EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF GENEVA
ASH WEDNESDAY

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 19H00
2 MARCH 2022

THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG
WELCOMES YOU!
We are a community on the move,
discovering Christ together on the journey of faith.
We see Christianity as a path to be walked together—learning, serving, praying,
sharing, and growing alongside sisters and brothers. As we live and practice our
faith, we not only encounter a new community; we also find the presence of God.
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if
you have been here before and would like to know
more about our community, please fill out a
connection card. You can scan this QR code to
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering
basket or give it to one of the ushers.
We are glad you are here—welcome!

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this evening:
Reader: Dirk Lange
Animateur: Nathan Day Wilson
Prayer leader: Elisabeth Benn
Altar care: Marian Frerichs
Assisting minister: Elisabeth Benn
Ushers: Aleida Auld, Christoph & Elisabeth Benn
Videographer: Ray Woodcock

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89
Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch
office@genevalutheran.ch
www.genevalutheran.ch

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer
Ash Wednesday + 2 March 2022
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Belgium, Luxembourg, Netherlands

Welcome
Prelude

Regine Kummer

Opening Words
Because our dreams can easily turn to ashes
and our lives to dust,
we seek the steadfast love and abundant mercy of God,
hoping that in God's saving grace we might find joy,
and in God's deliverance peace.
We come to be reconciled to God
in the face of stark uncertainties and war,
to be sustained by God's willing spirit,
to be restored, forgiven, held, lifted in Jesus Christ.

Hymn

We lay our broken world

Invitation to the Lenten Discipline
Call to Confession

Isaiah 58:1-7

Shout out, do not hold back!
Lift up your voice like a trumpet!
Announce to my people their rebellion,
to the house of Jacob their sins.
Yet day after day they seek me
and delight to know my ways,
as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness
and did not forsake the ordinance of their God;
they ask of me righteous judgements,
they delight to draw near to God.
‘Why do we fast, but you do not see?
Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?’
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast-day,
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and oppress all your workers.
Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight
and to strike with a wicked fist.
Such fasting as you do today
will not make your voice heard on high.
Is such the fast that I choose,
a day to humble oneself?
Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush,
and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?
Will you call this a fast,
a day acceptable to the Lord?
Is not this the fast that I choose:
to loose the bonds of injustice,
to undo the thongs of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free,
and to break every yoke?
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,
and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover them,
and not to hide yourself from your own kin?
Silence
Sung Kyrie eleison
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Prayer of Confession

Psalm 51

Have mercy on me, O God,
Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy
blot out my transgressions.
Have mercy on me, O God.
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin.
For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.
Silence
Sung Kyrie eleison

Against you, you alone, have I sinned,
and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you are justified in your sentence
and blameless when you pass judgment.
Indeed, I was born guilty,
a sinner when my mother conceived me.
Have mercy on me, O God.
You desire truth in the inward being;
therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
Have mercy on me, O God.
Let me hear joy and gladness;
let the bones that you have crushed rejoice.
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Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.
Have mercy on me, O God.
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
Create in me a clean heart
and put a new and right spirit within me.
Put a new spirit within me.
Put a right spirit within me.
Do not cast me away from your presence,
and do not take your holy spirit from me.
Silence
Sung Kyrie eleison
Restore to me the joy of your salvation.
Restore me.
And sustain in me a willing spirit.
Restore to me joy.
Then I will teach transgressors your ways,
and sinners will return to you.
Deliver me from bloodshed, O God,
O God of my salvation,
and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance.
O LORD, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare your praise.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation.
For you have no delight in sacrifice;
if I were to give a burnt offering, you would not be pleased.
The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit;
broken
a broken and contrite heart,
broken, contrite
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.
Sung Kyrie eleison
Imposition of Ashes
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Songs

Just as I am

I will live for you alone

Words of Forgiveness

Isaiah 58:8-12

Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,
and your healing shall spring up quickly;
your vindicator shall go before you,
the glory of the Lord shall be your rearguard.
Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer;
you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.
If you remove the yoke from among you,
the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
if you offer your food to the hungry
and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
then your light shall rise in the darkness
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and your gloom be like the noonday.
The Lord will guide you continually,
and satisfy your needs in parched places,
and make your bones strong;
and you shall be like a watered garden,
like a spring of water,
whose waters never fail.
Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt;
you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;
you shall be called the repairer of the breach,
the restorer of streets to live in.
Response

Take, O take me as I am

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Epistle Reading

2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10

Since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf
of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin
who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness
of God. As we work together with him, we urge you also not to
accept the grace of God in vain. For he says, "At an acceptable time
I have listened to you, and on a day of salvation I have helped you."
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See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! We
are putting no obstacle in anyone's way, so that no fault may be
found with our ministry, but as servants of God we have
commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in
afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots,
labors, sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience,
kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the
power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand
and for the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute.
We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet
are well known; as dying, and see — we are alive; as punished, and
yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making
many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Sung Response

O Sun of Justice
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Gospel Reading

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 6.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] ‘Beware of practicing your piety before others in order
to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in
heaven. ‘So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before
you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that
they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received
their reward. But when you give alms, do not let your left hand
know what your right hand is doing, so that your alms may be done
in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
‘And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love
to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that
they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their
reward. But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the
door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who
sees in secret will reward you.
‘And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for
they disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting.
Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But when you fast,
put oil on your head and wash your face, so that your fasting may be
seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your
Father who sees in secret will reward you.
‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and
rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.’
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Rev. Andy Willis
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Hymn

Dust and ashes

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession
God in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Passing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Offering

We, who once were dead
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The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Preface
Sanctus

Holy, holy, holy
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Eucharistic Prayer
Words of Institution
Remembering
At this table, the banner over us is love,
because we remember Christ Jesus.
This bread becomes for us the body of Christ.
This wine becomes for us the blood of Christ.
We proclaim the mystery of our faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Prayer to the Holy Spirit
The Lord’s Prayer

In our many languages

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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Agnus Dei

Song during Communion

Follow the way
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Sending Prayer
Benediction
Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Weekly Worship – Up to 75 Each Sunday
At the moment, the sanctuary can accommodate up to 75 people at a time, and
masks must be worn at all times in the building (age 8 and over). Covid passes
are no longer required. Please be sure to sign up for worship when you’re
intending to come. You can sign up by visiting our website
[https://genevalutheran.church] and clicking on “Worship Options.
If you sign up and then realize you won’t make it to church, please remove your name
from the list by 9h00 Sunday to make room for others to attend.

Lent Study – Embracing Justice
This Lent, groups will meet weekly to discuss the new book Embracing Justice,
by Isabelle Hamley. The book examines various biblical portrayals of justice
and invites us to imagine how we, as churches, communities and individual
Christians, can seek and practice justice even when enmeshed in a fractured
world. While it’s no longer possible to order a book through the church, you’re
still welcome to order a book on your own and join the study. If you'd like to
participate, please contact Andy Willis this week.

World Day of Prayer Service – 4 March at the Ecumenical Center
The World Day of Prayer is an ecumenical prayer movement led by women
around the world. This year’s program is led by the WDP group from England,
Wales, and Northern Ireland and is focused on the theme “I know the plans I
have for you” (Jermiah 29). A worship service will take place at the
Ecumenical Center (Route des Morillons 1, Grand Saconnex) on Friday 4
March at 16h00. All are welcome to attend.

Sign Up to Assist in Leading Worship
A number of volunteers are needed in our worship service each week—reading
scripture, leading prayers, welcoming worshippers, preparing and serving
Communion. How might you serve in an upcoming worship service? You can
sign up using the link in the church’s weekly email. Feel free to contact the
church office with any questions.

Thank You for Your Generosity
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our
community to continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of
God’s love near and far over the past year. Your support remains essential to
our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website: https://genevalutheran.church/giving/
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This Week’s Schedule:
Thursday, 3 March 12h00 Centering Prayer*
19h30 Choir practice
Friday, 4 March
16h00 World Day of Prayer service at
Ecumenical Center
Saturday, 5 March
9h30 Confirmation class
Sunday, 6 March
10h00 Church school*
11h00 Worship on the First Sunday in Lent
* denotes online-only activities

Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and
visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in
cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars
made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are post transfer slips at the back of the
church if you would like to offer your support through our Post Account.
Thank you very much! Bank and PostFinance details below:
Credit Suisse
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number 226749-71
Clearing Number 4835
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0
BIC/SWIFT CRESCHZZ12A

PostFinance
The English-Speaking Congregation of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Geneva
Account Number 12-9677-6
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC POFICHBEXXX

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the

connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions
you might have about our congregation.
ELCG Connection Card
Name
Phone
Email
Comments
New to Geneva? Y/N

Date
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