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ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION 
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00 

20 MARCH 2022  



THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

 
We are church with open arms,  

where each person is welcome in God’s all-inclusive love. 
Jesus shared God’s gracious love with all people, and we seek to follow this 
example. People of any economic status, marital or family situation, sexual 

orientation, gender identity, or ability are welcome to full participation in our 
congregation. We honor the unique gifts of each. 

Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 
 
 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if 
you have been here before and would like to know 
more about our community, please fill out a 
connection card. You can scan this QR code to 
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on 
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering 
basket or give it to one of the ushers.  
 

We are glad you are here this morning—welcome! 
 
 
 
Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:  
Reader: Natalie Rimmer 
Prayer leader: Judy Davis 
Altar care: Clare Duran 
Assisting minister: Elisabeth Benn 
Ushers: Aleida Auld, Riza Le Geyt 
Flowers: Hiromi Yano 
Offering counters: Phyllis Brewah, Christoph Benn 
Videography: Ray Woodcock 
Coffee hour: Neighborhood Group B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva 
English-Speaking Congregation 

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland 
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89          

Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        
www.genevalutheran.ch  

 

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer 

 
Third Sunday of Lent + 20 March 2022 

 
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania 

 
 

   
Welcome   
 

Prelude     Regine Kummer    
 

Opening Words  
 

The season of seeking does not subside.  
In the face of atrocities and lies,  
we do not escape the question, "Why?" 
In the world thirsty for oil and worried about flour and fertilizer,  
we come to hear what is given and to what we are called,  
to discern how we might hold each other up  
so that no one falls.  
We seek a returning to mercy and grace,  
to thoughts that reach higher than the calculation of gain and loss,  
to taste, without price, the bread that satisfies,  
to ponder anew what God is doing in our lives, in our world, 
to raise the Amen to the gift of love in Jesus Christ. 
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Hymn                     Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
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Call to Prayer   
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

God of life, 
somehow, we didn't need to learn selfishness. 
It seems to have been there with us from the very beginning. 
tangled up with wants, hurts, angers,  
jealousies, strivings for status or rank. 
Even the best that we do often gets subverted. 
We seek your liberating word, 
which turns us to see the depth and power of love, 
so we are not left alone within self-reflecting mirrors, 
but look toward compassion's horizon full of mercy and truth. 

 

  



 
 

 
 

4 

Sung Prayer                            Debestēvs, ak  verse 1 
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By your cross we are re-directed, Jesus Christ. 
Save us from ourselves. 
Lift our sights to behold the world you have given us 
so we ask, "How is it doing and how might we help?" 
Expand our vision so we notice the unseen neighbor and ask 
"How are you doing?"  
and then listen carefully to discern what might help. 
Invite us to look to you, and summon in us the courage to ask,  
"How are you doing?"  
and then wait in the silence to hear what you say. 

 

Sung Prayer                            Debestēvs, ak  verse 2 
 

Words of Grace 
 

Sung Prayer                            Debestēvs, ak  verse 3 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 55:1-9 
 

Ho, everyone who thirsts, 
   come to the waters; 
and you that have no money, 
   come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk 
   without money and without price.  
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
   and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
   and delight yourselves in rich food.  
Incline your ear, and come to me; 
   listen, so that you may live. 
I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
   my steadfast, sure love for David.  
See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
   a leader and commander for the peoples.  
See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 
   and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 
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because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
   for he has glorified you.  
 

Seek the Lord while he may be found, 
   call upon him while he is near;  
let the wicked forsake their way, 
   and the unrighteous their thoughts; 
let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, 
   and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.  
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
   nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.  
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
   so are my ways higher than your ways 
   and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Sung Response                    O Sun of Justice  
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Psalm 63:1-8  
 

O God, you are my God, I seek you, my soul thirsts for you;  
my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land  
  where there is no water. 
So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary,  
beholding your power and glory. 
Because your steadfast love is better than life,  
my lips will praise you. 
So I will bless you as long as I live; 
I will lift up my hands and call on your name. 
My soul is satisfied as with a rich feast,  
and my mouth praises you with joyful lips 
when I think of you on my bed,  
and meditate on you in the watches of the night; 
for you have been my help,  
and in the shadow of your wings I sing for joy. 

 

Antiphon                   In the shadow of your wings 
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Sung Response                    O Sun of Justice  
 

 
 
Antiphon                   In the shadow of your wings 
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My soul clings to you;  
your right hand upholds me. 
My soul 
clings to you. 
In the shadow of your wings, 
I sing for joy. 

 

Sung Response                    O Sun of Justice  
 

 
 

Gospel Reading  Luke 13:1-9 
 

The Gospel according to Luke, chapter 13. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

At that very time there were some present who told [Jesus] about the 
Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. He 
asked them, ‘Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in 
this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? No, I tell 
you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. Or those 
eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do 
you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in 
Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish 
just as they did.’  

 

Then he told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree planted in his 
vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. So he 
said to the gardener, “See here! For three years I have come looking 
for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why 
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should it be wasting the soil?” He replied, “Sir, let it alone for one 
more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. If it bears fruit 
next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.”’ 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon  Rev. Andy Willis 
 

Hymn                         O God, thou art my God alone 
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Apostles’ Creed  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father  
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
     

God in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

Sung Response                    Gospodi pomilui 
 

 
 

Passing of the Peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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Gathering of Gifts                Panis Angelicus Choir 
Music: Rihards Dubra (Latvia); Latin text: Thomas Aquinas, 13th century 

 
Panis angelicus 
Fit panis hominum; 
Dat panis coelicus 
Figuris terminum: 
O res mirabilis! 
Manducat Dominum 
Pauper, servus et humilis. 
 
Te trina Deitas, 
Unaque poscimus, 
Sic nos tu visita, 
Sicut te colimus; 
Per tuas semitas 
Duc nos quo tendimus, 
Ad lucem quam inhabitas. 

The bread of the angels 
becomes the bread of mortals; 
the bread of heaven 
puts an end to prefigurations. 
O wondrous thing! 
the poor, the slave, and the humble 
feed on their Lord. 
 
Of you, threefold and 
one God, we ask: 
Come to visit us 
as we worship you; 
lead us on your paths 
to where we want to go: 
to the light in which you dwell. 
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Offertory                               O sing, my soul 
 

 
 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you.     
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.    
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

Preface 
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Sanctus      Püha, püha, püha on Issand 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
 

Words of Institution   
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Remembering 
 

At this table, the banner over us is love,  
because we remember Christ Jesus. 
This bread becomes for us the body of Christ.    
This wine becomes for us the blood of Christ. 
We proclaim the mystery of our faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit   
 

The Lord’s Prayer  In our many languages 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.   
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen. 
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Agnus Dei                               Oi Jumalan 
 

 
 

Songs during Communion    Eat this bread 
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Thy holy wings 
 

 
 

Follow the way 
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Sending Prayer 
 

Benediction 
 

Announcements and Welcoming Visitors 
 

Dismissal 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   
 Thanks be to God. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Weekly Worship – Up to 75 Each Sunday 
At the moment, the sanctuary can accommodate up to 75 people at a time, and 
masks must be worn at all times in the building (age 8 and over). Covid passes 
are no longer required. Please be sure to sign up for worship when you’re 
intending to come. You can sign up by visiting our website 
[https://genevalutheran.church] and clicking on “Worship Options.” 
 

Sign Up to Assist in Leading Worship 
A number of volunteers are needed in our worship service each week. How 
might you serve in an upcoming worship service? You can sign up using the 
link in the church’s weekly email. Feel free to contact the church office with 
any questions. 
 

Church School Meeting In-Person Every Other Week 
Church school is meeting in-person today and will meet online next week. This 
begins a hybrid schedule that will allow the online option every other week for 
those who are not yet attending church in person. Here is the upcoming 
schedule: 

27 March - online  
3 April - IN PERSON (top floor of church) 
10 April - online 
17 and 24 April - Easter break, No Church School 

 

Resuming Weekly Coffee Hour 
After a two-year pause, our congregation is resuming a simple coffee hour after 
worship. For the moment, we are just sharing coffee and tea in the garden 
outside, weather permitting. We are preparing the coffee and tea by 
neighborhood groups: 

20 March – Group B 
27 March – Group C 
3 April – Group D 
10 April – Group E 

 

We need just 3 or 4 people each week; if you can help on a week when your 
group is assigned, please let your group’s coordinator know. 
 

Prayers for Peace – Tuesdays at 12h00 at the Church 
During the season of Lent, our congregation and the German-Speaking 
Congregation are holding a brief time of prayer for peace each week. Every 
Tuesday at 12h00, a 10-15 minute service will take place in the sanctuary. All 
are welcome to join, and if you're unable to be present in person, you might 
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consider pausing wherever you are at this time to pray for a just peace in 
Ukraine and wherever there is conflict in the world. 
 

Data Privacy Notice 
A major revision of the Swiss Federal Act on Data Protection, which is the key 
legal instrument regulating data protection in Switzerland, is expected to come 
into force in the course of 2022. Our congregation being an association under 
Swiss law, it is subject to the Federal Act. During the past year, the 
Congregation Council, working with Pastor Andy and our Webmaster Ray 
Woodcock, has been preparing a data privacy framework that aims to reflect 
the revised Federal Act. Our framework comprises the Data Privacy Notice, a 
series of consent forms, as well as detailed internal guidance for the Church 
Office on such questions as data safeguarding and retention periods. The 
principal focus of the consent forms is on photography and audio-visual 
recordings. You will find the Data Privacy Notice at: 

https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/ 
Please do not hesitate to submit any questions you may have to the Church 
Office. 
 

Congregation Member Looking for Accomodation in June/July 
Laurel Borisenko will be leaving Geneva and returning to Canada permanently 
during the summer. She must give up her flat and is looking for occasional 
accommodation during June and July (approximate dates in Geneva: June 4-
8th, June 21-24th, July 18-21/or 22-27).  She is looking for temporary 
accommodation (plus bike storage) for those dates- either house-sitting or if 
anyone has a spare second bedroom. Any suggestions? Please contact her at 
078 311 2525 or laurelemail@yahoo.com 
 

Thank You for Your Generosity 
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our 
community to continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of 
God’s love near and far over the past year. Your support remains essential to 
our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website: https://genevalutheran.church/giving/ 
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This Week’s Schedule:  
 

Tues, 22 March 12h00 Prayers for peace 
Thurs, 24 March 12h00 Centering Prayer* 
     19h30 Choir practice 
Sunday, 27 March 10h00 Church school* 
     11h00 Worship on the Fourth Sunday in Lent 
     13h15 Council meeting in the Gemeinderaum 

  

* denotes online activities 
 

Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and 
visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in 
cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars 
made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo 
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are post transfer slips at the back of the 
church if you would like to offer your support through our Post Account. 
Thank you very much! Bank and PostFinance details below: 
 

Credit Suisse 
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251) 
Account Number  226749-71 
Clearing Number  4835 
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0 
BIC/SWIFT  CRESCHZZ12A 

PostFinance 
The English-Speaking Congregation of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Geneva 
Account Number 12-9677-6 
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6 
BIC POFICHBEXXX 

 

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the 
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office. 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the 
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or 
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions 
you might have about our congregation. 
 

ELCG Connection Card 
 Name      
 Phone       
 Email       
 Comments        
       
 New to Geneva?  Y/N    Date   


