EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF GENEVA
EASTER SUNDAY

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00
17 APRIL 2022

THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG
WELCOMES YOU!
We are a parish of many cultures and traditions,
with deep Lutheran roots and wide ecumenical branches.
Geneva is a crossroads city and our doors are open to people from all over the
world. About half of our members come from Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist,
Catholic, Anglican and other traditions, and half have Lutheran links. The
Lutheran Church of Geneva was started by German expatriates in the 18th
century, and the English-Speaking Congregation was formed in the 1950s after
the World Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation, World YWCA and
United Nations agencies opened offices in Geneva.
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if
you have been here before and would like to know
more about our community, please fill out a
connection card. You can scan this QR code to
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering
basket or give it to one of the ushers.
We are glad you are here—welcome!

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:
Reader: Vinita Manchala
Prayer leader: Caroline van der Veen
Altar care: Marian Frerichs
Assisting minister: Elaine Neuenfeldt
Ushers: Kerstin Kollander, Hiromi Yano
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation
Offering counter: Ray Woodcock
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group A
Videography: Ray Woodcock

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89
Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch
office@genevalutheran.ch
www.genevalutheran.ch

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer
Easter Sunday + 17 April 2022
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Belarus, Moldova, Russia, Ukraine

Welcome
Prelude

Regine Kummer

Greeting
A rising stronger than tombs and tanks,
a rising of the spirit that grasps what is life-giving even in death,
a rising of the new community discovering the power of love,
a rising of the hope for justice, for peace, for an end to brutality and lies,
a rising that rings good news—'Evil shall not reign'—
that sings of redeeming work rather than destruction,
of victory over death, so fear loses its sway,
of soaring with Christ, following our exalted head,
the Risen One unites us with him,
like Christ we rise.

Hymn

Jesus Christ is risen today

From Psalm 118
This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
let us rejoice
and be glad in it.
The LORD is my strength and my might;
God has become my salvation.
I shall not die, but I shall live,
and recount the deeds of the LORD.
Open to me the gates of righteousness,
that I may enter through them
and give thanks to the LORD.
This is the gate of the LORD;
the righteous shall enter through it.
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I thank you that you have answered me
and have become my salvation.
The stone that the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.
This is the Lord's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.
This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Thanksgiving for Baptism
Gracious God,
when darkness hung heavy in the chaos,
you spoke light over the waters, and life came forth,
created and creating, nourished by the rains.
When we became burdened by the dead weight
of violence and greed,
you floated us as if we were an ark,
sailing through the roiled seas,
bringing us safely to dry land
brightened by a rainbow.
From the waters of the womb
until the healing river you promise at the end of time,
your love does not end.
We give you thanks and rejoice.
When we are despairing about all the tombstones in our way,
you gather us with Mary Magdalene,
Joanna, Mary the mother of James,
and all the other women who have passed on
the good news of the rising of Christ.
In the waters of baptism, they become our sisters.
We are washed into your family,
becoming a resurrection people
for whom love does not end.
We give you thanks and rejoice.
Around the font, we are no longer strangers or second class,
no longer separated into those excelling and those left behind,
no longer left to ourselves, serving only ourselves.
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You have anointed us with the Spirit
so that as a community of your Beloved, we rise.
We become more and more like Jesus Christ, whom we serve,
in whom love never ends.
We give you thanks and rejoice.
We praise the Blessed Trinity,
who has named us,
drawing us into life so strong we call it eternal,
so wonderful it demands all that we are.
Hymn of Praise
Gracias, muchas gracias
Rafael Zamora (Costa Rica); Arranged by Terry MacArthur

Choir

Refrain: Gracias Señor. Gracias Señor.
We give you thanks, lives full of thanks. Gracias Señor. Gracias Señor.
We give you thanks with our lives.
Gracias, muchas gracias, siempre gracias mi Señor.
1. With all our laughter and all of our song
with all our struggle and sorrow
ourselves we offer. To you we belong.
Your word brings hope for the morrow.
Longing for life which comes only from you,
we wait the strength for tomorrow.
Taking what we give, you make something new for all people,
all our sisters and friends.
Refrain
2. Forest and river, tall mountain and sea,
city with noisy throngs teeming,
land bearing fruit for a bright jubilee,
dancing and drawing and dreaming:
all that we are is surrendered to you, carried in your hands, redeeming,
changing what we give to make something new for all people,
all our brothers and friends.
Refrain
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Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Epistle Reading

1 Corinthians 15:19-26

If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people
most to be pitied. But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead,
the first fruits of those who have died. For since death came through
a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a
human being; for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in
Christ. But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his
coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he
hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after he has destroyed
every ruler and every authority and power. For he must reign until
he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be
destroyed is death.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Alleluia
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Gospel

Luke 24:1-12

The Gospel according to Luke, chapter 24.
Glory to you, O Lord.
But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the
tomb, taking the spices that they had prepared. They found the stone
rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in, they did not find
the body. While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men
in dazzling clothes stood beside them. The women were terrified and
bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, ‘Why do
you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen.
Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the
Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on
the third day rise again.’ Then they remembered his words, and
returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the
rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of
James, and the other women with them who told this to the apostles.
But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not
believe them. But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and
looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went
home, amazed at what had happened.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia
Sermon

Rev. Andy Willis
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Hymn

A toi la gloire
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Affirmation of Faith

Acts 10:34-43 and the Apostles’ Creed

“I truly understand that God shows no partiality,
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
but in every nation, anyone who fears God and does what is right is
acceptable to God.
creator of heaven and earth.
You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching
peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.
That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after
the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed
by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he
did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by
hanging him on a tree;
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
but God raised him on the third day
On the third day he rose again.
and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were
chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after
he rose from the dead.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father,
He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is
the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead.
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
All the prophets testify about him
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins
through his name."
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
God in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Passing of the Peace
Christ is risen
Christ is risen, indeed!
Gathering of Gifts
Hope's Song
Adapted from a song by Rebecca St. James; Vocal and guitar by Chad Rimmer
There's a story that started on Christmas
When a baby was born in the night
And those who came far, followed this star
Were seeing a heavenly light, a heavenly sight.
Well the years hurried by, and the boy, now a man
Could make the blind see with a touch of his hand
He was born to be King -- he was Rabbi and Priest
The best that he had, he gave to the least.
He was born and he died, almost 2,000 years ago
He laughed and he cried, he felt all the fears we know
But what does it matter? A story so strange...
And if it is true, what does it change?
Well he spoke like a prophet -- like no one they'd heard
A simple young carpenter -- crowds hung on every word
He hated injustice -- He taught what is right
He said “I'm the way, and the truth, and the light.”
His friends soon believed that truly he was the one.
The Savior, Messiah, God's own incarnate Love.
But others, they doubted, they did not agree
So they took him, they tried him, He died on a tree.
But God has made a way for all who mourn and grieve
Death will never be the end, this you can believe.
There is nothing left to fear, nothing Heaven knows
For He walked our way to give us life
and to give us hope He rose.
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Offertory Hymn

Bendice, Señor, nuestro pan

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

Preface
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Sanctus

You are holy

Eucharistic Prayer
Words of Institution
Remembering
Dying, he destroyed death; living, his love overcomes all.
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of our faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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Prayer to the Holy Spirit
The Lord’s Prayer

In our many languages

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Agnus Dei

Oi, Jumalan Karitsa
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Songs during Communion

At the Lamb's high feast we sing

Halleluya Puji Tuhan
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Hallelujah

Hymn

Alleluia! Jesus is risen!

14

Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements and Welcoming Visitors
Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Weekly Worship – Up to 100 Each Sunday
At the moment, the sanctuary can accommodate up to 100 people at a time,
and masks must be worn during worship (age 8 and over). Please be sure to
sign up for worship when you’re intending to come. You can sign up by
visiting our website [https://genevalutheran.church] and clicking on “Worship
Options.”

Church School Resumes 1 May
Church School is currently taking a break and will resume on 1 May. We will
alternate weeks of meeting in person and online for the remainder of the
spring. Contact the church office or Natalie and Chad Rimmer with any
questions.

Resuming Weekly Coffee Hour
Our congregation serves a simple coffee hour in the church garden after
worship. Preparation for coffee hour is by neighborhood groups:
24 April – Group B
1 May – Group C
8 May – Group D
If you can help on a week when your group is assigned,
please let your group’s coordinator know.

Sign Up to Assist in Leading Worship
A number of volunteers are needed in our worship service each week. How
might you serve in an upcoming worship service? You can sign up using the
link in the church’s weekly email. Feel free to contact the church office with
any questions.

Prayers for Peace – Tuesdays at 12h00 at the Church
The German-Speaking Congregation is currently holding a brief time of prayer
for peace each week. Every Tuesday at 12h00, a 10-15 minute service will take
place in the sanctuary. All are welcome to join.

Thank You for Your Generosity
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our
community to continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of
God’s love near and far over the past year. Your support remains essential to
our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website: https://genevalutheran.church/giving/
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Our congregation is committed to handling personal data in a responsible and transparent way
and in compliance with Swiss law. You’ll find our Data Privacy Notice at:
https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/
Cover image:
He Qi, “Easter Morning”
https://www.heqiart.com

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva, English-Speaking Congregation
20, rue Verdaine / CH-1204 Geneva, Switzerland
www.genevalutheran.church
office@genevalutheran.ch + 022 310 50 89 + pastor@genevalutheran.ch
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This Week’s Schedule:
Tuesday, 19 April
Sunday, 24 April

12h00 Prayers for peace
11h00 Worship on Second Sunday of Easter,
Rev. Judy Davis preaching

Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and
visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in
cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars
made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are post transfer slips at the back of the
church if you would like to offer your support through our Post Account.
Thank you very much! Bank and PostFinance details below:
Credit Suisse
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number 226749-71
Clearing Number 4835
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0
BIC/SWIFT CRESCHZZ12A

PostFinance
The English-Speaking Congregation of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Geneva
Account Number 12-9677-6
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC POFICHBEXXX

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions
you might have about our congregation.
ELCG Connection Card
Name
Phone
Email
Comments
New to Geneva? Y/N

Date
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