offered without price, 
but our age encased it in plastic, and affixed a label making it expensive. 
You give springs in the wilderness  
for the journey leading to freedom, 
but we often stay stuck in the dirt and dust,  
unable to imagine how to live justly, caring for the world around. 
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Kyrie eleison                      Doamne miluieşte 

 
 

You gave us voices to sing your praise, 
but the songs too often reflect our own desires and fears. 
Turn us from despondency to expectation, from fear to love, 
from grumbling to gratitude, from ourselves to Jesus Christ,  
who leads us through death toward the rising that lifts us to be with you, 
and you with us, through the gift of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Kyrie eleison                      Doamne miluieşte 
 

Words of Grace 
 

Hymn of Praise                       Aby nás Pán  
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Prayer of the Day 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 43:16-21 
 

Thus says the Lord, 
   who makes a way in the sea, 
   a path in the mighty waters,  
who brings out chariot and horse, 
   army and warrior; 
they lie down, they cannot rise, 
   they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:  
Do not remember the former things, 
   or consider the things of old.  
I am about to do a new thing; 
   now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
I will make a way in the wilderness 
   and rivers in the desert.  
The wild animals will honor me, 
   the jackals and the ostriches; 
for I give water in the wilderness, 
   rivers in the desert, 
to give drink to my chosen people,  
   the people whom I formed for myself 
so that they might declare my praise.  

 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Acclamation             In the shadow of your wings 
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Epistle Reading Philippians 3:4b-14 
 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 
circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of 
the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a 
Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness 
under the law, blameless. Yet whatever gains I had, these I have 
come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I regard 
everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and 
I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be 
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes 
from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ and 
the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by 
becoming like him in his death, if somehow, I may attain the 
resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained this or 
have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, 
because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not 
consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: 
forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 
I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in 
Christ Jesus. 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Acclamation             In the shadow of your wings 
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Gospel Reading  John 12:1-8 
 

The Gospel according to John, chapter 12. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of 
Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. There they gave a 
dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the 
table with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure 
nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house 
was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.   

 

But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to 
betray him), said, ‘Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred 
denarii and the money given to the poor?’ (He said this not because 
he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the 
common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) Jesus said, 
‘Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day 
of my burial. You always have the poor with you, but you do not 
always have me.’ 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Psalm 126  Kimberly Rooney and Choir 
 

My mouth was filled with laughter, my tongue with shouts of joy. 
The Lord has done great things for me, and I rejoice. 

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream.  
Then our mouth was filled with laughter and our tongue with shouts of joy.  

Then it was said among the nations, "The Lord has done great things for them."  
The Lord had done great things for us, and we rejoiced.  

 

Antiphon  with Congregation 
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Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like the watercourses in the Negeb.  
May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy.  

Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing,  
shall come home with shouts of joy carrying their sheaves.  

 

Antiphon  with Congregation 
Sermon  Rev. Andy Willis 
Hymn                                     Holy woman 
 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 
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He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father  
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

God in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

Passing of the Peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

Gathering of Gifts   Lord, Make Me an Instrument of Thy Peace Choir 
Text: St. Francis of Assisi, 1181-1226; Arrangement: Robert Wetzler 

 

Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace. 
Where there is injury, let me sow pardon; 

where there is doubt, faith; despair, hope; darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy. 

 

O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love; 

for it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace. 

 

Offertory                                   Urunk hála 
 

 



 
 

 
 

9 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you.     
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.    
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

Preface 
  

Sanctus           Püha, püha, püha on Issand 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
 

Words of Institution   
 

Remembering 
 

At this table, the banner over us is love,  
because we remember Christ Jesus. 
This bread becomes for us the body of Christ.    
This wine becomes for us the blood of Christ. 
We proclaim the mystery of our faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit   
 

The Lord’s Prayer  In our many languages 
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Agnus Dei                                
 

 
 

  



 
 

 
 

13 

Songs during Communion    This is my body 

 
 

When I survey the wondrous cross 
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Follow the way 

 

 
 

Sending Prayer 
 

Benediction 
 

Announcements and Welcoming Visitors 
 

Recessional Hymn  When God restored our common life 
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Our mouth was filled with laughter 
 

 

 
Dismissal 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Weekly Worship – Up to 100 Each Sunday 
At the moment, the sanctuary can accommodate up to 100 people at a time, 
and masks must be worn during worship (age 8 and over). Please be sure to 
sign up for worship when you’re intending to come. You can sign up by 
visiting our website [https://genevalutheran.church] and clicking on “Worship 
Options.” 
 

St. John Passion by J.S. Bach – 10 April 
Next Sunday, the German-Speaking Congregation choir, along with an 
orchestra made up of members and friends, will perform Bach’s St. John 
Passion as part of a worship service. The service will take place on Sunday  
10 April at 17h30 at the Temple de la Madeleine. All are welcome to attend—
no registration required. 
 

Church School Meeting In-Person Every Other Week 
Church school is meeting in-person today and will meet online next week. This 
begins a hybrid schedule that will allow the online option every other week for 
those who are not yet attending church in person. Here is the upcoming 
schedule: 

10 April - online 
17 and 24 April - Easter break, No Church School 
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Sign Up to Assist in Leading Worship 
A number of volunteers are needed in our worship service each week. How 
might you serve in an upcoming worship service? You can sign up using the 
link in the church’s weekly email. Feel free to contact the church office with 
any questions. 
 

Resuming Weekly Coffee Hour 
After a two-year pause, our congregation is resuming a simple coffee hour after 
worship. For the moment, we are sharing coffee and tea and simple foods in 
the garden outside, weather permitting. Preparation for coffee hour is by 
neighborhood groups: 

10 April – Group E 
17 April – Group A 
24 April – Group B 
1 May – Group C 

 

If you can help on a week when your group is assigned, please let your group’s 
coordinator know. 
 

Prayers for Peace – Tuesdays at 12h00 at the Church 
During the season of Lent, our congregation and the German-Speaking 
Congregation are holding a brief time of prayer for peace each week. Every 
Tuesday at 12h00, a 10-15 minute service will take place in the sanctuary. All 
are welcome to join, and if you're unable to be present in person, you might 
consider pausing wherever you are at this time to pray for a just peace in 
Ukraine and wherever there is conflict in the world. 
 

Sandwiches for the Soup Kitchen – 5 April 
On one day each month, our congregation prepares 200 sandwiches for the 
Jardin Montbillant soup kitchen. Our next date to serve is this Tuesday, 5 
April. Might you be able to help? Please check with Corin Jorgenson today if 
helpers are still needed for this month. (corinjorgenson@gmail.com). 
 
Congregation Member Looking for Accomodation in June/July 
Laurel Borisenko will be leaving Geneva and returning to Canada permanently 
during the summer. She must give up her flat and is looking for occasional 
accommodation during June and July (approximate dates in Geneva: June 4-
8th, June 21-24th, July 18-21/or 22-27).  She is looking for temporary 
accommodation (plus bike storage) for those dates- either house-sitting or if 
anyone has a spare second bedroom. Any suggestions? Please contact her at 
078 311 2525 or laurelemail@yahoo.com 
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Thank You for Your Generosity 
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our 
community to continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of 
God’s love near and far over the past year. Your support remains essential to 
our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website: https://genevalutheran.church/giving/ 
 

 
 

Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way  
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at:  

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/ 
 

 Cover image:  
JESUS MAFA. Jesus speaks about forgiveness, from Art in the Christian Tradition,  

a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. 
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=48384 

 
 
 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva, English-Speaking Congregation 
20, rue Verdaine / CH-1204 Geneva, Switzerland 

 

www.genevalutheran.church 
office@genevalutheran.ch + 022 310 50 89 + pastor@genevalutheran.ch  

 

Holy Week and Easter Worship Schedule 
 
 

 

Thursday 14 April: Maundy Thursday, 20h00 
We commemorate Jesus’ last night with his disciples with a service of 
Communion and footwashing. 
 

 

Friday 15 April: Good Friday, 20h00 
We tell the story of Jesus’ trial and death. 
 

 

Saturday 16 April: Easter Vigil, 20h30 
We gather with the German-Speaking Congregation for the Great Vigil of 
Easter—telling biblical stories of deliverance and celebrating the light of the 
resurrection. 
 

 

Sunday 17 April: Easter Sunday, 11h00 
The celebration of Easter continues with a festive worship on Easter Sunday. 

 
 

All services will take place at the church.  
Sign up by visiting our website and clicking on the “Worship Options” page.  

 
All are welcome! 
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This Week’s Schedule:  
 

Tues, 7 April  12h00 Prayers for peace 
Thurs, 9 April  12h00 Centering Prayer* 
Sunday, 10 April 10h00 Church school* 
     11h00 Worship on Palm Sunday 

  

* denotes online activities 
 

Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and 
visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in 
cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars 
made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo 
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are post transfer slips at the back of the 
church if you would like to offer your support through our Post Account. 
Thank you very much! Bank and PostFinance details below: 
 

Credit Suisse 
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251) 
Account Number  226749-71 
Clearing Number  4835 
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0 
BIC/SWIFT  CRESCHZZ12A 

PostFinance 
The English-Speaking Congregation of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Geneva 
Account Number 12-9677-6 
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6 
BIC POFICHBEXXX 

 

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the 
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office. 
 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the 
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or 
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions 
you might have about our congregation. 
 

ELCG Connection Card 
 Name      
 Phone       
 Email       
 Comments        
       
 New to Geneva?  Y/N    Date   


