EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF GENEVA
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00
24 APRIL 2022

THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG
WELCOMES YOU!
We are a home away-from-home,
with people from different places becoming sisters and brothers in Christ.
Our members come from 40 countries and six continents. Some are in Geneva for
decades, others for only a few months. All help the parish to be a community of
shared beliefs, experiences and concerns. Opportunities for fellowship, spiritual
growth and recreation bring families, friends and acquaintances together. Such
bonds are precious in a city of so many welcomes and farewells.
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if
you have been here before and would like to know
more about our community, please fill out a
connection card. You can scan this QR code to
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering
basket or give it to one of the ushers.
We are glad you are here—welcome!

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:
Reader: Miriam Deffenbaugh
Prayer leader: Ralston Deffenbaugh
Altar care: Nyambura Njoroge
Assisting minister: Sarah Stephens
Ushers: Mee Ji, Valerie Marinoni
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation
Offering counters: Ngoni Hove, Njoroge Njuguna
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group B
Videography: Ray Woodcock

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89
Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch
office@genevalutheran.ch
www.genevalutheran.ch

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer
Second Sunday of Easter + 24 April 2022
Guest Preacher: Rev. Judy Davis
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia

Welcome
Prelude

Regine Kummer

Greeting
Jesus stands among us
even if our hearts are locked in fear.
Jesus says to us, "Peace be with you,"
even if our minds are deadened with difficulties and defeats.
Jesus breathes so that we might breathe.
The room fills with his Spirit.
Forgiveness abounds and sin loses its power,
like a virus in a fresh breeze.
We sing alleluias to Jesus Christ,
the first born of the dead, who loved us,
glorying in us from our very beginnings,
leading us to life whose endings are rebirth.
We praise the One who is
and who was and who is to come, now and ever, amen.

Hymn

O sons and daughters, let us sing
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Call to Prayer
Prayer
How difficult it is to see you, God of hope.
Our age demands un-doctored proof,
controlled experiments with repeatable results,
but what you give us are witnesses, biased ones at that.
Falsehoods and lies ring constant alerts,
and truth lies fallen in the streets
like a pile of rubbished phones.
What confidence can emerge from an ancient collection
of speeches, prophecies, letters and stories
that often contradict one another?
We confess how far we often are from trusting in you,
from following your will,
from living your love unafraid.
Forgive us when even our believing
becomes a hindrance to you,
when our certainties become oppressive to others,
or our faith turns into pride rather than humble service.
If wounds would draw us together, faithful to your word,
show us your bleeding side, Christ Jesus.
If it is your Spirit that would bind us to you,
blow like the Bise so that we might breathe
free of all that would pollute or stagnate.
If it is your word, peace, that would heal us,
speak peace in our dreams,
peace in our conversations,
peace in our eyes,
peace in our fingers,
peace in our toes,
peace reaching wide in an embrace,
large enough to become love,
until the hurt bleeds away,
and we are free from sin and death,
in the presence of your Beloved, Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Sung Prayer

Tsmindao Ghmerto

Words of Grace
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Hymn of Praise

This is the feast

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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First Reading

Acts 5:27-32

When they had brought them, they had them stand before the
council. The high priest questioned them, saying, ‘We gave you
strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled
Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this
man’s blood on us.’ But Peter and the apostles answered, ‘We must
obey God rather than any human authority. The God of our
ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a
tree. God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, so that
he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we
are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God
has given to those who obey him.’
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 118:14-29
The Lord is my strength and my might;
and has become my salvation.
Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous:
‘The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly.
The right hand of the Lord is exalted;
‘The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly.
I shall not die, but I shall live,
and declare the deeds of the Lord.
The Lord indeed punished me sorely,
but did not give me over to death.
Open for me the gates of righteousness;
I will enter them and give thanks to the Lord.
This is the gate of the Lord;
here the righteous may enter.
I give thanks to you for you have answered me
and you have become my salvation.
The stone that the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.
By the Lord has this been done;
it is marvellous in our eyes.
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Song

This is the day
Sung softly while the reader finishes the Psalm

This is the day that the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Hosanna, O Lord save us! We pray to you, Lord, prosper our days!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
We bless you from the house of the Lord.
The Lord is God, and has given us light.
Form a procession with branches, up to the corners of the altar.
You are my God, and I will thank you;
you are my God, I will exalt you.
Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good,
God's mercy endures for ever.

Translation from Evangelical Lutheran Worship

Second Reading

Revelation 1:4-8

John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace
from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the
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seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings
of the earth. To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his
blood, and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and
Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever.
Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even
those who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth
will wail.
"I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, who is and
who was and who is to come, the Almighty.
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
Alleluia

Gospel Reading

John 20:19-31

The Gospel according to John, chapter 20.
Glory to you, O Lord.
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear
of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be
with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side.
Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to
them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send
you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ But
Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with
them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have
seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the
nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my
hand in his side, I will not believe.’ A week later his disciples were
again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be
with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my
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hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but
believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said
to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are
those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’ Now Jesus
did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not
written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through
believing you may have life in his name.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia
Sermon
Hymn

Rev. Judy Davis
God, give us peace that lasts
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
God in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Passing of the Peace
Christ is risen
Christ is risen, indeed!
Gathering of Gifts

Hristos voskrese
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Offertory hymn

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

Preface
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Sanctus

Eucharistic Prayer
Words of Institution
Remembering
At this table we remember Christ's presence with us,
with a scarred side and wounded hands and feet. He touches us.
This bread becomes for us his body, this wine, his blood.
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of our faith:

Prayer to the Holy Spirit
Sung Amen
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The Lord’s Prayer

In our many languages

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
Lamb of God

Songs during Communion
Christ is risen from the dead
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Hristos a inviate
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We who once were dead

Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements and Welcoming Visitors
Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Church School Resumes 1 May
Church School will resume with an in-person class on 1 May. We will
alternate weeks of meeting in person and online for the remainder of the
spring. Contact the church office or Natalie and Chad Rimmer with any
questions.
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Weekly Worship – Up to 100 Each Sunday
At the moment, the sanctuary can accommodate up to 100 people at a time,
and masks must be worn during worship (age 8 and over). Please be sure to
sign up for worship when you’re intending to come. You can sign up by
visiting our website [https://genevalutheran.church] and clicking on “Worship
Options.”

Resuming Weekly Coffee Hour
After a two-year pause, our congregation is resuming a simple coffee hour after
worship. For the moment, we are sharing coffee and tea and simple foods in
the garden outside, weather permitting. Preparation for coffee hour is by
neighborhood groups:
1 May – Group C
8 May – Group D
15 May – Group E
22 May – Group A
If you can help on a week when your group is assigned,
please let your group’s coordinator know.

Prayers for Peace – Tuesdays at 12h00 at the Church
The German-Speaking Congregation is currently holding a brief time of prayer
for peace each week. Every Tuesday at 12h00, a 10-15 minute service will take
place in the sanctuary. All are welcome to join.

Thank You for Your Generosity
Generous contributions from members and friends enable our community to
continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of God’s love near
and far. Your support remains essential to our ministry together. Please
continue to give as you are able this season—details are on our website:
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/
Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at:
https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/
Cover image:
Caravaggio, Michelangelo Merisi da, 1573-1610. The Incredulity of Saint Thomas,
from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=54170

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva, English-Speaking Congregation
20, rue Verdaine / CH-1204 Geneva, Switzerland
www.genevalutheran.church
office@genevalutheran.ch + 022 310 50 89 + pastor@genevalutheran.ch
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This Week’s Schedule:
12h00
19h00
Thursday, 28 April 12h00
19h30
Sunday, 1 May
10h00
11h00
Tuesday, 26 April

Prayers for peace
Congregation Council meeting
Centering Prayer*
Choir practice
Church School
Worship on Third Sunday of Easter

* denotes online activities

Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and
visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in
cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars
made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are post transfer slips at the back of the
church if you would like to offer your support through our Post Account.
Thank you very much! Bank and PostFinance details below:
Credit Suisse
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number 226749-71
Clearing Number 4835
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0
BIC/SWIFT CRESCHZZ12A

PostFinance
The English-Speaking Congregation of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Geneva
Account Number 12-9677-6
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC POFICHBEXXX

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions
you might have about our congregation.
ELCG Connection Card
Name
Phone
Email
Comments
New to Geneva? Y/N

Date
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