EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF GENEVA
FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00
27 MARCH 2022

THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG
WELCOMES YOU!
We are a congregation where music, liturgy, and prayer reflect the
richness of the global church.
We gather each week for worship that is both firmly rooted in the ancient forms
and traditions of Christian liturgy and attuned to contemporary concerns. We
encounter the good news of Jesus in scripture, in song, in the sacraments, and in
the gathered community. The Ecumenical Prayer Cycle shapes our weekly
worship, leading us to pray for and sing songs from different parts of the world.
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if
you have been here before and would like to know
more about our community, please fill out a
connection card. You can scan this QR code to
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering
basket or give it to one of the ushers.
We are glad you are here this morning—welcome!

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:
Readers: Monika Herder, Luke Rimmer
Prayer leader: Sarah Stephens
Altar care: Fulata Moyo, Cristina Rendón
Assisting minister: Miriam Deffenbaugh
Ushers: Bernice & Hans Dörig
Flowers: Monika Herder
Offering counters: Monika Herder, Tom Taylor
Videography: Ray Woodcock
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group C

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89
Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch
office@genevalutheran.ch
www.genevalutheran.ch

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer
Fourth Sunday of Lent + 27 March 2022
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Czech Republic, Poland, Slovakia

Welcome
Prelude

Regine Kummer

Opening Words
The feel of home,
the way our fingers remember the dirt, the stones, the doorknobs;
the tastes of home,
what Dad or Mom used to bake to remind us we were special;
the smells of home,
the pets, the stove, the water, the garden, the hallway, the garage.
Here we gather, hoping that others will be at home with us,
at home with Christ Jesus, our host.
Whether we be orphans, strangers, or simply lost,
whether we are aching for somewhere else or trying to settle down,
whether we are rooted in our faith
or wondering what direction to take,
there is food here, and company, and a welcome.
Here we celebrate the victory of love
as we eat and drink together, becoming the body of Christ,
whose arms are wide open.

Hymn

Gather us in
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Call to Prayer
Prayer of Confession
Just when we thought we were welcoming and open, merciful God,
we hear ourselves mutter the offhand comment that judges,
the sly observation that belittles, if not outright condemns.
We become owners rather than gracious hosts.
We have worked hard for our place,
and we don't want anyone trashing it.
Just when we thought we were inviting,
we hear our doubts.
How will this work?
Will others take inordinate advantage?
Is this sustainable?
Just when we thought we were available to strangers,
we realize we often don't understand what they say,
how they behave,
in what ways they might become gifts.
Forgive us when we pull back from love,
when the fear of being overwhelmed restrains us,
when what we have to offer feels too small or broken.
Turn us toward your way,
so we become reconciled with you,
with each other,
with the unknown ones awaiting our smiles,
with our better selves,
so we rejoice together,
at home in the company of the forgiven,
in the sanctuary where sinners find embracing arms,
through Jesus Christ.
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Kyrie eleison

Doamne miluieşte

Words of Grace
Hymn of Praise

Aby nás Pán
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Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Sung Response

O Sun of Justice verse 1
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Psalm 32
Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.
Happy are those to whom the LORD imputes no iniquity,
and in whose spirit there is no deceit.
While I kept silence,
my body wasted away through my groaning all day long.
For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;
my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.
Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not hide my iniquity;
I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,"
and you forgave the guilt of my sin.
Therefore let all who are faithful offer prayer to you;
at a time of distress, the rush of mighty waters shall not reach them.
You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with glad cries of deliverance.
I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go;
I will counsel you with my eye upon you.
Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding,
whose temper must be curbed with bit and bridle,
else it will not stay near you.
Many are the torments of the wicked,
but steadfast love surrounds those who trust in the LORD.
Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, O righteous,
and shout for joy, all you upright in heart.
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Sung Response

O Sun of Justice

Epistle Reading

verse 2

2 Corinthians 5:16-21

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of
view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of
view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ,
there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see,
everything has become new! All this is from God, who reconciled us
to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of
reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting
the message of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for
Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you
on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him
to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Sung Response

O Sun of Justice
7

verse 3

Gospel Reading

Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

The Gospel according to Luke, chapter 15.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to
[Jesus]. And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and
saying, ‘This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.’ So he
told them this parable:
‘There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to
his father, “Father, give me the share of the property that will belong
to me.” So he divided his property between them. A few days later
the younger son gathered all he had and travelled to a distant
country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living.
When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place
throughout that country, and he began to be in need. So he went and
hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him
to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with
the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything.
But when he came to himself he said, “How many of my father’s
hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of
hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him,
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer
worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.’"
So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his
father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his
arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, “Father,
I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy
to be called your son.” But the father said to his slaves, “Quickly,
bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his
finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and
let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive
again; he was lost and is found!” And they began to celebrate.
‘Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and
approached the house, he heard music and dancing. He called one of
the slaves and asked what was going on. He replied, “Your brother
has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has
got him back safe and sound.” Then he became angry and refused to
go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. But he
answered his father, “Listen! For all these years I have been working
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like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet
you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate
with my friends. But when this son of yours came back, who has
devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for
him!” Then the father said to him, “Son, you are always with me,
and all that is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice,
because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was
lost and has been found.”’
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Rev. Andy Willis
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Hymn

Debestēvs, ak
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
God in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Sung Prayer for Peace

Modlitwa o pokój

Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
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Gathering of Gifts
For the word
Music: Czech folk melody; Text: Terry MacArthur
Arrangement: Regine Kummer
For the word sighing over chaos
bringing forth a world embraced by air,
for warnings of prophets against injustice
we give you thanks, o gracious God.
For the songs of freedom rising toward the light,
for compassion translating love
where fear had become hate
we give you thanks, o gracious God.
Offertory

Urunk hála

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Preface
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Choir

Sanctus

Püha, püha, püha on Issand
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Eucharistic Prayer
Words of Institution
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Remembering
At this table, the banner over us is love,
because we remember Christ Jesus.
This bread becomes for us the body of Christ.
This wine becomes for us the blood of Christ.
We proclaim the mystery of our faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Prayer to the Holy Spirit
The Lord’s Prayer

In our many languages

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Agnus Dei
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Songs during Communion
Now we join in celebration
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Follow the way

Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements and Welcoming Visitors
Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Weekly Worship – Up to 75 Each Sunday
At the moment, the sanctuary can accommodate up to 75 people at a time, and
masks must be worn at all times in the building (age 8 and over). Covid passes
are no longer required. Please be sure to sign up for worship when you’re
intending to come. You can sign up by visiting our website
[https://genevalutheran.church] and clicking on “Worship Options.”

Sign Up to Assist in Leading Worship
A number of volunteers are needed in our worship service each week. How
might you serve in an upcoming worship service? You can sign up using the
link in the church’s weekly email. Feel free to contact the church office with
any questions.

Church School Meeting In-Person Every Other Week
Church school is meeting in-person today and will meet online next week. This
begins a hybrid schedule that will allow the online option every other week for
those who are not yet attending church in person. Here is the upcoming
schedule:
3 April - IN PERSON (top floor of church)
10 April - online
17 and 24 April - Easter break, No Church School

Resuming Weekly Coffee Hour
After a two-year pause, our congregation is resuming a simple coffee hour after
worship. For the moment, we are just sharing coffee and tea in the garden
outside, weather permitting. We are preparing the coffee and tea by
neighborhood groups:
3 April – Group D
10 April – Group E
17 April – Group A
24 April – Group B
We need just 3 or 4 people each week; if you can help on a week when your
group is assigned, please let your group’s coordinator know.

Prayers for Peace – Tuesdays at 12h00 at the Church
During the season of Lent, our congregation and the German-Speaking
Congregation are holding a brief time of prayer for peace each week. Every
Tuesday at 12h00, a 10-15 minute service will take place in the sanctuary. All
are welcome to join, and if you're unable to be present in person, you might
consider pausing wherever you are at this time to pray for a just peace in
Ukraine and wherever there is conflict in the world.
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Data Privacy Notice
A major revision of the Swiss Federal Act on Data Protection, which is the key
legal instrument regulating data protection in Switzerland, is expected to come
into force in the course of 2022. Our congregation being an association under
Swiss law, it is subject to the Federal Act. During the past year, the
Congregation Council, working with Pastor Andy and our Webmaster Ray
Woodcock, has been preparing a data privacy framework that aims to reflect
the revised Federal Act. Our framework comprises the Data Privacy Notice, a
series of consent forms, as well as detailed internal guidance for the Church
Office on such questions as data safeguarding and retention periods. The
principal focus of the consent forms is on photography and audio-visual
recordings. You will find the Data Privacy Notice at:
https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/
Please do not hesitate to submit any questions you may have to the Church
Office.

Sandwiches for the Soup Kitchen – 5 April
On one day each month, our congregation prepares 200 sandwiches for the
Jardin Montbillant soup kitchen. Our next date to serve is Tuesday, 5 April,
and we are looking for several households who can each prepare 20
sandwiches. Might you be able to help? To sign up, contact the church office or
Corin Jorgenson (corinjorgenson@gmail.com).

Congregation Member Looking for Accomodation in June/July
Laurel Borisenko will be leaving Geneva and returning to Canada permanently
during the summer. She must give up her flat and is looking for occasional
accommodation during June and July (approximate dates in Geneva: June 48th, June 21-24th, July 18-21/or 22-27). She is looking for temporary
accommodation (plus bike storage) for those dates- either house-sitting or if
anyone has a spare second bedroom. Any suggestions? Please contact her at
078 311 2525 or laurelemail@yahoo.com

Thank You for Your Generosity
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our
community to continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of
God’s love near and far over the past year. Your support remains essential to
our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website: https://genevalutheran.church/giving/
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Holy Week and Easter Worship Schedule
Thursday 14 April: Maundy Thursday, 20h00 - at the church
We commemorate Jesus’ last night with his disciples with a service of
Communion and footwashing.
Friday 15 April: Good Friday, 20h00 - at the church
We tell the story of Jesus’ trial and death.
Saturday 16 April: Easter Vigil, 20h30 – location to be determined
We gather with the German-Speaking Congregation for the Great Vigil of
Easter—telling biblical stories of deliverance and celebrating the light of the
resurrection.
Sunday 21 April: Easter Sunday, 11h00 – at the church
The celebration of Easter continues with a festive worship on Easter Sunday.
All are welcome

Cover image:
Swanson, John August. Prodigal Son,
from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56559

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva, English-Speaking Congregation
20, rue Verdaine / CH-1204 Geneva, Switzerland
www.genevalutheran.church
office@genevalutheran.ch + 022 310 50 89 + pastor@genevalutheran.ch
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This Week’s Schedule:
Tues, 29 March
Thurs, 31 March
Sunday, 3 April

12h00
12h00
19h30
10h00
11h00

Prayers for peace
Centering Prayer*
Choir practice
Church school on the 3rd floor
Worship on the Fifth Sunday in Lent

* denotes online activities

Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and
visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in
cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars
made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are post transfer slips at the back of the
church if you would like to offer your support through our Post Account.
Thank you very much! Bank and PostFinance details below:
Credit Suisse
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number 226749-71
Clearing Number 4835
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0
BIC/SWIFT CRESCHZZ12A

PostFinance
The English-Speaking Congregation of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Geneva
Account Number 12-9677-6
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC POFICHBEXXX

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the

connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions
you might have about our congregation.
ELCG Connection Card
Name
Phone
Email
Comments
New to Geneva? Y/N

Date
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